
- And we can, therefore, come up with a working-definition :

        ÒTo give subtilty to the simple, ...Ó  ÒsubtiltyÓ =

(I)  Extreme acuteness in penetrating and discriminating 
      the finer points of the FatherÕs business.

- (As the curefor being simple, we could go back to our
working definition of simple, and say, Subtiltyprovides for the
son to be multi-dimensional in the understanding and 
appreciation of the FatherÕs business.)

(II)  Extreme acuteness in penetrating and discriminating 
        the finer points of the Satanic policy of evil.

- (And we could say, Subtiltyprovides for the son to have
acute comprehension to see through the subtleties of the
Satanic Policy of Evil so as to not be victimized by it.)

- And having said all thisÑyou should be able to come along and realize and 
acknowledge that, when you exit Level I, you are, indeed, a simplesonÑand 
as such (sophomore), if youÕre perceiving things the way you ought to be 
perceiving them, you realize and acknowledge you are this one-dimensional 
sonÑyouÕre one-dimensional in your understanding and appreciation of both 
your FatherÕs business, andthe AdversaryÕs tactics and attacks against youÑ
and you therefore acknowledge your DIRE NEED to quickly get the subtilty
(the curefor the simplestatus) that will enable you to see through the subtle, 
alluring, seductive PoE that will seek to derail and destroy your sonship life.
(The ability to penetrate, to see through the seduction!)

- To analyze motivesÑto see minute differences.

- And you will acknowledge the dire need to gain the subtiltyto
penetrate and discern into the complexities and multiple dimensions
of the FatherÕs businessÑthe capacity to understand and appreciate
and comprehend things that are hidden by a veil and are impenetrable
to common observationÑthat go far beyond the merely obvious!

- (And thatÕs exactly what the curriculum for sonship 
education & edification in Level II does!)

- For example:   - (CreatureÑslide #40)
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- Notice the reality of Level I sons, who need subtilityÑover in
I Corinthians:

- I Cor. 2:1-10

- (Washington, DCÑslide # 39)

- One of the things weÕll be doingÑas an operation of our FatherÕs
businessÑwhen He finally establishes His residence on this earth, 
and as the transition is made into the next dispensation of the
Òfullness of timesÓ Ñ and when He makes the land of Israel Òthe
gate of heavenÓ - and begins the business of creation as a whole 
getting underway Ñ what starts taking place is that a slow transition
starts taking place between the state of heaven & earth being 2
separate and distinct realms of creation that have a barrier between
themÑand that has an interface that has faults and defects to it so
that they canÕt function like they were originally designed to function
Ñ  that begins to be dismantled (progressively).

- And weÕre going to be involved in thatÑweÕre going to be involved
in increasing the capacity of the creature to respond to the earthÑand
vice versaÑas we judge the angelsÑand as we judge the world.
(I Cor. 6)

- Those are our first 2 vocational roles to fulfill!

- ThereÕs going to be a physical dismantling of the physical
structure of some of the aspects of the heavenly places as
they surround the earth Ñ as well as a spiritual dismantling
of some things that has to do with how and where and why
Satan established his dominion in those heavenly places!

- Remember that GodÑeven though He originally created the heaven
and the earth as 2 distinct placesÑHe didnÕt intend that they stay 
that way Ñ there was supposed to have been sonship labor to be
done in conjunction with God and manÑin order to bring about what
was supposed to happen on the 2nd Sabbath after the 1st!

- This is going to take place when Òthe times of restitution
of all thingsÓ that Peter talks about over in Acts 3:21 takes
placeÑand God will dismantle what He put into place when
the Adversary started to fill his heart with violence (back on
day 2 of creation) [God made a firmament to keep the 2
realms of heaven and earth separate].
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- And in that 2-firmament concept found in Genesis, God has
already brought down 1 of those 2 barriersÑ(water) - and He 
did that at the flood of NoahÕs day.

- And that left a space  where all the water used to be.

- And then God had to stretch out the heavens because if He
didnÕt man never would have survived!

- In fact, Nimrod knew how to breach that other firmament!
(That tower was literally going to reach heaven!)

- ThatÕs why God said what He said in Gen. 11:6
ÒÉ and now nothing will be restrained from them,
which they have imagined to do.Ó

- So all that God had to put into place in order to deal with the 
complications that would arise in dealing with the AdversaryÕs 
attempts to circumvent GodÕs plan & purposeÑonce the Adversary
& his plan of evil has been finally judged and executedÑthen the 
program turns itÕs attention to the dismantling of the various aspects in 
the creature and creation as a whole that were put into place as 
Ôprevention measuresÕ (so to speak) - and to destroy all remnants of
that plan of evil.

- And then God can do what will be done in the dispensation of the
fullness of timesÑand Ògather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth ÉÓ

- And for the 1st time, creation as a whole can function 
according to its original design!  

- And thatÕs our 1st vocational rollÑto be involved in thatÑand it 
takes some intelligence to orchestrate thatÑand thatÕs all provided 
for (among other things) in our sonship education!  (those skills)

- Those decision-making skills give you the ability and the
capacity to do thatÑto be involved in Òjudging angelsÓ and
Òjudging the worldÓ!

- And really, when you start looking at those decision-making skills
that weÕre given to have in our sonship life, and you really start
perceiving closely what they're doingÑyouÕll notice that they actually
fall into the 2 realms or 2-fold description of the kind of functionality 
that those heavenly places in which weÕre going to be occupying has.
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- ThatÕs why the heavenly places are both:
1)  An architectural structure;
2)  A creatureÑa living organism

- And the 1st skill sets we receive are primarily designed for the
Ôliving organismÕ aspect of itÑwhich is why, when weÕre first taught
about the heavenly places where our FatherÕs business is now, weÕre 
taught about it being a living organism, itÕs a creature.

- But it doesn't take very long before you have to deal with, not only
the intelligentsia thatÕs in that creature(that gives it itÕs functional 
life) - but that intelligentsia is in the form of an organized
administrationthat resides in a structure!

- (ItÕs thrones, dominions, principalities, powers, É)

- And that therefore comes along and breaks that realm up there in 
the heavenly places into a territorial structure!

- And that means that itÕs got a governmentto it!

- The intelligentsia is in the form of a government.

- And all IÕm after here is to point out the fact that as you go along in
your education as a sonÑyouÕre learning that the place where youÕre
going to be going about conducting your FatherÕs businessÑthat 
realm has these 2 functionalities to itÑitÕs a creature,   and itÕs a 
territory with administration to it thatÕs housed within a building-type 
structure to it.

- And the kind of skills we receive through our sonship education is
designed to deal with both aspects of that heavenly realmÑbecause
weÕre going to be involved with both aspects of that realm:

- WeÕre going to be giving it itÕs functional life as that
creature;

- But weÕre also going to be involved in administrating itÕs
corporate structure (so to speak) - and dealing with itÕs 
architectural structure (because thereÕs going to be some
dismantling weÕre to oversee and get accomplished by means
of utilizing the angels to do the work).
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- And my understanding is (and why IÕm bringing all this up at this
time) - my understanding is that weÕre firstgoing to have generated
in our understanding the issue of the FatherÕs business (and our
participation in His business) as that of it being this creaturethat 
forms an embodimentfor the earth, and we deal with it from the 
perspective of it being a body that has been subjected to vanity and is 
therefore languishing in the bondage of corruptionÑand what weÕre 
first taught about Ñ and how we are to first deal with our FatherÕs 
business is all about it being this creature-body that is going to be 
deliveredby us, the Ònew creatureÓ of the body of Christ.

- And we become intelligized to that issue first and foremost.
(We become the intelligentsia of that creature.)

- And itÕs really not until you get out here in Level II of our sonship
education that we begin dealing with the details of the creatureor the
heavenly places as the physical, architectural structure that is going to
need to have all these adjustments made (the demolition that weÕve
talked about) to it.

- Because thatÕs when you get issue of the building concept at
the end of Ephesians chapter 2.
(Ephesians 2:19-22)

- ItÕs a creature, and itÕs an architectural structure at the exact
same time.

- And our Father teaches about the most important aspect first (the
body concept) - and the one that would require our skills and our
understanding & appreciation of first, because that one is going to
naturally lead into us being able to wisely deal with the other one.

- So then, as we view Òouter spaceÓ todayÑin view of what God did
at the judgment of the flood of NoahÕs day, coupled with the issue of 
God subjecting the creature to vanity (which happened way back 
when sin entered that realm and it became the  usurped  possession of 
the Adversary) - there is no physical evidence that the creatureeven 
existsÑthat canÕtbe observed at all, and youÕd never know that
the heavenly places (outer space) are this creatureunless God told
you about it in His word!

- And by God making the creature subject to vanityÑthat means that
anything by which it could give evidence of that creature being 
functionally alive, is now being restrainedfrom being given.
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- But you do see (when you look up there), and you do find God 
talking about the heavenly places as a physical structure (an 
architectural building) in a lot of placesÑ(for instance in the book of 
Job) that gives you great insight as to the kind of structure thatÕs out
there.

- Job 38:1-7ÑGod puts JobÕs attention on the earth.

- Job 38:19-20,  22-23,  

- Then God turns JobÕs attention to the heavenly places.

- Job 38:31-33

- Here youÕve got God talking to Job about certain, specific
constellationsthat are very significant in connection with the physical
structure of the realm of heavenÑand God mentions these
constellations (sometimes not by the same name we use), but He
brings these out because of how they specifically affect the physical
structure of the heavenly placesÑand even how some have an impact
upon the earth itself.

- Job 26:1-13 (:13) -the crooked serpent

- And when God talks about these structures of heaven 
(constellations) - when God talks about them, theyÕre not just being
discussed as an astronomical phenomenon type thingÑor even as a
sign for a season (which is a legitimate roll that they have) - but 
theyÕre also talked about in connection with the fabric of that realm!

- TheyÕre also talked about as being part of the ÒordinancesÓ of 
heavenÑ(Job 38:33) - i.e., something that has been ordered and
arrangedÑan arrangement of parts, as in architecture, in accordance
with some plan or purposeÑordinances are material apparatus that
are appropriately set in order for a particular plan of action to be
carried out.

- Ordinances of heaven provide for the orderliness of it 
and the maintenance of its structure.

- Now, remember that I told you that this issue of a son being called ÒsimpleÓ 
in Phase 1 of Level II has 2 sides to it? as well as the issue of the kind of 
subtiltythat the son gets in order to cure his being simple?  Well, along with 
understanding and appreciating some things about our FatherÕs business in the 
heavenly placesÑis the subtilty in regard to Satan & his plan of evil É.
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- É and even here in Job, we can say something about that other side of the 
coinÑsomething about the physical structure of the heavenly places that has a 
connection with the Adversary and his plan of evil.

- And when God wants to both judge the heavenly places, and deal with certain 
areas within it that the Adversary has come along and made as little areas of 
fortresses for himself and his cohorts Ñ (heÕs been very busy up there) Ñ
because when he did what Ezekiel 28 says in connection with implementing 
his plan of evil in the heavenly placesÑhe not only went and sold his bill of 
goods (his merchandise) in the sanctuaries of the principalitiesÑbut he went 
and established ÔfortressesÕ in various places Ñ and God deals with those 
areas in just that wayÑas fortresses of the Adversary.

- And he knew very well what he was doingÑhe went to places that
were like ÔlinchpinsÕ or ÔkeystonesÕ to the integral structure of the
heavens!

- He set up strongholds in the very places (in the heavens) that 
hold the whole thing together!

- And thatÕs why youÕve got God talking to Job and saying, ÒÉ and as
for darkness, where is the placethereof, that thou shouldest take it to
the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the pathsto the house
thereof?  (Job 38:19-20) Ñ that is, do you know the road thatÕs going
to take you up there to that realm of darkness where that guy has set up
his fortresses? set up his place to reside?

- Because if youÕre going to deal with him, and youÕre going to start
to deal with the implementation of his plan of evilÑyouÕve got to be
able to get up there!  YouÕve got to be able to go to where his 
fortresses are!

- (ThatÕs why God asks Job those questionsÑthatÕs not God
just wanting to get Job to look up and view the heavens and
say to himself,  ÒWowÑthis thing is so vast and so big and
so wonderful, I donÕt understand a thing about it at all!Ó)

- No!  ThatÕs fundamental. Ñ Job was smart enough, and
intelligent enough, and godly enoughfor God to pit the
Adversary against him, and Job would stand!

- (JobÕs biggest enemy wasnÕt the AdversaryÑit was his 3
religiously stupid friendsÑ[and his wife]!)
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- Job understood all those things, and he knew what the Adversary
had done out there!

- And Job had intelligence when it came to how those ordinances of
heavenwere set up and the importance of them, and the way in which
they provided for the architectural structure of the heavenly places.

- And I mean by that, how the whole thing was put together,
and how the whole thing was held together!

- And thatÕs why God asks Job in 38:31, ÒCanst thou loose 
the bands of Orion?Ó Ñ and my understanding is that if you
can loose the bands of Orion, all those structures of the
heavenly places start to come apart!

- And these things weÕve been talking about (the constellations) are
all things God did after the floodÑwhen He put the measures in 
place to keep and to separate the creaturefrom the earth so that man 
could not get up there and screw the whole thing up!  (after the tower 
of Babel incident)

__________________________________________________________
DO NOT GO ON AND TEACH THE FOLLOWING UNLESS YOU HAVE TIME TO DO IT!

- Now, remember that in all weÕre talking aboutÑall weÕre after is to get a 
very basic understanding and appreciation of the kind of subtiltythe simple
son gets in Level II of his sonship education.

- Well, since weÕre on the subjectÑand since weÕve at least made it clear as 
to where that information is located in our curriculum (Eph Ñ Col) - and 
since weÕve already broached the issue of the dispensation of the fullness of 
timesÑthere is something else that I think you should know.

- And I want you to know that IÕm not saying that I have in any way fully got 
a grasp of all of what IÕm about to tell youÑbut I think you need to at least be 
made aware of thisÑat least to the simple and very basic way IÕm going to 
state it.

  - But this should have a deep and profound impact upon you!

- In fact, if you have been at all Ôblown awayÕ by anything weÕve gone over so 
farÑyou ainÕt seen nothing yet!

- So if youÕll allow me some latitude (at least in trying to ask me a bunch of 
questions that I canÕt answer right now) - do you want to see something else
about the subtiltyof a Level II son?
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- First of all, letÕs come back to the book of Ephesians.
- Eph. 1:10 (just to note the issue of the dispensation of the fullness of times)

- Now drop down to verse 15-18  Ñ IÕll come back to all this later, but just 
note it for now.

- Now what IÕm about to go into here is to try to describe in a little more detail 
(which really isnÕt much detail at all) - but to describe what our Father intends 
for that next dispensation to be like, when all the dismantling is done, and all 
the judging is over, and the earth and the creature begin to function as God 
ever intended for them to function.

- WhatÕs that going to be like?

- First of all, my understanding is that all of the information (the exclusive 
nature of the information) about that time is only found in our epistles because 
itÕs part of the revelation of the mystery.

- My understanding right now is that what we are taught in Ephesians and 
Colossians, particularly, (with Philippians sandwiched between themÑbut 
because of what Philippians deals with, itÕs not really germane to this issue 
right at the moment).

- But when youÕre dealing with the fullness of GodÕs wisdom, concerning what 
HeÕs doing in connection with providing for consigning the entire Satanic plan 
of evil to oblivionÑwhen He brings up the issue of the dispensation of the 
fullness of times, He doesnÕt bring it up simply as ÒthatÕs the ultimate endÓ -
but He brings it up as, ÒThatÕs our eternal, glorious roll in our ultimate 
vocation.

- In other words, our vocation doesn't stop at the end of the restitution of all 
thingsÑour vocation will have various aspects to it (or phases to it, if you 
will).

- But when it comes to the fullnessof a sonÕs appreciation for what heÕs doing 
in his FatherÕs businessÑhe knows that his vocation in his FatherÕs business 
has more than one aspect to it (or phase to it).

- ThereÕs the training phaseto it where heÕs getting all the education
and vocational training he needs to have; then thereÕs the phase in 
which heÕs actually put into the position of using all this knowledge
heÕs got Ñ but all that knowledge has an ultimate goal to it.
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- And in our case, what thatÕs going to involve (what our use of all
the knowledge of our sonship education and training) is doing all of
the things necessary in the heavenly places to bring about the
restitution of all things, leading up to that dispensation of the fullness 
of times.

- But then there is a 3rd aspect that follows that- of a sonÕs vocation.

- The son realizes, therefore, that once heÕs gone through all the education, 
and has put into effect to do all that his Father wants him to do with it 
initially, that thereÕs going to be a never-ending setting for the use of it all.
(In other words, there is something beyondall that.)

- And really, the way to understand and appreciate that best, is with the Lord 
Jesus ChristÕs own Sonship.

- And Paul gives us the insight into that in I Corinthians 15 when he describes 
all of the fulfillment of the mandates of the Davidic CovenantÑall that 
pertains to the Christ-hood of the Lord Jesus ChristÕs Sonship.

- I Cor. 15 Ñ Paul brings it up in connection with the order of the
resurrections, because the order of the resurrections involves the
full fullness of the 1st mandate of the Davidic Covenant (which is the
Redeemer & His Redemption)

- I Cor. 15:24-28 (:28)

- (slowly)  ThereÕs a point at which a son relinquishes his sonship!

- And that takes place when the first 2 vocational aspects of his sonship have 
run their course.

- In the 3rd vocational aspect of his sonshipÑthe son actually enters into an 
even more intimate relationship with his FatherÑin order to participate in 
some things that his Father has held in reserve.

- And thatÕs what the dispensation of the fullness of times is all about with 
respect to us.

- At the beginning of the dispensation of the fullness of times, the Lord 
Himself will subject Himself unto His FatherÑthat God may be all in allÑ
and God will take the heavens and the earth and join them togetherÑand 
weÕre going to enter into a further relationship with our FatherÑthat, to 
put it this wayÑthe term sonshipis inadequate to describe!
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- That dispensation of the fullness of times is going to be (just as any 
dispensation) a programput into effect to achieve a particular purpose or 
purposesÑand itÕs going to be composed of multiple agesÑthatÕs why theyÕre 
called Òthe ages to comeÓ (Eph. 2:7) Ñ and an age is a stagewithin a 
dispensation.

- And God has got a progressively UNENDING program for the use of His 
whole creation, in a BRAND NEW RELATIONSHIP with Him that has 
never been experienced yet!

- (ThatÕs what HeÕs holding in reserve!)

- And thatÕs why it says that itÕs ÒHis inheritance in His saints!Ó

- (see Eph. 1:18Ñ ÒThe eyes of your understanding being

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling,

and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints,Ó)

- The end result of sonship is:
THE FATHER GETTING AN INHERITANCE !

- And that points up the fact that He invested so much value in us
when He sent His Son to die for us (Redemption) - and what all that
cost Him Ñ HeÕs now going to get a return on that investment!

- His sons become His inheritance!

- When the Father gives you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in

the knowledge of him Ñ which is what He givesat the beginning of
Level II of sonship education, so that with the eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope 

of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 

saints.

- Ok.  ThatÕs enough about our FatherÕs business for now, as it pertains to 
Phase 1 of Level II of our sonship educationÑand what weÕve covered in the 
past few Bible classes should give you some understanding and appreciation of 
the kind of information we're going to be givenÑ(at least on the side of the 
coin that deals with our FatherÕs business) - when we, as simple sons, are given 
subtilty to solve the problems associated with being simple and one-
dimensional and lacking the acuteness of comprehensionÑto see deeper, and 
to have some fine perception and discrimination into our FatherÕs business.
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- But we really shouldnÕt leave Phase 1 of Level II without at least saying 
something about the other side of the coinÑthe kind of subtilty that you are 
going to be given in connection with the Satanic policy of evil that you will 
have to faceÑand you will have to be able to Òsee throughÓ all of the subtilty 
that the Adversary is going to attempt to seduce you with and ultimately 
victimize you, if he can.

- And as I have said before, my understanding is that the Adversary has to 
Òplay ball according to the rules of engagementÓ (so to speak).

- Well, when you arrive at this simplestate as a sonÑitÕs not like youÕve 
never heard of Satan, or never heard of his policy of evil, nor is it that youÕve 
never had to deal with temptations and allurements and those kind of things, 
because the truth of the matter is, you have.

- You have been made aware of this, for instance, back in Romans
13:12 (ÒÉ let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armour of light.Ó )

- In fact, the truth of the matter is, you are given advanced
warning that youÕll be facing a determined adversary that is
going to attempt to Òseparate you from the love of ChristÓ
back in Romans chapter 8Ñin the information that forms
your initial sonship establishment Ñ and youÕll notice that
in verse 35 it says, ÒWho shall separate us from the love of
ChristÓ Ñ not ÒWhat shall separate us ÉÓ Ñ thereÕs a 
ÒwhoÓÑ thereÕs a character thatÕs going to attempt to do that!

- But then as you get into Phase 2 of Level IÑas you begin the 
process of the Òrenewing of your mindÓ Ñ as that process begins
to occur, you come to a point at which you, as a son of your Father,
(that is, your sonship life), begins to take shapeÑ[kind of like putting
a model airplane togetherÑit starts off with a jumbled up bunch of
piecesÑbut at a point, it actually begins to Ôtake shapeÕ - it begins
looking like the picture of the airplane on the front of the box - itÕs
certainly not finished, itÕs still far from being completed, but at least
itÕs starting to look a little bit like it].

- Well, the very first time in our sonship education where God says,
ÒYou actually start to look like My son,Ó is when we receive the 
instruction of godly judgment in Romans 13:8-14ÑitÕs the first place
where, at the end, youÕre told to Òput on the Lord Jesus ChristÓ Ñ
youÕve got enough conformity now to His image, that if youÕll do 
what it says, youÕre going to start to look like Him in this world.
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- Now all IÕm after here is that you recognize the significance of  
where you are in your sonship education and whatÕs being dealt with
when this issue gets brought up.

- And itÕs because this is where, for the first time you begin to look 
like the Lord Jesus Christ, that the Adversary gets provoked!  He 
begins to see that this thing is working in this guyÑthis sonship
education is starting to take holdÑand the Adversary begins to see
the sonÕs conformity to GodÕs Son.

- And the whole section of Romans 13:11-14 deals with us as sons
recognizing thatÑand taking the necessary course of action weÕre
supposed to take to make that something the Adversary cannot 
dismiss.

- Actually, this is the preparatory step that sends the signal to the 
Adversary that he can start getting ready to try to separate you from
the love of Christ Ñ youÕre going to begin showing him that you are
ready to do battle with him! Ñ YouÕre going to put on some armour!
Ñ You arenÕt fighting just yet, but boot camp is about over!  Ñ And
youÕre only one form of instruction away from getting into the fight!
(i.e., the instruction of godly equity)

- There are 2 times in Level I of our sonship education (within our
instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity) where God says,
ÒIn view of all this, this is now the kind of conformity you are to have
to my SonÓ Ñ one is at the end of your instruction of godly judgment,
and the other is when you receive your instruction in godly equity.

- ThatÕs why you find in Romans 15:1-3, you find another identifiable
conformity of your image to Christ (see especially, :3) Ñ and now
youÕre suppose to be, (through your instruction of godly equity)
conducting yourself in the very image of ChristÑyouÕre supposed to
be doing things on the basis of not pleasing yourself, but pleasing 
others for their goodto their edification, just like Christ did.

- And if you can do that, then youÕre going to be able to succeed with
the rest of the things contained in Level I sonship edification.

