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- So when you look at this 2nd probing questionNyouQre to understand and
appreciate that you are NOT at any disadvantage whatsoever.

- And that should dispel any doubt, or any pessimism or any lack of
confidence that the curriculum for your sonship education hasnOt
taken in to account any and all the peculiarities of your life (or what
you feel or imagine as peculiar), and the limitations of your life (or
what you imagine are limitations) - thatOs all to be rooted out by this
probing question and gotten rid of by the Father telling you, OLook,

| didnOt even spare my own Son, how shall | not with him freely give
you all things? Do you really think itOs even within the realm of
possibility that | go through all that personal cost to adopt you as my
son, so that you could be left in a position whereby you could never
even achieve the objective for which | adopted you in the first place?
(Which, according to Rom. 8:28-30,d%0 be conformed to the image
of his Sonp

- ThatOs all been dealt withNand all those things are taken into
accountNand all those things are provided forNby the power and
might and strength thatOs been built into that curriculum you now
hold in your hand!

- YouOre not limited; youOre not at a disadvantage!

- What CONFIDENCE that gives you!

- So again, the 2nd probing question:
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- And the answer is (the INTELLIGENT answer is):

He shall freely give us all things we need to succeed with
our sonship education and sonship lifeNitOs all in the
curriculum itself! (all the_toold need & skillsl need)

- And questions? Comments? about this 2nd probing question?

- Do you see how that these first 2 probing/provoking questions

go together?
1) If God be for us, who can be against us?
2) He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?



- Now we can move on to the 3rd probing/provoking question.

- But before we do—(or as we do)— we have noted before how that
all 5 of these probing questions are designed by their sense &
sequence so that as each one is dealt with and as each one is able to
be intelligently answered—each one haturally opens a door that
leads into the next question.

- And what I’'m after here is to see if you can see why this next
question is the only natural next thing to be brought up and dealt
with?

- And we’ve already stated that there is a ‘shift’ that takes
place here at this 3rd probing question.

- We now move to what I’ve called the “Who” questions.

- But before we even look at them—there are still some
things that need to (and naturally need to) be addressed—
especially if you want to get full confidence, full assurance,
full conviction that this curriculum for your sonship
education will succeed with you, and you will succeed with
it.

- And that 1st probing question drew your attention to God our
Father Himself—and He probed your heart so as to see if you had
any doubt or any question or any problem with His capacity to make
it so that you will succeed in being educated as His son—and to make
it so that all things work together for goad you as His son in view
of those ‘links’ in His ‘chain of provision’ for your success.

31 E If God be for us, who can be against us?dence, full assurance,
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32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- Therefore, | have full confidence in this curriculum to take even me
and even my circumstances of my lifeNand it @mform me to the
image of his Sdyand | have confidence thatl things do, indeed

work together for gootb me as my FatherOs adopted son!

- But Paul doesnOt end it hereNhe doesnOt jump to (:38-39) and end it with
that full persuasion of mind and heartNwhy?

- Why are theseWha) questions brought upNand why are they brought up
now?
- (There is a natural & necessary reason why theyOre brought up;
why theyOre brought up only after the first 2 probing questions have
done their jobNand reasons why they are in the order theyOre in.)

- Make sure that you havenOt slipped back into that frame of
mind of a son receiving the educationNin other words, you
still have to be viewing each one of these questions from the
FatherOs point-perspective when He put the whole thing
together (and how He put the whole thing together)!

- Also, youOve got to keep in mind that itOs the Father who is doing the
probing hereNand He knows exactly what HeOs going after.

- And you, (the pro-bee), you really arenOt aware of what needs to get
brought out of your heart, but the Father (the prob-er) does.

- And the reason why the sonOs heart has to be probed is because
there are some things in his heart that are going to cause him snags
and problems at certain times in his education (once it gets underway),
and now (in this final aspect of sonship establishment), now is the
time for the Father to probe His sonOs heart and really dig down deep
into itNand to dig up those problem areas and get them exposed to
His sonNand to remedy themNdismiss themNand get them
permanently out of His sonOs heart!

- And | say all that againNjust to say that it may be very likely that
youdonOsee clearly what this next probing question is really going
afterNbut the question (by what it asksNand by viewing it from the
FatherOs perspective) - the question is supposed to draw to your
attention what the Father is now going after in your heart.
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- And at the exact same time He goes through these probing
questionsNand brings them to our attention in the order that He
does itNHeOs intelligizing us as to what HeOs going afterNso that
we can_intelligently work together with Hiemd recognize along
with Him what HeOs going after.

- And by doing it that wayNwe are able to make an
intelligent response to the questionNand not just a logical
response, or a theological response (false science), or a
guess, or anything along those lines.

- And for this 3rd probing questionNyou really have to pay close
attention to what is being asked (andwhy itOs being asked) so that
there is this kind of an OagreementO of m{yds: with your Father),
and you see along with Him the problem it is going afterNand as you
think about it carefully, you really do see how bfga problem it is

and how it could potentially (not only shake your confidence), but
wind updestroying your sonship life!

- And as | said, there is a OshiftO that takes place with this 3rd probing
guestion.
- Because these questions are now going to go after some individuals
or some other intelligencéso to speak) - that in view of what (:31 &
32) have already dealt withNwould come to our mind as areas of
potential problems.

- And to help us out hereNwhat is it that all this is doing?

- (Producing in us the attitude of godly confidence, assurance,
and convictionN[thatOs right & good] N but confidence to
do what? N tosucceedwith our sonship lives.)

- The issue with this whole final component in our sonship
establishment in essence is the issue of our confidence to
succeed with our sonship livesNand everything itOs saying is
to get it so that we donOt just theoreticalalize that our

Father has geared us for success, but that weOre fully
convinced & persuaddtiat wecan succeed if weOll just
implicitly operate upon what the curriculum says.

- So since the overall issigconvincing us that wean
succeed (andill succeed) if we operate upon it like weOre
supposed toNthen the natural bend of your mind is to start
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making sure thaall known sources of problems have been
accountedfor pythe curriculumNand can be addressed
the curriculumNand can bevercomeby it!

- So as you get to this 3rd probing questionNthe natural bend of your
mind is start off with a very generahvoO (:31If God be for uswho

can be against u3N and by now youOre supposed to be thinking at
this pointNthat after those first 2 probing questions have done their
jobNyou should now move on to some very specific and particular
individuals (that you can Oput your finger onO) who can cause you
a great deal of problems.

- And the final 3 @/hdD questions of (:33, 34, & 35) deals
with them.

- And by now you should see thadthese 5 question go alongN
youOre movinfjom the general to the particularNand your focus
is narrowing each step along the way.

- And as your focus gets narrowed down to some partidith 3
each step (with each question & intelligent answer) what youOre doing
is eliminating a unit every step along the way

- And what IOm trying to get across isNnot only is that what
is actuallytaking place hereNbut thatOs only treural
thing to take placeNitOs a natural progressive development.

- Because by those first 2 probing questionsNand by their probing
actionNyouOve eliminated the 2 most general are@s source$ of
problemsthat you can conceive of first & foremost when it comes to
the possibility of not succeediigyour sonship education.

- 1stNIf my Father isnOt up to the taskNif HeOs a delinquent
FatherNor a bum of a FatherNor a thoughtless, unwise,
inadequate, incapable FatherNthen thereOs just no way HeOs
ever going to be able to educate me through this thing!

- But, no, in light of His Ochain of provisionO of (:28-
30) -If God be forme who can be againshe?

- HeOs none of those thingsNHe is a faithful, wise,
able, capable, loving Father who has forged this
whole education for my success!
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- 2ndNIf thereOs something wrong with the curriculum in the
area of what it provides for and what it has the power/
capacity to doNif it isnOt completely geared for my success,
then 10l either fail to have the opportunitiesed to have in
order to demonstrate skillfulness with it, or when | need
sound wisdonto operate upon, it wonOt be thereNand either
way, IOl be &ilure in my sonship education.

- But, no, in view of my FatherOs Ochain of provisionO
as given to me in (:28-30) - this curriculum is going

to freely givemeall thingsl need for me to be
successful as my FatherOs sonNto the tune of being
conformed to the image of t8®nNin fact, the

extent He went to, to insure my success with this
curriculum is thatHe spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up fome!

- Therefore my Father is going fieely give me all
the thingd will ever needn that curriculum for me
to succeed in being fully educated as His son!

- So again, those first 2 probing questions address and eliminate the
2 most general sources of problems that you can conceive ofNand
would most naturally conceive of first & foremost when it comes to
areas where you would think you wouldnOt be able to succeed.

- But thereOs more sources of problems than tifittecause that
doesnOt deal with apgrticular individual that could be the source

of your failure as a sonNbut those first 2 issues dealt with the nature
of curriculum itself and the Father who wrote it (to Ocover all bases,
S0 to speak) - and make it therefore that everything that needs to take
place within the whole scope of sonship (for its objectives to be
reached) has been thought of, taken into account, & dealt with.

- So your confident now that OnothingOs missingO (so to
speak) - in the curriculum.

- Well now, since any problems with the curriculum and its capacity
are now out of the wayNthe issue now comes dowarteOs who

can throw a Omonkey-wrenchO into your success! N oneOs who
could Otrip you upl oneOs who could (not so much make a problem
with the curriculum), but makéOU be a problem N (with doing

with it what you want to do with it!)
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- And my point in all this is to show you thatNthatOs what you would
naturally expect to have happen at this point.

- These first 2 questionsavetaken care of anything that
would arise in my mindNand that | can think of nowNand
that my Fathewants me to think of nowNwith respect to

the capacity of the curriculum itsBiénd the completeness of
all of the provisions HeOs made within ffdr me to

succeed in my sonship life.

- All that has now been taken care of.

- So now letOs get to the issue of, (not so much the curriculum itselfN
because itOs been demonstrated to me to be perfect, itOs got no
problems at all, itOs perfectly geared for my success) E. but | know
someone who does have some probfenasd | know someone who
would like to cause me some probldtasd now IOve got to deal

with the provisions thatOs been made for when these characters come
together and collaborate to thwart & prevent my success in my
sonship life!

- And so now the questions shift té¥ho, Who, Who

- And in those 3Whd) questionsiMou deal with your 2 enemies!

- One of your enemies, you already know about very wellN
and 10ve even talked to you about him and about which one
of these WhaD questions is all about him:

- The 5th probing question )
35 Who shall separate us from the love of ChristE

- And that character is thdversary, Satan himself!
(and his cohorts)

- But who is your other enemy? (And really this is the only
other enemy you have).

- 1tOsYOUNyou are your own worst enemy!

- And the 3rd & 4th probing questions (:33 & 34)

deal withYOU!
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect?
34 Who is he that condemneth?
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- And youare your ownworst enemy

- Because youOll do something that coulkhioeto your chargeN
and youOll be so stupid that youOll do something by whiotould
be condemned

- And you need to recognize & operate upon what God has done in
justifying youNand you need to recognize & operate upon what
Christ can do as youdvocaté (So that you can overcome your
own stupidity!)

- And if you carefully go through those exhortations back in
the book of ProverbsNyou know (if you paid attention) that
the BIGGEST problem a son will ever have is with
HIMSELF !

- The biggest problem and hindrance and obstacle that a son
ever has in succeeding with his sonship lifeimself!

- (The Adversary is a_second-rate enenty

- And to put it this wayNwhen, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, our
sonship lives are evaluatedNand the Qunacceptable® aspects of it (just
to put it that way, generically, for now) all get burned up and
destroyedithe cause for all those things will be ourselves

- Judgment Seat of Christ:
Rom. 14:10

| Cor. 3:11-15

Il Cor. 5:10

- And the unnamed focus of attention (the elephant in the room) in
verses 33 & 34 igou!

- And the ©harge of (:33) and the@demnin® of (:34) isnOt just
a bluffNitOs not kiddingNitOs real N because ywill do something
that you can behargedwithNand you will do something that can
mean that youOcendemned as a son

- But this curriculum is so well thought outNand so well
put togetherNand has such power & might & capacityN
that everthat has been provided for in itNand there is a
remedy for that that will make it so that even your own
stupidity & muff ups wonOt prevent your success as a son!
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- Now something takes place in (:33 & 34) in connection with you and | being
our own worst enemieland our own worst stumbling blocksNand our own
biggest Opit-diggersO - when it comes to thwarting our own success in our own
sonship lives.