- And my point is that as you finish off those last 2 sonship decision-
making skills of judgmentand equity, your conformity to the image
of Christ all begins to take shapeÑand it goes on throughout your
sonship education until those elect angels out there look down on you,
and then look over to where Jesus Christ is sitting on the right hand of
the Father, and they canÕt see a difference!  ItÕs the same!!!
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- And thatÕs when you are in Level IIÑthatÕs when your conversation
is in heavenÑand your total impact is up thereÑand thatÕs when you 
bring the entire warfare upon you in Ephesians 6, and you need to put 
on the whole armour of God, not just this armour of light you start 
out with.

- And the truth of the matter is, for the rest of your sonship life, and
for the rest of your sonship educationÑyour entire sonship education
and edification is going to take place underneath that AdversaryÕs 
policy of evilÑall those sufferings of Christ that II Corinthians talks
about are going to be produced by that policy of evilÑin fact, the
majority of our conformity to the image of Christ takes place under
the effects of the policy of evil.

- And God deigned it just that wayÑwhy?  You are told that right
from the very beginning of your sonship establishment:

- Romans 8:37ÑNay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.

- And a Òmore than conquerorÓ takes the tactics of the one
who wants to conquer him, and turns it to his advantage in
order to advance his own cause!

- And GodÕs designed it so that when weÕre under the policy
of evilÕs attacks, we are to take advantage of whatÕs going on
and it actually advancesour sonshipÑit advances our 
conformity to GodÕs Son to the humiliation and chagrin of
the Adversary!

- Now I say all that just to put the issue of the AdversaryÕs policy of evil 
against us in its proper place within the context of sonship education.

- And as you do draw the attention of the Adversary, itÕs like I said earlier, he 
has to Ôplay ballÕ according to the rules (so to speak) Ñ and what I mean by 
that is that the policy of evil canÕt deal with a son beyond his capacityÑand 
thatÕs why we have Paul declaring what he does over in I Corinthians 10 É.

- (I Cor. 10:13)  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
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- Well, when you then take into consideration the exhortations that are
sitting back in the book of Proverbs that deals with the evil man and 
the strange woman (the AdversaryÕs policy of evil) - as you realize as 
you go through them in Level I, if you perceive them properly, they 
are given in kind of an ÒalertÓ-type natureÑand thereÕs a brief 
description of the cleverness of their activities, and the enticing nature 
of their activities, grantedÑbut the overall tone of those exhortations 
is, ÒBe alertÓ to these things!

- And itÕs as if at first the son is only supposed to know that there is
this kind of opposition out thereÑand there will be some coming your
wayÑand you will encounter both of those characters, even in Level I
of your sonship educationÑbut itÕs like the real ability the son has at
that time to withstand it and resist it and not be victimized by it, is to
not be ignorant that it exists, and that it is dangerous and damaging 
and hurtful to you.

- But then, once the son has gone through Level IÑand those sonship
decision-making skills are now underwayÑand those decisions are
keeping him on the right pathÑand that measure of conformity to the
image of Christ is now being made so as to have itÕs designed impact;
and the policy of evil has been unsuccessfulto victimize that son in
all itÕs allowed to do in Level IÑnow as Level II begins and gets 
underway, the Adversary can now increase the policy of evil against
the son to another level of intensity.

- And all those enticements, and allurements, and seductions (of the
strange woman, especially) now increase.

- And thatÕs why you find God dealing with things the way He does
in the book of Ephesians:

- For instance, He first of all deals with the issue of giving the
son subtiltyas to the finer points and acute comprehension of
the FatherÕs business (chapter 1).

- But then in chapter 2, youÕre going to have the curriculum
come along and begin giving the son subtiltyin connection
with the effects of the policy of evil now that the son is in
Level II of his sonship education.

- (see Ephesians   2:1-3;   3:8-12,  13) Ñ and then even more
subtiltygets given in (Eph. 4:14,  17-27 [:27]) and on to ch.6.
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- But my point is that the son is now going to begin to experience
more craftiness, more cunningness, more mischievousactivities
from the opposition thatÕs against him.

- And one of the major issues in that simpleson who is now in that
sophomoric stage of thinking is that heÕs supposed to be out of the
fresh-man stateÑheÕs supposed to now have achieved a level of
confidenceÑbut that, in and of itself can be a very dangerous issue.

- And what I mean by that is that itÕs very easy for a sophomoric son 
to misconstrue his confidenceÑbecause the tendency is for him to 
now have an over-estimated and over-blown confidence in himself,
(or self-confidence) Ñ and thatÕs that last thing he needs!

- HeÕs supposed to have godly confidencein his Father and in his
FatherÕs curriculumÑbut nonein his own wisdom and his own
ability and his own capacity Ñ in fact, the Adversary will look for 
that, and he will do things to play into that Ñ and you will wind up
Corinthian in your thinking!

8  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings
without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also
might reign with you.
9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as
it were appointed to death:  for we are made a spectacle unto
the world, and to angels, and to men.
10  We are fools for ChristÕs sake, but ye are wise in Christ;
we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we
are despised.
(I Corinthians 4:8-10)

- Therefore the policy of evil is going to attempt to neutralizethe son.
And by that I mean to destroy the functional life of that son.  And it
will increasethe kind of crafty, cunning way to get that done by 
another wisdom (other than the FatherÕs) - that will produce a sense
of satisfaction in the son at this level to just ÒcoastÓ (to use that
expression) - to not go any further in his educationÑand there will
be many things (especially many spiritual and church-related things)
that will cater to that.  (a false sense of ÒmaturityÓ)

- (Remember that the Corinthians werenÕt refusing to 
assemble and Òhave churchÓ [so to speak])!  [I Cor. 11:17-20]

- That strange woman isnÕt interested in destroying the sonÕs church-going; 
she wants to destroy his functional lifeÑand sheÕll use a church and a pastor 
and the pastorÕs sermons to do it!  (see Pro. 6:20-26 [:26])
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- And really, weÕre now at the point in talking about the kind of subtiltythat 
the son receives in connection with the Satanic policy of evil that now begins 
to enter Phase 2 of Level IIÑand thatÕs where you get a full-blown 
understanding of all of the  Òwiles of the devilÓ - and you will encounter them; 
and thatÕs where youÕre now told to Òput on the whole armour of God.Ó

11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wilesof the devil.  (Ephesians 6:11)

- A ÒwileÓ is a species of beguileÑitÕs a deceitful trick, a stratagem, 
a cunning, crafty ruseÑa carefully crafted piece of deception intended
to deceive and ensnare an adversary.

- And this is where the information we covered some time ago, when we were 
dealing with the issue of the importance of those exhortations in the book of 
ProverbsÑand we went over that exhortation found in chapter 7 and the first 5 
verses (7:1-5).

- And remember that we noted how the AdversaryÕs policy of evilÑthat 
strange womanÑwill utilize, more often than not at this point, churches, and 
pastors, and Bible teachersÑthose that use the very book you have in your 
handÑand by dishonest handling of it, do what Colossians 2 tells you about:

8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.

- And IÕm not going to go back into all that right now (I just want to remind 
you of it because it is a BIG issue in the nature of the tactics of the policy of 
evil in Level IIÑand itÕs good to remind ourselves of it because it goes to the 
kind of subtiltyyou have to have as a Level II son in order to deal with the 
policy of evil in Level II) Ñ and if you didnÕt get that, IÕd recommend you go 
back and get that Bible class and go over it!

- But before we let this issue of the kind of subtiltythat the son is given in 
connection with the policy of evil in Level II, I want to draw your attention to 
another kind of attack youÕll face thatÕs different from anything weÕve 
mentioned up to this point.

- As a son continues on in his sonship education & edificationÑand as he now 
begins to have the remainder of his sonship education take place under the 
umbrella of the Satanic policy of evilÑheÕs already enduring the sufferings of 
this present time(and they donÕt stop), but addedto that he now begins to 
encounter sufferings and temptations that are NOT common to manÑon top of 
the sufferings of this present time, he begins experiencing the sufferings of 
Christ. (II Corinthians 1:5)
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- And while weÕve mentioned a lot about the book of Ephesians in Level II, 
and even some things in the book of ColossiansÑwhat IÕm after here is found 
in that book in between those 2 books, the book of Philippians.

- And as a son moves on in his edification, and as heÕs enduring those 
sufferings of ChristÑheÕs going to face some temptationsthat are specifically 
aimed at what heÕs undergoing within suffering the sufferings of Christ that, if 
you donÕt have the proper subtility that the Father gives the son effectually 
working within his inner man, he can wind up being victimized by the policy 
of evilÑbut in a different way than anything weÕve mentioned before.

- However, you are made aware of these things before you ever get
to the book of PhilippiansÑbecause they are dealt with back where
the Corinthians were having problems in this very area, and were
balking at going on to Level II and eventually enduring the sufferings
of Christ.

- (And itÕs sitting back there in I Corinthians 10Ñright in the
very passage that we looked at before when we saw the
verse that talked about Òno temptation taken you but as such
as is common to manÓ - and itÕs those first 10 verses.)

- (see especially I Cor. 10:9-10)

- And thatÕs the kind of temptation youÕre going to have in Level II of your 
sonship educationÑyouÕre going to be faced with issues of Òmurmuring and 
complainingÓ!

- (see Philippians 2:12-16)

- And these Òmurmurings and disputingsÓ arenÕt just general, basic 
complaining that goes on in everyday, work-a-day lifeÑnoÑthese are 
temptations that are brought about by the sufferings of Christthat are NOT 
common to manÑin Level II sonship edification.

- And these are serious issues hereÑbecause what they end up producing is 
what is called Ôtempting ChristÕ (back there in I Cor. 10:9) and murmur and 
complain about what God wants to do with themÑthatÕs why Phil. 2:13 says, 
ÒFor it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.Ó (DONÕT COMPLAIN ABOUT IT!!!)

- And thatÕs why you find Paul dealing with those 2 characters
later on in Phil. Ñ see 3:16-21;  4:1-2
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- This is another cunning, subtleway in which the AdversaryÕs policy
of evil attempts to trip up a sonÑespecially when that son is in the
very midst of undergoing the sufferings of Christ.

- The issue of having the sons murmurand complainÑand be
dissatisfiedand disgruntledwith the issue of suffering for
ChristÕs sake.

- And those 2 women (Euodiasand Syntyche) ended up with
that kind of being victimized by the PoEÑand they needed
some help(as vs. 3 says) - because they were NOTof the

            same mind, even though they Ôlabored with Paul in the gospel.Õ
(see Phil. 4:3)

- When it came to the intensified aspects of the sufferings of
Christ that the Philippians were privileged to be partakers of,
now (in Level II sonship edification) - they were also 
receiving at the exact same time, the 2nd round of the PoE,
and when it could not doctrinally entice them away from the
truth and doctrinally corrupt them so that they get stalled in 
their edification (or get side-tracked in their edification), it
worked to tempt them in the way Paul laid out back there in
I Cor. 10Ñand it worked to tempt them to Òtempt ChristÓ
and to murmur and complainÑwhich, in the end, would
produce the desired side-tracking of their edification.

- And those 2 women were having the hardest time with it,
(and it may very well be that their husbands were 2 that were

             thrown into prison, and that would make things hard for them).

- But the doctrine that Paul gives them thereÑreally does give them
subtleinsight into the privilege that they are partakers of, being now
privileged to suffer for ChristÕs sake, ÒHaving the same conflict (Paul 
says) which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.Ó (Phil. 1:30) 

- And at the exact same time, they needed to make some discretionary 
judgments that made it so that what they did, did not cause the 
CAUSE that they were involved to suffer for itÑ(looking forward, if
you will, to the kind of discretionaryjudgments you will have to make
in Phase 2 of Level II) - where the judgments you make really make it
so that you donÕt wind up doing something that is detrimental to either
your reputation or the causeyou say that you stand for!
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- So as the son makes progress, the Adversary and his policy of evil makes 
progress as wellÑand just as the policy of evil against the son is going to take 
on more subtilty, the son is going to have to get more subtilty to deal with it, 
and the Father provides that in the curriculum.

- And with that being one side of the coin to the subtilty that cures the sonÕs 
simpleness (so to speak) - along with that is the other side of the coin, which 
is the Father providing the son the subtilty into His own subtilty about His 
business:  (GodÕs subtilty).

- Because the truth of the matter is, what God does in His plan and
purpose, is a result of His own subtle thinking.

- And thatÕs why, when you get over to Eph-Phil-Col, the issue of this current 
dispensation of grace gets brought back upÑbut not to deal with it as a fact 
(which is sadly how most folks handle it) - they deal with it when it comes up 
in Eph. 2 and Eph. 3 as the fact of this dispensation of grace being known for 
the first time (and itÕs not) - because the factof this dispensation of grace has 
been settled long ago in Romans through Galatians Ñ Ephesians 2 & 3 in 
particular is designed to do what I Corinthians 2 said it was designed to do:  
and thatÕs to give the saints the Òhidden wisdom of GodÓ - the hidden wisdom 

about this dispensation of graceÑin other words itÕs designed not to give the 
fact of this dispensation of grace, but the geniusof God behind what this 
dispensation of grace is all about!

- The Corinthians knew the fact of this dispensation of grace being in 
effect (they knew the fact of it), but because they werenÕt perfect Paul 
couldnÕt give them the hidden wisdom about itÑhe couldnÕt give 
them the subtilty in taking the wise one in his own craftiness, and 
how it all plays out in the dispensation of the fullness of times and the 
ages to come.

- And itÕs fascinating that when you go over to the corresponding exhortations 
that match up with Level II of sonship edification (in Proverbs 6:20-the end of 
chapter 8) Ñ you have God (dealing with the remnant of Israel) taking them 
backto His outworking in His plan and purpose for the earth, taking them 
(not to the fact of it), but taking them back to the hidden wisdom (so to speak) 
in His eternal counselÑand youÕve got wisdom crying out there in ch. 8, 
wisdom is crying out in accordance with GodÕs plan & purpose with this 
earth, and thatÕs why it says:

- Pro. 8:12 (corresponds with Eph. 1:8)Ñ22 (:22)

Page 520                                                Romans 8:1-13



- And that portion provides the members of the remnant with the
subtiltyof GodÕs thinking in connection with His outworking of His
program with them.

- And thatÕs why, when you get to Ephesians, youÕre immediately
taken into the eternity-past counsels of God to look at the genius 
behind what He has doneÑand all thatÕs going on in this dispensation
of grace is something that God had purposed and counseled for before
the world began with a view to the dispensation of the fullness of 
times and the ages to come!

- (see Eph. 1:3-5; 3:9-11)

- By the way, thatÕs when your wisdomand your prudence
begin to dwell together!  Ñ and you also begin to find out
the knowledge of the Òwitty inventionsÓ as you do that.

- Which is why thatÕs sitting in Proverbs 8ÑthatÕs part of the
subtiltyÑthe wisdomand the prudencedwell together and 
that gives you that capacity of subtle thinking to find out the 
knowledge of those witty inventions.

- It all matches up perfectly!

- Phase 2ÑLevel II

- 4  To give subtilty to the simple, (Phase 1 of Level II)
to the young man knowledge and discretion.  (Proverbs 1:4)

- You MUST bear in mind and keep in mind that everything in Level I (both 
Phases) are still up and running (so to speak) - and everything that the Father 
has done to give the son subtiltyin his sophomoric stage is still up and 
runningÑthat is, all that is fully and effectually working in the sonÕs inner 
man.

- In other words, it is wrong to view the sonship curriculum as cyclicalor just 
going through one phase and one level and once thatÕs been successfully 
passed, that information is over and it can be ÔshelvedÕ (so to speak) as 
something that really doesnÕt apply as you proceed on through the sonship 
curriculumÑbecause thatÕs not how this curriculum has been designed by the 
Father.

- The curriculum is designed to build upon every thing and every issue and 
every form of doctrine you learnÑin fact, each form of doctrine acts as Ôprep-
schoolÕ (so to speak) for the next, upcoming phase & form of doctrine!
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- Now once the son has succeeded in gaining all of the subtility that the Father 
wants to give himÑand that he desperately needsto have as a son that is 
properly described as ÒsimpleÓ Ñ once heÕs got effectually working in his 
inner man the subtiltyin connection with his FatherÕs business, and the 
subtiltyin connection with the Adversary and his policy of evil that works to 
oppose and resist his sonship (functional) life Ñ that subtilethinking provides 
for the son to kind of Ôsober upÕ - that is, to shed all the sophomoric thinking 
and bravado of Òhaving arrivedÓ (so to speak) - and there is, at this point in 
his sonship life (at the midway point of Level II of sonship edification) a 
major turn of events in the education of the son.

- And one of the big indicators to thatÑ which is given within the Table of 
ContentsÑ is, for the first time, the use of the appellative ÒmanÓ to describe 
the son:  Òyoung manÓ.

- The construction of the phrase with the qualifier on the front end (ÒyoungÓ) 
makes it so that he realizes heÕs not quite yet a full manÑbut nevertheless 
heÕs now marked out as a ÒmanÓ in his FatherÕs eyesÑand in the eyes of the 
Adversary!

- He now has far more understanding & appreciation for his FatherÕs
businessÑthe gravityof it all has properly gripped his heartÑand
he knows far more than the fact of his FatherÕs businessÑhe now
understands the ÒwhyÓ of itÑthe geniusbehind it all.

- And to put it simplyÑall of that works to produce and to generate
in the sonÕs thinking (in the son who can now be called a Òyoung
manÓ) - all that works to generate in his thinking ÒwhatÕs at stakeÓ!

- He realizes with acute, penetrating comprehension not only the
seriousness of this business of his Father, but also the ÔhighnessÕ of
it (just to use that expression).

- see Phil. 3:10-16 (:14)

- The sonÕs now gripped with the sober reality of how much the 
Father has invested in His businessÑand how much the Father has 
invested in you (as your FatherÕs son/daughter whom He has vested 
with the actual running of that business!)

- And the son now has a grave and sober realization of just 
how much his own personal involvement is vested in the
FatherÕs businessÑand how great his personal interest and
involvement is in it!!!
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- The son is now (really for the first time) thinking, not just abouthis FatherÕs 
business, but he is now thinking the very same thoughts his Father thinks about 
that businessÑin other words, the son is now thinking WITH his Father!

- HeÕs thinking with his Father about both the business they are both
involved inÑand heÕs thinking with his Father about this Adversary
that seeks to oppose and thwart all that business endeavor.

- And I donÕt what you to just sleep through thisÑbecause you need to be 
thinking very carefully about what IÕve just been sayingÑbecause the truth of 
the matter is, once that kind of thinking is taking place in the son, thatÕs the 
very thing that begins to characterize the Òyoung manÓ stage now.

- (ThatÕs one of the chief characteristics of a Òyoung manÓ as 
opposed to the ÒsimpleÓ son.)

- All those things that characterized youthfulness and frivolity and easily being 
distractedÑand always needing to be told to Ôincline your earÕ and Ôattend to 
my wordsÕ begins to fall by the wayside.

- (Òincline your earÓ isnÕt mentioned any more in those
exhortationsÑand Òattend to my wordsÓ only occurs one
last time in Pro. 7:24, and even thatÕs in direct connection
with the remnant of Israel!)

- ThereÕs no need to come along and admonish the son to not turn his
ear awayÑ(which is the focus of the opposition in Level I and in 
Phase 2 of Level II) Ñ but by now the son has successfully repelled
all those kind of attacks and opposition by the time he reaches Phase 2
of Level II.

- The opposition has failed to get it so that the sonÕs
education and edification doesnÕt Ôtake rootÕ (so to
speak) - which is what most of the opposition is about
with all the bombardment of the wisdom of this world.

- And when youÕre over in Eph., Phil., & Col., the saints are at a point
where they donÕt have to be admonished about the value of what
theyÕre learning Ñ that value is well-recognized by nowÑand what
needs to be recognized now is this critical new aspect to the sonÕs 
educationÑboth in how he will be getting knowledge and discretion,
and in the details of the AdversaryÕs opposition to him ever getting
that knowledge & discretionÑbecause the Adversary knows that this
is the final step in that sonÕs education before he gets to be a Òwise 
manÓ who will Òhear and will increase learning.Ó
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- And I know IÕm spending a lot of time dealing with the introduction to 
Phase 2 of Level II Ñ but IÕm doing that for a very important reason.

- Because first and foremost, as you pass into this final phase of Level II 
sonship education, and as you are no longer considered an empty son or even 
a simpleson Ñ but now as youÕre considered by your Father (and by the 
Adversary, too) a MANÑalbeit a Òyoung manÓ Ñ you have to realizeÑand I 
mean realize in not just a glancing look, or in any minimal wayÑbut having a 
deep appreciation for what becomes so critical now, and what becomes a 
centerpiece (so to speak) that characterizes the status of a son being called a 
Òyoung manÓÑ that once itÕs appreciated to the degree itÕs supposed to be 
appreciated, puts the entire spectrum of Phase 2 of Level II in the proper place 
it needs to be in, in your thinking, in order for you to begin gaining the 
appreciation of why it is that the Òyoung manÓ desperately needs to get 
Òknowledge and discretionÓ at this point.

- And itÕs good here to remember that youÕve already got a whole bunch of 
things working properly Ñ youÕve got all your sonship orientation down, as 
well as your sonship establishment Ñ and youÕve become establish in your 
sonship decision-making skills Ñ and youÕve also got all the problems 
associated with either the Corinthian problematic thinking that can occur, or 
the Galatian problematic thinking that can occur all now behind you.

- And on top of that youÕve got to realize that youÕre now not only undergoing 
all of those Òsufferings of this present timeÓ - but on top of that, youÕve begun 
to undergo the Òsufferings of ChristÓ now.

- And all that (along with the subtiltyto acutely understand and appreciate the 
further details of the FatherÕs business and the opposition from the policy of 
evil) - all of that makes it so that the son now realizes that my FatherÕs 
business is far more involved and multi-dimensional than I ever knew; and the 
AdversaryÕs policy of evil is far more subtle and beguiling than I ever knew; 
and if that policy of evil succeeds to take my Òprecious lifeÓ (functional life), 
THEREÕS FAR MORE AT STAKE (especially for me, personally) THAN 
JUST A HINDRANCE TO MY EDUCATION!

- At this point the sonÕs thinking is now Ôon parÕ with his FatherÕs thinking, 
and heÕs actually moved into the realm in which he realizes that the things 
that the policy of evil is after in connection with him is of a nature now of 
really RUINING   (or endeavoring to ruin) the good REPUTATION and the 
good conversationand the godly influence that he has come to possess and 
has attained unto having reached Level II sonship edification!
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- And that kind of thinking is real mature Ñ itÕs not fully mature yet, 
but itÕs real mature in contrast with what the son was experiencing and 
what characterized his thinking under Level I.

- And what IÕm after in all this is to kind of focus your attention on the things 
that become the matters of the sonÕs thinking when heÕs in Phase 2 of Level II 
to his sonship edification.

- And by doing thisÑit allows you to begin to think about those 2
terms in the Table of Contents that make up the body of information
that the son is going to be givenÑ  ÒknowledgeÓ  and  Òdiscretion.Ó

- Because, Òknowledge,Ó especially, is a very broad termÑit can mean
a whole bunch of things in a whole bunch of different contexts!

- But by doing the work weÕve been doingÑthat puts your thinking
in the position God wants it in when youÕre dealing with the 2 issues
the son gets in Phase 2 of Level II Ñ that allows you to think about
them in that framework.

- Therefore the ÒknowledgeÓ the son is going to be given here isnÕt
just any old knowledge on any old subjectÑbut itÕs specificto the
curriculum the son is in in Phase 2/Level II.