- And thatis whatOs going on in the next 2 probing questions.
- ThatOsvhat the Father is getting at.

- Those 2 questiong®Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs
elect?GandOWho is he that condemneti®@ven though | know

you know it, but itOs critical that yda know it and recognize it

especially here at these 2 verses: that those questions are being asked
strictly within the context of what (:28-30) have daid

- With all 5 of these probing questions, itOs very easy to get lost and
get off track if you donOt keep in mind those things that make it so
that you donOt get off track N but of these 5, the 3rd & 4th probing
questionsare especially vulnerablao getting off track just by the
terminology they use: cBarged & ©ondemnetd - and jGstifiethO

and the issue of Christ@eath resurrection & intercession

- Again, the controlling & governing factors that make it so
that you donOt get off track:
1) The Context: sonship establishment;
2) Viewing it from the point-perspective of the
Father;
3) The Controlling question of (:3hat shall we
then say to these things?
4) The Naturalness of this question being asked due
to the previous question & itOs answer.

- This is a great example of what | talk about when | say that
what goes on as you get to the end of sonship establishment
gets very involvednd gets very intricaléor itOs very
complex(not complicated).

- Now | bring all that up just to point out that when you come to this
issue of (:33) oWho shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect?
N that issue is NOT simply a OrecapO of Romans 1-5!!

- Nor is the issue of (:34) aWho is he that condemnetaaimple

OrecapO of Romans 1-5!! N even though the answer to (:330s) question
is It is God that justifietNand the answer to (:340s) question is the
everlasting effectual working of the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ!
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-‘Granged, thosgul@omaps 1-5 issuesNbut the issge here is NOT: 5
ODonOt worry, you canOt be unjustified; and donOt worry, you canOt
be re-condemned!O

- You knew that before you ever left Romans 5!!!

- The issue in these next 2 probing questions is one of hoasyau
sonare going taeactNwhen, in the course of endeavoring to
succeed with your sonship lifeNyado, in carnal stupidity, do
something whereby acarged could be laid against you@sdOs
elecNor you could be Gondemned!

- In other words, you need to realize (axradefully think about) your
judicial standing in GodOs sighnd the capacity of the propitiatory
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus ChiNgb make it so that you respond
like you ought to (and need to) when those times do occur.

- And what IOm after in saying that is that you need to
carefully think about the kind of self-inductadlures that

can occur on your part (without describing it too much here,
because | want you to think about it more on your own), but
you need to think hard about those times when you do
stupidly muff upNand | want you to think about teerious

toll that a thing like that can have upon you in connection
with your sonship life!

- But as | saidNI do recognize that the issue of being justified in

GodOs sight is what gets stated as the remedy for the 3rd probing
questionNand the effectualness of the propitiatory sacrifice of the

Lord Jesus Christ gets stated as the remedy for the 4th probing
questionNbut those 2 things are brought up in this context of our
FatherOs Ochain of provisionO for the success of your sonship life even
when youexperience(actually experience) the dramatic, serious,

grave toll that your own failures will have upon your heart & your

soul & your spirit (your inner man)!

- But you need to realize that in all thisNthis isnOt talking

about some sin that you commit (necessarily) - whereby you
come along and say, OThis isnOt how a OsonO would actNthis
isnOt consistent with who | am as my FatherOs sonNso maybe
this thing doesnOt work for me.O N [that may be hitting the
targetNbut really that isnOt hitting the Obulls-eyeO of what
these 2 probing questions are really getting afterN(serious

as that may be, and real as that may be).
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- Because just as this isnOt a mere OrecapO of Romans 1-5,
neither is this a mere OrecapO of Romans 6:1-8:13!

(Where you are taught about bestead to sin and alive unto
GodNand where youOre taught about how God expects you
to deal with sin in your life when it does occur).

- And, (just to put it this way for now), what these 2 probing questions
go afteris something even more serious than that!

- When it comes tavhy these 2 questions get brought up here and
deal with you being your own worst enemyNyou have to think on
that with some reair8ightO that godseyondthe issue of your own
failings in connection with sinN(stupid as that is, and even harmful
as that is).

- Because even though foolishly yielding to @leist of your fle~shf)
and committing a sin doéall under the category of what weOre
dealing with hereNthatOs still not whatOs really in view here.

- But the kind of failure on your partNor the kind of Omuffing upO or
botched up, fouled up, messed up action thatOs in view here is of
such a nature thgbu, yourself become an_enemtp your own
success as the son that you drédo you see what IOm after?)

(G-O S-L-O-W-L-Y )
- 1tOs going after the times in which you have actually messed up or
mauled up the use of the information contained in the curriculum to
such a degreeNthat becoming your own worst enemy isiditereof
(or kind of) action that in the course of dealing with the curriculum for
your sonship edification and living your sonship life and working it
all out in the details of your life and applying it (and everything like
that) N that we fail to, either respond like we ought to; apply like we
ought to; make use of what weQOre being taught and deal with what
weOre being educated to do; and deal with it like weOre being taught
to deal with it, and so forthNand in view of all that, being
CRUSHED by the reality of how weOre impeding our own selves and
hindering our own selves.

- And having all that result in beirgpiritually devastated
by it!

- And what | want you to realize right now in saying that to you is
thatthat cantake place (even if you canOt imagine it right now)
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- And when that does take placeNthat is, (and that has a potential for
being)a disastelto us as soni!

- Because if we donOt respond to that properly (and by properly, |
mean respond to it by each one of the remedies our Father gives us
here in each of these 2 probing questions) N if we donOt respond to
that properly, we will follow a courseNin which we will not only
Oshoot ourselves in the fodd@t-weOll shoot ourselves in the helad

- And it will cause us REAL PROBLEM§Nfar more serious
problems than | think youOre aware ofNor far more serious problems
than | think youOve ever even thought about until now!

- In fact, you should be familiar enough already (if youOve been
reading and re-reading PaulOs epistles) with some things that occur
later on in the curriculum (once you get past Romans) N that, under
the umbrella of problems that can occur in a sonQOs lifeNcertain
problems can occur that make it so a sodd@astatedNand can
getCRUSHEDNeven to the point where the apostle Paul will come
along and talk about one beirgn@llowed up with overmuch

sorrowO for what heOs done. (Il Cor. 2:5)

- And to use the more modern terminologyNyou can be
thrown into a state of absolutepression

- And depression that is of the nature that you would say,
Ol just canOt go onNand in light of how much of a botched up
mess I0ve made of things, | shouldnOt go on!O

- And those are some of the kind of things that can take place when
we, as sons, start functioning as our own worst enémies

- And the only thing that can OsnapO you out of thatNand/or prevent
you from going down to thabyss of despondencthat you can end

up going in toNis the issue concerning your judicial standing in
GodOs sightith respect to your sonship!

- and that the provision is there (and not only is the provision
there, but even more importantly), teepectations there,

given to you from your Father, to pick yourself up & dust
yourself off AND GET GOING AGAIN !

- And thatOs the kind of stuff verses :33 & :34 are dealing with!
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- And thatOs what these words that are used in the 2 probing questions
with respect to ourselves being our own worst enemy are designed to
do.
- TheyOre designed to bring that kind of realization to our
realizationNand to our mind.

- 10ve tried to be very careful in how IOm presenting all this to you
becausgou canOt take any of these questions lightlyou have to
allow them toQbore in®n you and do their surgical job of laying

bare your heart and bringing to your attention just what is in there, or
what can be in there that can trip you upNand trip you up in ways
that you may not even be aware of until that scalpel or that probe
touched on something that Oopened your eyesO to it (so to speak).

- And you should now have (maybe) a new-found respect for how you
are to keep these questions (and now the remedies for the questions)
within the parameters they're supposed to be kept inNso that when
you think about them (and spend time with them), your mind and your
thinking will be taken to the very area in your heart where sources of
problems with the success of your sonshipdda andwill occur.

- And it takes timeNand it takes careful thoughtNbecause sometimes
its difficult to get the full extent of the thinking that we need to have

in connection with ourselves being our own worst eneasesons|
because sometimes we donOt want to be as honestly analytical as we
need to be with ourselves when it comes to being our own worst
enemy.

- 1tOs one thing to acknowledge the fact that that is trueNbut
itOs another thing to acknowledge how disgustingly true that
is!

- But the great thing here is that we areN(at this final stage in our
sonship establishment) - we are given in advdinegorovision to do

that kind of honest analysisNand it gives us therefore the ability to,
(once we start the curriculum), and do end up failing to make full use
of what weOre being givenNand we get into a mode of botching up
and making a mess of thingsNand our great zeal and enthusiasm
meets up with the fact that we oftentimes are standing in our own way
(and, as it were, become ones vappose ourselvgs well when

genuine heart-felt zeal confronts being an opposer of our own self:
that can be a Oheart-rendingO experienceNand that can be a dejecting
despondengxperience (that can lead to even more serious things)!
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- The kind of things being our own worst enemy can do is
devastatingNit can produce great discouragement, which can
in turn produce loss of hope, loss of confidence, loss of
courageNand a whole bunch of things like that!

- Therefore these 2 probing questions concerning us being our own worst
enemyNthey are 2 of the most powerful questions youOve been confronted
with so far in your entire life!

- TheyOre designed to make us appreciate, in connection with that
(with that deep understanding of just how disgustingly true it is that
we are our own worst enemyNthe worst weOll ever face as sons) N
but not only that, but to make us appreciate in connection with that,
that our Father has made provisfonitNand the expectationof our
Father is thaive get up and we get goirfgbecause thatOs exactly
what our Father has designed this curriculum to do with usNeven in
such failures as us being our own worst enemy!

- HE HAS DESIGNED (IN ADVANCE) FOR HIS SONOS OWN
FAILURES Nand HeOs designed for those failures NOT to be a
devastating thing NN (something that so overwhelms you that
it becomes datal blow to your sonship life!)

- In fact, if you never had any real and deep appreciation for
theadvocacyof our Lord Jesus Christ (like :34 talks about),
this is what will do it for you!

-In shortﬁlour Father has designed this education so that even you
and | canOt stand in the way for itOs success E.. unless we want to
justabandonwhat HeOs provided!

- Because if weOll operate upon what I:|e proWdedn
ourselvesas our own worst enemy canOt stop succeeding
with our sonship education & sonship life!

- But some of these things are matters of experienceNand when you
do experience themNnothing else in your life is going to attempt to
tear up your heart like these kind of thingsNand they can break you
down and reduce you to tears & heart ache like you canOt even
imagine right nowNbut thatOs when you really appreciate that you
can come back to the answers of these 2 questions and thank the
Lord for never running out of the ability to do thatNand that
advocacy of Christ will become the most precious thing in your life!
(Because you never would have gone one step on with your sonship
life without thatNyou would have just given up on the whole thing!)
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- And the truth is, you may not be able to go much more beyond what
IOve just described to you right nowNbut the time will come when
youOre going to have to operate on this to itOs fullest degree.

- WellNjust as it took 2 Parts (so to speak) for the 1st & 2nd probing
questions to go after the sources of potential problems & snags & hindrances
that they go after in connection with the Father and His curriculum, so too do
you have these 2 Parts for the 3rd & 4th probing questions that go after your
#1 Worst Enemy of alllyOU!

- And when it comes to you being your own worst enemy to your
success as a sonNthere are 2 probing questions because there are 2
major sources of problems & hindrances that can occur that would
end up making it so that you would Othrow in the towelO and just
quit and walk away from your whole sonship edification.