- The knowledgeheÕs going to be given (after getting the subtiltythat
makes him realize thereÕs far more to his FatherÕs business than he 
was aware ofÑand thereÕs more to the PoE and the opposition against 
him than he was aware ofÑand as heÕs given that subtilty, he begins 
to grow in both those areas) ÑheÕs now going to be given knowledge
concerning the kind of INFLUENCEand IMPACTand 
REPUTATIONthat the he is now having as a result of that subtilty
effectually working in his inner man that solves his sophomoric
simple-ness and goes on to produce his status as a Òyoung man.Ó

- Because the son is far more advanced in his understanding
& appreciation for being a member of the new creature of the
church, the body of ChristÑand the influence and impact that
has upon those creatures in the heavenly places.

- Because of the subtilty, the son realizes thereÕs more to the
opposing of the Adversary than he was taught about under
Level IÑand thereÕs more at stake than he was taught about
under Level I.
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- And now weÕre given knowledgeabout the kind of influence we have in the 
heavenly placesÑto the tune of our conversationbeing in heaven.

- And weÕre given understanding that, really thatÕs the MAIN REALM of our 
impact and our influence as members of the new creature of the church, the 
body of Christ.

- And the thrust of everything, as far as our conduct & behavior is concerned 
as you get to Eph, Phil, & Col and our sonship decision-making in that part of 
the curriculumÑis not to just think about our conduct & behavior in the eyes 
of men that we encounter every day in the world in which we liveÑand to not 
just think of sonship decision-making in connection with the impact that it has 
with men on this earthÑbut to think about our conversation being in 
heavenÑand to think about the impact & influence we have in the face of 
those principalities, mights, and dominions in the heavenly places.

- ItÕs not that we were never made aware of the existenceof those
heavenly places Ðbecause we were back in Level IÑbut when you

             get to Level II (Eph, Phil, Col), THAT BECOMES THE EMPHASIS!

- (see Col. 3:1-3)

- And you need to recognize by thatÑthat when Paul tells you that Òour 
conversation is in heavenÓ in Phil. 3:20 Ñ you need to recognize that heÕs not 
simply saying that thatÕs true for every member of the church the body of 
Christ!

- In principle, itÕs trueÑbut the issue is, when he makes that 
statement, heÕs saying that, ÔIn connection with what IÕve just
described about the way in which IÕm conducting myself, and not
following these who are Òthe enemies of the cross of ChristÓ who
mind earthly things, and all this business, our conversation is in
heaven.Ó

- In other words, itÕs by conducting ourselves in connection with how
he describes proper sonship conduct & behavior there in Phil. 3 that
we have that full impact and full conversation in heavenÑand make
that influencewe are privileged to make there!

- Well, my understanding is that thatÕs the kind of thinking & understanding 
that develops in a son, and really becomes the occupation of his mind when 
heÕs dealing with the body of information heÕs being givenÑespecially in 
Phase 2 of Level II of his sonship edification.
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- And itÕs right here at the mid-way point in the sonÕs Level II educationÑ
right after the Father has given to the son subtility into the behind-the-scenes 
genius of what the FatherÕs business is about, and the genius of how He 
designed it to operateÑand there is a measure of maturity in the son now 
where, in a major way (maybe not in a full way yet, but in a major way) the 
son, himself, if he was given the task of designing the FatherÕs business and 
running the FatherÕs business, the son would design it and run it exactly like 
the Father!  

- (Like Father, like son!) Ñ which is exactly what the Father
desired in the first placeÑto impart His heart to the sonÕs
heartÑwhich is why a man was ever created by God in His
image and in His likenessÑcreated with the capacity of 
godliness!

- And the son now has the sober reality dawn on him of the ÔhighnessÕ of the 
situation at handÑand the CAUSE of the FatherÕs business so works to cause 
the son to look at what heÕs doing (personally, on a personal level), and the son 
says, ÒYou know, I could ruin this thing if IÕm not carefulÑI could bring 
shameand disgraceupon this if IÕm not careful!Ó

- And THATÕS what characterizes a young manÑthatÕs what a Father, 
when He looks at His sonÕs developmentÑwhen He sees that, and He 
can hear coming out of His sonÕs lips terminology like thatÑthe 
Father can come along and say, ÒSon, youÕre a young man!Ó  (Because 
thatÕs the characteristic of a young man.)

- A young man is taking the knowledge that he hasÑand by his 
knowledge of it, and his constant use of that knowledge from the 
moment he was adopted and up to the simplestage, and then losing 
the simpleson appellative and characteristic because of the subtilty
that was given himÑhe begins to look at himself and realizes that all
this talk about him emulating his Father and his Father being his 
Father and he being his FatherÕs son isnÕt just theoryÑnow I want to
be (more than anything else), Ôlike Father, like son.Õ  

- I now want people, when they see me, to see YOU in me!

- I want the differentiation that would naturally exist between me and
You because of my age, and because of what I donÕt know, to no 
longer be something people recognizeÑI donÕt what them to say, ÒHe 
just doesnÕt know anything yet.Ó  

In other words, I want it to be so that if they donÕt look closely at me, 
theyÕll think theyÕre dealing with You! Ñ And theyÕll think that 
theyÕre hearing You speak when they hear me speak!
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- And thatÕs the kind of thinking that the Òyoung manÓ stage has to it.

- And you need to be alert to thisÑthat this characteristic kind of
thinking of the Òyoung manÓ stage  Ñ that young man kind of
ÒknowledgeÓ (Pro. 1:4) is actually embeddedwithin ÒdiscretionÓ or
discretionary type thinkingÑitÕs that kind of ÒknowledgeÓ - the 
knowledgeof what characterizes the young man stageÑthat makes
it so that the son now WANTS to make discretionaryjudgments &
decisions.

- And therefore, thatÕs also why, as you go through Eph, Phil, Col,
you have the Adversary increasing his assaults and opposition up a
notchÑusing men who teach doctrine(Òwinds of doctrineÓ), and 
youÕve got all that Òcunning craftinessÓ youÕre going to have to now
deal withÑand all those Òwiles of the devilÓ over there in Eph 6.

- Which is why youÕre given there in Eph 6, Òthe whole armour of 
GodÓ - and a detailed analysis of each pieceÑbecause youÕre going
to needeach piece of it now!

- And this is a big issue hereÑbecause once youÕre in that
young man state, (just as there was a point [in which you 
could put your finger on it and point to it in Level I of your
sonship edification] - so too is there at this very point in
Level II where youÕve become that young man, and youÕve
got the knowledgeand youÕve got the discretionÑthat all
acts as a signal to the Adversary that he now can unleash
all his wilesto oppose and resistyour sonship edification.

- And on one side, youÕve got the whole armour of God on
your partÑand on the other side youÕve got all the wiles of
the devilcoming at youÑand this fight is on:  no holes 

          barred!  (YouÕre now a worthy opponent to be reckoned with).

- Well, all that comes into play to form the sonÕs Òyoung manÓ perspective 
now.  Ñ  He sees/perceives that the issue now is the FatherÕs CAUSE (the 
cause of the FatherÕs business is everything).  

- And the son realizes that heÕs the one now, who is being entrustedby the 
Father on a greater and greater basisÑand when he gets out in Level III, heÕll 
have the greatest opportunity to put it all on displayÑbut here in Phase 2 of 
Level II, that issue begins to become a matter of his constant consciousnessÑ
which is the kind of mentality that a young man has.
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- The son who is in that young manstage has made a critical 
adjustment in his thinkingabout how he, personally, conducts and
behaves himself in light of, and in view of the causeof the FatherÕs
business being his own cause, now.

- That son needs to see himself (by means of the knowledgehis Father
gives him to produce within him) - that heÕs carrying on his FatherÕs
reputationÑand now everything he does MATTERS   (conduct & 
behavior-wise, or concerning his conversation).

- It mattersto those who see and hear him on this earth; but
it matters just as greatÑwith really the greatest impact of all

            upon those heavenly places (and all the rulers that reside there).

- And the son is to understand and appreciate that everything he does
is designed to succeedin his FatherÕs causeÑwhich rightfully now,
as a young man, is his cause!

- he adopts the FatherÕs causeas his ownÑand he is acutely
aware that everything in his life is designed for successin 
that cause.  (and thatÕs all in light of the subtilityhe got in
Phase 1 of Level II).

- And really, all that produces in the son the absolute need and
desire for discretion!

- The daunting, sobering, revolution to this thinking that brings the son
to this major turn of eventsin his lifeÑis that he is now made aware
that he holds and bears the reputation of his FatherÕs business!

- And heÕs being looked upon by both the Father, and the
Adversary (and the angelic host to boot) as one who bears that 
very thing!

- And the nature of the knowledge(the body of doctrine/information) 
youÕre given in Phase 2/Level II is designed to provide for your
success in that cause in everything that you doÑso that you do not
ever allow that cause to come under disreputeand be disgracedby
your lack of discretionaryconduct and behavior and judgments!

- And the son sees himself as being targets for those very thingsÑand
the way in which the opposition is going to endeavor to oppose him
succeeding in his FatherÕs business is to get him involved in an 
indiscretion!  
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- (And thatÕs why you would knowÑif you were following the
curriculum along properlyÑthat when it comes to boiling down
what the young man is to getÑheÕs to get knowledgeand discretion).

- And by understanding the kind of knowledge(that young 
man type knowledge) - and by putting that word knowledge
in the proper position God wants it in in your thinking Ñ
which gets produced by dealing with it within the contextÑ
by understanding what the young mantype knowledgeis 
aboutÑthat tells you that the other thing the son has to have 

            (desperatelyhas to have) along with knowledgeis discretion! 

- Well, again, the causebecomes the big issuein Phase 2 of Level IIÑor 
maybe to put it another way (and to use the word that Paul used when he 
described this:  ÒJesusÕ sakeÓ).  (II Cor. 4:5, 11)

- And you can trace or follow the progression of how this all works,
for instance with the issue of the effectual working of the doctrine in
Level I that, for example, began to produce godly love & charity 
within the son.  (Romans 12:3-5,  9-10, ch. 14, ch. 15:1-8)

- Godly love is self-less thinking Ñ and as that selfless thinking
grows & develops and moves into Level II where the issue of the
causegets brought into the picture Ñ at that point the issue of 
self-ish-ness has now been put so far into the background that the
cause can now be seen.

- And you become less and less of an issue (so to speak) - that you
become willing to sacrifice yourself for the cause.

- And thatÕs why youÕre able to deal with the greater levels of 
opposition which can even include Ôbeing delivered unto death for
JesusÕ sakeÕÑ because the greater cause now is ÒJesusÕ sake.Ó
(again, II Cor. 4:5, 11)

- And thatÕs why youÕd be able to come along and say, (like the 
apostle Paul) -  ÒI want the fellowship of his sufferings!  I want to be   
made conformable unto his death! (Phil. 3:10)  Death for me is gain!
(Phil. 1:21)

- And in that kind of progression, you clearly see how that everything
Paul was given did just what weÕve saidÑit all worked for him to
succeedin his FatherÕs causeÑthe cause in which Paul was bearing
the name and reputation of his FatherÕs business!
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- SUMMARY STATEMENTS:

- The Òyoung manÓ Ñ Not solely a reference to age, but particularly to the 
middle stage of development in sonship edification which should belong to a 
young man in age Ñ (stop and go to Pro. 7:6-7 Ñ where David exhorts 
Solomon about the young man void of understanding who is easily victimized 
Ñ notice that David is very careful to utilize bothof the terms that apply to a 
young man of age, and a young man of spiritual maturity Ñ Ò6  For at the 
window of my house I looked and through my casement,  7  And beheld 
among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths (thatÕs the young man 
of age), a young man(thatÕs the young man of spiritual maturity) void of 
understanding.Ó  [that tells you that the Òyoung manÓ in ch. 1:4 is focusing 
upon a young man of spiritual maturity Ñ he may, by coincidence be a young 
manof age, but David particularly wants you thinking about the young man of 
maturity in his mentality]  Ñ  the young man stage in age begins at about 18 
years and runs to about 24/30 (in natural sonship) during which time the sonÕs 
edification specifically involves 3 things:  

1) Increased involvement in more and more of the various aspects & 
operations of his FatherÕs business;  

2) Increased and advanced education and training by his Father into 
the objectives, goals, and aims of the businessÑso that thereÕs a fuller 
understanding & appreciation of all that the FatherÕs business entails 
and seeks to accomplish;  

3) Increased and advanced education for making keen and insightful 
and shrewd business decisions that keep the business sound, that keep 
itÕs operations pure, that do not comprise itÕs objectives, goals, and 
aims, that do not tarnish itÕs reputation or bring it into disrepute or 
shame, that avoid scandal or avoid it being adversely affected or 
discredited or disgraced by any means from within or without Ñ  a 
clear and deep understanding & appreciation for the integrity of the 
name he bears and of his FatherÕs business and the high stakes of the 
causeof that business, as well as for his own roll for maintaining that 
integrity, and walking in accordance with itÑgets produced within the 
son during the young man stage of his sonship edification.  

- Hence, in connection with where the son is now, in his edification, 
along with what is at stakeas he maturesÑas a young man, he needs 
to be given knowledge and discretion.  

- This is the characteristic feature, now, to Phase 2 of Level II of 
sonship edification.
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- ÒknowledgeÓ = the knowledgeis specifically about the sonÕs conversation, 
and the impact and influence of it on others, on his FatherÕs business and His 
operations, on himself and on his ability to go on and to become the wise man 
that he should eventually be.

- ThatÕs the issue thatÕs involved in the overall body of information
that is given to the son when heÕs going to be dealt with as the young
manheÕs come to be.

- The focus is going to be:  with the causebeing produced within him
as the greatest issue of allÑand with him seeing himself as the one
whoÕs carrying his FatherÕs name/reputationÑand is being looked
upon as the one through whom the operations of the FatherÕs 
business are to be brought to passÑhe, therefore, is given knowledge
that particularly address things from that perspective.

- And everything the sons is told in the body of information that 
comprises his ÒknowledgeÓ Ñ itÕs all said with the focus being upon
him having an impact and an influenceby everything he saysand
doesÑand thatÕs an issue of his Òconversation.Ó

- And thatÕs the big issue in Eph, Phil, & Col Ñ not that it hasnÕt 
ever been an issue before thatÑbut itÕs that it becomes the big issue
in the sense that in view of understanding the FatherÕs causenow, the
issue is having our conversation in heaven and not doing something
or compromising ourselves in such a way (especially by being
victimized by the PoE) that would make it so that our conversation
is NOT thereÑitÕs ruined there.

- That take us to the issue of Òdiscretion.Ó

- And you have to recognize that if a son fully appreciates the kind of 
knowledge (young man type knowledge) heÕs getting at this stage in his 
edificationÑhow that makes it so that a son now has this desperate, dire need 
for one major thing:  discretion!

- Why?
- (Because there is a very critical aspect or shade of meaning that
is contained in discretionthat is going to SAVE the son from the
many wilesof the AdversaryÕs attacks (from the strange woman);
as well as provide for his being able to cause the grace that operates
in his functional life to aboundmore and more; and to better qualify
himself for ruling and functioning in all of the highest operationsof
his FatherÕs business!)
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- Remember what the kind of knowledgethe son is given at this point
in his edificationÑhis conversationis now in heavenÑhis FatherÕs
cause, and the highnessof it, is now everythingto himÑhe now 
carries the name and the reputation of his Father & his FatherÕs cause
and businessÑhe now has an impact & influenceon others in the
heavenly places, especiallyÑand that son now knows that there is a
very real threat of failure for him in all this!

- And if failure is a major threat to the son at this pointÑwhat would
failure be for him?  what would it consist of?

- (The reason IÕm going over this [harping on this] - is to get
you to see that itÕs not that the whole of the FatherÕs business
is going to implode if the son failsÑthe FatherÕs business isnÕt
going to be completely wrecked by the son!)

- And this is importantÑbecause we can actually use this 
issue of why a son desperately needs, (and if all things are
effectually working properly), he is in dire needof this single
thing:  discretion!  Ñ this, again, is an exercise for you in your
mind to get whatÕs being told to you in Pro. 1:4b in the proper
position in your thinking God wants it in, in order for you to
understand & appreciate the WHYÑwhy, if you were to fill
in the blank (so to speak), you would write, d-i-s-c-r-e-t-i-o-n!

- So why does a son in Phase 2 of Level II see discretionas something
that saveshim from failure, and without it, having dreadful or
terrible consequences?

- And one of the big things you have to realize here is that the focus is
not just upon his FatherÕs business being wreckedÑbut the focus is
upon HIM Ñ the son, himself, and his reputation, his influence, his
impact!

- The effectual work of the subtiltyand the knowledgehas produced in 
the son the grandeur of the FatherÕs business that he never saw before;
and all itÕs operations and objectives and goals and aimsÑhe sees the
wisdom & genius behind why the Father did what he didÑhe sees that
causebeing the high calling of his lifeÑand he sees all the cunning,
crafty subtle opposition of the Adversary to the business of his Father.

- And the sonsÕ eyes are open to itÑhis perception is clear and deep
into all these things.
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- And now the further knowledgeof Phase 2 makes him aware that
his part in this is to have his conversationin heavenÑthe Father
makes him aware of that he can have an impact & influence in all 
this (either positively or negatively) - and everythingin that sonÕs 
life is to work toward the success of the cause of this business that
the Father & son are now laboring in, together!

- And ÒsuccessÓ for the son will be the maintaining his good
conversationÑhis good influenceÑhis good impactÑnot bringing
reproach or shame or disgrace upon the cause of his FatherÕs
business.

- And ÒfailureÓ is therefore going to be the issue of having his own
reputation, influence, and impact ruinedÑhis conversationruined
in the very place where the Father has designed for it to be made.

- ÒFailureÓ for the son Ñ (and heÕs actually made aware of the fact
that Ôfailure IS an option,Õ and an ever present danger) Ñ heÕs made
aware that if his conversationgets ruined, whatÕs at stake for him,
personally, is the LOSS OF HIS REWARD in his FatherÕs business!

- The son is first made aware of this all the way back at the
beginning of his sonship orientationÑwhen he was to
Òperceive the words of understandingÓ
(see Romans 8:16-17)

- And itÕs brought up again within the body of information
that deals with the problems of sonship encountered by the
Corinthian type thinking.
(see I Corinthians 3:1-8 [:8])

- But then that reward becomes a big issue in Level II.
(see Colossians 2:18; 3:24-25)

- So with that kind of thinkingÑwith putting the discretionin the proper 
place in our minds that God wants it inÑwe should be able to define it, and 
then to get a working definition of it (a summary statement, if you will).
- ÒdiscretionÓ = the action of separating or distinguishingÑthe ability to 
critically discern or judge or distinguish what is correct and proper, always 
directed by caution and circumspection.

- And that issue of caution and how your actions & decisions ÒfitÓ
properly into the framework of the cause of the business is a huge 
issueÑbecause an indiscretion(or want of discretion) will have
devastating personalconsequences!  (politicians, for example)
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- But the thing that sets discretionapart as being the most
excellent term used to describe what the son so desperately
needs nowÑin view of the young man-type knowledgehe gets
in Phase 2 of Level II Ñ is the shade of meaning it carries that
is unique to the term discretion, is that:  discretion is the English
term that is used TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF MEN 

in ordinary life!

- Discretionis the combination of wisdomand prudence
used to make judgments (judgmental decisions) with
caution and circumspection (cautious attention to all the 
facts & circumstances in the case, and to the natural or 
probable consequences of a decision with a view to a 
correct course of conduct, or to avoid danger)  in order to 
regulate the conduct of men.

- Discretionis directed by circumspection(personal).

- That son in Phase 2 of Level II sonship edification desperately
needs discretionbecause thatÕs the very thing that will serve to
properly regulate his conduct & behavior according to all his
Father has made him to be in His business!

- He need to know how to make decisions that, while they may
seem to be right according to his sonship libertyÑthey may be
entirely wrong (and/or dangerous) in light of some other facts 
and circumstances that now come into play.

- And he needs to be able to make judgments that will avoid
bringing shame and disgrace upon his FatherÕs name and upon
his FatherÕs causeÑespecially in the arena in which there is the
greatest impact of allÑhis conversationin the heavenly places!

- Discretion describes the type of decisions you make when 
your REPUTATION is now in view.

- And thatÕs a big thingÑbecause we donÕt talk about
murder, for instance, as being an indiscretionÑwe 
reserve the term indiscretionfor someone who has done
something to damage their reputation!
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- And you need to be awareÑ(and I mean really aware) of the
fact that itÕs in this very areaÑthe area of making an
indiscretionary decision) Ñ that the bulk of attacks and
opposition from the AdversaryÕs PoE is going to come!  in Level II

- ItÕs going to come in the form of attacks upon your own
personal, Christian, sonship integrity !  (Especially as it pertains
to the business of the Heavenly Father that you and Him are in
partnership together in now to get accomplished!)

- And hopefully, you see how that this is even keenerdecision-
making skill over and above what you were given in the 
instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, & equityÑbecause
you now know something of the fullnessof the FatherÕs 
business, and the AdversaryÕs opposition to that business.

- And thatÕs why the kind of things that are brought up
in the books of Eph Phil & Col are thereÑthose are all
issues that have at their core, this issue of you having a
reputation in connection with being an adult adopted
son with advancedunderstanding & appreciation into
the depths of the FatherÕs business!

- And your personal, Christian, sonship integrity has to
now have a lot of discretionin order to maintain the
conversationof that integrity (impact/influence) in the
heavenly places!

- Discretionallows the son to maintain that good reputation
and good influence and good impact in the operation of his
FatherÕs business.

- And if indiscretionshappen in the natural world of business;
how much more should we expect those type of attacks of not
just a ÔcompetitorÕ to our businessÑbut weÕre talking about the
sworn Adversary to our FatherÕs business (and us)! Ñ His
full-time occupation is opposingour FatherÕs businessÑand
now that youÕre carrying the name of your Father, and now that
your conversationmatters and makes an impact and has an
influence in the operations of that businessÑnow his sworn
occupation is to resist YOU as you carry out the cause of your
FatherÕs business!
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- Therefore, as a summary statement or working definition:

- At the young man stage of sonship edification, discretionis a further 
development of sonship decision-making skill that now focuses upon the sonÕs  
conduct & behavior in view of maintaining & retaining his good reputation 
and pure conversationso as not to bring his conversationand/or cause into 
disrepute, disgrace, discredit, dishonor, or even bring it into basic disfavor with 
others.  Knowing the high cause personally, and the highness of his FatherÕs 
business, noble discretionis the key to the son successfully realizing the 
reward of the inheritance and qualification to manage the operations of his 
FatherÕs business, whereas indiscretion would result in ruining his 
conversationand losing his reward and high position in his FatherÕs business.

- In view of what it means at this point in sonship edification, and especially 
regarding the mentality of the young manÑ discretionis a species of 
discernment that is different from the kind of discernment that belongs to the 
judgmentstage of sonship decision-making and judgments associated with 
Level IÑitÕs a species of discernment that involves decision-making in the 
area of maintaining and retaining a good reputation; a good and pure 
conversation; so as not to bring oneself and/or oneÕs cause into disrepute, 
disgrace, discredit, dishonor, or even to bring it into basic disfavor with others.  
Discretioninvolves keen decision-making of a cautionary nature which acutely 
realizes that oneÕs conversationand reputation is not only important, but it is 
influential .  Based upon this, discretioninvolves one cautiously evaluating 
oneÕs conduct and behavior and walk so as to avoid any disrepute/reproach 
coming to pass because of the son foolishly putting himself in positions of 
being tempted to do wrong, or to be carnal, or to be taken advantage of, or to 
be suspected of compromise and the like.  Noble discretion(i.e., what should 
encapsulate the young man mentality because the causeis now the big issueÑ
nobility of thinking or being noble minded is really where oneÕs own personal 
interest is a non-issueÑand thereÕs a cause that you see that is greater than 
yourself, not just in theory, but in real lifeÑand youÕre willing to give up of 
yourself, and to sacrifice yourself for that cause) Ñ [noble discretionnow 
naturally exists in a young manÕs thinking]Ñand noble discretioninvolves one 
being so desirous for maintaining the good influence that his pure conversation
has upon succeedingwith his cause (because heÕs now adopted the cause of his 
Father as his own) and its benefits to others that he walks circumspectly, being 
on guard against any lack of temperance or self-control on his part that might 
make him to compromise or lose his good influence.