- And in one instance, you, as your own worst enemy, can get yourself
into a position whereby ehargecan be laid against yoag a soi;

and in the second instance, you, as your own worst enemy, can get
yourself into a position whereby you coulddmndemnedas a soih

- And both of those things arealNtheyOre not just language of
accommodationNas if theyOre just trying to scare you, but you really
couldnOt behargedand couldnOt really bendemnedl because

the truth of the matter is, were it not for the remgolyr Father gives
you for each of those probing questiortsiise things can really
happen to you

- And although you have 2 questionsNor 2 partsN& each question is
profound in its own wayNand youOre not supposed to come along
and make a contrast between the 2Nbut | want to just make one
distinction along these linesNand that is, that of the 2, the answer and
the remedy thatOs given in the 2nd (or the 4th probing question) - that
guestion & remedy of (:34), is to deeply make the most profound
impact upon you of dll

- So then, my understanding is that this 3rd & 4th probing question is
to be handled as a OPart-AO & OPart-BO type thingNand they need to
be handled that way.

- And againNthey're both dealing with the issue of us, ourselves
being our own worst enemyNbut more than that E.
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E theyOre dealing with us, ourselves, in connection with us being our
own worst enemy, getting ourselves in situations in our sonship life
whereNif we donOt have in place what we need to have in place
(through the full, effectual working of :28-30Nthat these 5 probing
questions are designed to have working in us) N then we can get
ourselves into a frame of mind in whichNbased upon our own
stupidity and foolishness and muff-upsNwe get in a frame of mind
that ends up thwarting our ability advance and go on in our sonship
livesNeither temporarily or permanently.

- (But more times that not, temporarilyNespecially at the
outset).

- (It takes the Adversary & his tactics a bit on down the road
to have their effects upon you where, along with this frame
of mind, and the kind of intensity of the policy of evil against
you, you would throw in the towel permanently.)

- But you do need to recognize that you can get yourself into this kind
of a frame of mind of pessimism and being a failure and therefore
just giving up on the whole sonship education based upon the
disgustingness of what you may do in connection with either some
kind of rebelliousness; or disobedience; or neglect and ignoring our
sonship lifeNand just get so far off track where discouragement and
despondency and depression sets in to where you just give up.

- WellNitOs in view of all that being a real possibility whereby you
become a Oweak linkd in GodOs chain of provisionNwhere these 2
questions (#3 & #4) provide us (right now) with the ability to expose
that concept/issue within ourselvesNand to get something settled
within our heart (right now) - that acts as preventive medicineNand
preventive maintenanceNwhich can OvaccinateO us in advance for
being able to handle those times when they do come up in the course
of our sonship livesNonce we actually get underway, dealing with
the curriculumNand experience getting in the position of failing, and
end up experiencing, therefore, the reality of becoming discouraged,
and despairing, and despondentNbecausedafagethat could be

laid against us for some stupidity on our partNarcedemnation

that could be brought upon us for a similar type thing.

- So weOve got the@éssuesland what IOm after in bring all that to your
attention once againls that there is a reason why 2 issues have to be
addressedn connection with us being our own worst enemy.
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- And itOs in having to answehy there has to be 2 issues dealt with
that | want to bring up this other feature (so to speak) - or an obvious
peculiarity about these 2 questions.

- Do you see anything else kind of peculiar about these 2
questionsNor something especially about the answers?

- 3rd probing questianyou haveGod the Fathermentioned.

- 4th probing questianyou haveGod the Sonmentioned.

- And there is a reason wiypu not only have to have 2 issues that
have to be addressedNbut there is a reasonaneyquestion
pertains to God the Fathemnd the other pertains to God the Son

- And before you can adequately deal with the details of either oneN
and be assured of the effectual working of the probing question with
respect to both the Father in (:33) and the Son in (:34) - youOve got to
knowwhythereOs 2! And why they®oth involved!

- Any ideas why thereOs these 2 issuesNand both the Father
and the Son have to be involved when it comes to dealing
with us as our own worst enemy?

- WellNthereOs something youOve already been taught (in connection
with sonship) that has a bearing upon this. [and you might come
down here and see this and say, Oh yeah E]

- And | mean, Oh yeah, thatOs the nathiafy to bring up in
connection with the Father (Hg(stifiedme)Nand Oh yeah,
thatOs the natuthing to bring up in connection with the Son
(becauseE of something E)

- So where were we told about something in our sonship
establishment that involved both the Fatiwed the Soh

- Romans 8:16-17 (:17} both the Father and the Son are involved with our
inheritance!

- And thereOs something in connection with our inheritiiatave

may not have seenNand that | didnOt really appreciate myself because
at the time, | taught the issues concerning our inheritance as OThe
Doctrineof Our InheritanceO - and not as how the Father and the Son
view usas being ameir of Godandjoint-heir with Christ
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- And what | mean by that isNwhen | taught the issues of us being
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriét basically taught it from
the viewpoint of us, as sormeceiving our inheritanceNand | went
into some of the basic differences betweehild of Godwho will
receive an inheritance as lagir of Godand then | talked about
some of the basic issues involved with being an adopted son who
gualifies to receive an inheritance gsiat-heir with Christ

- And it may be that thereOs really nothing wrong with thatN(even
though it clearly wasnOt taught well enough) N but thereOs really no
harm if we can come up to this point and realize that tharefer
important issuewe need to get an appreciation for that will allow for
us to see the naturalnesfsnvhy the 3rd & 4th probing questions that
deal with us as our own worst enemyRNwhy they have to be in 2 parts
and why both the Fathend the Somave to be involved.

- And really we should have had a stronger appreciation for having
our FatherOs point-perspective N even at the very beginning of our
sonship establishmentNrather than kind of building up to it as we
went along.

- Because now we have to go back to that issue of where both the
Father and the Son are involved in something togetherNand that
something is the issue of omheritance

- And instead of just gaining an appreciation for the doctfrig

we now have to gain an appreciation for our inheritars@that you
see_howboth the Fatherlooksat you as His heifN and how the
Sonlooksat you as an heir

- And Romans 8:33 & 34 wants you to have thought about
thatNand to have an appreciation for that!

- And really the problem with what weOve done so far in regard to
OThe Doctrine of Our InheritanceQ is thatNweOve only looked at it
as a doctrinél and we havenOt looked ati what it meansto the
Father with you as His sorN and what it meansto the Son with

you as a son with Him!

- And what that means isNthat we havenOt looked at the issue of
inheritance withTHEIR ATTITUDE towards it!
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- And when you get down to (:33 & 34) N thatOs why (in :33 for
instance) when that question comes up it says:

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect?
(the issue is) Nit is God that justifieth

- 1tOs almost Iike,'OHow dare you think that God would let
anybody do that!O

- And thatOs aNTTITUDE ISSUE!
- That answer or remedy to that questionNthatOs an attitude

of God the Father towards you as His son in connection with
you being His heir!

- And the same thing in connection with Christ in
(:34)!

- Remember a while back when I told you that when you go through
sonship establishmentNthe main goal in everything that takes place

in Romans 8:16-39 is to develop within the sondttiéude that he

needs to have as a sonNwith respect to what his Father has done for
himNwith respect to what his responsibilities areNwith respect to the
commitment he needs to haveNwith respect to the confidence and the
assurance and the convictions and the enthusiasm and all those things
E itOs hisattitude that gets adjusted, developed & established.

- And that attitude doesnOt just come Oout of the blueO N that attitude
comes because he derives it from his Fathad from the Lord
Jesus Christ himself.

- And it begins right there in the first aspect of sonship establishment
when the issue of OinheritanceO comes up.

- Becagse the information thatOs cgntained in those verses
doesnOt just teach the son that heOs got an inheritance!

- It teaches him téook at his inheritance like his Father does;
and to think about it and have the saattéude towards it

that his Father hasNand took at it like the Lord Jesus

Christ does, to whom he isjm'nt—heirNand have the same
attitude towards it that the Lord Jesus Christ has!
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- And one of the fruits that that bears later on—down in the final
component to sonship establishment (where we are in the 5 probing
questions) - is the issue of: When | do mess upNmy Father does
not want me to look at what IOve done from M¥ttitude, but
from HIS !

- He doesn’t want me to look at the damage that’s been done
and the hindrance that’s been produced in my sonship life
from my attitudeNbut from HIS !

- Because the truth of the matter is—if I look at it from my attitude,
I’ll stay in the deepest, blackest depression 10ve ever been-aind
I’ll never get out of it!

- But if I look at it from His attitude, He’ll say:
OGet on your feet, son, and get going!O
O1Om not playing games, here!O

OYou do understand that | was the One that put this
whole thing togetherNand you think youOre going to
thwart it?0

- And really the beginning of what leads to these 2 probing questions
(and the answers to them) — that all begins back there with the issue
of our inheritance and how we were taught to view it from our
Father’s perspective!

- And as you think about how you were given the information that
comprised your 1st component of sonship establishment—when you
first were presented with the information about your inheritance—it
was given to you kind of like a lawyer would give it to you (in the
reading of a will, so to speak) - there in (:16-17).

- But then as you deal with that issue of your inheritance and begin
thinking about it from the perspective of your sonship—you start to
think about it as your Father does—because your Father has invested
you with this.

- And then you get all that information about the actual vocational
aspect of your Father’s business (out from which will come your
inheritance)— [:19-25] - and you begin to see that this isn’t just some
legal entitlement that I’ve got—but this is something that_belongs

to my Father!
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- And HeOs investénl this thingNand | have now been
brought in to iwith HimNand itOs become miITH
Him!
- ThatOs why youOve got the terminology stated the
way it is there NOheirOF God, and joint-heirs
WITH Christ;O

- And the issue, by default, in sonship isNthat you think abolikét
your Father does!

- And thatOs why, when weOre taught about the details of our vocation
back there in (:19-23) - all of a sudden our inheritance goes from

being this abstract thing (something just in theory)Nto this living,
breathing, tangible, concrete thing that you can see with the Oeyes of
your understandingfth respect to thecreatureand your

involvement in it and your roll in it and so forth.

- And by now you know full well what your inheritance is as
both being ameir of Godand gjoint-heir with ChrisNand
therefore you know full well what it means to eitsecceed

or fail in connection with your sonship life as defined by

(or in view of) your inheritande

- And thatOs what your Father has wanted you to be
thinking all along.

- And as you come to the end of your sonship establishmentNa lot of
things are now weighing heavily upon you.

- You now know what your sonship life is forNand you now
know how your Father has both geared you and geared the
curriculum for sonship education for your success.

- And you should be able to define what OsuccessO amounts to.

- And so when it comes, therefore, to probing your heart in
order to bring to the surface any problems, hindrances, snags,
or obstructions to your being successful as GodOs sonNand
when the Father beings probing and going directly after the
enemiego your success (and you being your own worst
enemy as the firgine He deals with)N it shouldnOt be a
puzzling thing that there are 2 Parts to it: 1 Part dealing with
God the Father, and 1 Part dealing with God the Son.
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- Because when it comes to thwarting your success as a son;
(even when that failure comes from you, yourself as your
own worst enemy) N itOs not just merely thwarting your
success to live as a son here and nowNbut even more to the
pointN itOs thwarting your success to function in and with
your inheritance as anheir of Godyour Father and a

joint-heir of God the Son (the Lord Jesu€hrist)!

- And by means of the effectual working of Romans 8:16-25,
at the end of all thatNone of the major results of that is that
youOve got your FatherOs attitutievards you as Hiseir

in connection with His businessNand with respect to the
vocationHe says HeOs given you because youOre now a
member of Himnew creaturdin connection with providing

for the creature@aliverancerom thebondage of corruptiof

- And you need to haudis attitude therefore concerning the
investmentHeOs making in you as His sonNto be able to
function in that business & fulfill that vocation.

- And then in connection with His own Son (whom HeOs
already declared His particular roll in His business with
respect to thereaturgN youOve got the privilege, (in your
sonship statusN& through your sonship education), to
become goint-heir with ChrisNin that structure of the
creatureNin its management & administration structureN
and to beglorified together with Hinin His position as the
Bead) of itNand the Administrator of all of its functionality.

- (Whichis conditional& contingentupon the
succes®f your sonship life).

- And you therefore end up with not only teeact same
attitude of God your Father as He sees you ashdig but
youOve also got teeact same attitude of God the Softhe
Lord Jesus Christ) as He sees you méd-heir with Him!