- And this is kind of an encapsulation of what is involved in the young manÕs 
thinking and nature of the kind of decisions he is going to have to make in 
Phase 2 of Level II of sonship edification.
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- And if youÕve been familiarizing yourself with Eph Phil & ColÑ
and especially with EphesiansÑyou should begin to perceive that 
the book of Ephesians is actually broken down into, really, the actual 
2 Phases of Level II!

- And you should see something Paul says that makes that ÔlightÕ kind
of turn on in your thinkingÑor see where it is that what is said to 
and about the son who is simple, and the subtiltyheÕs given, where it 
makes a marked and distinct shift from that subtiltyto talking straight 
to this issue of the sonÕs walk and conduct and behaviorÑand do it 
with recognizing the big issue now is the CAUSE of the FatherÕs 
business.

       (So, where do you see that kind of thing happening in Ephesians?)

- Eph. 4:1! Ñ ThatÕs the issue nowÑthe causeis our vocation!
- ThatÕs what all our training in our FatherÕs business is
all about!  Ñ and while weÕve been alerted to this vocation
right from the beginning, now, all the doctrine weÕve been
given, and all the exhortations our Father has given to us, and
all of the effectual working of His Level I education and
edification of us has produced within us the recognition that
the cause He has in this dispensation of grace in producing
this new creature called the church the body of Christ that we
are members ofÑand the vocation thatÕs attached to it is the
sum and substance of everything as far as this dispensation of
grace is concernedÑand we view everything from that 
perspective!

- Which is why, when Paul prays what he does back in Eph. ch. 1,
and gives you the 3 categories of ÒknowledgeÓ that the things he just 
introduced (outline-wise) in the opening 15 verses of Eph. 1 provide 
for, he says, :  (1:17-19)  Ñ  17  That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of
the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19  And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of hismighty power,
É..

- the issue is, what all IÕm involved in now is for the FATHERÕS
SAKE!
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- Because HeÕs the ÒFather of gloryÓ Ñ HeÕs begotten a plan that
results in the exaltation and extolling of His rightful ÒgloryÓ - and 
weÕre directly involved in that (by His own design)!

- And everything that HeÕs done for us by the riches of His grace to
make us who we are Òin ChristÓ is the beginningof thatÑand 
everything HeÕs educated us in in Level I sonship edification that turns
our thinking from ourselves unto what HEÕSdoing (and produces in
us the Òmind of ChristÓ so that we think the exact same way the Lord
Jesus Christ thinks) - and the way He thinks is to do everything to
succeedwith the accomplishment of the FatherÕs planÑto the 
exaltation of the Father of glory being the Father of glory that He is
Ñ and all that gets duplicated in us now!

- So with that being the case, when you get to that ÔpracticalÕ section
in Ephesians 4 and followingÑyour ÒwalkÓ is spoken about there in
connection with your vocationÑand your walk is not recognized as
being divorced from your vocationÑyour walk is now recognized as
a means of you walking worthy of your vocationÑand then as youÕre
exhorted in the details of the doctrine about your walk, everything is
connected with you emulating your Father and walking just like the
Son walked (in connection with the sonship curriculum).

- (see Eph. 5:1-2)

- And thatÕs why you have (Eph. 5:11);  and (Eph. 5:15) 
Ñ thatÕs all discretionaryjudgment type terminology!  
     (ThatÕs giving the young man, discretion!)

- Well, since weÕre here in Ephesians and looking at the body of information 
that makes up our Father giving us (as the young man), knowledgeand 
discretionÑperhaps the wisest thing to do hereÑand the most logical thing to 
do hereÑin order to polish off talking about what Level II sonship edification 
is all aboutÑis to just take a brief look at the corresponding exhortations and 
corresponding doctrine that goes along with Level II.

- Exhortations for giving subtility to the simple, and to the young man
knowledge and discretion:   found in Proverbs 6:20 Ñ 8:36

- However, you have to be careful with Proverbs chapter 8Ñdue to it
dealing with giving subtility, knowledge & discretionwith respect to
the outworking of GodÕs program with Israel, primarilyÑespecially as
their program comes to a head in the climatic stage (4th/5th Install.)
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- TheyÕre also going to have to be given the subtility to deal
with the full-blown Satanic Policy of Evil arrayed against 
them at that timeÑand therefore theyÕre exhorted in ch. 8 to
the kind of subtiltytheyÕll need to handle that severe attack.

- (which is why youÕve got 8:12) Ñ

- And my understanding is that chapter 8 really deals with BOTH
phases of Level IIÑit kind of overlays the entirety of Level II.

- Because as wisdom begins Ôcrying at the gates of the cityÕ - the
exhortations of ch. 8 really takes you from the subtilitygiven to the
simpleson all the way to the young manstage with his discretion,
right through the 36 verses of ch. 8.

- And as you deal with these exhortations and the corresponding doctrine, you 
come to appreciate that there are certain ÒmarkersÓ that the Father looks for in 
the son Ñ one of them has to do with the sonÕs no longer having to be 
constantly told to Òattend to my wordsÓ and Òincline thine earÓ - thatÕs all now 
a past (or at the very least, a passing) issue in the son Ñ and another ÒmarkerÓ 
the Father looks for is that the son is developing a reputation all on his own: 
and the Father looks for the son to become awareof that reputation heÕs 
developing.

- And you see that as you see the exhortations shift in their tone and the 
manner in which the son is exhorted from Proverbs 1:7 through 6:19 to what 
begins being said to the son (exhortation-wise) at ch. 6 and vs. 20.

- And as that son develops his reputation and begins to become aware of that 
and that he bears his FatherÕs name, and the cause of the FatherÕs business 
becomes a big issue to him Ñ all that is generated and produced by means of 
those 4 decision making skills he learned about and is utilizing on a daily 
basis in the details of his life (back in Level I and Phase 2).  [Those decision 
making skills produce that kind of an awareness in the son].

- In fact, as a result of the sonÕs instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment 
and equitybeing put into practiceÑthe son actually begins to receive from
others the realization that heÕs getting a reputation as a son of his Heavenly 
Father.

- That begins, for the first time for us, in Romans 14 when weÕre 
given our instruction of equityÑ (see vs. 18) Ñ where the son is
made aware that he is acceptable to God and approved of men.
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- And that approvalin the eyes of God and manÑwhen a son
is aware of that taking place, and begins to think of the
consequences of his decision-making in that lightÑthatÕs
when he develops in his thinking and in his consciousness that
heÕs got a reputation!  (people are talking about him in a 
certain way)

- And thatÕs one of the markers that a Father looks forÑand 
He wants to see the realization of that in the sonÑand as that
takes place, thatÕs really where Level I endsÑwith the son
recognizing his reputation, and that thatÕs importantto him, 
and all his sonship decision making now takes that into 
account!

- And this is also where (in the son, as that takes place), where
the fleshbegins to take a hold of thatÑand that sophomoric
thinking begins to take placeÑthat bravadoÑbecause all the
son has at that point is the realizationof his reputationÑheÕs
got no doctrine to form and fill out that reputationÑso all heÕs
got is for his fleshto come along and say, ÒHey, this is pretty
good, isnÕt it?Ó

- So when the Father sees that happeningÑnow the Father knows that
HeÕs got to quickly give His son subtilitybecause heÕs now simple,
and the doctrine thatÕs going to deal with that and overcome that and
remedy all that simplethinkingÑis the subtiltyÑand when I give him
the subtilty, that sophomoric thinking will dissipate, and the 
imaginationthat fuels that will be displacedÑand the subtiltywill put 
up the fence around that simplethinking and contain it where itÕs 
supposed to be.

- And when thatÕs contained, thatÕs when the Father knows, ÒMy son 
is now a young man!Ó

- Because the characteristic of Ôman-hoodÕ thinkingÑthat can have the
appellative of Òwise man,Ó eventually, Ñ and Òman of understandingÓ
put on it, eventually Ñ is the issue of, ÒI bear my FatherÕs nameÑmy
FatherÕs cause and my FatherÕs business is at steak by what I doÑand
its reputation and my ability to function in it and fulfill its operations
to the advancement of its cause is something I bear!Ó

- And when the Father sees that happening, He knows that His son is
transitioning out of Level II, Phase 1, and into Phase 2 of Level II!
(heÕs gone from being the simpleson to being the young man)

Page 541Romans 8:1-13



- And as the young man, the son can now be given the doctrine and

the ability to think with information that’s going to give him the 

capacity and the skills to make decisions that go beyond the basic

sonship decision making he has been doing already—to include those

same kind of wise, just, judgmental, and equitable decisions that are

of a discretionarynature that maintain the reputation that he has

already achieved.

- But not only to maintain it and retain it—but to advanceit so that

all of the business dealings that he does in his Father’s business; all 

the operationsthat he engages in, in his Father’s business—the

advancement of his reputation now is to get to be more and more like

his Father every day!  (And that gap between his Father and himself

gets less and less.)

- And the issue comes in of being like minded, and one
minded, and of the same mind—and that becomesthe 

reputation that the son has!

- And Paul, at the end of Romans (where the final decision making

skill of equityends) - Paul makes the son aware of his reputation,

and then when you get to Eph Phil and Col, you get the doctrine that

builds and forms and fleshes out that awareness.

- And you go from that awareness of Romans 14:18 (that he

is “acceptable to God” — you go from that to Ephesians 4:24

“24  And that ye put on the new man, which after Godis
created in righteousness and true holiness.Ó

- And note that it isn’t ‘which BY God is created …’ (which

is how most people read it) — but it says, “which after God”
— i.e., the new man is created so that there’s no difference

between what is seen by the Adversary when he looks at

God the Father sitting on His throne, and when he looks at

you walking on the earth—he sees no difference!

- he sees righteousness and true holinessmanifested in you,

just as he sees sitting on that throne!

- And that’s the degree of the reputation you get—and that’s the

reputation that forms that conversationin heaven—and that’s the

reputation that the Adversary hates!  (and sets out to destroy!) (and

that’s why the Level II young man needs to be given knowledge and
discretion—because discretionary judgments are judgments that

preserve your integrity and preserve your reputation and preserve

your good conversationby your integrity & your reputation!)
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- And I say all that just to underscore the fact that when youÕre dealing with 
the exhortation section in Proverbs that corresponds with the curriculum for 
Level II sonship edificationÑand when you deal with the doctrinal section in 
the book of Proverbs written for the members of the remnant of Israel that 
corresponds with their Level II sonship edificationÑeverything thatÕs being 
said is all about maintaining/preserving their integrity and their reputation as 
members of the remnant of Israel.

- And the same thing apples with us in the dispensation of grace when we get 
to the books of Eph Phil & Col.

- Now with all that saidÑwe should be able to close out looking at Level II 
sonship edification by just briefly looking at some examples of the kind of 
details given in both the exhortations and the corresponding doctrine that 
matches up with the aims and goals and achievements of what Level II is all 
about.

- But even before we do that, I just want to alert you to the fact that
even when youÕre over in our epistlesÑas you deal especially with the
books of I & II Corinthians and GalatiansÑyou find Paul giving 
several exhortations to those saints, himself.

- And as he does that, you should notice that they are all said with a
view of them having a reputationthat has to become importantin 
their thinking so that they see it as something to be maintained and to
be retained (in the face of a character who wants it destroyed) - and 
you have Paul saying, for example:

- I Cor. 10:31-33

- II Cor. 10:3-6

- Gal. 5:1;  6:7-10

- All those exhortations Paul makes are in view of those saints having
this Ôreputation-typeÕ thinkingÑand having problems associated with 
it, or having opposition regarding it, and the importance of 
maintaining it and retaining it in terms of how their flesh rears its
ugly head (so to speak) as well as how the evil man and the strange
woman(in that stage of their sonship edification) seeks to affect their
reputation.  

- (Not that their reputation is a full-blown issue [because thatÕs
what the doctrine of Level II will do] - but that their awareness
of it becomes of a great and powerful importance to them!)
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- Examples of Level II exhortations and corresponding doctrine:
- (Both in GodÕs program with Israel [and the remnant of Israel, 
particularly], and with us the members of the new creature of the 
church, the body of Christ in this dispensation of grace Ñ examples 
of giving subtility to the simple, to the young man knowledge and
discretionÑof the conversation/reputation issue and maintaining/
retaining it.)

- And as IÕve said already, my understanding is that when youÕre
dealing with the exhortation section in the book of ProverbsÑ(which
runs from Proverbs 1:7Ñend of ch. 9 [9:18]) Ñ the exhortations that
pertain to Level II (ÒTo give subtilty to the simple, to the young man
knowledge and discretion.Ó) - those exhortations begin at:

- Proverbs 6:20 and go through the end of chapter 8 [8:36].

- And those exhortations cover both Phases of Level II.

- But even though the breaks between Phase 1 and Phase 2 can be
discerned, remember that my understanding is that those breaks
arenÕt as sharply marked or as dramatic as they are in Level IÑwhich 
is a natural thing to happen when youÕre dealing with a curriculum for 
an educationÑthe phases (or semesters), and what goes on in those
phases get extremely close togetherÑor to put it another way, they
deal with very similar information, only slightly shiftingÑand thatÕs
natural because at first your dealing with a raw recruit (so to speak)
that knows nothing where big changes are all taking place at first;
but then the issue becomes one of taking what he already knows and
then with subtle additions and added features to what he already 
knows, the information he gets now just fleshes out (so to speak) the
rest of his education.

- ItÕs still having a dramatic affect upon himÑespecially in 
his capacity (capacity for both his FatherÕs business, and for 
his dealing with the Adversary who is always shifting his 
tactics and cranking them up to match the sonÕs worthiness to 
do battle with him)Ñbut the semester breaks really arenÕt as 
great in what theyÕre dealing with as he puts the final touches 
on what heÕs being trained and educated to do.

- So with that in mindÑwhen you come over to Proverbs 6:20-8:36,
my understanding is that you can see that shift or break happen at the
beginning of Chapter 7.
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- Therefore the Exhortations for Level IIÑPhase 1, ÒTo give subtilty
to the simpleÓ are found in Proverbs 6:20-35.

- The exhortations of Prov. 6:20-35 pretty much are all dealing
with the simplesonÑwith the fact that he now has to become
very aware of some subtle thingsÑespecially the tactics of 
that Òstrange womanÓ (Satanic PoE) - and if he doesnÕt get the
keen, acute awareness and comprehension to Ôsee throughÕ all
her beauty and flattery and allurements and enticements and
seductions, he will easily fall.

- or to borrow PaulÕs terminology in connection with
that same sophomoric confidence from I Corinthians
chapter 10Ñ ÒWherefore let him that thinketh he
standethtake heed lest he fall.Ó  (I Cor. 10:12)

- And these exhortations of Level II/Phase 1 in Pro. 6:20-35
warns the son against that sophomoric cockiness and bravado
that could so easily derail him and ruin his new-found
reputation for his FatherÕs cause.

           - And they are designed to make him aware that thereÕs a whole
lot more to that strange woman than he ever thought about in
Level I of his sonship education.

- And itÕs fascinating that even though the strange woman is
brought up in Level IÑit isnÕt until here in Phase 1 of Level II
that the issue of Ôlusting after her beautyÕ gets brought upÑ
the 1st time the son gets confronted full-on with her beautyis
here in Level II (because heÕs getting to be a young man now).

- (see Pro. 6:25-26)
- [Note in :26 ÒÓa man is brought to a piece of breadÓ
= heÕs brought to nothingÑ(ruining his reputation);
and Òthe adulteress will hunt for the precious lifeÓ =
different from Level I, sheÕs now Ôon the huntÕ for his
Ôprecious lifeÕ (functional life) Ñ which points up to 
the son the tactics and methodology of that strange
womanhas all increasednow in this Level of his 
sonship education!  

- And my understanding is that when you then get to the next ÒMy sonÓ in 
chapter 7:1Ñthat begins the exhortations that deal with Phase 2 of Level II in 
which the tone of the exhortations turns to the issue of the sonÕs reputation.
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- And in this section of exhortations, youÕve got an intensificationof
the sonÕs relationship with wisdomÑan intensity that will bring in the
issue of having to have real discretion!

- And thatÕs why youÕve got that natural relationship thatÕs illustrated
by saying unto wisdom, ÒThou art my sister, and call understanding
thy kinswoman.Ó

- Because when the doctrine (body of information) of the subtilty
does its effectual work and the son is no longer simple, and the
sophomoric thinking is dissipated Ñ then there is to be a powerful
and natural bond or relationship that is of a godly nature (not a lustful,
unnatural nature) with wisdom.

- And when the Father sees that the son is able to be tempted by the
appeal of the strange womanÑby her lust-appealing featuresÑthatÕs
when the Father knows he has to replace the lust in the son for the
strange woman with the beautyand fairnessand natural relationship
the son is supposed to be having with the FatherÕs godly wisdom.

- And wisdomreally does take on a particular ÒbeautyÓ in
Level II Ñ up to this point wisdomhas been set forth as
valuable, as profitable, as beneficial, as having all these 
features in Level IÑand when the effectual working of all
that is there, the subtiltyof Level II comes along and deals
with the sophomoric thinkingÑ and all of that works now to
effectually produce within the son a readiness for the fairness
and the natural beauty of wisdomto be developed within him
so that wisdom is the woman he wants to spend all his 
time with   (not in an adulterous type way or in a whorish-
type way, but as his sisterand as his kinswoman).

- And even this has the overtones of a guarding of the sonÕs
            reputationthat heÕs now acquired and is now acutely aware of.

- ThereÕs a fascinating parallel over in the book of the Song
of Solomon where the brothers of the Shulamite Woman talk
about her in this fair and protective way so that there is no
indiscretionfound with her or with them as they seek to 
protect herÑand as it were, keep her breasts to herself, and
that no man fondles her, other than the one sheÕs betrothed to.
(A concern for her purity/welfare so that they screen her
suitors) - [see Song of Solomon 8:1, 8-10]
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- In fact, the opposite of the godly, natural affection that is
supposed to be developed in the son for the wisdomof his
Father (a bond that gets to be so powerful that it can withstand
the lustful appeals of the strange woman) Ñ the opposite of 
that is also one of the markers and tell-tale signs of the
evolution of manÕs ungodliness, which is why Paul cites it
over in II Timothy 3Ñ  ÒWithout natural affection ÉÓ (:3)

- Well, the son is alerted to the attempts of the strange woman to try
and establish an unnatural and ungodly and unethical, unscrupulous
relationship with another form of godliness (another form of wisdom),
and that is another one of those markers that the Father looks for in the
sonÑthat the subtiltyof Phase 1 of Level II having done its job makes
it so that the son wonÕt wonder off to another interest or another
allurement that would take his Ôprecious lifeÕ by this kind of an
indiscretion.

- (see Pro. 7:6-10 Ñ the son got sucked right into her schemes
and his reputation got ruined!)

- Therefore in Level II and Phase 2, wisdombecomes the sonÕs ÒgloryÓ 
Ñ and the marker is that he will seek to do anything he can to protect 
it and spend all his time with it, rather than that strange woman!

- Well, I think weÕve said enough about the nature of the exhortations in both 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of Level IIÑat least so that what weÕve said is sufficient 
for you to deal with those exhortations on your own and gain the kind of 
appreciation for whatÕs going to be coming your way in Level IIÑboth from 
the perspective of how the FatherÕs cause/business and your reputation and 
conversationin regard to that cause is going to become the big issueÑand the 
kind of subtiltythat gets produced it in your inner man, as well as the 
knowledge and discretion youÕre going to get to not only be aware of your 
conversationand reputation, but also how to maintain it and retain it in the 
face of the sworn Adversary to your cause and conversation.

- Now lets begin looking at examples of the corresponding doctrinein 
Level II thatÕs given to the son after heÕs been properly exhorted (and those 
exhortations have primed and enlivened the sonÕs human spirit for the writing 
of the doctrine on the fleshy tables of his heart).

- Examples of the corresponding doctrine that give the son subtilty
in Phase 1 of Level II, and knowledge and discretion in Phase 2 of 
Level II.
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- My understanding is that the corresponding doctrine contained in the book 
of Proverbs that deals with all of Level IIÑ(the doctrinal section that deals 
with GodÕs program with Israel and the remnant of Israel) is found in:

- Proverbs chapters 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24  [both Phase 1 & Phase 2]

- And for us, the members of the new creature of the church, the body of 
Christ in this dispensation of grace in which we live, our Level II 
corresponding doctrine is contained in:

- Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians  [Phase 1 and Phase 2]

- Examples in the book of Proverbs:

- Notice that fascinating verse that sits in chapter 20Ñwhere the son
is now in that simplestage where the danger of the cocky sophomoric
thinking is an ever present issue, and where he has to be given the
subtiltyto remedy that situation.

- And from the time the son is in Phase 1 of Level I, he has been
developing this dynamic, bi-directional communication and 
bi-directional relationship with his FatherÑespecially through the
mechanic of sonship prayerÑand now that relationship and that
communication has become firmly establishedÑand the son is
participating with his Father on a daily basis and engaging his Father
on a daily basisÑand therefore something is now becoming an 
ongoing familiar function that the Father does to the son in order to
measure and gauge the sonÕs development in his education:

- Proverbs 20:27

- I also like Proverbs 21:16! (the tactics of the PoE strange woman)

- And Proverbs 21:25 ought to be put on a huge banner and
hung in MooreÕs Square in Raleigh!

- And when you get to Proverbs chapter 22, the doctrine begins to
shift to the young man (or Phase 2 of Level II) - and thatÕs why the
very first verse says:  A good name is rather to be chosen than great
riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.

- Immediately that Ògood nameÓ (the reputation) becomes the big
issue now.
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- And throughout the Proverbs of chapter 22, 23, and 24ÑyouÕll
notice that just about all that those proverbs have to say has the Ògood
nameÓ Ñ the good reputation, the good conversation, the influence, 
the cause, and the impact of the sonÕs conduct & behavior in view.

- (And it covers the whole gamut of both a natural son who is 
engaging in his natural fatherÕs business, as well as the
spiritual son engaging in his Heavenly FatherÕs business.)

- But as you go through these chaptersÑthat issue of the sonÕs good
nameand reputationÑthatÕs the toneof this information, and thatÕs 
the nature of the doctrine thatÕs set forth for the Level II young man.

- For example:  Pro. 22:24-25 Ñ itÕs not that the issue of an angry
manhasnÕt come up before (because it hasÑbecause thatÕs a part of
the evil man concept) - but thereÕs a real dangerhere now with the 
young man.

- And the danger with the young man is that issue of,  if he makes a
friendshipwith an angry man, or if he goeswith a furious man, he 
may end up learning his ways, and that will end up being a snareto 
his soulÑ in other words, this is an area of a keen, discretionary
judgment needing to be madeÑand the son needs to realize that there
may be some monetary benefits, and there may be some material
benefits (some great riches, some silver and gold associated with this
angry man and this furious man) - but you were just told, son, back at
the beginning of this section, that a good name is rather to be chosen
than these great riches, and loving favor rather to be had than the 
silver and the goldÑbut if you make friendshipwith this angry manor 
if you gowith this furious man, youÕre liable to learn his ways and 
thatÕs going to be a snareto your soulÑand being ensnared by it 
means that his good name and his reputationis going to be at stake!

- go on to Pro. 22:26Ñand there are snares associated with
these issues É

- Pro. 22:28ÑthereÕs a temptation to remove the ancient
landmark which thy fathers have set.  (and you see that 
landmark issue come up again in chapter 23:10).

- And that ÒlandmarkÓ issue is really fascinating because of
what it implies is happening to the son by not using discretion
and being tempted into making an indiscretionary decision.
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-  “Landmarks” - it has to do with the rightful possession of the land, 

just as the law set forth—and the land was to travel down from 

generation to generation with that family name.

- And along with that was all the productivity of that land [the fruits 

of the land, the cattle and the livestock that can be raised on it, and 

all the business that can be done on that land].

- And all that was designed to stay with the family name of that 

land— and the temptation would be (just as what was going on with 

apostate Israel as described in Isaiah 5:8 [see passage])—that they 

would remove the landmarks and they would build house to house 

next to one another, and they would consolidate lands for the purpose 

of gain.

- Well, that not only brings about evil in God’s program with Israel, 

but that ends up ruining the name of the one’s whose lands have 

been gobbled up!

- And when you see this occurring in Level II of sonship edification, 

it really is a clever and crafty means of getting the son more

concerned about something else rather than that good name & 

reputation.  That’s why that expression is so important in Proverbs 

22:1 (A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and

loving favor rather than silver and gold.)

- So you’ve got all these injunctions and all these warnings sitting in

these chapters—and they are all within the context of the Level II son

ruining his good name/reputation that he has begun to develop.

- And that’s really the focal point in sonship edification under Level

II—especially as far as the opposition is concerned—and the 

opposition is all designed to corrupt that name and ruin that name and

bring the son’s name into disrepute.

- And that continues on in chapter 23.

- 23:1-6—these are all warnings concerning establishing a

relationship of some kind that would bring discredit or 

disrepute or disgrace upon the Father’s cause and upon the

son’s name/reputation.

- And note that you’ve got that “desire” concept brought up.
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- And whatÕs going on is that youÕre getting the doctrines
that are lining up with the exhortations thatÕs replacing the 
sonÕs desire for the beautyof that strange woman that would 
be commensurate with the simpleson stage of Level II.

- The subtiltyhas been givenÑthereÕs awarenessnow of the 
tactics and the subtle cunning craftiness of the oppositionÑ
thereÕs awarenessnow of the way in which the body of 
knowledge that has been given that makes you keenly aware 
and acutely aware of the way in which your reputation can be 
ruinedÑand now thereÕs all this doctrine given that takes a 
hold of these subtletactics, and of these acutely clever & 
cunning tacticsÑand theyÕre all put into that kind of Ôwhere-
the-rubber-meets-the-roadÕ life of a son Ñand heÕs being 
shown how that his operations in his FatherÕs business and his 
good name that heÕs achieved and so forth, can be brought to 
nothing (a piece of bread) - and he can be taken in and he can 
be ruined (reputation-wise) if heÕs not paying attention.  

-And the issue is to have that body of knowledge that heÕs 
been given to be looked upon as fair and beautiful and 
desirous, etc., as his sisterand as his kinswoman.

- going on in 23:7 Ñ and hereÕs that subtiltycoming in 
againÑand itÕs like Solomon is given to realize that whatÕs on 
the inside of this guy is not being truly reflected on the 
outside  Ñ   É going on in 23:8 Ñ(kicker) Òand lose thy 
sweet wordsÓ Ñ (thereÕs your reputation:  GONE!)

- And it just keeps on going that way throughout these chapters 
(ex., 23:20) - and itÕs just easy to see whatÕs going on as you think 
about how the curriculum is making the transition between the Levels, 
and within the Phases of the Levels to meet what the Table of Contents 
regarding the Curriculum says needs to be accomplished.

- And as far as the remnant is concerned, the doctrine that they 
have to produce Level II sonship edification (with the subtilty
for the simpleson, and the knowledge and discretion for the 
young man) is sitting in chapters 20-24 of the book of 
Proverbs.  [And hopefully these few examples make that 
evident in your own thinking.]

- Now letÕs go look at some examples in Eph Phil & Col at the corresponding 
doctrine that matches up with Phase 1 and Phase 2 of Level II.
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- Examples of the corresponding doctrine in Ephesians for Level II/Phase 1:  
Òto give subtilty to the simpleÓÑ

- Actually, all of Ephesians chapter 1 is a body of ÒsubtiltyÓ when it
comes to goodsubtiltyon GodÕs part in connection with our sonship
edification.

- And it might be a good idea here (because of how many things and
issues that weÕve talked about that risk getting jumbled up in our 
minds) Ñ to just review in a summary statement form what that
subtiltyis all about:

- Subtiltyis usually thought of only (or primarily) in a bad way or 
devious mannerÑbut it is also a term that can be used very well in a 
good way/sense.

- And when we were over in the book of Proverbs, we took
note of how that subtiltywas talked about when, for instance
we were looking at chapter 8 where wisdomis personified
and wisdomwas doing the speakingÑshe deals with both
the good and the bad sense of subtilityÑand when wisdom
deals with the good sense of the subtiltyshe actually goes
back (not to the fact of GodÕs program with Israel), but to
the genius of God behind His program with themÑwhen she
says, ÒThe LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old.  I was set up from everlasting, from
the beginning, or ever the earth was.Ó  (Pro. 8:22-23)

- And what wisdomwas doing there was to exhort the 
members of the remnant of Israel to the subtiltythat they 
need to have in connection with GodÕs   own   wisdomÑand 
the acute perception they need to have for the cleverness (the 
good and rightful cleverness) that God has for what He is 
doing with the earth.

- ThatÕs good subtiltyÑthatÕs the subtiltyof GodÕs own 
wisdomin dealing with the Adversary, and providing for the 
repossession of the earth.

- And we have a similar thing with us in this dispensation of grace.
- Really, the prefaceto Level II sonship edificationÑas far as an
alert as to what itÕs all about (preview-wise) in Level IÑis found in
I Corinthians chapter 2 & 3 (but especially chapter 2).
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6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet 
not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, 
that come to nought:
7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto 
our glory:
8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

- And that issue of the hidden wisdom of GodÑlater on that gets 
referred to as the deep things of GodÑthat is really the issue of what
Level II sonship edification in this dispensation of grace is all about
when it comes to the subtilty, and the acute, deep thinking and wisdom
and cunning, clever, crafty shrewdness of a Planner and a Schemer
Who is dealing with oppositionÑand by His cleverness is going to be
able to overthrow the opposition Ñ and thatÕs what God is in His
Òhidden wisdom.Ó

- And when you get to Ephesians, thatÕs exactly what youÕre 
confronted withÑand thatÕs what those opening 14 verses of chapter 1 
set forth in a consolidated encapsulation of GodÕs genius as the Father 
of glory (1:17) Ñ and thatÕs really His subtilty!

- And youÕve got wisdom dwelling with prudence in (:8) of chapter 1,
and by what is set forth in connection with God abounding toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence having made known unto us the mystery
of his willÑweÕre not only going to find out the knowledge of GodÕs
own Òwitty inventionsÓ in connection with taking the wise one in his
own craftiness, but weÕre also going to have exposed to us the Òwitty
inventionsÓ of the crafty Adversary, himself, so that all his wilescan
be clearly understood by usÑand thereÕs nothing he can do that we do
not know he can do, in advance!

- And thatÕs what the kind of subtiltythat embodies Level II sonship 
edification for us in this dispensation of grace is all about.

- Summary Statement for SubtiltyÑ subtiltyis used in both a good or favorable 
sense and in one denoting deviousness.  Either way, however, the fundamental 
issue is one of possessing sharp or acute or very wise, clever thinking that 
provides one with the ability to plan or purpose or plot in order to achieve 
some end, whether it be good or evilÑas well as to understand and work out 
the complexities of the activities that are necessary to achieve it.  
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When one is given subtilty, he is given the knowledge or information whereby 

he is able to understand the sharp, acute, and very wise, clever thinking that 

either went into or goes into the creating of a plan, or the creating of a 

purpose or the creating of a plot, to achieve some end—as well, it gives him 

to understand the complexities of the activities that are taken or that it will 

take to work out and succeed with that plan and purpose.

- And that’s the issue of the son being given subtilty.

- (on both sides of the coin):  acute insight into all the aims, goals,

and objectives of his Father’s business (its complexities/dimensions,);

digging down beneath the surface of it; not merely seeing the

obvious, but the un-obvious; to understand the thinking that went

into the business in the first place; and appreciation of those

objectives of the business, not just now, but the aim of it out in the

future.

- And this brings the son into a ‘one-mindedness’ with his Father.

(It’s one thing to have the ‘mind of Christ’ in your mind; but it’s

another thing to have the ‘mind of Christ’ becomeyour mind!)

-The subtiltygives the son the perspective that his Father had when
He created the business in the first place– long before the son was

even born.

- And it’s the subtiltythat ends up producing in the son the great

care and sober concern for the causefor the Father’s business.

(subtiltydisplaces all that sophomoric thinking) - hence a seriousness

and a soberness gets produced in the son—and that’s a major step

in the advancement of his maturity.

- And when that advancement is achieved, that simple-ness begins

to dissipate and what is now emerging is A MAN (a young man)

- And (on the other side of the coin) when that’s recognized by those 

opposing the Father’s business, then they go after the son as not only 

the Father’s adversaries, but the son’s adversaries, too.

- And their objective is to impede the Father’s business and thwart it,

(and therefore me/you, as sons, in it!) [and one of the major ways 

they set about doing that is to attack, deplete, and destroy the Father’s

work force—His businesses management force].
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- And when the son has that kind of subtiltyand that kind of awareness
and appreciation and thinkingÑthatÕs when he makes a great stride
maturity-wiseÑand thatÕs when he becomes that young man.

- And heÕs now thinking with man-hood thinkingÑand heÕs
now on par with his Father mind-wise and spirit-wise.

- The subtiltyhas produce in the son who is now called the young 
man,the understanding and appreciation for, not merely the FACT 
that his Father has this business and it a great business and all thatÑ
but he now sees why the Father put the business together in the first 
place; that subtiltyunveils to the son why and how and when the
Father began the business, and put the shop together, how it all started
outÑbut then it gets unveiled to the son the business plans for the
business throughout its existanceÑand the Father takes his son and 
shows him His books and His blueprints.

- And the FatherÕs tells His sonÑ HereÕs what IÕve put into it; hereÕs
what the business is all about; hereÕs what itÕs supposed to do when 
itÕs achieved its end.  (and this is where that prudenceissue comes into
effect)

- And now, in view of all these things operating in the sonÕs inner 
man,  heÕs now soberly aware of the name he bearsÑthe causeheÕs
engaged inÑand the reputationhe now has as a future manager of his
FatherÕs business Ñ and now heÕs ready to receive the body of 
information that will fully develop that reputation into a conversation,
and then thatÕs followed by a body of information that will provide the
son the discretionhe has to have in order to maintain and retain that
reputation from an Adversary that seeks to ruin that very thing!

- Because the Adversary knows that the final thing the son is
going to be taught and trained in is the issue of management in
the businessÑand the expansion of that business!

- And when it comes to us, in this dispensation of grace, the book of Ephesians 
starts off from the very beginning of the bookÑitÕs like our Father takes us 
back to the time when He set the business up (before we ever came along), and 
even before He created the realm in which the business would operateÑ He 
takes us back to that time and shows us His business planÑand He opens the 
booksÑand He says, HereÕs what I did when I established the business; hereÕs 
how the business has been going up until now (when youÕve come onto the 
scene); hereÕs what I planned and purposed back with I first began the business 
for your roll in it; and hereÕs what the business is supposed to be doing when it 
all gets done in the future!
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- And this is the body of information that gives that subtiltyto the
simplesonÑand heÕs given to realize the scheming (good sense) and
the plotting (good sense) and the purposing and the establishment of
the programs necessary for the Father to achieve His objectives!

- Eph. 1:3-5

- And youÕve got all this terminology that takes you back (like most
Bible teachers say, and most theologians say) into the Òeternal 
counselÓ of God  (but the best way to look at it is from the 
prospective of sonship edification) - because itÕs presented there for 
more that just to talk about GodÕs eternal counsel and divine 
decreesÑitÕs said that way because God as Father is educating His 
son (you) to see His wisdom and genius for why He put the business 
plan together the way He did.

- Eph. 1:8-10

- (:10) especiallyÑthatÕs the end result of His business plan!

- The business plan didnÕt have just Òtime pastÓ in view; and
it didnÕt have just Òbut nowÓ in view; and it didnÕt have just
Òto comeÓ when it came to concluding His business plan for
the earth in view Ñ but it had a dispensation of the fullness 
of timesin view in which the 2 programs come together.

- And as the son is given subtilty(the wisdom dwelling with the 
prudence) so that the eyes of his understanding become 
enlightenedÑ heÕs given to see the business plan unfolded Òhaving 
made known unto us the mystery of his willÓ and he can see the sense 
to the business program pertaining to the earthÑhe can see the sense 
to the business program pertaining to heavenly placesÑand then he 
can see the sense of putting the 2 programs togetherÑand he can see 
what his Father (as the Father of glory) is going to get out there (he 
can see the riches of the glory of his FatherÕs inheritance in the saints
is going to be!

- ThatÕs what the body of information of the subtiltydoes!  (That brings the 
son into dealing with the Òdeep things of GodÓ like I Corinthians 2 talks 
about).

- And when that body of information there in Ephesians chapter 1-3 does its 
effectual workÑand when, just as the apostle Paul prays for there in ch. 1É.
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É (see Eph. 1:15-19) Ñ when those 3 doctrinal objectives Paul prays for gets 
achieved in the sonÑ3 categories of comprehension:

1)  what is the hope of his calling,
2)  and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
3)  and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
      believe, according to the working of his mighty power,É.

that the body of subtiltydoctrine is designed to produceÑand when those 3 
categories of comprehension gets produced, the son goes from being the 
simpleson to the young man!

- And now as the young man, the fullness of his reputation and bearing his 
FatherÕs name and the cause of His Father being his cause now Ñ all causes 
the young man to realize that his conduct and behavior from this point on in his 
sonship edification, is to put his FatherÕs mind on display and to make it 
evident that he is fully capable of being put into a position of management and 
administration and responsibility in his FatherÕs business.

- Or to use PaulÕs terminology in 4:1ÑI therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called,- and thatÕs the big thing for the son nowÑand when you
Òwalk worthyÓ of something, you show that you have got the right, by
demonstrating in your conduct & behavior, to possess what youÕve
been promised or given to possess.

- And that becomes the sonÕs conversationin the heavenly placesÑbecause at 
this point by means of your Father Ôblessing you with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly placesÕ ÑHeÕs making your reputation resound(broadcasting it) 
all over the heavenly places all the timeÑthat youÕre coming up there and 
youÕre on your way (qualification-wise) to function there in the management 
of the business!

- And now the issue is to walk worth of that in the eyes of the
Adversary and his cohorts and in the eyes of the angels and 
men to that very end and objectiveÑa reward as a joint-heir
of Jesus Christ and as becoming the inheritance of his Father!

- So now because of thatÑthe son has to be given the discretionthat gives him 
the ability to make decisions that do not bring your reputation into disrepute; 
or as it was put back there in Pro. 23, Ôlose your sweet wordsÕ!

- And beginning in Ephesians chapter 4 the exhortation to godly living 
matches up exactly with what (:1) said,  Ôwalking worthy of your vocation!Õ
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- And every aspect of conduct and behavior thats dealt with from this
point on is dealt with as the display of the ability that youÕve reached
the qualifications to function in one of those positions of management
and authority in the heavenly placesÑbecause youÕre 
demonstrating it right now on the earth that you have it!

- And all of the adversaries opposition against you to prevent that is 
going to center and focus upon targeting your reputation/conversation
and bringing it down into the mud!

- Note for example the discretionary tone of chapter 5 Ñ
- 5:1-2,  11

- 5:15-17
- Notice how that (:15) acts as a ÔhubÕ upon which everything
from (4:1 Ñ 6:9) revolves around and gives you a major
characteristic of Level II young man sonship living that
provides for the sonÕs conversationto be honest and pure
and not besmirched in any manner or form:

15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools,
but as wise,

- ÒCircumspectlyÓ = watchful on all sides; attentive to
everything; cautious; heedful of all circumstances that may
affect action or decision.

- Walking circumspectly is exactly what discretionaryjudgment
demands!

- When you walk circumspectlyyou are walking extremely cautious,
and you are aware of the fact that you are being looked at, that you
are being watchedÑand an opportunity is being sought to take 
advantage of you and to bring you into disrepute in some manner or
form.

- So circumspectly, you look all around you at all times, keeping
vigilant with respect to your conduct & behavior so as not to be
ensnared or taken or find yourself unwittingly in a compromising,
reproachful situation.

- (Not that nothing has ever been said about your conduct &
behavior in Level IÑbut it just becomes the big issue now!)
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- And as weÕve already noticed, Philippians deals head-on with your 
conversationbeing in heavenÑand you get more features to that as well as the 
advanced tactics of the Adversary and the PoE in Phil. and in Colossians.

- YouÕre warned not to be taken in by the enemies of the Cross, whose
end is destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is their 
shame, who mind earthly things(Phi. 3:19).

- And more of that occurs over in Colossians in which the enticing
words can come along and spoil your reputation (in chapter 2).
(all of which are clever theological issues and doctrines!)

- And notice how Colossians 3:1 matches up with the doctrine you
were taught in Ephesians 1 Ñ

1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.  (advancement on Ephesians doctrine)

cp. Ephesians 1 where Paul tells prays for us to comprehend
the exceeding greatness of GodÕs power to us-word who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, É (2:5-6) É hath quickened us together with Christ, 
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

- And the truth of the matter is, that produced a complete 
divorcement from you, as a member of the church the body of 
ChristÑand earthly things!

- And the clever subtilty(bad sense) that the Adversary is going to use
is to entice you into utilizing GodÕs word (by the Bible itself) to put
yourself back under the earthly program (very theological) - and it will
all be packaged in such a way so that it doesnÕt appear at all to be in 
any way contraryto who the son is who can still be called a member of
the church, the body of Christ Ñ but to that sonÕs conversationbeing
in heaven, it is contrary, and it is just as seriously damaging and
ruining as any sinful act he could ever perform could be!!!
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- END OF LEVEL IIÑAny questions?

- LEVEL III

5  A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a
man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:
6  To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words
of the wise, and their dark sayings.
(Proverbs 1:5, 6)

- First of allÑwhen you look at verses 5 & 6, and you only look at its 
grammarÑand when you compare it with verses 1, 2, 3, & 4Ñwhat is the 
most obvious thing about these 2 verses compared to the first 4 verses?

- A:  verses 1-4 are one sentence, and verses 5-6 are one sentence.

- And thatÕs a big issueÑbecause the structure of the grammar tells 
you (or alerts you) to thinking about what is said in (:1-4) as being
linked closely together, and what is said in (:5-6) being linked closely
togetherÑand thatÕs why we say that Level I and Level II are more
closely related and Level III kind of stands more off to itself.

- Not completely separateÑbecause they are all within the
same Table of ContentsÑbut if you were to group the Levels
together, youÕd have Level I & II together, and Level III kind
of standing off from them a little bit, by itself.  (and as we
deal with it in a little more detail, youÕll understand why).

- And just to confirm and acknowledge that we are still following along with 
the Table of Contents as we first came to see itÑand that it all still holds up 
as weÕve gone through the details of Level I and Level II, and the Phases of 
both Level I & II:

- WeÕve got one final sentence to the Table of Contents that runs
for these 2 verses.

- The translators correctly saw that what is contained in verse 6 is a
listing of the essentials of or an enumeration of the particular things
that can be done when the components of verse 5 have been
accomplishedÑespecially verse 5b when the Ôman of understanding
has attained unto wise counsels:Õ

- And my understanding is that what is contained in (:6) has primarily 
to do with GodÕs program with Israel, than with us, the church, the 
body of Christ.  (we wonÕt spend as much time on it as on [:5])
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- So then as you look at what (:5) containsÑa couple of striking things jump 
out that tells us how to handle the information it presents:

- One is that youÕve got the final 2 appellatives (or descriptive titles)
given to the son, who is now that Òyoung manÓ in Phase 2 of Level II.

- As the son ends his Level II sonship edification, heÕs now considered
ÒA WISE MANÓ Ñ and once heÕs heardsomething and increased
learning, heÕs going to become the ultimate objectiveof the entire
education/edification processÑheÕs call ÒA MAN OF 
UNDERSTANDINGÓ.

- Another thing that catches your attention is the use of that semicolon
in (:5) that tells you that youÕre dealing with 2 major clauses.

- And itÕs precisely at that semicolon that has one clause dealing with
the wise man, and the other dealing with the man of understandingÑ
that you can come along and determine that, just as there were in both
Level I and Level II, there are 2 Phases to Level III.

- Phase 1, dealing with the wise man who will hear, and will
increase learning;

- Phase 2, dealing with a man of understanding who shall 
attain unto wise counsels.  

- And you can even break down the information one step further by
noticing what is contained within the comma breaksÑwhere you 
have:

- Level III/Phase 1 having 2 parts to it:

Part 1 = ÒA wise man will hear,Ó
Part 2 =  Òand will increase learning;Ó

- Level III/Phase 2 having 2 parts to it:

Part 1 = Òa man of understanding shall attain unto
               wise counsels:
Part 2 =  the list or enumeration of what those wise
               counsels consist of, especially for the 

  members of the remnant of Israel.  (all of :6)

           - So we should see that our original breakdown still holds up to the end!
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- Well, as you know from what weÕve accomplished so farÑthat as we begin 
to deal with the words, the terms, and the phrasesÑjust as we did for Level I 
and Level IIÑwe are going to be given terminology in the Table of Contents 
thatÕs very broad and generalÑwhich is natural and to be expected.

- But weÕve got to be able to take that terminology and put it within the 
context of the Table of Contents for sonship edificationÑand weÕve got to 
have our thinking put in the position our Father wants it in so that weÕre going 
to narrow our focus down to what these terms are describing for a Level III 
Òwise manÓ (in Phase 1), and for Òa man of understandingÓ (in Phase 2).

- And my understanding is that when it comes to defining these terms and 
getting that working definition thatÕs so important to have for themÑthat all 
gets a bit more difficult here.

- Because when it came to describing the kind of wisdomthe son is
supposed to be getting as we started out in Level IÑthere are several
descriptive terms of the kind of intelligence that weÕre supposed to
get:

- Ex., Level IÑ Òwisdom, justice, judgment, equityÓ

- Level IIÑ ÒsubtiltyÓ that lined up with the simple
appellative and Òknowledge and discretionÓ that lined up
with the young man appellative.

- And weÕre going to have to do the exact same thing here for Level
IIIÑbut here weÕre kind of losing that variety of terminology by
which we can readily define/describe it.

- It simply says in Phase 1ÑA wise man will hear, and will increase 
learning;  Ñ  well, whatÕs he going to ÒhearÓ? Ñ and what does it mean to 
Òincrease learningÓ???