- And | say all that just to underscore the fact that when it comes to
how to handle these 2 probing questions (the 3rd & 4th) of (:33-34),
itOs only theatural thing (and theproper thing) to recognize that
they deal with a part A & part B as you being your own worst
enemyNand the natural thing to do is to think about them in
connection with where you were given the information aboth

God the Fathesind God the Son in connection with yaaheritance
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- So therefore the issue of you and | bdiegs of Godandjoint-
heirs with Christis directly connected with what is being spoken of
here in Romans 8:33 &34.

- And when you now get to (:33 & 34) - and youOve messed
upNand because of that, your attitude is now dragging you
through themudNthe Father can say, and the Son can say,
OLook at it from our perspectiveNand get going!O

ONeither my Father, nor |, have gone through what weOve
gone through to let you fail on your own account!O

- And Owhat theyOve gone throu@tcan be found
in each and every one of those 5 OlinksO in the
chain of provisionthat was given to you in
Romans 8:29 & 30!

- And now is the timeNand now is the place in these 2 probing
questions where youOre supposed to haul owtthatethat got
developed in you by the time you got to the end of (:25) - and when
it now comes to failure thatOs due to you being your own worst
enemyNyou view your mess-ups and muff-ups and screwaspbe
Father looks at you as His heiNand as the Son looks at you as an
heir along with Him.

- And when you view your inheritance in connection with what it
meansto the Father with you as His sonNand whamni¢ansto the

Son with you as a son with HimNitOs only then that youOll see both
of their attitudes reflected in each one of those OremediesO to part A
and part B of those probing questions concerning you being your own
worst enemy to your success as a son!

- And when youOQre able to answer each part of these 2 probing
questions of (:33 & 34)Nas you answer théackto what

was told to you in (:28, 29 & 30) N you can answer with

some real INTELLIGENCE N some SONSHIP
INTELLIGENCE! (And thatOs the only satisfactory way to
answer these 5 probing questions!)

- Now the reason for going over all of this is to, once again, geattitatie
brought to the forefront in order to intelligently deal with these 2 probing
questionsNbecause each remedy thatOs ggnéibne of an academic
naturéNtheyOre remedies of that stem fromedtitude that comes out of a
particular doctrineN(in this case, the doctrine of our inheritance as sons).
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- And reallyNthis is one of those times where youOre going to find
yourself in need (in fact, ingreat need of help from God your
FatherNand get this: your need is going todieNbut what saves

you from failure and destruction MOT going to be a doctriré

what saves you from failure and destruction is going to ztdnde
that your Father has, and that you now have in connection with Him
as His son!

- OkNat this point | want to make sure that you see, once again, why, when it
comes to this final aspect of establishing us as sons, our Father would, in
connection with producing this final attitude of confidence, assurance, and
conviction in Him and in His curriculum HeOs written for our successthy,
after declaring how that curriculum is goingwork togethewith all things

for ourgoodNand then giving us His Ochain of provisionO that makes that
issue the living reality in our lives that it isNyou should now see in light of

all that why it would be needful & necessary to probe your heart in order to
bring up the issue of you, yourself: as your own worst enemyNand when He
does it, it hast to be dealt with in 2 Parts (Part A & Part B).

- Because, for one thing, yalo have 2 questions that goes to fully
resolving the issue of you as your own worst enemy.

- And for another thing, you have one question dealing with God
the FatherNand the other question dealing with God the Son.

- And you should understand & appreciate (at least to enough of a
degree) that the reason why you have both the Father and the Son
being brought up is because both the Father and the Son were brought
up back when you were informed all about your inheritance!

- And for you right now as a son in this aspect of sonship
establishmentNfailure or success hasnOt got anything to do
with either keeping or losing your justification/salvationN
but now, as a son, failure or success has to do with your
inheritance in that creature as deir of Godandjoint-heir

with Christ

- Now, the picture may still be a little fuzzy for gowaut at least the vertical
hold shouldnOt be going crazyNright? N (weOll get the picture in focus as
we go on, but | just want to see if youOre seeing that much for now).

- Well, at this point, | think the next thing to doNand the logical thing to doN
is to look at that 3rd probing question of (:33) [Part A] in more detail.
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Probing Question #3: 3
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect? Itis God that
justifieth.

- Now the answer to this oneNthough it may look easy, really is
quite a bit more involved.

- And thatOs because there is an answer to the question (thatOs not
givenNjust as with the 1st & 2nd Probing Questions) N but there is a
godly remedythat is given @nlike the previous questions)Nand the
correct answemustreflect that remedy.

- So the answer to the question is:

No onéllthat is, no one who can make the charge OstickO to
where you wouldail to get your sonship inheritance as an
heir of God

- Now thatOs the corremtswerNbut it may not be an
intelligent answer yetNand we have to make sure that we
not only are able to answer the question correctly, but more
importantly, intelligenthiNwith sonship intelligencé

- OWVhoO N well, this is the 1st of 3Wha) questions that deal with

our enemies to our success in our sonship livesNand as weOve noted,
this is the 1st of 2WWhdD questions dealing specifically with you,
yourself, as your own worst enemy.

- And my understanding isNthe issue in either of these 2
QWha) questions that deal with us as enemy #1Nthe issue
isnOt to identify who tha\®daO isNas if what this is asking us
to do is to focus upon anyone who coaldirgeyou with
something.

- But the wayitOs worded and the wits presented to youN
itOs coming along and having you focus uman yourself
and those times when someone (even some unidentified
person)ould lay a legitimate chargeagainst you as a son.

- And most importantly, itOdegitimate chargeNitOs not
some Otrumped-upO fraudulent chargeNi#3s ehargeNin
other words, theWhdD in this case is an actual eye-witness
account of you failing to utilize the sonship curriculum
properly to a degree where it would affect your inheritance
(and call into question you receiving your inheritance)
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- Ghall lay any thing to the charge

- Notice @ny thingO N notice how thatOs stateaiyE
thingO N thatOs very broadNin fact, that about as broad as
you can possibly state it. (deliberately so)

- That lays opemny charge that you can possibly think ofN

or that anyone could possibly think of or charge you with in
connection with some sonship faillee your part that would
make it so that you would no longer receive your inheritance
as arheir of God

- And even though these are 2 very simple English words,
they are very powerfulNbecause if itOs true that the answer
to the question is ONo oneO N by sayiagyQhingO that
impliesthat the truth of the matter iSO THING (nothing)

can be laid to your charge that would make it possible for
you to fail to receive your inheritance astaair of God

- And thatOs why this isN(as 1Ove said)NGod our Father
going after th6sOURCE of any and all problems in your
heart in connection with your failing to succeed with your
sonship life (as you being your own worst enemy)!

- By simply stating it in this very broad and all-encompassing
wayNour Father is going right after the source of any and

all charges that anyone (including God, Himself) could bring
against you that would specifically cause yotaibin

receiving your inheritance as Higir!

- (Simple, yet profound! N and makes a big impact!)
- Who shall lay any thing to thehargeof GodOs elect?

- chargeD= from the Greekdgvgkale,w) = a legal term,
meaning to accuse, as in a court of law; to bring a charge
against anotherNto charge, fault or blame someone for
actually committing a crime or wrongdoing or specified
offenceN Oa load of blameO.

- And againNif my understanding is correctNthis is talking
about a real fault or wrongdoing or offence on your part: but
specifically in the area of failing to have the effectual
working of the sonship curriculum in the details of your life
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- E of GodOs elect?

- GelectO N This is the 1st time Paul ever uses this wordNand the
only time it occurs in the book of Romans.

- And this wordelectis the proper and most excellent way in which
God your Father wants to refer to you as His son in this context.

- And weOre not supposed to get thrown off here by a seemingly
tough theological term or conceptNand go off in the woods and try

to teach the ODoctrine of ElectionO from stem to stern as a systematic
category of Bible doctrineNbecause if you do, youOre going to end

up not only lost, but making a mess out of a very simple issue!

- So why is that worelectthe most proper and the most excellent
expression to use here to describe what you are as GodOs son?

- And to understand this wordNyou donOt have to go to any Greek
dictionary or lexicon or any ancient manuscript at allNbecause you
have in your hand a faithful copy of GodOs word that has inspiration
extended right into that faithful English copy.

- So all you have to do is to think, What does our English word,
elect meanNand | mean in its non-context affected meaning?
What does the simple woedectmean, regardless of what context
youOQre talking about that it could be used inNwhatOs the lowest,
common denominator meaning to the English wededfNwhen
someone is called aectone?

- The lowest common denominator to what it means when
someone is called azlectone is: YOU ARE CHOSEN TO
FULFILL A PURPOSE!

- Becau~se when you elect someone to an office, thatOs what
you doNyou choose them to fulfill that office.

- Well nowNunder the context of sonshipNbecause you now know
what God hasprpose® with respect to you (which is why that word
purposewas used there back in (:28), [you Hre called according to
his purposeN and now here in (:33) you are now recognizing
yourself as one, who, in connection with having believed that gospel
of Christ and been justified and sanctified with the capstone of
sonship nowRhas been chosen to fulfill the purpose of sonsHip
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- And thatOs why the probing question ask#dshall lay any thing
to the charge ofyou, the one whom God has chosen to dg?his

- And thatOs the excellency and the power of using thatelent
GodOs saying to you: Lodkchose you to do thisNto be my son,
and to fulfill the purpose of sonship, and to be my heir to my
kingdom (this thing you now know as the creature)!

- This is another great example of how God teaches you a
concept and then develops it and then comes along and tells
you what it is in a single word!

- Because if you were reading along here, probably none of
you said to yourself, Hey, thatOs not what | am! - noNyou
read that word and may have said, IOm not sure exactly what
that meansNbut you probably didnOt think you werenOt
GodOslect [because He told you you were back in (:28)!]
(you already have a frame of reference for this word!)

- All 11 words of this 3rd probing question is a remarkable display of
superior vocabulary control! (Simple, short, profound, and makes a
powerful impact upon the human heart!)

- OWho shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect?0

- Now is there any question as to what this 3rd probing questions is
asking?

- You should have a pretty good grip on what itOs going after.
- Now we need to turn our attention to the godly remedyNbecause
itOs there that we will find the kind of intelligence we need - to be

able to adequately and intelligently answer this as a son!

- The godly remedylt is God that justifieth.

- And really, thereOs nothing technical (word-wise) to explain here

at allNand really, thereOs nothing even technically doctrinal to have
to explain here at allNbecause thestifyissue here is the issue of

being justified unto eternal likand you should know all about that
doctrineNso that only leaves you with what IOve been talking about
all along as the solution to Part A of you being your own worst enemy
to success in your sonship lif¥our FatherOs Attitudé
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- Notice, however, how this godly remedy is in strict keeping
with the Ocontrolling questionO of (:31) N because that very
issue of beingustifiedis sitting right there in one of those
OlinksO in the FatherOs Ochain of provisionO of (:29-30)!

- Now What we have to do is to make sure that we kwbwQt is God that
justifiethOis the godly remedy to the 3rd probing question.

- And really, if you intelligently understand & appreciate what the
probing question is asking and going afterNit should follow that you
intelligently understand & appreciate the godly remedy and why the
issue of that remedy idt is God that justifieth

- You know that what this probing question is going after is the issue
of that first aspect of your inheritariéas an heir of Godyou are set

to inherit the Kingdom of Go® N which isnOt just another way of
saying that you will have eternal life and live in heaven with God in
a new, glorified, immortal bodyNbut itOs an inheritance that is
directly related to your FatherOs business

- And you have been informed that as an heir of God your
Father, youOre going to be in ttraaturdNand as a member
of thenew creatureyouQre going to have a pariitberating
the creaturefrom the bondage of corruptidn

- So nowNput yourself in your FatherOs positionNand through your
FatherOs eyesNand with His attitude toward what it means for you to
be His heirNhow would you answer the probing question of (:33)?