- And then when it comes to Phase 2Ñwe do have a term that is newÑand 
itÕs a key term that describes a further mature feature that the son has as a 
man of understandingÑand thatÕs the word ÒcounselsÓ Ñ but again, it simply 
says:

- Òand a man of understandingÓ (understanding) Ñ weÕve had that
word beforeÑin both the Table of Contents and popping up in the

            exhortations (Òget understandingÓ) - that word is used all the time; but
weÕve got to see this term now as a further development out of Level
I, where it was mentioned for the 1st time (:2), and in Level II where
where it was encountered repeatedly within those exhortations.
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- So on the basis, really, of previous education (because these are not
cyclesof education, but levelsÑthat in each of the 2 previous levels
they do the Ôprep-workÕ for the upcoming level) - so on the basis of 
our previous education, weÕve got to come to be able to define both 
what the Òwise manÓ is in Phase 1, thatÕs different from what he was 
before reaching Level IIIÑand then what it is that heÕs going to 
ÒhearÓ thatÕs different from anything heÕs heard beforeÑand what 
heÕs going to ÒincreaseÓ in that heÕs now attained the ability to 
increase in.

- And then in Phase 2 of Level III, once Phase 1 of Level III has 
succeeded doing its job, the sonÕs appellative changes one last time 
(not that heÕs no longer a wise man, but he advances on) - and that 
advancement allows for him to now be called Òa man of 
understandingÓ Ñ and being in that position with all this sonship 
edification behind him, he reaches that final descriptive title, and heÕs 
got one more thing to attainunto which is called:  Òwise counsels.Ó

- And ÒwiseÓ isnÕt newÑitÕs been used ever since Level IÑbut as 
weÕve noticed, further advancements within each level has an effect 
upon that word wisdomÑbecause itÕs a very broad term and context
sensitiveÑand therefore each context in which you find it, definesit, 
and looks at it with the growth and maturity and further features to it.

- In other words, the wisdom given in Level I is by no means
the kind of wisdom the sonÕs given here in Level III!

- And attached to the wisdom the son gets at the end of Level III, 
youÕve got attached to the word ÒwiseÓ that word ÒcounselsÓ - which
is the term thatÕs going to come along and help definethe natureof 
the wisdom weÕre dealing with here in the very last part of sonship
edification.

- And IÕm saying all this to kind of do what we know we have to doÑto get 
the ball rolling (a head of steam, so to speak) in order to get our thinking put 
into the position it needs to be in, in order to deal with these terms.

- And something that will help us out a lot is going to be, to not only think of 
this in terms of GodÕs word (the Bible) and our curriculum for sonship 
edification and sonship educationÑbut none of this is divorced from natural 
sonship education/edification.

- (And the final level of natural sonship education actually matches up 
with and parallels whatÕs going on here exactly!)
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- And when you think about natural sonship educationÑif all weÕre
going to say about what the son will hearand what he will increase
in and attain untoÑis merely the issue of advanced wisdomÑthatÕs
not good enoughÑbecause thatÕs a givenÑand my understanding is
that thatÕs not what the Table of Contents is telling us here, and thatÕs
not the issue in the final Level of even natural sonship education.

- And we canÕt come along and simply describe these terms as being
the ÔapexÕ or the ÔacmeÕ or the ÔcapstoneÕ or ÔpinnacleÕ of sonship
edificationÑbecause thatÕs a given also!  (thatÕs not sufficient either)

- But really weÕre going to have to call upon the edificational
development that has been taking place with respect to wisdom, and
with respect to understandingÑ(those are the 2 terms that repeat 
themselves in Level III:  Òwise manÓ  Òman of understandingÓ
Òwise counselsÓ)  -  ÒwiseÓ & ÒunderstandingÓ repeat themselves
now againÑand based upon them being very broad and general terms
that are context sensitive and have the capacity to carry natural
developmentand naturalprogressand natural further attainments
to them as growth and maturity occursÑthereÕs a need for us to, on
the basis of what the previous 2 Levels have clearly defined, to be 
able to come along here and provide a clear definition of these terms
in Level III.

- And our clear defining of these terms will occur based upon that 
sonÕs attitude that he now has as a wise man (at the end of Level II) 
towards the rest of what his father has to give himÑ because the son 
realizes that his father is  not done with him yetÑhe realizes there is 
still some more information that his father has to give himÑbut is of 
a different nature (by nature) from all that heÕs already learnedÑand 
he realizes that once heÕs got it, the increase learning  (whatever that 
means for now) makes it so that heÕs going to be looked upon by his 
father as a man of understanding.

- In Level II the son receives his Òman-hoodÓ appellative (young 
man) beginning at Phase 2 of Level IIÑafter getting the knowledge 
& discretion; at the end of Phase 2/ Level II, heÕs considered at that
point still a ÒmanÓ but as he enters the first phase of Level III wisdom
is put as the adjective that modifies the man-hoodÑand heÕs 
recognized as a wise manÑand in that position he now has to receive 
some further information for a very particular purposeÑand once 
heÕs got that, his man-hood designation alters one final time to a level 
of excellence thatÕs one step beyond that (the goal of it all): a man of 
understanding.
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- And even that term ÒunderstandingÓ has been used beforeÑthere has
been understandinggoing on all the time throughout the whole
education processÑbut that only serves to tell you that this kind of
understandingthat the man of understanding has given to him is a 
further realm of knowledge that, previous to this he did not possess 
this kind of understandingÑand then once heÕs got it, he realizes 
thereÕs only one more thing he needs to round out and fill out what his 
sonship edification is all about:  to attain unto wise counsels.

- Well all this should help us to at least begin thinking about these terms and 
phrases in (:5) in not just a general way, but in the context of the sonship 
curriculum as described by the Table of Contents.

- And I believe that there is a real key to making the Ôlight bulbÕ come on in 
your mind thatÕs sitting in (:5) that is the description of the overall objective of 
Phase 1 Ñ a key concept, (so to speak), that makes it all make sense and will 
tell us what the son will Òhear.Ó  (what he knows he has to hearfrom his 
father).

- And thatÕs that issue of Òincrease learningÓ Ñ thatÕs the objective
that gets produced by the son as the wise man who will ÒhearÓ.

- Now the reason this gets a little confusing is because of assuming
that whatÕs being said here is:

- ÔA wise man will hear, and will increase knowledgeÕ
- ÔA wise man will hear, and will increase wisdomÕ
- ÔA wise man will hear, and will increase understandingÕ

- But it doesnÕt say that!

- Nor does it say what the modern translations say,
(NIV=add to their learning)
(RSV = increase in learning)
(NRSV = gain in learning)
(New Amer. Bible = advance in learning)
(Living = become even wiser)

- My point is that learning in all these senses has been whatÕs been 
going on all the time up to this point! ÑThatÕs a GIVEN!!!

- And that is the most common and most obvious way in which the
word ÒlearningÓ can be understood.
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- So when you get to a point like this, what do you do?  You realize 
(if youÕre honest) that the word ÒlearningÓ has to have another
meaningÑa meaning that isnÕt the most obvious or most common.

- And that, along with (1) allowing the progress of the education so 
far to come to bear on it, as well as (2) an appreciation for what 
happens in natural sonship edification will allow this meaning to just 
ÒpopÓ in your thinking!

- And the best way for this to take place is to look at something that
happens in natural sonship.

- Luke 2:21Ñ Òeight daysÓ old

-  Issue of Jesus learning/being taught Ñ

- Luke 2:39-40; 52
- Isa. 50:4-5

- Luke 2:41ff (:42) Ñ Òtwelve years oldÓ

- Luke 3:21-23 Ñ Òthirty years of ageÓ

- (also note the genealogy-  Ñ Luke records them all as
ÒsonsÓ Ñ even Adam!)

- So what happens to a man (generally) when heÕs about 30 yrs. old?

- Under the Hebrew method of education, when a son had reached
the age of 12 he was at the age of adoptionÑand ready to enter into
Level I of his sonship education by his father.

- That would generally last for about 6 yearsÑor until he was
around the age of 18.

- Around the age of 18 the son would enter Level II of his sonship
education and begin getting subtiltyand the knowledge and discretion
to become fully capable and fully able to labor with his father.

- In fact, by the time he finished off his vocational training
at the end of Level IIÑthe son (now as a wise man) has the 
ability to function independentlyof his fatherÑhe can be 
entrusted with running his fatherÕs businessÑeven to the 
point where the son can actually go out and start a satellite 
branch of the fatherÕs business and get it up and running 
properly.
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- By the time he reaches the end of Level IIÑhe has the ability
to function as an honorable and a faithful son!

- And then by the time the son reaches the age of 30Ñthe heÕs at the
point where he has (in most cases) gotten married, has had children of
his ownÑand now the son has a son of his own who is at the age
where he is going to be adopted by his father.

- And that Òwise manÓ son who has been functioning as a 
faithful/honorable son of his father for all these yearsÑheÕs 
now become a father himself!

- And from the time heÕs 30Ñand for the remainder of his
lifeÑheÕs now going to begin functioning as a fatherto his
sonÑand he knows that he has to be able to duplicate the
sonship education/edification he received from his father,
as a father himself, in his own son!

- But he realizes that there are certain aspects and certain
skills and certain abilities that are necessary in order to teach
the sonship curriculum that he doesnÕt fully have or fully
comprehend yet!

- Why?  ÑÑ   Because all heÕs ever known is how and why
the sonship curriculum works to produce a fully educated and
fully edified son:  FROM THE SONÕS PERSPECTIVE!!!

- (heÕs never seen (or you could say, ÒunderstoodÓ) the 
curriculum from the FATHERÕs perspective!)

- Therefore, the son (as the wise man) knows (is fully aware and is in
desperate need of) - he knows that he needs another body of 
information from his fatherÑa body of information that will provide 
for him to reproducehis sonship education/edification in his own son 
who is now ready to be adopted and educated!

- And when the son (wise man) ÒhearsÓ that body of informationÑ
and then reproduces the sonship life in his own sonÑthatÕs when he
Ôincreases learningÕ!

- And itÕs fascinating to see the excellency of the terminology
used here:  Òincrease learningÓ - not just saying a wise man
will teachor increase education/wisdom/understanding, etc.
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        - Here in the United States of AmericaÑThe President has what is called
a ÒCabinetÓ - which dates back to the beginning of the
Presidency itself.  The Cabinet is drawn from Article II, 
Section 2 of the Constitution.  And the purpose of the Cabinet
is to advise the President on any subject he may require
relating to the duties of their respective offices.

- Today, the Cabinet includes the Vice President and heads
of some 15 different executive departmentsÑsuch as:
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Homeland 
Security, Interior, Labor, Transportation, Treasury, etc.

- And one of those Cabinet Departments is:  The Department
of Education (Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings).

- She deals with the educational system of public (or
government) schoolsÑincluding the curriculum that is to
be followed by the government/public schools.

- But this really isnÕt as accurate of a description as it should
beÑor rather it isnÕt doing what it should be doing under this
kind of a heading.

- Because there really isnÕt the kind of understanding and
appreciation for ÒlearningÓ as opposed to merely ÔteachingÕ
or being Ôeducated.Õ  

- For example, in some countries (like Canada) - the head of
all the educational system of that country is called:  ÔThe
Minister of LearningÕ Ñ which indicates more than just an
in-depth oversight of all of the educating thatÕs going on in
the country.

- And this is important because the Table of Contents in Proverbs 
doesnÕt say Òincreasing teachingÓ Ñ but Òincrease learningÓ.

- And there is a difference in merely being able to teach, and being
able to (and having the capacity to) increase learning!

- And that mattersÑbecause if all weÕre after is to be taught, to just
get knowledge of God, of Christ, of the Bible, etc., then what youÕve
fallen into is just as Paul described to the Corinthians:  For though
ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many
fathers: É  (I Corinthians 4:15)
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- And while teaching is what the son is now going to be able to do,
thatÕs not what he is describedto be doingÑheÕs going to (as a wise
man), and as a fatherto his sonÑheÕs going to Òincrease learning.Ó

- And that Secretary of Education (by definition) is really concerned
with the curriculum that the students are going to be taking and having
to pass in order to meet the requirements that the state has established
in order to graduate.

- But thereÕs a difference in teaching and learningÑor Ôincrease 
teachingÕ and Òincrease learningÓ.

- Because the truth of the matter is, IÕm not here to merely teach you!
(You can get that most anywhere) - but youÕre here to LEARN!

- And as the old, countrified expression goes:  ÔIÕm going to
learn you, and youÕre gonna get some learninÕ!!!

- In fact, George Crabb, in his book on English Synonymeshas a great
statement that points out the problem with merely getting knowledge
as opposed to truly learning:  ÒLearning is confined to that which is
communicated.  Learning serves to enlarge the understanding, and
exert the powers; but the pursuit of that learning which consists 
merely in knowledgeof words or in the study of editions, is even worse 
than a useless employment of the time.Ó

- And one of the big problems with all this is that most people donÕt
ever see or think about the fact that 1) our curriculum for sonship
edification isnÕt a Ôscientific disciplineÕ - and 2) that itÕs a far different
thing to have received an education as a student, and itÕs another thing
to administer an education as a teacher.

- Well, the point of all this is just to get it into your thinking that there
is a huge difference in viewing a curriculum from the viewpoint of a
studentverses the viewpoint of a teacher!  (or son vs. father)

- The methodologyof teachingand producing learning in
another person is not the same as receiving information and
having it produce something in you.

- Because there are many, many features that the father knows
about and perceives that arenÕt even thought about by the 
son!  (the exhortations, the markers, the check points)
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- ThatÕs why in Level III it doesnÕt say, ÔA wise man will
learn to teachÕ Ñ because what the wise man will be doing
is something MORE than that!

- And the difference between teaching and learning is the issue that
learning (as used in our passage, ÒA wise man will hear, and will
increase learningÓ) Ñ learning takes in BOTH the teachingaspect
and the receivingaspect Ñ itÕs the issue of, ÒIÕm going to master,
just like my father does, what it takes to teach, and what itÕs going
to take for my son to properly receive that teaching!Ó

- IÕm going to understand how to put the doctrines (the bodies
of information) together (its sense & sequence)Ñto exhort in 
preparation for itÑ how to test my son to know if heÕs ready 
to go onÑhow to identify problems heÕs having and solve 
them so that learningtakes place in him.

- And reallyÑjust to go back to our discussion of the difference 
between being a ÔSecretary of EducationÕ vs. ÔA Minister of 
LearningÕ Ñ even though we may not be able to completely 
understand why, we often will utilize our English language properly 
when we bemoan the rotten education that goes on in our primary 
schools (not college or university) when we say, ÒKids today are just 
educated idiots, theyÕve got 12 years of education, but they havenÕt 
learnedanything!Ó ÑÑ and we recognize quickly that thereÕs a
problem between getting taught something and really learning
something!!!   (and thereÕs many reasons for that Ñ the curriculum,
the sense of it, the sequence of it, the nature of it; the quality of the
teacher; whatÕs allowed into the classroom; even homework and
textbooks)

- Well, if that makes senseÑand really what IÕm after is this issue of what it 
means to Òincrease learningÓ Ñ and that itÕs not increasing knowledge or 
increasing wisdom, or increasing understandingÑbut the issue is that the son 
is now functioning as an honorable son in his fatherÕs business, and in Level 
III sonship edification, the son now realizes that the last instruction and last 
body of information he needs is going to be how to reproduce this sonship 
life that heÕs received from his father in his own son whom he is now 
ready to adopt.

- And thatÕs the key to the entire Level of Level III Ñ and really, just by 
understanding that, you should be able to realize just what it is that the son 
(the wise man) will ÒhearÓ Ñ so what is it that he will hear???
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- My understanding is what the Òwise manÓ will ÒhearÓ is the entire
curriculum for sonship edification over againÑhis father will sit down
with him and go over the entire thing from beginning to endÑhowever
this time he will do it from the fatherÕs perspective.

- And this is something that the son, as a wise man, not only needsto
hearÑ but he knows he needs itÑhe knows he desperatelyneeds to
hearthis body of information in order to be able to teach it properly
to his own son!

- And you really have to get an appreciation for how the curriculum is
            designed so that this kind of thingÑthis natural needÑis automatically

produced by the genius of how the curriculum is put together by your
Heavenly Father so that at the end of each LevelÑand at the end of
each Phase within the levelsÑ(and actually you can even go deeper 
than thatÑall the way down to each individual form of doctrine and
components within the forms of doctrine) Ñ but each phase and each
level actually produce in the son the understanding and appreciation 
for why he needs the next thing in the curriculumÑand it generates 
within him the dire necessity of getting itÑto the point of almost 
demanding to have it!

- And so this feature of the way the curriculum has been designed to
generate in the son the needfor the next thing in the curriculumÑthe
effectual working of Level I and Level II has brought the son to now
deserving the appellative ÒA wise manÓ

- É and you should be able to define thatÑand to come up
with the working definition for what a wise man is here in
Level III all on your ownÉ.

- The wise man is wisein the sense of having all of the 
wisdom contained in Level I and Level II of sonship 
edification effectually working within his inner manÑand itÕs
that kind of wisdom being described in this appellative.  He is
furthermore described as a man due to his continued man-
hood type thinking that began in Level II as a young man, and 
has increased now past the point of the acute awareness of 
bearing the name and cause and reputation of his FatherÕs 
business to having the keen discretionary decision-making
skills to walk circumspectlyin the eyes of his Father, in the 
eyes of the angels, and in the eyes of men:  being on guard 
against any lack of temperance or self-control on his part that
might make him compromise or lose his good influence.

Page 571Romans 8:1-13



- The wise man of Level III sonship edification is a faithful
and honorable son who is now fully capable and fully able
to labor in every aspect of his FatherÕs business.  He can now
work independentlyfrom his Father to both run the business
exactly like his Father, and if need be he can even set up and
establish a satellite of that business in a remote area.  The 
wise man has perfected his sonship status so as to not only 
deal with the full dimensions of the FatherÕs business, but he 
has also developed a thorough and multi-dimensional 
understanding and appreciation for the enemy of the FatherÕs
business (the Adversary, Satan himself) and all of the wiles &
tactics of attack, opposition, and resistance that the policy of
evil can generate to thwart it.  Therefore by means of the 
effectual working of the doctrine his Father has given him, 
the wise man can both defend and protect his own 
conversation/reputation in the FatherÕs business,  as well as 
all of the FatherÕs business interests, and insure its successful 
operations against failure or loss.

- Hence, with that kind of wisdom and experience, the wise
manof Level III sonship edification is now at a point where,
(just as in natural adoption and natural sonship education) he
naturally desires to be able to reproduce this education he has
received and reproduce the heart of his Father thatÕs now 
been imparted to his heart in his own sonÕs heart and life, or
in the life of another member of the new creature of the 
church, the body of Christ.

- And thatÕs a good exercise in getting it into our thinking how it is
that in each level, the effectual working of the FatherÕs doctrine not
only produces the objective of each Level, but it also effectually
produces a desirefor what comes up in the next Level (or the next
Phase within a Level).

- In fact, weÕve come to a point in Level III where the ability for us to 
definethe terms used in Level III is more dependant on what Level I 
and Level II sonship edification has produced, than it is dependant 
upon the terminology God uses to describe Level III!

- So thatÕs a good understanding & appreciation for what the wise man is at 
the beginning of Level III of sonship edification.

- And now he recognizes that there still is a deficit in his understanding(even 
though heÕs learned a whole bunch of things) - and that wise man knows what
it is that he needsto hearso that he can increase learning.
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- When it comes to Level IIIÑand the Father sees those markers that indicate 
to Him that His son is now that Òwise manÓ who is ready to take the 
curriculum thatÕs been imparted to his heart and is at that point where his 
desireis to duplicate it and reproduce it in othersÑthe Father sees in the sonÕs 
thinking and living and labor that he has incorporated all of the wisdom and 
knowledge that He gave him in Level IIÑthe Father now comes along and 
acknowledges that, ÒMy son is now a wise man!Ó

- And being a wise man heÕs ready for this final level to his education.

- And the 1st Phase of it is a body of knowledge and information, that, as soon 
as his Father tells him what it is, heÕs going to receive it properlyÑheÕll hear
it, and he will increase learning, and therefore possess it.

- And when he possess that, and the Father sees the marker in His sonÕs 
thinking and his living and the way he functions in the business now that itÕs in 
operation and effectually working within himÑthen the Father will say, ÒMy 
son, youÕre a man of understanding!  HereÕs the last thing you need!Ó

- And then the Father will give it to him.  (And thatÕs the 2nd Phase of this 
final Level to his education) Ñ that man of understanding Òshall attain unto 
wise counsels.Ó)

- And all along the way, by the effectual working of the sonship
curriculum, it has been (at the end of each phase and each level)
producing 2 major components in the sonÕs thinkingÑand now the
Father looks once last time for those 2 components that should
accompany the effectual working of the doctrine:  

1)  Godly enthusiasm  Ñ  2)  Godly ambition

(the son is ready for it, and heÕs eager for it)

- And now the Father can finally give his son the ÔcapstoneÕ of it all.
And then the Father can send His son outÑand He can know that not
only will His business be done perfectly, flawlessly, etc., but He also
knows that anybody in whom His son comes into contact, and 
anybody that His son deals with in the operations of His business will
see no difference whatsoever between Himself and His son!

- Well thatÕs kind of a synopsis of the entire scope of Level IIIÑbut now that 
weÕve got a working definition for what the Òwise manÓ isÑand now that 
weÕve worked on that issue of what heÕs going to hearand what the increase 
learningis/isnÕt aboutÑletÕs get a working definition of those 2 issues.
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- And as IÕve pointed out (twice now), when you look at the 1st clause of (:5), 
or Phase 1 of Level IIIÑ ÒA wise man will hear, and will increase learning;Ó 
Ñ even if you donÕt have a clue as to what he will hear, you know that the 
goal of it or the objective of it all (the key concept of it) is the issue of 
Òincrease learningÓ.

- Therefore, if you know what that means, it should tell you what it
is that the son will hear that will produce the increase learning.

- So weÕll get our working definition of increase learning first.

- And we know that itÕs not talking about gainingor increasingin
knowledge, or wisdom, or understandingÑbecause thatÕs a given;
thatÕs been going on all along.

- So you get your OED out, and your CrabbÕs and your SmithÕs out
and find out that learning has this other, less-common meaning and
definition that has to do with not receiving information, but with
communicating information to others and producing learning within
others!

- And thatÕs what weÕve come to understand so farÑbut thatÕs not
sufficient enough for us to get the Ôworking definitionÕ we need.

- Because my understanding is that this is another one of those
2-sided coins (so to speak) Ñ because on the one side (due to the
Table of Contents telling us that the son will ÒhearÓ it) there is an
aspect of the son gaining information hereÑbecause this is something
he does not know, recognizes that he needs to know, and until his
Father tells him what it is, he wonÕt know it!

- But on the other side of the coin, itÕs not a gaining of the same kind
of (or the same nature of) information or knowledge or wisdom that 
heÕs been getting in Level I and in Level II.

- Because itÕs not the issue of learning more OF the 
curriculum as a sonÑitÕs the issue of learning ABOUT how
to instruct or teach or produce the curriculum the sonÕs 
already got in another son!

- Again, itÕs like that Minister of Learning we talked aboutÑhis job
actually falls into 2 categories:
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1)  He has oversight in connection with the curriculumfor the
public educational systemÑtherefore for the body of 
information thatÕs going to be taught within the public
education system within a given province.

- but his portfolio also includes É

2)  Jurisdiction over and oversight of the oneÕs who are doing
the teaching of that curriculum.

- And he sets the standard and maintains the standard for both
WHAT is being taught and who has the QUALIFICATION to
teach it.

- And in view of those 2 things, heÕs appropriately and
accurately and precisely called the Minister of Learning.

- (And to be perfectly accurate, if heÕs called a Minister of
Education [or a Secretary of Education] - that would mean that
heÕs only got oversight over WHAT is being taught.)

- So to boil all that downÑthe issue contained in the less-common
way in which learningis used Ðand the way it is used in our Table of
ContentsÑit is the issue of both the acquisition of knowledge and the
methodology of HOW that curriculum gets taught!

- And to just glean out of all that what is necessary for us as Level III
sons in GodÕs program with us as members of the new creature of the
church, the body of Christ Ñ for us the focus of attention in Phase 1
of Level III is the issue of gaining information from our Father that
imparts to us HIS methodology of how to teach the sonship curriculum
to others.  (which will come as a shockto the scholars and pastors and
Bible teachers in the Christian world today!!!)

- ItÕs that issue of the METHODOLOGY of HOW to teach 
that IÕm after (and that the Table of Contents is after)!

- ThatÕs what the son wants to ÒincreaseÓ in!!! (and thatÕs what he 
wants to become a ÔspecialistÕ inÑso to speak)

- He wants to now hear from his Father information about HOW to 
communicateÑhe wants to know how his Father did with him what
his Father has been doing with him since his Father adopted him.
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- He wants to hear the methodology his Father utilized over the last
18 years of giving him his sonship education through Level I and
Level IIÑand he needs to learn that wise methodology so that he 
becomes that man of understanding(understanding how to teach) so
that he can attain unto the wise counselsÑso that he can be able to
counsel his own son!

- Therefore the essential, distinguishing, discriminating characteristic
and feature of Level III sonship edification is the acquisition of the
knowledge that enables the son to independently adopt his own son
and teach him and train him up in the way he should goÑjust exactly
as his Father did with him.

- (because his Father did it with him without his grandfather
being around) -independently!  

- And when a son is on the receiving end of all of the wisdom and all
of the curriculum, he really isnÕt at all concerned or thinking about
HOW his Father went about teaching him.  (He didnÕt perceive all
the sense & sequence of it from the FatherÕs perspective).

- Simply put, what the son wants to hearnow is the methodology of

learning.  (And for us, the godlymethodology of learning that God
our Heavenly Father uses and utilizes Himself when He teaches a
son He adopts!)  [far different from an Ôinstructor in ChristÕ!!!]

- Summary Statement:  Òand will increase learningÓ
This is the educational characteristic or feature belonging to Phase 1 of Level 
III sonship edification.  As a wise man, the son will understand and appreciate 
that what he now needs to do, and what he now desires to do, is to go back 
over all that his Father has taught him in Levels I & II, and to do so for a very 
particular purpose:  which is to increase learning.  The issue isnÕt to gain in 
wisdom, knowledge or understanding in the sense of continuing on with the 
curriculum, nor is it to get something that has been missedÑor anything 
along those linesÑrather itÕs the son getting the specific information from his 
Father of the FatherÕs own methodology for how the curriculum is to be 
taught and therefore how learningtakes place.  The knowledge of learning is 
what one needs to have in order to effectually teach others.  Wherefore the 
wise manÕs concern isnÕt to gain more understanding himself by going over 
the issues of Level I & II againÑbut heÕs specifically interested in increasing 
learning by knowing how to teachÑto gain an understanding & appreciation 
for the details of how the Father has taught him and how heÕs learned from it.  
He wants to gain the FatherÕs methodology of learning, the methodology of 
education so that he can ready himself to provide for his own sonÕs sonship 
edification.
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When the wise man knows (fully understands and appreciates) the FatherÕs 
methodologyof learning, and in turn edifies his own son, he thereby increases
learning.________________________________________________________

- Now, based upon everything weÕve come to understand and appreciate about 
what the critical main feature characteristic to Phase 1 of Level III isÑ(i.e., 
increase learning) Ñ we now should naturally have a grasp on what it is, (and 
I mean what it is EXACTLY and precisely) that the son is going to ÒhearÓ.

- His Father is going to take him back over all the curriculum that He
taught him through Level I and Level IIÑbut not for the purpose of
teaching it to him again as if the son missed something, or as if he 
didnÕt fully get it Ñ but HeÕs going to go over it all again, but this
time the son will go over the curriculum FROM THE FATHERÕS
PERSPECTIVE.

- And the Father is going to take the curriculum they both know, and
HeÕs going to teach His son how to teach the sonship curriculum.

- And we know (or have proof) that the issue of what the son will hear
is the curriculum again because of that important issue I brought to
your attention when we began Level IIIÑthe issue that when you get
to the end of (:4) youÕve got that period that ends that 1st sentence.

- So as you begin (:5) the grammar of the English rightly and properly
and flawlessly takes you back to the nature of what is all going on in
these opening 2 sentences:  a Table of ContentsÑbut a table of 
contents for what???   Ñ  Well, (:1) tells youÑand thatÕs where 
youÕre taken back to when (:5) begins a new sentence.

- In other words, (:1) opens up with, ÒThe proverbs of Solomon the
son of David, king of Israel;Ó Ñ and then verses 2, 3, and 4 are telling
you what the proverbs are going to do!

- So when you end (:4) and begin (:5) - (:5), since youÕre still dealing
with the Table of Contents for what the PROVERBS are going to do,
(and you havenÕt left that context yet) Ñ that means that when (:5)
begins, you are taken right back to (:1) and what the PROVERBS are
going to continuedoing.

- Not only thatÑbut youÕve got (:6) sitting there giving you a list or
an enumeration of what Level III will includeÑand right there youÕre
told ÒTo understand a proverb, É.Ó
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- And those ÒproverbsÓ contain (in proverbial style) the doctrine that
provided for the sonÕs sonship educationÑthe very doctrine that the
wise man has come to fully understand and appreciate and operate
upon from the perspective of being a son himself and receiving the
sonship education himself.

- The wise man is going to go over all those proverbs again (or we 
could say, heÕs going to go back over the entire sonship curriculum
again with his Father) Ñ but not to achieve the objective of verses
2, 3, and 4 of the Table of Contents againÑbut heÕs going to hear
the curriculum one more time for the purpose of increasing learning!

- (Because his son is now on the doorstep of being adopted
and trained up as a son by his father).

- So the son sets down with the Father and goes back over all of 
sonship education Level I and Level IIÑbut now he goes over all of
the FatherÕs wisdom and knowledge and experience and insight and
requirements and facets for all of the sense & sequence of it all; the
markers of it all; all of the development of itÑand how it all works.

- The Father will tell him about all of the exhortationsand when to
give them and why they work to properly prime the sonÕs inner man
and initialize his spirit to receive the doctrine Ñ as well as what the
Father looks for when he searches His sonÕs heart in order to 
determine that His son has got it (or not), or whether His son is
struggling with some aspect of itÑor whether His son is tempted to
not attend, and turn his ear away  (all those kind of markers).

- And those are all things that, when the Father first teaches His son
through Level I and Level II, He never says anything about those
things to His sonÑand the son, as a recipient of the education never
is aware of those kind of things going on from the FatherÕs 
perspective.

- (Those are all things the Father is doing in His own aptness
to teach!) - but He never tells His son those things at the time.

- And itÕs only when you examine the curriculum (the exhortations
and the doctrine) from the FatherÕs perspective that you realize that
there are points at which there are these markers that indicate the
sonÕs development and growth and progress Ñ and theyÕre built into

           the exhortations as those exhortations shift their emphasis/terminology.
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- And there are real changes and shifts in the exhortations and in the
terminology Ñ they are real Ñ and theyÕre not just repetitious uses of
the terminology even when the same terms are used repeatedly Ñ but
there are real differences in the natureof the way the exhortations are
being made because real advancements are taking place and real
attainments are being reached Ñ or real problems/opposition/                

            resistance are all being confrontedÑand the Father knows those things.

- And the Father (knowing how to teach) knows that those 
exhortations contain the wise, godly methodology He has been
following with His son.  (And the doctrinal portions have it too!)

- The Father knows the value in giving attendance to Òreading,
to exhortation, to doctrine!Ó  (I Tim. 4:13)

- He knows how the exhortations match up with the 
corresponding doctrine.

- And all of that, combined, is what IÕm driving at when I talk about 
the FatherÕs METHODOLOGY to learning.

- And now in Level III / Phase 1 of sonship edification, thatÕs what the
son needs to acquire!

- Therefore when the son gets to the end of Level IIÑas far as what he
needsto be able to function as an honorable and faithful son, heÕs 
already got that Ñ Level III isnÕt going to necessarily provide him 
with any more information in respect to him being able to function
as an honorable son Ñ but what Level III is going to do now, is to
enable him to function AS A FATHER HIMSELF !  

- And thatÕs why the information in the Table of Contents is
broken up into only 2 sentencesÑthe first one containing the
information about Level I and Level II Ñ and then the second
sentence containing the information about Level III.

- Because Level I and Level II are a unit themselvesÑand
Level III is distinct enough from those first 2 Levels to be
treated separately.

- And itÕs not that Level III isnÕt a bona fide part of his sonship 
edification, because it isÑitÕs just that it doesnÕt deal with the son as a 
student any longer, but as a father doing the teaching now.
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- And the focus of Phase 1 of Level III is for the son to acquire the
kind of information he needs to be able to be the father he needs to be
to his own son.

- And that means that the focus of attention in Phase 1 is upon the
METHODOLOGY OF SONSHIP EDUCATION .

- Why this kind of an exhortation is appropriate for Phase 1
of Level I;

- Why this kind of warning is needed at the end of Phase 1 of
Level I;

- Why I had to use this exhortation when you were beginning
the doctrine of your instruction of judgment in Phase 2 of
Level I;

- Why you had to be told about that strange woman and her
alluring tactics of her beauty and flattering words in Level II.
  (Why I had to check your commitment level!)

- HereÕs what I was listening for coming out of your mouth
as indicators that you were getting this doctrine;

- This is what I was searching for when I searched your heart
and my Òreigns rejoiced when your lips spoke right things.Ó
              (Pro.  23:16)

- I was looking for evidence and proofs that you were 
actually utilizing the doctrine I taught you, and that you were
appropriately utilizing it.

- And when I found the markers I was looking for, then we
moved onÑand when I didnÕt find them and when you were
struggling with it, then we continued the exhortationÑand
there were times when I had to be very stern with you and
plead with you to not incline your ear to the competing 
wisdom you were hearing from the strange woman.

- And as the Father teaches his son these thingsÑthe son is now
increasing learningÑand by the time the Father gets done with him 
in Phase 1 of Level III that son will be able to look at the entire 
sonship curriculum from BOTH sidesÑand that means that heÕll be 
looking at it just exactly as his Father looks at it!
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- Therefore the son will be ready at the end of Phase 1 of Level III for
the time when he adopts his own childÑand pronounces him a ÒsonÓ,
and he'll know exactly what to teach his son so that he cries ÒAbba,
Father!Ó Ñ and as soon as he hears that marker from his own son, he 
knows he will now be able to sit down with his son and duplicate in 
him what his Father did with himÑimpart his own heart to his son.

- So thatÕs what Phase 1 of Level III is all about.

- And we need to now put a working definition (or summary statement) on that 
issue of what it is that the son will ÒhearÓ Ñ

- ÒhearÓ = as a wise man, the son will hearfrom his Father a very 
particular and very specific body of information that he has never 
heard before.  The son will once again go back over the entire
curriculum for sonship education and edification, not to understand the 
curriculum better as a son who is receiving it, but in order to now
understand and appreciate the FatherÕs methodologyfor learning so 
that he can function as a father himself and therefore give and/or teach
the curriculum to his own son.

- And at that point, the Father can say of the son, ÒMy son, youÕre now a man 
of understandingÑthereÕs only one more thing you need!Ó

- Phase 2ÑLevel III.

5  É and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:

- This is the goal/epitome/pinnacle or highest point of it all!

- The son receives his final appellative:  Òa man of understandingÓ

- And the final thing he need is to Òattain unto wise counselsÓ

- We have that word ÒmanÓ once againÑbut in the context of the Table of 
Contents we know that his is the rarified context of the kind of man-hood type 
thinking that describes the son as being a father himself having heardand 
having increased learning.

- And weÕve got that word ÒunderstandingÓ Ñ a word weÕve had beforeÑin 
fact we encountered it for the first time in (:2) of Level I and Phase 1, so we 
know that even though itÕs the same word, itÕs not being used the same way at 
all!
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- ÒunderstandingÓ - there are a couple of things to do with this wordÑone is 
to get a dictionary type definition of itÑbut the other is to see and to 
appreciate a shade of meaning that understanding has that will make it clear 
as to why this word (as it is being used in Phase 2 of Level III sonship 
edification) is the most excellent and flawless word to describe what a son is 
when the curriculum has been perfectedin himÑwhy that word is better than 
the son being called ÒwiseÓ (Òa wise manÓ).

- understanding= an intelligent grasping of information; the faculty 
of the mind whereby it apprehends the real state of things presented to 
it; or by which it receives or comprehends the ideas that others 
express and intend to communicate.

- The basic idea is that yes, IÕve received what youÕve been 
trying to give me, and I comprehend what it means.

- And at this point the son has got thatÑheÕs received 
properly what his Father has been giving him from Level I
and Level IIÑand what it means to be a wise and honorable
sonÑand in Level III heÕs received the ability to educate
others and take them right through the curriculum just like
his Father did with him.

- But there is a more advanced definition to the term understanding

that carries a shade of meaning that is far more germane to our
context here at the end of Level III than just a basic, general 
dictionary type definition.

- What is it?

- When you see that word understanding, you often think of it like
you would the word ÔunderstandÕ - like, ÒOk, I understandwhat 
youÕre saying or what your giving me.Õ  Ñ but thatÕs not really what
is being said hereÑthereÕs a difference (slight though it may be)
between understandand understanding.  (a man of understanding)

- How would you use the word understanding so that itÕs not just
saying that you understandsomething, but in that other kind of way?

- Can you come up with another sentence where youÕd use the word
understanding to covey something specificand something particular
(a particular feature) about whatÕs been going on over a long period 
of getting information from another???
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- Well, if you think about the issue of how the word understandingis
utilized in a conversation between two or more partiesÑthen youÕre
going down the right path.

- Because we often will sayÑwhen 2 or more parties have been 
exchanging information between them:

ÒWe came to an understanding.Ó

- And thatÕs the finer shade of meaning weÕre after here.

- George Crabb in his dictionary of English Synonymes has a great 
statement about this shade of meaning the word understandingcarries 
along with the general idea of an intelligent grasping of information Ñ  

ÒUnderstandingcan be used in the sense of an acquaintance 
between two or more persons as to each otherÕs views and a 
consequent harmony and concert.Ó

- ItÕs the harmonious concurring between 2 or more parties
whereby they have come to a good understandingbetween
them!

- Or as Noah Webster said in his 1828 English Dictionary, 
ÒIntelligence between two or more persons; agreement of the minds;
union of sentiments.Ó

- And the critical issue in the way the word understandingis used here
as Òa man of understandingÓ is the issue of thinking and seeing and
comprehending and fully grasping something exactly the sameÑwe
have the very same thinkingÑwe have the same mindÑweÕve 
come to an understandingbetween usÑwe view this thing (this entire 
thing) exactly the same way!  (We even feel the same way about it!)

- We often still use the colloquial expression:  ÒWe came to
a meeting of the minds.Ó

- The idea is that between the Father and the sonÑwe now have the
same thinking about the entire curriculumÑwe both see it the same
wayÑwe both see both sides of it, or every side of itÑwe have an
agreement about what it all is aboutÑand even our sentiments are
united!

          - And the man of understandingÑmore than just receiving the education     
properlyÑhe sees it all just exactly the same way his Father does!
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- The Father and the son now Ôsee eye-to-eyeÕ on everything:
on the curriculum and how it is received as a son, and how it
is taught as a Father; on the pre and post doctrinal 
exhortations and how and when they are to be given; on the
value and worth of the whole education; on the methodology
of how a human spirit and a human soul is supposed to be
properly edified unto godliness; on the Adversary and all of
his tactics and strategy and the function of his policy of evil
from beginning to end of sonship edification; on the highness
and glory of it all and what itÕs all going to finally culminate 
in when the FatherÕs business goes into itÕs final dispensation
of the fullness of timesÉ.

- And because the son is now a man of understandingÑeven when he
is faced with situations and circumstances that require him to take the
forms of doctrine heÕs learned and put them into practice in some 
detail of his life that wasnÕt addressed in the ÔtrainingÕ phase of it; or
we could say on the Ôtraining groundÕ for his vocational trainingÑor
Ôon the practice fieldÕ Ñ when the son has to take a form of doctrine
out of the field in which it was put into practice in the first place and
apply it properly to another situation or circumstance in his life, when
he does itÑand the conclusionshe reaches about itÑthe Father could
come along and say, ÒYep, I would have done exactly that same 
thing, and I would have reached exactly the same conclusion 
myself!Ó

- In other words, as a man of understanding, you and your Father will
even concludethe very same things!  (i.e., given a task, you will 
follow the same steps and you will reach the same conclusion!!!)

- (Note the problems the Corinthians were having along these 
lines:  see I Corinthians 14:20)

- ThatÕs what this curriculum for sonship edification holds out for
youÑand if that doesnÕt thrill you, youÕre un-thrill-able!

- And sometimes you just have to stop and realize in all this
just what it is that God is offering youÑwhat He is ÔcallingÕ
you toÑwhat His grace holds out to you and what grace
provided for in that Redeemer and His redemption!!!!

- Phase 2/Level IIÑ  Òand a man of understanding shall attain unto wise 
counsels:Ó

- Now for the final thing the son gets asa man of understanding that
finishes off, completely, his sonship education ...
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- Òshall attain unto wise counselsÓ (attain= 1st & only time the word is used!)

- ÒattainÓ = to reach, to acquire, to arriveÑit always carries the idea 
that there is some end in view or some goal in viewthat is to be 
reached or arrived atÑbut the shade of meaning that makes attain the
most excellent expression of what is going on here at the very end of
the sonship education is that when you attainsomethingÑand 
especially when its used with that accompanying preposition ÒuntoÓ
it puts the emphasis upon the issue that what is attained didnÕt become
the possession of the subject by luck, or by chance, or by accidentor
anything along those lines.

- It means that when you Òattain untoÓ something you have followed
a prescribed methodology or a step-by-step process to reach a goalÑ
a goal that has been pre-set unto which you have arrived at by the
achievement of some method you followed to get there at that goal.

- In view of the context and the English grammar, it tells you that
this isnÕt just something that has fallen into your lap (so to speak), but
that there was a goal set out and youÕve reached itÑyouÕve achieved
and accomplished a particular meansand now youÕre at the end of it,
or the goal of it all.

- There was effort involved in getting thereÑyouÕve followed
all of the necessary steps to achieve the arrival at the end, and
now youÕve arrived at this point:  the final goal.

- George Crabb, English Synonymes:  Òattainsignifies to rest at a
thing (goal); itÕs a perfect and finished actionÑwe always go on
acquiring, but we stop when we have attained.Ó  ÒWe attain to a
certain degree of perfection.

- And that tells you some important facts about this education process
that the son is going through:  1) it tells you that when a man of
understandinghas attained unto wise counsels, attaining unto wise
counsels is the final goal that God your Father has set in the education,
thatÕs what the Father had in mind all along when He began the 
process of educating His son all the way back when He first adopted
him Ñ that at some specified time, this day would come! 

- ThatÕs GodÕs desirefor each of his sonsÑnot that you would
just enroll in the education and begin make godly decisions,
etc., but all of those issues are the necessary steps to finally 
attain unto wise counsels.
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- This is the glorious goal the Father wanted to get to from the 
beginningÑand everything that preceded it was necessary to get
to this point where you as His son arrive now at being this man of
understandinghaving attained unto wise counsels.

- And even in the Table of Contents, God the Father doesnÕt 
marginalize the process of getting thereÑand this is not only, or not
merely in view of having undergone all of the educational issues that
the son has had to knowand to perceiveand to receiveand to get;
but itÕs also in view of the stinging and savage oppositionand
resistanceand suffering brought on by the Adversary, and the sonÕs
successful endurance of those things as well.

- (see II Thess. 1:3-10)

- In other words, this is no small featÑand any son who gets there
is considered to have achieved, and to have attained unto the highest
and greatest level of human existence that a man or woman could
ever attain!!!

- In fact, while the world will never recognize it as anything,
even as anything good, let alone anything of any value or
worthy of recognition or worthy of reward Ñ your Heavenly
Father recognizes this to be the very thing that qualifies you
for being singled out, for recognition, and for eternal reward
and inheritance on par with the very Lord Jesus Christ
Himself!

- Now letÕs look at that issue of the Òwise counselsÓ thatÕs the goal of sonship 
education/edification.

- First of all is the issue of them being called wiseÑor that wisdom
issue hereÑand we know that that is a context sensitive termÑitÕs
talking about the wisdom of a Level III, Phase 2 son who now has
the entirety of the education under his beltÑplus the entire 
methodology of God his Father and how He put the whole curriculum
together with the exhortations and forms of doctrine in their sense &
sequenceÑand now the son (who can function as a father himself),
along with his Father turn their attention to these counselsÑbut they
are going to be counselsof a godly wisdom-type nature, based not
only upon the curriculum and itÕs function in the inner manÑbut now
thereÕs going to be brought into the picture one last thing:  ???
[what do you have to have in order to counsel? (experience!)]
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- Òwise counselsÓ - youÕve got the word wisenow teamed up as an
adjective modifying a noun that weÕve not encountered before 
anywhere in the Table of Contents.

- And thatÕs not strangeÑweÕd expect that in Level IIIÑso we have
the final thing the son attains:  ÒcounselsÓ

- And so weÕve got one final word to define and then to get that working 
definition for:  counsels.

- We know by the spelling that weÕre not talking about a councilor an
assembly of persons called together for consultationÑlike an advisory
board or legislative council or anything along those lines.

- This is the word counsels(in the plural) -counsel(singular).

- What does counselmean?

- counsel= from the Latin consilium, meaning a plan decided on as
the result of consultation or advice.  But be carefulÑit doesnÕt say
a man of understanding shall attain unto wise adviceÑbecause while
advice is a synonym of counsel, there are very important differences in
the shades of meaning between them.

- Interestingly enough, N. Webster (1828 English Dictionary) runs the
etymology of the word from the Heb. Chaldee Syrian Semitic and
Eth. word [shaal] Ñ and gathers that the radical root concept of the
word counsel is the idea of Ôto askÕ - to set upon, urge, or press Ñ (and
weÕll get back to that later on).

- counsel= (Webster) Advice; opinion, or instruction, given upon
request or otherwise, for directing the judgment or conduct of
another; opinion given upon deliberation or consultation.

- counsel= (OED) Interchange of opinions on a matter of procedure;
consultation, deliberation.

- (SmithÕs) = Counselis given by those who are of superior wisdom
and experience in the general affairs of life.  The trained man is
qualified to give advice, the wise man to give counsel.  Counselenters
into the reasonof things and the grounds of preference for one course
of conduct rather than another.  Advice is given sometimes without 
being welcome.  Counsel is asked for as being felt to be needed.
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- And itÕs interesting that both Charles Smith and George
Crabb recognize that one very particular, distinguishing,
discriminating difference between adviceand counselis that
adviceis most often professional in nature (such as a doctor

            giving a patient medical advice), but counselis FATHERLY !
(As a Father to a son).