- When You have provided all that youOve said youOve provided for in
(:28-30) - when your son comes to you and has muffed-up in his own
sonship curriculum so badly that he stands before ghar@ed with
something that could mean he would actutll/to receive his

Oheir of GodO inheritanSevhat would you say to him in order to

relieve his shaken confidence that, because of his own stupidity and
foolishness whereby he has become his own enemy to his sonship
lifeNwhat would you say to him to get him to Owise-upO and stop
feeling guilty, self-pity, despondent, discouraged, and depressedNand
get up, dust off, and go on?

- YouOd say, OLook son, stop dragging your tail, I justified you in the
first place, didnOt I? And you how permanent your justification is,
right? Ok, | just didnOt justify you unto eternal life permanently, but
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E in your justification you also became my permanent heir because
you are a permanent member of my family, arenOt you? So son, is
there any thing or any way that you could possibly loose your
inheritance as my son? or fail to get your inheritance as my son?0

N No? So whatOs the problem? N

- And as 10ve pointed out beforeNitOs perfectly appropriate (and even
the most excellent) way to talk about this gsséificationissue

because as you learned back in Romans 1:1-gab@el of Goar

gospel of Christs composed of both your justificatiamd your
sanctificationNbut you canOt learn about sanctification until you

first learn about justification!

- And your Father wants you thinking about your justification here;

but NOT in connection with anything to do with your eternally

secure Oat-one-mentO (as a re-cap of Romans 1-5) - but He wants you
thinking about justification in a specific Wialy( with you as His

heir) N and when you do that, you should think about sirength

of Him justifying youNand the strength of Him justifying you

doesnOt only make your eternal life securaikes your

inheritance as anheir of Godeternally secure as well!

- And just as secure as you are in the fact that youOre going
to go to GodOs heaven when you die and have eternal life
with Him foreverNyou, as a member of His family, are just
as secure in the fact thag a sonyouOre going to inherit the
kingdom of Godh thecreatureNO MATTER WHAT!

- So that solves the problem of you as a son, ever becoming depressed
or despondent or full of self-pity when youOve muffed up in the
curriculum for sonship education to wherech@geO could be laid

upon you that would make so that you fail to receive your sonship
inheritance as aneir of God

- And when the time comes when a charge could be laid against you,
your Father says, OLook at it, son, from my perspectiveNI justified
you; | knew what | was doing when | did it; teigength of what |

did to justify you makes it so that you have that inheritance as my
adopted sothatOs yours! N and thereOs nothing you could ever do
to thwart that inheritance being yours!O

- And thatOs Hittitude towards me, being His heir!
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- You see, this isnOt trying to work out some doctrinal issue in the
Odoctrine of justificationO at allNitOs taking what youOve already been
told and now gaining the FatherOs aiitude towards it all (towards

you as His justified, adopted son who is now a member of His family
and an heir of Himself).

- And this should make lauge impactupon your heart (your
inner man) - it should have a OkickO to itNbecause youOre
now thinking about justification (not as merely permanently
secure and Oat-oneO with God) - but as a son who also has
the strength of that permanent justification being extended to
your inheritance as ameir of God your Father!

- And the issue isNwhat my FatherOs done for me as His heir,
and His attitude toward me as His hdiogsnOt hinge upon
me screwing up! (What goy that is!)

- And whatOs so important here is that you can now look at these probing
questionsN(at least the first 3 now) - and while the first 2 are relatively easy
to get a grasp upon (because even though they deal with things yet future as
we get underway in the curriculum, they are of a nature that isnOt as personal
[so to speak] as they are when you get to the 3rd & 4th probing questions) N
but now at (:33-34) youOve got to get real personal begmuaee now in

view as your own worst enemy.

- And whatOs so important here is that you can now look at this 3rd
probing question and begin to think about (and have a frame of
reference for) that time in the futundnen your sonship education gets
underway in earnestNfor the times in which ywill experience such
things as muffing up to the degree that a legitirsaggecan be

laid against you.

- And | say thatOs so important because whatOs happening here
(or should be happening as you have given time to thinking
about all this) is that your thinking is moving form whatOs
supposed to be taking place, to the actuality taking place.

- And you should be beginning to perceive the way in which,
when the time comesvhere youOre going to nebis
information and neethe effectual working of this part of
sonship establishment and needir FatherOs perspective N
your realization of these issues should now be going from
the theoreticalo (even though youOre not actually in this
situation yet) - to perceiwehat it would be like to be in

such a situation like this!
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- And therefore there should be occurring in your thinkisolzer
realization of what our Fatherants us thinking about when weOre

in such a situation thatNbased upon us muffing upNweOd be
internalizing everything based upon our disobedience or our failure

or whatever weOve done that weOre going to be obsessing overNand
instead of internalizing all that & continuing on in self-pity and self-
destruction (dejection, despair, depression, etc.) - the greatness and
the power of what youOre being given here (and probed about) is that
your Father comes along and says,

OLook at it from my perspective, son, N because IOm not
depressed, IOm not dejected, and IOm not devastatedNand all
that kind of business N and hereOs the issues that make it so
that thatOs not how | amNand if youOll only think about these
things, thatOs not how youOre going to be either!O

- And thatOs the kind of transition IOm (as your pastor) looking for in
your thinking (and that your Father is looking for) in your thinking.

- Your thinking should now start having soswidity to itNsso that
youOre not slipping back into your own frame of reference
connection with dealing with each probing question [and with each
answer and each remedy to each answewjiN¢h, in this situation,
blocks your ability to think about it like your Father does)!

- 1tOs critical that you understand & appreciate that as soon as you
begin to internalizall those thoughts & feelingsNand all that heavy
toll that comes upon your human heart from muffing things up and
making a mess out of your usefulness of the sonship curriculum N
as soon as you internalize all thatitOs the exact point at which
you do become your own worst enenty

- Because now youOre no longer listening to and thinking
with your FatherNyouQOre no longer viewing things from His
perspectiveNbut now youOre thinking from your own human,
carnal perspective and viewing things from, really, your own
imagination!

- And | want you to realize that internalizing all that despair and
anguish over your own muff-ups with the curriculum isatremely
powerful motivator unto self-destruction!
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- And your Father knows itNand thatOs why this has to take place
now as part of sonship establishmentNso that you know exactly
what to do when these situations DO become a reality!

- In a sense, this is likeaining in advanceNbecause youOre (like |

said before) itOs like youOre in a psychological game that a therapist
would do with you by Oroll-playingd N and saying, LetOs put
ourselves in this situation in advanceNand letOs think about what itOs
like so that when that situation does actually come alongNinstead of
you throwing up your hands and saying, What do | do now? - youOve
got a frame of reference already there and some experience already
there to fall back upon.

- And that reallyneedgo be done! N itOs something thetsto take

place in connection with our sonship establishment (and thatOs why it
takes place last because by the time you get to this 3rd component

of sonship establishment, thereOs supposed to be enough of a frame of
reference (not only for what the sonshiptusis aboutNbut for what

living the sonship lifés goingto be like) - thereOs enough of a frame

of reference for what itOs going to be like, to begin to therefore

realize some things aboutfiat are goingto be trueNand you can
appreciate them right nd¥even though you arenOt necessarily

actually dealing with the curriculum or the living out of the details of
the curriculum yetNthereOs actually enough of a frame of reference so
that you can begin to OtasteQ it (so to speak) without actually being
engaged in it just yet.

- And thatOs really whatNwhen it comes to the full measure of ambition and
enthusiasm and eagerness and everythingNto get underwayN(and that needs
to be the attitude we need to have at the outset of starting to deal with the
curriculum later onNand that we want to have sustaining us throughout the
entire course of going through the curriculum) E. well, when it comes to first
of all establishing that attitude within usNthrough the effectual working of
(:28-39), verses 28-30 once again, in connection with viewing our entire
sonship life from the perspective of our FatherOs preparations for it and
predestination of us unto itNthatOs what sets our mind upon the issue of the
fact that WEORE GEARED FOR SUCCESS

- And thatOs the 1st issue when it comes to getting the sonship enthusiasm and
ambition and eagerness, etc., to bekihd of ambition and th&ind of

enthusiasm and theénd of eagerness that it needs to beNon par with our
FatherOs!
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- And then the issue is to go through these 5 probing questions that weQOre
going to give answers to based upon what (:28-30) sayNto root out within

our inner manNand to do the open heart surgery (as | say so often) - to
surgically expose the issues that are in our heart that are going to be damaging
and detrimental and devastating to that enthusiasm, ambition, and eagerness
that we want to have continually operating within usNon par with our
FatherOsNthroughout our sonship life.

- And we have to go through all 5 of these questions, once again, to deal with
the 5 areas in which problems can occurNand when you get here to (:33 &
34), we deal with ourselves as our own worst enemy in view of the
internalizatiorthat will take placeNand all the setiity that weOll operate
uponNand the Otail-between-the-lEgattitude that weOll come up withNand
the destructive courgbat we can all end up in if we continue to follow it

when we do fail and louse up.

- And what weOre gaining here right now is the ability to appreciate the reality
of that taking pladsin order to get a kind of OforetasteO of what thatOs going

to be likeNbut most importantly of allto be able to forestall the issue of
internalizing it Nand to get wrapped up with the issue of a particofsrge

being laid against us (or beisgndemne)- and getting the idea in our minds

on the basis of that, that itOs not worth us going on; we donOt deserve to go on;
weOre a lousy son and our Father should just throw us away; etc., etc.,

- grantedNwe could do some things that would cause us to be full of
such self-reproachNand IOm not saying that there shouldnOt be any
reproach and rebuke and sorrow in connection with our stupidity of
lousing up, and so forth.

- But the issue is thaur own attitude toward ourselves is going to talk us
into a black depressionf weOre not careful!

- And thatOs the very thing that this is all designed to get us to be aware ofN
and also to realize that it doesnOt have to be that wayNand our Father is
providing us with the remedy so that it doesnOt become that way:

- And the remedy is to look at it from His perspective!
(Itis God that justifieth.

- And what IO&m driving at right now is that you should now have (by now) the
successful realization of the effectual workindgd$ ATTITUDE as your

Father towards yoas His son in view of the provision HeOs made for you as
His heir in connection with His businessNto be able to pick yourself up; ...
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E dust yourself off; and go on!

- And HeOgjot an attitude of a particular kind in connection with thatNthe
SonOgot a particular kind of an attitude in connection with that (which is
sitting in :34) N and the combination of those 2 attitudes togetheae it so
that (to put it this way) weOve got no right to be full of self-pityNwe do not
have the right to do that!

- If we do it: i~t(~)s because Wg@FEJPID! N itOs because weOre
IDIOTS! N itOs because weOre turning our back upon what our
Father has told us to think!

- And what you should now be able to perceive is that you donOt just have
your FatherOs perspectiveNbut that perspective can now be appreciated as a
VANTAGE POINT (= advantage or superiority in a contest or conflict)!

[Your Father, in this last component of sonship establishment {along with
everything else} is giving you His perspective, which in turn gives you a
vantage point!]

N Now at this point we should be able to adequately imelligently
understand & appreciate:

- what the 3rd probing question is asking (and why);

- what itOs probing is going after;

- what the godly remedy is (and why);

- and what the correct, intelligent answer to the probing question is.

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect?
It is God that justifieth.

Probing Question #4:

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.

- Now we come to OPart-BO of the 2-part probing questions (Probing
Question #3 & Probing Question #4) that God our Father is going to
ask us about and probe our hearts about in regard to thef fonst 2
enemieghat will attempt to thwart the success of our sonship
education, edification, and sonship lives.
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- Of all 5 probing questions, this one is the shortest: (just 5 words).

Who is he that condemneth?

- And (just as itOs been all along) the answer to this one looks easy,
but just as weOve already seenNit is really doitelvedNand itOs
because of justow involved it is (as is true with each of the 5

probing questions), that all that OinvolvementO (so to speak) is what
gives each question the OpunchO or OkickO to jdsepthe

probing goes into your heart to expose the kind of snags/obstacles/
hindrances/impediments that are there that would cause you problems
and could very easily end up with you giving up on your sonship
education (or parts of it), and in the end, giving up on your sonship
life!