- [even though we often use that colloquial 
expression, ÒLet me give you some fatherly adviceÓ
Ñ that really isnÕt an altogether proper use of the
word adviceÑbecause if itÕs truly Ôfatherly adviceÕ
what youÕre actually doing is giving counsel.]

- To put it simply, the overriding issue in the word counselis the
issue of the giving of information to another from one who has 
superior wisdom andexperience!

- Counselis a word that focuses upon the real skillfulness that a man
has that is based upon years of wisdom, acquired knowledge, and
experienceÑto be able to advise and to therefore give counselthat
only comes from actually having Ôbeen in the trenchesÕ and faced the
battles, and learned by experiencewhat it takes to succeed in 
accomplishing some objectiveÑor what it takes to succeed in 
grappling with some difficultyÑor whatever the situation is.

- Counselsis the fruit of manifold wisdom that has been acquired 
through manifold experience.

- And because of the way in which both God handles the
terminology of the Table of ContentsÑand the way in which
weÕve been presenting it Ñ I want to make it clear that we
are NOT saying that a son has no ability to give advice until
he completes the educationÑthatÕs not trueÑthe son can
certainly give advice to others all along the way.

- But a man of understanding that has attained unto wise
counselsÑthose counsels(in that context) can only be
attained by the son who has gone through the entire 
curriculum, and who has had to deal with all the various
situations of the details of his life, along with having faced
and conquered in the face of all the various opposition and
resistance heÕs encounteredÑand done it all by means of the
effectual working of GodÕs word in his inner man.
(the very methodology of the Father)
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- And thereÕs no way to shortcut this!  Because it takes the USE of
the words/methodology of the FatherÑand the various situations and 
circumstances that life brings, that the sufferings of this present time 
brings, that the sufferings of Christ brings, and that the battles with the 
opposing Satanic policy of evil bringsÑthat provide for the sonÕs
Ôproving groundÕ (so to speak) whereby he gains the experience that,
combined with his wisdom, results in keen skillfulness for him to be a 
wise and godly counselorto his son.

- And so the last thing the Father will do with His sonÑnow that His
son knows the methodology of learning;  (and he can apply it to the
written curriculum, and he can convey it to his son, and can 
successfully be a father to his son) Ñ the last thing the Father is going
to do, is to give him the benefits of some knowledge and some wisdom
that He has attained to Himself, that He has acquired HimselfÑsolely
through the personal experience that He Himself has gone through.

- And a lot of what this final aspect of sonship edification
entails has to do with the ability to take the forms of doctrine
that the son was given in the curriculumÑand by means of,
and through his long-time experience of all that life brings,
and all that the policy of evil has thrown his wayÑit has to do
with wisely and prudently using those forms of doctrine in
many other areas of life that wasnÕt covered in the curriculum,
but that required the son to take a particular form of doctrine
and perceive how that form of doctrine can be used in many
other circumstances and situations  Ñ all of which he has had
to figure out on his ownÑand made the right call (so to speak)
and made the proper use of the doctrine he has learned from 
the sonship curriculum.

- And that takes experienceÑand now the Father is going to
benefit the son with those wise counsels that come from that
kind of experience with using the curriculum in many other
ways other than the ones covered in the curriculum.

- And that brings us to now beginning to form our working definition for what 
it means for the final thing a son gets from his Father is that, as a man of 
understanding, the son will attain unto wise counsels.

- But really, weÕve only talked about one side of this issueÑand just as there is 
throughout the sonship education ÑthereÕs more ÑthereÕs more to it than 
just a gaining of the FatherÕs wisdom experience-wise, so that the son can give 
counselto anotherÑbut thereÕs another aspect to this that is really exciting!
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- (In other words, thereÕs a ÒkickerÓ to this issue of wise counsels!)

- First of all, letÕs be clear on the 1st aspect to the working definition of what 
it means to a son in Phase 2 of Level III sonship edification to have as his 
final component to his education/edification the attaining unto wise counsels:

- Because my understanding is that there are 2 aspects to the wise 
counsels, or 2 components to it.

- Summary Statement:  Òshall attain unto wise counsels:Ó
-  (Just as weÕve notedÑand working from our dictionary type
definition) Ñ  the 1st component (and the most obvious & 
fundamental one) :  attaining unto wise counsels means that the 
believer in Christ, as a member of the new creature of the church the
body of Christ in this dispensation of grace  - as the adopted son that
he is, and as a Phase 2, Level III man of understandingÑwill attain
the experience of working with the curriculum in various areas of
operations that will enable him (and authorize him) to give wise 
advice and counselto others who are less advanced, who do not have 
the experience in either the effectual working of GodÕs word (dealing 
with the curriculum itself),  or in not having faced the opposition heÕs 
now having to face, with a view to that sonÕs future conduct and 
behaviorÑand you, as a Level III son are authorized to provide 
counselÑyouÕre a counselorto them.

- Or to put it as weÕve got it on the board:
The son, in this dispensation of grace, is authorized to provide godly 
advice, instruction, and opinion to others who are less advanced/
experienced in either the effectual working of GodÕs word (the 
curriculum), or in successfully dealing with the opposition the 
inexperienced son is now facing, with a view to that sonÕs future 
conduct & behavior, as well as matters of judgment and procedure.  

- And providing counseldemands that the one giving it has
the authority to do so Ñ and the authority here is earned by
graduating through the curriculum.

- The experience gained, and the skillfulness gained only 
comes by having honestly and successfully accomplished
Level I, Level II, and Phase 1 of Level III, and once all thatÕs
been produced in youÑyouÕre now a man of understanding
and you shall attain unto wise counsels with the authority to
give advice, and to give opinion and instruction to others.
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- And it should be noted that the primary area in which the
wise counsels will be dealing with, will be in the opposition
and resistance that we face from the Satanic policy of evil;
(that is, when weÕre talking about usÑnot sonship education
in general, but us as we face opposition within the education).

- And you can see Paul doing that very thing over in the
pastoral epistles, especially!  (Because when it comes to 
what heÕs doing with Timothy, Titus, and PhilemonÑheÕs

           counselingthem based upon the experience heÕs faced himself).

- (And that makes sense because those pastoral 
epistles deal with the Adversary and his attacks in/on 
the local assembly.)

- And even this aspect of attaining unto wise counsels is a fantastic 
and powerful, keenly developed skill that the son has achieved.

- Especially when youÕve got a newly adopted son, or a simple
son, or even that young man Ñ when a man of understanding
can come along and give wise counsel to that saint and help
him to realize that what heÕs facing is an attack of the policy
of evil (that strange woman)  - and he can relate to that son
who has never encountered this before & say, ÒI know exactly
what youÕre experiencingÑand this is the goal of that part of
the policy of evilÑand here is what you should do to avoid
being victimized by it É.etc., etc.

- And that is a great and natural (and obvious) application to this issue
of attaining unto wise counsels.

- But as I pointed out beforeÑalong with this, as a man of 
understanding who has attained unto wise counselsÑhe knows how
to counselothers without becoming a ÔtutorÕ or a ÔgovernorÕ in the
process!!!  (And that takes great skill to do that!)

- Well, thatÕs the 1st component or aspect or application that you have as a 
working definition/understanding of what it means when a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: Ñ but thereÕs more to it than 
that!

- And to get the ÒkickerÓ to this, you have to go back to something brought out 
in both the text itself (Pro. 1:5), and how it connects up with (:6), as well as 
something brought up in our dictionary-type definition.
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- First of all look once again at the text:  it says, and a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:  Ñ  it does not say,
a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsel (sing), but
counsels(plural).

- Next, notice how (:5) endsÑwith a colonÑand so (:6) is supposed
to be connected to itÑand there youÕre given an enumeration of the
nature of the wise counselsÑ ÒTo understand a proverb, and the
interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.Ó Ñ note
that last expression Òdark sayings.Ó

- Now when you think about it, and you carefully read (:5 & 6), it
should strike you that weÕre not just talking about being a good, godly
counselorto othersÑ(it is that) - but thereÕs more to it than that.

- Because it doesnÕt say a man of understanding shall attain unto 
being a godly counselorÑbut he shall attain unto wise counsels, and
part of what that keen skillful ability will enable the man of 
understanding to do is to understand a proverb, the interpretation of 
it, the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

- In other words, there is an issue involved in attaining unto wise
counsels(pl) that has to do with the son being Ôlet in onÕ (so to speak)
some very ÔdarkÕ information (dark ops).

- Now combine that with something brought out in the dictionary
definitionÑand that issue is that (OED) counsel is the interchange
of opinions on a matter of procedure; consultation, deliberation.
(an interchange of ideas and deliberation)

- The 2nd aspect or component of application for attaining unto wise counsels  
isnÕt merely the idea of being able to give advice to other sons who arenÕt as 
far along in the edification process as you (grand though that is) Ñ but my 
understanding is that thatÕs not really even the big issue here Ñ the big issue 
in attaining unto wise counsels (and why itÕs the pinnacle of it all) in God the 
FatherÕs mind is far greater than thatÑand it is strictly a sonship thingÑin 
fact, as we will see for us in this dispensation of grace in which we liveÑitÕs 
even an aspect that takes into account the ÔmysteryÕ itself!

- And at the core of it is this issue of where at one point the Father and His 
son who is this man of understanding nowÑhas a deliberation between the 2 
of them, and this interchange of ideas between the son and his Father with a 
view to future purposes and plans for the 2 of them!
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- (Note Psa. 55:14) - the context is not a relationship between God and
DavidÑbut between David and what he first perceived to be a friend
who later on betrayed him & became DavidÕs enemyÑ

13  But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine
acquaintance.
14  We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the
house of God in company.

- But my point is that this passage point out this other, more subtle 
meaning of the issue of counselsas being that of an interchange of
ideas, or of a deliberation between 2 parties.

- And a son who is a man of understanding attains unto this sweet
counselwhereby the 2 of them (Father & son together) interchange
ideas that gets into some very dark sayings.

- And between the Father and His sonÑtheir communion
together gets as close as it can possibly get at that point.

- And when you get thisÑyouÕll realize why everything else that has
gone on in the entire education/edification process of the son has been
building and building to this point!

- And it has to do with man and God having a communion and a
fellowship together that they never had beforeÑwhereby they have
mutual counsel together!

- LetÕs see that very thing happening in GodÕs wordÑand how it connects with 
sonship (or rather with the inability to be fully educated/edified sons in GodÕs 
program with Israel (under the law, Old Cov.) vs. what happens to us as sons 
in this ÔmysteryÕ dispensation of grace).

- Isaiah 40ÑweÕre now looking at something taking place in GodÕs
program with IsraelÑand under that Old Covenant, sonship was NOT
an option (under the law which consisted of tutors and governors).

-It was under the New Covenant that one of the benefits of that was
for the members of the remnant of Israel to be adopted as sons and
God being their Father.

- And what IÕm after is that this passage points out the issue that under
that lawÑsince sonship wasnÕtan option, there was no chance of 
them ever attaining unto wise counsel or understanding any dark 
sayings!
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- This underscores that under the existing conditions, the
total lack of any opportunity to have counselwith God.

- For when a son has been adopted by his Father at the appointed 
timeÑand when he has accomplished Level I and Level II and the
first Phase of Level IIIÑand heÕs a man of understanding who has
attained unto wise counselsÑheÕll be able to discuss things with his
Father Ñ being like-minded with Him to such a degree that he will
be used by his Father (and useful for his Father) to help come up with
new plans for the business.

- (realize that this isnÕt actually possible in time, right here
and now on planet earth with us before the rapture)

- Because we know what GodÕs going to do in this 
dispensation of graceÑweÕre not going to help Him out as
to some new ideas on how itÕs going to run!

- The time in which God will take counselstogether with His sons
is yet future.

- But as a man of understandingÑthe son is so like-minded with his
Father (sharing the intelligence with his Father, sharing like sentiment
and agreement of mind) that heÕs actually useful for his Father to 
enlist his counselfor coming up with new plans for the business.

- And thatÕs what the Father ultimately looks forÑand thatÕs why
youÕve got that word ÒattainÓ being used to accurately describe
getting itÑbecause in the final component for the sonÕs edification,
he attainsthe very thing God his Father ever created him for in the
first place.

- Because God always had in mindÑthat creating the creature-man
in His image; in His likenessÑthere is a specificway God planned on
man being ÒlikeÓ HimÑif the man would be educated by Him to
think, live, and labor with HimÑGod made it possible for that man to
be godly(or god-like) Ñ but not just so that it would end with that
godliness issueÑbut there was another reason/purpose for even doing
thatÑso that, ultimately, that godliness would be to such a degree in
man that, not only would he be able to perfectly labor with his Father
in His businessÑbut that he would so match his FatherÕs thinking and
be so like Him, that the time would come when, jointly , they would
be able to take counseltogether and discuss what lies ahead!
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- And itÕs not because God needsthe advice of anybodyÑitÕs not a
matter of needÑor that we as adopted sons will ever be as smart as
GodÑitÕs not that God couldnÕt think of what He wants to do without
us Ñ no Ñ really, itÕs a matter of desireÑand beyond that, itÕs a
matter of glory!   (see Isa. 43:1-7 [:7])

- that He would take His mind and His heart and impart that to His
creature that He created to have the unique capabilityto receive that 
and to process that, and to share the intelligence of Himself!  

- ItÕs a demonstration of His glory!

- that He doesnÕt just come along and say, Ok, hereÕs what my
business is, now go do it!  Ñ  but ultimately it would be,
Now, what shall we both do with this business???

- And sweet counsel together would go on between the God
and Creator of the universe and these creatures that God has
made to become His adopted sons!

- And again, the real genius in HOW God does it, is that itÕs
done in such a way that anyone who cares to look upon it has
to declare:  The GLORY of God in doing it all!

- Because when those sweet counsels take placeÑwhat all
went into producing that moment was the total and complete
and uncompromised GRACE of God HimselfÑdoing all the
work Ñ it was only by, and solely by His Jehovahness and
and grace that that event could ever take place!!!

- In fact, I canÕt think of anything that testifies to the power
and the might and the abounding of GodÕs J-ness & grace than
when He can sit down and take sweet counsel with His 
adopted, fully educated/edified sons!

- And you should now be able to think about what was going on back
there in the garden of Eden at the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil with a lot more perception than you ever have had before!!!

- (and the destructive nature of competing wisdom)

- And to meÑthe really amazing thing of it allÑthat takes His J-ness
& grace to an even greatergreatnessÑis that even though man became
sinful (and fell), God still found a way to get this done!!!
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- Isaiah 40:12-15   (:14) 

- Paul will quote (:14) on 2 different occasions.

- Well, whatÕs the only proper and appropriate answer to the question
of (:14)?  A:  NOBODY!

- And I say thatÕs the only properand appropriateanswer because of
the nature of GodÕs program with Israel as it existed at that time.

- God set out his plan & purpose and Isaiah had no clueÑhe didnÕt
know the half of itÑhe didnÕt have a clue that God had a mystery of
His will that He never revealed to them.

- Isaiah didnÕt know the half of all that God had planned in His own
genius!

- I Corinthians 2

- Paul has already quoted this passage one other time.
- Romans 11 (:30-36) - and there Paul is looking at IsraelÕs program,
but now looking at it from the viewpoint of the genius of God with
having revealed the mystery of this dispensation of Gentile grace
having been brought in and then with His resuming and fulfilling His
program with Israel in light of that.

- In I Cor. chapter 2Ñin the very chapter where he takes the 
Corinthians to task about their sorry state of being imperfect because
of not properly responding to their own sonship edificationÑwhere
Paul tells them that he wants to speak of the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom of God ordained before the world
unto our gloryÑbut he canÕt because they arenÕt ÒperfectÓ Ñ look
at what he says to them a few verses later on in the chapterÉ.

- I Cor. 2:12-16 (:16) - vs. 16 comes straight out of Isa. 40:14!

- But whatÕs the answer this time?
(ÒBut we have the mind of Christ.Ó)!!!

- Nobody knew the mind of the Lord as to what He was planning to
do with man ultimatelyÑor what He would do with the universe,
ultimatelyÑwhat He would do with the government of heaven and
earthÑand the final genius of how He would bring them both 
together for an ultimate glorious purpose of His business.
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- But Paul says that right nowÑin regard to what God has revealed to
himÑwe now have the mind of ChristÑand thatÕs an expression that
I think very few Christians really know what theyÕre talking about
when/if they use that expression or read it in GodÕs word.

- Because itÕs far more than merely having doctrine (or a maximum
amount of doctrine) in your soul!

- Having the mind of Christ has to do with the ultimate of receiving
properly this education our FatherÕs giving us to produce that entire
mind of Christ in usÑby imparting His heart & mind to our heart &
mind.

- And when you think about thisÑitÕs not that having the mind of
Christ, youÕre going to wind up ÒinstructingÓ God in information 
that He doesnÕt have (thatÕs heresy)Ñ thatÕs NOT what IÕm talking 
about at allÑas if God is just waiting for the day when His sons are 
smarter than Him or more intelligent than Him and HeÕs got things 
He wants you to teach HimÑor anything along those lines!

- This has nothing to do with that!

- The issue is, ÔWho did he take counsel with?Õ  ÔWho knew what he
was going to do?Õ Ñ well, now we have the mind of ChristÑnow we
know what HeÕs going to do with the heaven and the earthÑand
ultimately the issue is that you receive that same ÒmindÓ and operate
upon it to such a point that God your Father will take counseltogether
with you about shapingthe FUTURE of the business as well as itÕs 
past and present!

- (ThatÕs what Ephesians 1-3 is dealing with!!!)

- And whatÕs held out as the ultimate provision of His grace, and the
ultimate goal/aim of the reason why He adopted you as His son in the
first placeÑis for you to reach the point where you are a man of 
understanding and then so that you shall attain unto wise counsels.

- Not only having the ability to provide counselto others in
the sonship curriculum; and experience-wise in the sonship
education Ñ but also so that you can one day sit down with
your Father and together, go over the future of the business,
and you can intelligently have this interchange of opinions &
ideas, and what will be the preferred procedure of it all and
how it will all be carried out in those ages to come (Eph 2:7).
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- So, therefore, just to get a working definition or summary statement about 
this other side of the coin of what it means for us as members of the new 
creature of the church the body of Christ in this dispensation of grace in 
which we live to attain unto wise counsels:

- wise counsels = the mind & heart of the son so perfectly 
matches the mind & heart of the Father that they will enter 
into a fellowship of sweet counsel together in order to shape the 
future operations of the FatherÕs business whereby the joint 
ÒFather & sonÓ aspect of running and maintaining of the business 
will be indistinguishable by anyone within it or anyone without it.

- Now once the son has become a wise man after completing Level II, and 
after then hearingthe FatherÕs own methodology for learningand upon 
hearingthat the son increases learningÑthen at that point he becomes a man 
of understanding whereby he and his Father see eye-to-eye on the entire 
sonship edification process (from the sonÕs perspective in receiving it, and 
from the FatherÕs in giving it) Ñ and then the final component is given to the 
son where he has attained unto wise counsels Ñ at that point the Father can 
then put the mortarboard on His sonÕs head and tell him, ÒSon, youÕve 
finished the course!Ó

- But the Table of Contents in Proverbs 1 doesnÕt end with a period at (:5) - it 
ends in a colon, and so itÕs intended to go on with (:6) - and we canÕt ignore it, 
and I want to just say some things about whatÕs being dealt with in (:6).

- and it saysÉ 6  To understand a proverb, and the interpretation;
the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

- My understanding isÑjust as IÕve alluded to beforeÑthat this 
ability of a Level III, Phase 2 son is given in (:6) as a listing or an
enumeration of things that he will be able to do as that man of
understanding.

- But just as IÕve said before, my understanding is that this verse only
applies to the members of the remnant of IsraelÑand is applicable
at the time when God adopts the believing remnant out in their 
final installment of their 5th course of punishment.  (5th/5th)

- In other words, my understanding is that this verse doesn't even
apply to David or to SolomonÑat least not in the capacity that it will
to the remnant of IsraelÑand I think Solomon knew that (as the very
passages in Proverbs will tell us as we look at some of them)!
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- The full operation of this verse is going to only apply afterthis 
dispensation of grace is concluded, when God adopts the members of 
the remnant of Israel in the 5th installment and gives them the benefits 
of the New Covenant (just as the book of Hebrews describes) Ñ they 
will recognize that Jesus of Nazareth truly was/is their MessiahÑHe 
accomplished redemptionÑand He will bestow the benefits of the
New Covenant upon them, part of which is sonship.

- And this passage is directly aiming at that timeÑand I believe that
when we examine some of the passages in connection with it, I think 
youÕll clearly see that this is absolutely true.

- And to understand itÑit would be helpful if you had some 
background and insight into a particular and wise phenomenon that
God employed as He dealt with that vain, religious system that had
developed in IsraelÑand that became very pronounced in the climatic
stage of GodÕs program with Israel.

- There is a unique feature that God put into practice in response to 
the VRS (and all of the apostate element in Israel) Ñ and we see it 
occurring especially in the gospel accounts where, in the climatic stage 
of IsraelÕs program, there is a withholding of informationÑdone on 
purposeÑdone deliberatelyby God to withhold information from the 
apostate element; and there is a corresponding giving of information to 
the believing element!

- There is a point in the Lord Jesus ChristÕs earthly ministry where the
way in which the information is handled, is that the apostate element
is blinded to the truth, the believing remnant receives the truthÑand
God does that intentionally!  (He produces judicial blindness)

- And you can see this in a couple of areas:

- Psalm 78Ñ(book III = Avenger):1-4 (:2)
(prophetically looking at that final installment)

- Matthew 13Ñthe LordÕs earthly ministry.
- (:1-3;  :10-17)

- Christ recognizes the judicial blindness coming upon the apostate
element of Israel in fulfillment of prophesyÑbut the vehicle He uses
to fulfill that prophesy are parablesÑand how do they do that?
How do the parables told by Jesus produce the judicial blindness???
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- A:  a parable intentionally CLOUDED the issueÑit didn't make the
issue clearer!  A parable is NOT a Ôteaching aidÕ - itÕs a teaching
hindrance!  (or a learning hindrance)

- Christ interprets it (as the man of understanding He was)
for the believing elementÑbut the blindness of the apostate
element just gets worse and worseÑall of which is a foretaste
for the time when God resumes His program with IsraelÑand
that ÔwedgeÕ of the LordÕs earthly ministry will make the
division wider and wider until they will be able to clearly
see who is part of the apostate element and who is a genuine
member of the remnant.  (who is the Christ vs. Anti-Christ)

- And that one of the ways God makes that gap between the
believing and apostate elements is to deliberately keep some
information from them!

- (Which is a good thingÑLuke 23)

- So when God doesresume His program with IsraelÑthe ones who
will be able to understand GodÕs word (in general) will be the 
believing remnantÑbut more than that, what Pro. 1:6 is telling us is
that out of that believing remnant will be these Level III sons who
are men of understanding who have attained unto wise counsels, and
they will have understanding and appreciation (in the midst of all the
false prophets/teachers) to teach the truth of GodÕs word.

- And thereÕs going to be some information that will only be 
understood by that Level III sonÑand they will be the only people
on the planet that know that informationÑthat know what certain of
the proverbs are about and how to interpret them properly in light of
all of the circumstances that surround that 5th installmentÑand they
will counselthe remnant in those things.

- Isaiah 29:9-14Ñindictment against Jerusalem [Ariel]

- This describes what God is going to do in light of IsraelÕs apostasy
and unbelief. 

- And in light of that, God says that HeÕs going to do something
ÒmarvelousÓ - Òthe wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.Ó  (and thatÕs because
all of the wisdomand prudenceand understandingwill be vested in
the remnant!) - and more particularly in the Level III Man of Und.!
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