- And itOs in all thatOs deeply involved with each simple
question thatNonce it does itOs probing workNand once itOs
done itOs exposing of the problemsNand once that heart of
yours has been probed by your FatherNand once the
answer to each one has become intelligently perceived and
answered with real sonship intelligenceNonce all thatOs been
done, that when you go away from each of these questions
with the kind of godly attitude that matches your Father, and
the kind of godly confidence, assurance, and conviction that
makes it so that your commitment to your sonship education
is one that means thabu will never abandon the

curriculum for your sonship education ho matter what!

- And | say that just to point up the fact that having to go into all
thatOs involved in each question is highly beneficial for usNif weOre
going to get out of each question what weOre supposed toNand have
each one do itOs job.

- Now, again, unlike the 1st & 2nd probing questions, beginning with
the 3rd questionNand on through the 5thNwe have, at the end of
each of these last 3 questiongaally remedythat is givenNand the
correct answemustreflect that godly remedy

- Once again, the answer to the 4th probing question is:

No oneé\but what exactly is this issue of being condemned,
and why is the information contained in the godly remedy
information that makes it so that we would answer Ono oneO
with some reasonship intelligencé@

- (ThatOs what we have to find out!)
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- Of the 2 parts that deals with us as our own worst eNgmsy by

the natureof the critical wordas | call it) in each questioohargein
(:33) & condemnetim (:34)] - and by how much is involved in each
of the godly remedies N it should be apparent to jtwat of the 2,
this one is the more serious isstie

- And it is the more serious issueNand the one that you will
go back to time and time again as you go through your own
sonship education and sonship life!

- WellNas we beginNsince weOve already brought this issue up (and
necessarily so) in dealing with the overall effectual working of these 2 probing
questions as Part A in (:33) and Part B in (:34) N we already knowtivdne

are 2 parts and we already know vart A in (:33) deals with God the Father
and Part B here in (:34) deals with God the SonNright?

- Because each one has a the imposing threat or impending danger or
peril or riskNsome kind of failure brought on by us as our own worst
enemy that would cause us to not only fail to succeed in our sonship
education/edificationNbut ultimately fail to receive either the

reward of our inheritance as hair of Godor fail to receive the

reward of our inheritance agant-heir with Christ

- So if weOre going to go about dealing with this 4th probing question
in a Ofirst things first® mannerNthen the only natural thing to do is to
first of all deal with this short questionNand make sure that we really

have a crystal-clear (HD) understanding and appreciation for exactly

what itOs saying and what itOs asking.

- And really, (word-wise), itOs not only the shortest, but the simplest
of the 5 questions. NWho is he that condemneth?

- And we can almost say, that of the 5 words that make up this
questionNthe first 4 need very little comment at allN but itOs that last
word that needs a lot of comment and a lot of clarity!

- OWhoO N again, by the waigOs worded, and by the wiaywhich

itOs presented to you, we know that the issue in this question isnOt
one of having to uncover & discover who tvhoisNbecause by
nature of the way itOs worded, the identity ofAteis really
irrelevantNitOs not asking us to identify Wéhd\but the real focus

is uponyou, yourselfNand those times when you have done
something for which you would stagdndemned
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- And so the first 4 words should be clearly understoodNand that
leads us to that final word of the questi@andemneth

- And weOve got these 2 critical wordshirge in (:33) and

condemneth in (:34) N and some of you have already come to

realize that just by the nature of those 2 words, there is an intensely
more serious thing going on in (:34) than was in (:33).

- And so we need to ask the questionNWhatOs the difference between
(:33) & (:34) when it says:

33 Who shall lay any thing to the chargeof God'’s elect?
and the issue in (:34) of

34 Who is he that condemnetii

- WhatOs the difference betwekmift a charged and being
@ondemne®?

- And we could go to the OoriginalO Greek and say that the
word charge is evgkale,w = to come forward as an accuser
against someone; to bring a charge against someone as in a
court of law N and the wordondemneth is katakri,nw =

to give judgment against someone; to judge worthy of
punishment; to adjudge someanéilty N(by the way, itOs

used 19X in the KJ: 17o0ondemn, 2xdamn) N and in the
Greek construction itOs used in an absskree here.

- (But really none of that is getting us anywhere as
to whatOs really going on here!)

- And before we even consider nailing down the difference between
the 2 wordsNI just want to draw your attention to the most obvious
thing of all about themNand that is that they a the same words,
neither are they just close synonyms that are going about just saying
the same thingNonly in a slightly different way.

- They are not the same wordsNand they are not saying the
same thing at all!

- And if youOre not carefahdprecisehereNyouOre going to
wind up with these 2 questions saying pretty much the same
thingNonly with maybe a little more clarity or explanation

in (:34) than you have in (:33) - and that NOT the case!
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- And itOs important we do thisNand make this distinctionNbecause
itOs in that distinctive difference between these 2 words that you will
realize the great difference between the CONCHEdNou as a son

at the beginning of (:33) and the CONCERMNhe beginning of (:34).

- (So because you canOt deal with the remedy unless youOve
first of all got the OproblemO framed up properly, we need to
get this clear.)

- WellNwe already have a good definition and working definition of
the issue of what it means to havehargelaid against you in (:33).

- Ccharged= from the Greekdvgkale,w) = a legal term,
meaning to accuse, as in a court of law; to bring a charge
against anotherNto charge, fault or blame someone for
actually committing a crime or wrongdoing or specified
offenceN Oa load of blameO.

- But even with that definitionNwe had to make it a working
definition by saying that while this is talking about a real fault
or offence otegalwrongdoingNin our context itOs talking
about it specifically in the area of failing to properly and/or
fully use the sonship curriculum because of sin, misuse,
abuse, misunderstanding, misapplication or whatever.

- So letOs now come along and look at the isstendiemnation

- (Condemnatiorin this context) N because you can pick up
an English dictionary and look up the word condemnation and
find that that word can be used ifegal context as well.

- And weOve already said that what God is doing here
is NOT simply restating the same thing over again

- Because if youOoendemnedby a courtNyouOrkegally
condemned to deathNand so that@gal condemnation

- And even Othe gospel of ChristON before you believed in
Christ as your Saviour, comes along #&ghlly condemns

you to death! N eternal death before the bar of GodOs
justice. (Much like the Lord said back in the gospel accounts
E he that believeth not isondemnedalready [John 3:18].
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- And thatOs a legal condemnaliibacause itOs talking about
you being condemned to eternal death by GodOs justice.

- And my understanding is that just simply because youOve got the
word condemnellit doesnOt necessarily mean that youOre dealing
with something Iegall&granted, in the most common way, it does,
but we have to bpreciseandpay close attentiorhereNand
remember all those things that keep us on track and Oout of the
woodsO where we would end up getting lost. [the 4 things]

- But my understanding is that this context here does (more or less)
move the issue afondemnatiomut of the legal framework of things.

- And thatOs because (:33) has pretty much covered the legal
framework of things.

- Because not only did (:33) deal with the issue of being
legally chargedfor somethingNbut within the godly remedy
you haveasthe remedy, anothéggalissud\the issue of
Godjustifyingyou.

- So what youOve got to do here is to think therefore of condemnation
in this context of sonshipNand not only that but in the context of

how we will be responding (or liable to respond) to failures and
inconsistencies and downright disobedience in our sonship lives.

- And that IS the context here.

- And so you need to think of what it means or what you would think
about in what might be calle6ONSHIP CONDEMNATION .O

- How would you define Osonship condemnationO?

- Acituallyﬂlwe do have a parallel to this kind of condemnation that
weOve already encountered in our study of the book of Romans.

- Romans 8:1

- (And while itOs naixactlythe same thingNthere is a

parallel issue about the natwkthe condemnation that exists
back thereNthat gives us an understanding & appreciation
for the naturef the condemnation that goes on as a son when
you become your own worst enemy to where you have done
something so that you could bendemnedsa son)
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- And | say that itOs nekactlythe same thing because the
issue of sonship hasnOt been brought up yet in Rom. 8:1.

- But what IOm after is the paralkdue of thenature of what
it means to beondemneldwhich is found in both the
Rom. 8:1 passage, and our passage here in Rom. 8:34.

- Back there in Romans 8:1Nin the initial doctrine regarding putting
our sanctified position that we have in Christ into practiceNhow is it
[initially ] that we are supposed to do that?

- And by OinitiallyO - | mean even before you learn about
walking after the Spiriandminding the things of the Spirit
and thus beingpiritually mindedlwhat was it before that
that you learned concerning hgwu are to put your
functional, sanctified life in Christ into practice?

- Answer: Romans 6:14
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye
are not under the law, but under grace.

- So when we learn to understand & appreciate that werdgrput

our sanctified position in Christ into practice by walking after the
Spirit and not after the flesh under the law N when (:1) of Romans
8 says,There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Siirit.

what kindof condemnatiots Paul talking about there?

- Answer:~ Thearea of condemnation is your functional life
but whatOs ttewurceof the condemnation?

- Answer: Walking after the flesh under the law.
- So whoOs doing the condemning?

- Answer: The law itself.

- So thereforeNwhat do yoBEEL when youOnender the lawand

the law condemns you? N and IOm not talking about an unbelieverN
IOm talking aboybu as a justified, sanctified member of the church
the body of Christ trying to do what Romans 7 (and the latter half,
especially) talked about by PaulOs exampleNputting youradir

the lawand trying to put your position in Christ into practiceNand the
law condemnsyou when you do it N what do yofeel?
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- Answer: What does (:24) of Romans 7 say?
24 Owretchedman that | am! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?

YouOd feekretched!

- And thatOs the exact same thing youOd feel over here in Romans
8:34 N because if youOmendemneth connection with living your
sonship life on the basis of your own stupidity, what are you going
to feel? N youOre going to feel likevaretched failure!!

- Keep in mind whatOs going on hereNyouQre going to be your own
worst enemy to your success as a sonNand when that time comes,
youQre going to start thinking a thought process in which youOre going
to internalize everythingNand every fiber of your being is going to

turn againstyouNto condemnyou in your sonship life!

- Now thatOs not the full-blown understanding that weOre after yet,
but thatOs getting our thinking where itOs supposed to be in order to
begin dealing with the natuoé thecondemnatiomf (:34).

- And just likethe lawN(in connection with your fundamental
sanctification) - if youvalk after the flesh under the ldwying to

put your position in Christ into practice therebyNanddndemns
youNand based upon itsondemnationyou become a wretched man
like Paul talked about there in (7:24) by an honesponséo that
condemnatiomN well then, whatOs yowiewpoint in view of
becoming savretchedn your thinking?

- 22?7 N (keep in mind that this igour attitude in contrast to

the SonOs attitude) - youOre feelirgchedn view of what
youOve done (or in view of an accumulation of a whole bunch
of failures) - and youOre under self-condemnationNand what
IOm after here is what your viewpasgoing to be under

such self-condemnation?

- And by OviewpointO N a viewpoint is what are you
going to do from here on in?

- Answer: | QUIT ! N YouOre either not going to want to go
onNor youOre not going to think that you should go onNor
youQre not going to think itOs worthwhile going onNor
whatever!
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- In other words, thatondemnatioris going to materially affect your
viewpoint concerninggoing on

- And thatOs in keeping with the whole context here of this 3rd & final
component of sonship establishmentNand that is: the issue of
maintaining the attitude & ambition & enthusiasm & eagerness that
(:28, 29, & 30) gave you!

- And if youOre undeondemnatiorfself-condemnation) - and youOre
wretchedn your thinking and so forthNwhat kind of ambition &
eagerness & enthusiasm do you have to god@NE!

- And this is why what weOre after here is howfgelabout it; and

how youOre going tespondto it; and what youviewpoint is going

to beNand all that N because when you look at the godly remedy to
this 4th probing question (just like the godly remedy in [:33]) you
donOt just have some doctrine coming along and fixing the situation,
but youOve got the Somfdisude being put on display as the One who
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us.

- So now we need to take this much and begin to put the whole package
together to this 4th probing question.

- (:33 & 34) are 2 sides to the same coin (so to speak) N and thatOs
becausehere are 2main waysin which we will respond(being our
own worst enemy to ourselves) when it comes to muffing up in

our sonship lives.

1) Has to do with the legalities what weOve done from the
perspective of GodOs justiaad His holinessand His
righteousnesBl because we have disobeyedNwe have gone
contrary to the way in which we should be living our sonship
livesNespecially if that involves sin.

- But the remedy to that (once again) is: the legal
position our Father has put us in having justified us.

- But not every failure necessarily involves us yielding to a sinful lust
of the flesh N and not every failure, therefore, is necessarily going to
provoke the legatonnotations to it that (:33) provides the remedy for.

- (Because not everything in our sonship livesNwhen it comes to B
failing; being disobedient; not following through like we ought toN

is a sinful thing in the sense of it being a yielding to a sinful lust of the
flesh).
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- And | say it that wayNbecause you have to now be able to
see both sides of the coin (to you being your own worst
enemy)_clear and sha¥pnd thatOs the kind of differentiation
that has to take place as you get the effectual working of
each of these probing questions that deals with you being
your own worst enemy. (:33 &34)

- Because when it comes to the issue of living our sonship livesNand
when it comes to the issue of the effectual working of the curriculum
within us when we actually start dealing with itN(to put it this way

for now) N thereOs an equal number of things within the curriculum
for our sonship education that are issues that we are expected to
engage in, and involve ourselves in, and participaievhich are

NOT the issue of: not doing sinful things; or not getting wrapped up
in the works of ungodly men or the ungodliness of this world or
something you would normally think of and denote in your mind as

a sinful work of the flesh type thing.

- But they are some thinglsat are unique to sonshipand thenature

of living the sonship lifeNlike what might be calldde sonship
graces(or sonship featuresNattractive, pleasing qualities or activities
that further develops & sharpens the sonOs skills to a fuller
pleasurable form) .. that are offered to us to participate in.

- And the truth of the matter isNbecause theyOre in the context of
sonshipNand because, therefore, God is dealing with aslak
sonsNHe beseechass; urgesis; entreatss; exhortaisNto avail
ourselves of thenparticipate in them;partake of them and so forth.

- E but He doesn't come along and TELIUS that we
HAVE to do it!

- And really I0m bringing this issue up now to simply illustnate
some things in sonship (and some failunesonship) fall outside
the realm of sinful works of the flesh type issuesNbut at the exact
same time can be serious failure-type issues to you as a son.

- But because these kind of thingsedast in the sonship lifeNand

you already should have some awareness of the reality them (because
they were touched upon back in sonship orientation)N these,
therefore, are things that you and | can make the decision in our
sonship lives, based upon either our LIKE or DISLIKE for themNto
either choose to participate in themE or choose not to!
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- And when you choose NOT toNyou make the sonship decision
(which you are given the freedom and the liberty to do as a son) to
NOT do it!

- 1tOs not our FatherOs will that we make that deci~sionN
because Haantsus to do it, otherwise He wouldnOt have put
it in the curriculum!

- But you make the decision whether to participate in it or
not.

- And there are consequendedoth the positive and the negative
response to them.

- And eventuallyNin connection with a negative responseN
(especially when you are so earnest and desirous of living your
sonship life) - the consequences of that negative choice you made in
connection with an issue of one of those sonship graces thatOs in the
curriculumNitOs going to become apparent to you that itOs going to
cause yow problem!

- Now thatOs as far as IOm going to go in describing that issue to you for
nowNbut it has to be brought up right now (at least that much of it) because
those are particularly the kind of failuresobediencesnconsistenciesand
muff-upsthat weOre talking about when it comes to the issue of the
condemnatiorthat (:34) has in view here.

- Whereas the sin issue was an issue in (:33) - even though | played it
down quite a bitNbut still it was a legitimate issueNbut here in (:34)
the far bigger issue isonship condemnations along the lines of

what weOve just described.

- (:34) isnOt talking about you going out and fornicating, or
getting drunkNitOs not Olegéynuffing up (to put it that
way) N itOs not what you would normally consider and put
under the umbrella of sinful disobedience as a son.

- And reallyNto put it in contrastNit comes under the umbrella of:
SONSHIP STUPIDITY Nnot that youOre not stupid when you sin

(you are) - but this is sonship stupidity in connection with failing to
take advantage of the things in our sonship lives & in our sonship
education that are Opart & parcelO of being able to get everything out
of our sonship lives & be able to attain the aims/goals/objectives of it.
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- And these are the things, especially, that when we are confronted with, and
sober up to the COST of those acts of stupidityNthese are the things that
actually produce theondemnatiorthatOs spoken about in (:34) - [especially
the self-condemnationNand that wretched man affect that, as far as a son is
concerned would make him come along and say, OlOve failed so much that |
might as well just stop and not go on any more.O

- Or say, Ol see this aim or goal or objective out there, and | now
realize that in order to attain that goal | should have participated in
that sonship grace opportunity back there, and now on top of that |
didnOt do this and didnOt do that and ignored this other thing my
Father wanted me to doO E. and thatOs the kind of self-condemnation
and self-reproachNand misery and dejection and the wretchedness
that all comes about from that.

- And thatOs why themedy for this isnOt the legal remeafyit as @

is God that justifiett© N but rather itOs the remedy of Christ and
what gets spoken about in the rest of (:34) in connection with His
deathyea rather His beingisen agaifNwho in connection with that

is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession.for us

- So my understanding is that this is the kind of issues weOre dealing with here
in (:34) when it comes to Part B of us being our own worst enemy.

- And thecondemnatiomssue here that wifferent from thecharge

being laid against ussue of (:33) is the kind @ondemnatiothat a
soncan bring upon himselfecause of the kinof failures that a son

can make that ameot legal violations of GodOs holiness and
righteousness in his walk (like sinful behavior would be) - but are
another kind of failures which are more along the lines of that sonship
stupidityweOve been talking abouit.

- Because they are failures in the sense of not wanting to (or being not
willing to) respond positively and properly to issues in our sonship
curriculum and in our sonship livesNthat we have every legal right
given to us as a son to sayO to, if we want toN but weOre also

told by our Father that itOs stupid and foolish for us to do that

- But HeOs not going to come along and OwhackO us with a
cane or anything along those linesNHeOs dealing with us as
adult sonsNand if we choose to Qopt outO N then we also
choose the consequences that go along with that.
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- But my understanding isNthese are the kind of issues that are involved in

(:34).

- And this is the other side of the coin of us being our own worst
enemyNbecause when you look at the issue of sonship itselfNand
what the sonship life of a son is all abouligre really are only 2
waysin which a son can fail his Father:

- One is by théegal offencef participating in outright
sinful, course-of-the-world behaviorNas if he didnOt care at
all that he was a justified/sanctified son.

- And the other is to opt out of participating in these grace
features of his sonship.

- Both kind of failures will produce grief and godly sorrow in a sonN
(if heOs sensitive to his failures) Nbut both wit produce
(necessarily) the exact same kind of viewpwihen the failures are
acknowledged.

- And when it comes to the failures in connection with having
opted out of, or chosen not to fully participate in those

sonship graces (or opportunities & honors & privileges) and

the likeNthe kind of self-recrimination &ondemnationhat

comes upon a son when he has to face up to the fact that thatOs
what heOs been doingNhis outlook (viewpoint) then is,

Ol might as well not even bother goingdN itOs kind of like
thinking Ol10ve fallen so far behindNIOve made such a mess

out of thisNitOs just not worth.@®

- And thatOs putting it mildIy!!!

- Because it can be described far more graphically than thatNbut to
do so would take someone who has been in that kind of anguish of
soul for these exact reasons of being his own worst enemy in
connection with standingpndemnedh his own mind (for real and
legitimate reasons of failing to participate in the sonship graces) - but
to describe it in more detailNit could not be done without being done
in tears and heart-wrenching turmoil!

- But even thenNthe reason for a son to get up, dust off, and
go onNeven in light of miserable failures of just this kind of
condemnatioNis because of the rest of what (:34) says!
Because o€Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercessiorfor me when | messed up like that!
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- At this point we need to stop for a moment and make sure that weOre
properly understanding and appreciating this 4th probing question:

-34 Who is he that condemneth?

- Are there any questions as to having a firm and good grasp upon
exactly what this question is asking and why?

- (Havingsonship intelligenceto know whatOs being asked).

- You should know what this particular aspect of this
condemnatiorissue ~is all aboutNand the kind of self-
condemnation thatOs in view here.

- Well the next logical thing to do is to begin dealing withdely remedy.

- 34 E Itis Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us.

- Now thereQOs a lot of information contained in this lengthy remedyN
and it may (at first glance) seem that if yamhave any problem at

all with whatOs said here, your problem area (or where youOre not
really grasping an issue as clear as youOd like) is with that issue of
Christwho also maketmtercessiorfor us. N right?

- Because you might be askingNWhy is Christ doing that?,
and whatOs He doing for?

- But thatOs tHastissue in a string of 4 issues presented about the
Lord Jesus ChristNso | think the wise thing to do is to look at the
first issueNand possibly there is something about that that you might
not have as good a grasp in your thinking about as you think you do!

- And before we deal with any of the details of the godly remedy, the
first thing we need to clearly understand & appreciate isNin view of
the kind ofcondemnatiormnd self-condemnation that can take place

as you being your own worst enemyNwhere you would choose to opt
out of the sonship graces (opportunities, honors, & privileges) that

can bring your sonship life down to a miserable failure where you
would end up in that Owretched manO state and just decide to give up
and quitNwe need to have a clear understanding & appreciation of
why the remedy for this involves the Lord Jesus Christ and not God
the Fathei.e., those first 3 wordsit is Christ ...
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- AgainNthereOs a reason why the remedy for (88 shall lay any
thing to the charge of GodOs elagst? is Godthat justifiethN
referring to God the Father Himself.

- And thereOs a reasehy, when it comes to the other side of the
coin (Part B) (:34Who is he that condemnettifat the remedy is to
look at our situation under such condemnatiom the perspective
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

- So the question isNWhy would you think that the Lord Jesus
ChristOattitude would be the remedy fdhis kind of failure?

- And weOve got to be able to answer this question firstN
before we can begin to deal with any of the detailsN
otherwise the details wonOt make the sense that theyOre
supposed to make.

- Any ideas?

- And just to help you outNyou donOt have to try to come up
with this out of the blue (so to speak) - but youOve already
got the information given to you from what youOve already
gone through up to this pointNthe answer to the question is
somewhere previous to (:34) in your sonship establishment.

- So, why the Son?

- (By what weOve come to understand & appreciate about how
we are supposed to go about dealing with all this information,
you should be able to find itNjust like you found where the
godly remedy for (:33) came from!)

- Think about all those things that govern & regulate &
qontrol how we think about all this informgtioaniz.,
(1 What shall we then say to these thigs?

- And (:33) is easy to connect to (:28-30) is God
that justifieth N and that connects to that OlinkO in the
FatherOs chain of provisiatitem he alsqustified:

-’So in that chain of provision, where is the Son mentioned?
E he alsp didgredestinatdo be conformed to the image of
his SonN weOre supposed to benformed to His image
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- The whole objective of your sonship education & life is to be
conformed to His imagde

- And all those things that youOre going to Oopt oarefé)l things
that are supposed to and designed monform youto his imagé

- So the natural One whose attitude you need to have when you
stupidly and foolishly choose NOT to benformed to his image
the One whosemageyouOre supposed todmnformedto!

- And to put it in a OnutshellO N what (:34) says when it Kays,

Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the

right hand of God, who also maketh intercession fd¥ issto make

it so that you have the exact same attitude He has in connection with
what He did (and the investment He mafde)you to be conformed

to his imagé N and if you think that you're opting out of certain
aspects of it (and the grief you have over it) is enough to make so that
you ought not go on: YOUORE NOT THINKING ABOUT IT FROM
HIS PERSPECTIVE!

- He died so youcould beconformed to his image

- He wasraised from the deadind isat the FatherOs right

hand andmakes intercession for y@connection with

each one of those things that youOre failing on and that youOre
refusing on and that youQOre balkirig titose are all things

that pertain to you beingconformedto Him!

- Those are all issues of you going through the very same
kind of things that He went through in His sonshig! life

- And because they are of that natureNHe can come along
and go to your Father in connection with each of those things
and adequately describe the difficulty that there is in that
sonship grace or privilege or opportunity!

- (Not that He has to persuade the Father of it [or
anything along those lines] N but that they can have
communion & fellowship about it).

- And thereGsympathy on both or their parts in connection
with when we do fail! (They donOt come along and say,
Aw, you stupid son! WhatOs the matter with you?!?)
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- No. There is, with the Father and with the Son, the issue of
genuine(godly) sympathy andgenuine_empathyfor us!

- And thereOs the issueenicouragementor us to go onN

and to go back and get those participation opportunities and
grab on to them and instead of opting out of them: participate
in them and functioin them and get the wisdom and the
experience and the further skills and fuller developed skills
that they are designed to give us tbatform us to the image

of Christ

- And that encouragemeist thereNand more than that,
neither the Father nor the Lord Jesus Christ is going to
come along and think one bit less of us!

- Because the issue with them is that tergectus togo
back and_encourages to go back and get all that we need!
and then go on! and keep gong on!

- And tha:[()s Wha:[()s involved in answering the question Why the Son
And thatOs whatOs involved in all thatOs going on in the godly remedy
to this 4th probing question.

- ThatintercessiomthatOs not legal intercession at allN
(because the legal issue has been taken care of in [:33]) N
thatOs thiatercessiorof encouragemeniland the
intercessiorof help!

- (Just like it was back there in [:26-27] in sonship
prayer wherthe Spirit itself maketh intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be uttekethatOs
HELP!)

- And all that is designed to get it so that we come
back and enter into sonship prayer with our Father
and we DEAL with the issueNand we donOt come to
Him like a dog with our tail between our legsN
fearing weOre going to be Owhabkedthat HeOs
going to_laugh at uand ridicule usnd_chewed us out
or anything along those lines!

- And that goes for this issue here in (:34) when Chrates
intercession for us connection with our condemning failures to
opt out of sonship graces that are designed for us¢orifermed to
his imagé
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- Therefore an intelligent understanding and appreciation of the 4th probing
questionthat deals with OPart BO of us being our own worst enemy to the
success of our sonship liveg/ho is he that condemneth® along with an
intelligent understanding & appreciationwalfiy the godly remedy is the issue
of the 2nd Person of the Godhead (God the Stg:Christ E N we should
have some real appreciation for the nature of this sonshigemnationN

- 1tOs not a condemnation in the legal sense.

- Rather itOs a self-condemnation that takes place when you Qopt out®
of the sonship gracesNthe grace given opportunities and honors and
privileges built within the curriculum to participate in certain

activities that (even though they may seem at times repugnant and
distasteful and repulsive [and sometimes dangerous]) they are
nevertheless designed for you to participate in because they are all
opportunities for you to beonformed to the image of Christhich

is what you have beepr@destine® for in the first place.

- And because you are treated by your Heavenly Father as an adult
sonNyou have every right to Oopt outO of these sonship graces if you
so desire.

- However in doing so, you also dpt the consequenced your
decision.

- Therefore the time will come as you continue on in your sonship
life where you are going to encounter problems associated with your
foolish decision to Oopt outO of these sonship gracesNand when those
problems arise and you begin to recognize your foolish/stupid
mistake, and realize how it puts ygaint-inheritance with Christ

in jeopardy, and therefore you internal@keof the_guiltand _turmaoil
and_remors¢hat arises in your heart because of itNto the point of
becomingwretchedn your inner manNthe result will bgou

viewing yourselfas a total failureNa failure so bad, and to such a
degree that unless there is a godly remedy for it and another
viewpoint of it, you will end up, in the end, just giving up and not
going on in your sonship life.

- Well, this kind of sonshipondemnatiomioes have a godly remedyNbut itOs
actually the final stages of a particular ailmtnait every son is susceptible to
and should be aware ofNand should be aware of both what it is and how itOs
cured! N ItOs calledSTRAITENED IN YOUR OWN BOWELS
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- So letOs take a very brief look at this ailment called bstrajténed in your
own bowel

- II Corinthians 6:11-13 (:12)

- Is this some kind of gastro-intestinal problem or disorder? Because there is a
real physical problem that can occur in your intestines that can be called being
Gstraitened in your own boweld

- But this is a Biblical way of using terminology of your anatorrlyNand very
real disorder that can occur in your physical bodyNbut here itOs using that
physical disorder to refer to & describe a spirifpralblem or_spiritual

disorder.

- It refers to something being not right or not functioning properly iriroear
man.
- And just as with any problem in which a physical malady is used to
describe a spiritual maladyNthe spiritual malady is the one that is
far worse than the physical one!

- And just as the health and proper functioning of our physical bowels
are vital to the welfare of our physical lives, so the health and proper
functioning ofthe bowels of our inner maare vital to the welfare of

our sonship lives and to our godly edifying in this present
dispensation of GodOs grace.

- And the truth of the matter is, if this ailment is left untreated and not
cured, it can do more to interfere with our sonship lives, and can do
more to wreck havoc with the success of our godly edification, than
just about any other affliction we can possibly experience!

- And itOs because of just hewious the danger that this ailment

posed to the sonship lives of the CorinthiansNand because Paul knew
they were already suffering the affects of it that he informs them that
they indeed had the ailment in (:11-13).

(especially :12) Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are
straitened in your own bowels.

- Paul recognizes that the Corinthian saints had this ailmentNand the
truth is, he knew that they had to for quite some timeNwhich is why
so many of the problems associated with it were dealt with back in

| Corinthians.
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- But now Paul recognizes that their condition had gotten worse to the
point where a more serious kind of damage was being done in
connection with their godly edifyingNbecause their ailment was now
putting a serious strain on their relationship with Paul himself (just as
Paul says).

- And in doing thatNit was causing them strongly balk at
participating in some highly important and very necessary
aspects of their sonship edification!

- And in doing so it was causing them to no longer follow PaulOs own
sonship example and pattern for usNand ended up bringing their own
sonship edification and lives to a halt!

- And in view of that they now have to face up to this ailntleat

they have brought upon themselvesNand they have to be ofiigd
otherwise it will be impossible for them to make full progress in their
sonship edification and in living out their sonship lives.

- So this is serious business!!!
- LetOs take a look at thdsmvelsof our inner man.

- What we normally call the bowels of our physical bodies are also
what we generally refer to as our digestive system. (Usually talking
about our small and large intestines.)

- And our physical bowels are really a wonder of how God has
created our physical bodiesNbecause not only do they provide for
the complicated and complex activity of digesting our food
(absorbing water & nutrients and so forth), but also for getting rid of
waste material.

- But there is another wonder about the bowelsNand that has to do
with the fact that of all the organs in our physical bodies, few (if any)
are more sensitive to ogmotional make-up as are our bowels.

- And in that way (and this is critically important) - in that way, the
bowels are highly sensitive,tand_highly stimulated bywhat we
LIKE and what weDISLIKE !

- (Sensitive to/stimulated by stress and/or by what is
pleasant to us).
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- Therefore théowelsof ourinner manwere understood by the

Greeks (as well as how the Bible deals with the concept) as Othe seat
of our sensitivity, affection, and emotional response to what we face
in lifeN based upon our personal likesind dislikesO

- The Bible refers to ounner man bowels a number of different
ways and in a number of different contexts:

- Philippians 2:1

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and
mercies,

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind.

- Colossians 3:12

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving on another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you,
so also do ye.

- Philemon 7
For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because
the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.

20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh
my bowels in the Lord.

-1 John 3:17

But whoso hath this worldOs good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?

(dealing with proper godly affection for other saints, along

with sensitivity and responsiveness to their needs.)

- But the issue weOre concerned with in bsiragtened in our own
bowelsis the issue of the bowels of our inner man being sensitive to
and emotionally responsive to the will, or wishes, or desires that
another personmight have for usNand since we have our own
personal table of likes and dislikes, we are particularly sensitive to
things thatdo not conform to our table of likes & dislikesNespecially
when they are the likes & dislikes of some other person!
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- And the real OkickerO to all this isNwe arentiost sensitive to any
attempts thaanother personmight make to alter or change our own
personal Olikes and dislikesO in ordepriéormthem to his

- So our inner bowels are very responsive to the expressed will,
wishes, or desires thahother personmight have for usNand
depending upon whether or not the other personOs will or desire for
us conforms to our own personal Olikes and disliKei®is what
determines whether or not we becomstraitened in our own
bowelstowards him N or in other words, this is the very cause of
this ailment of beingstraitened in our own bowels!

- Granted, | do recognize that it is possible for us to be
straitened in our bowel®wards someone in a good sense,
(for example if his desire for us is unrighteous or sinful) -

but thatOs not the issue here at all. (weOre taking about our
Heavenly Father)

- Simply putNif we arestraitened in our own bowdlghen we are

not receptive to something that another person desires for usNand
we are not willing to therefore go along with it because it is not
agreeable to us.

- We object to bringing ourselves into line with his expressed
desire or will for us because we take exception to what he is
exhorting us to do, or to partake of, or to participate in, or the
likeNand we then object because it does not agree with what
we like, or what we want, or what we desire.

- And the end result is that we resist complying with his desire for us
and so we beconsdraitened or constricted, in our fellowship or
dealings with himNchoosing to limit or confine our fellowship and
dealings with hinto only those things with which we do agree

- And the issue oNOT being straitened in our bowels is the issue of
being receptive to his desireNand we are willing to go along with fit,
because it does not disagree with usNwe donOt take any exception
to what he exhorts us to do, or to partake of, or to participate inNand
so we do not decide to limit our fellowship with him.

- Now thatOs a simple understanding & appreciation of itNbut itOs sufficient
enough to enable you to understand its basic function.
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- Now this ailment of beingtraitened in our own bowelecomes something

that we are particularly susceptible to once we are taught about our sonship
status (Rom. 8:14-15)Nand itOs when that status of a son is made aware to us
and when we begin to live in accordance with it, that we can Ocome downd
with this ailmentNand it can start to cause us problems.

- And this is directly due to the fact that from the time God our Father
teaches that He has given tiseCadoption of soi® - He specifically
begins working ta@onformthe various components and operations

of ourinner marto that of HisAND to that of the Lord Jesus

ChristOs!

- And itOs this issue of beingnformed to the imags the
Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) thatOs at the very careyahe
godly remedy for Romans 8:3%ho is he that conedmneth?
the issue oft is ChristE that is, why it is God the Son and
His attitude as our intercesdbat provides the remedy for
those times when we have becostraitened in our own
bowelsandcondemnedh our own minds andretchedand
wanting togive up.

- And thgt()s why Paul will later on talk about having the same
rowel© of the Lord Jesus Chrisee Phil. 1:1-11 [:8])

- Note that this is also the veoppositeof what those
OSonship CommitmeRsare all about!

- And what that means isNthat itOs very possible that, even though we
arenOt involved with the actual receiving the instruction of the sonship
curriculum yet (Rom. 12:3ff) N there are still some things in sonship
orientation and in sonship establishment whereby you can actually
begin to bestraitened in your own bowetsy, but the ailment really
hasnOt become Ofull-blowd yetNand the symptoms might not be
manifesting themselves to any high degree yet. (itOs lying dormant)

- But your first encounter with this ailment will probably
happen as you go though all these adjustments to your
inner man attitude as your Father brings your attitude in line
with His & with His SonOs.

- In short, in accordance with our FatherOs purpgsedéstinating
usas sonso be conformed to the image of His Sde works to
make it so that we havéh® bowels of Jesus Christ
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- He therefore works to give us the Lord Jesus ChristOs own Olikes and
dislikes,® and thereby causes us to have thebsaveésof

sensitivity, affection and_emotional responsivengsdHis will and

desires for us in our sonship livas that which belongs to the Lord

Jesus Christ in His sonship

- However as our Father does this, we might resist it and object to
bringing some aspect of our lives irdonformity to the image of
Christ
- Because based upon our owmadjustedlikes and dislikesO
we might find some aspect obnforming us to the image of
Christto beembarrassingto usNor to beintimidating N
or we might find that something makesfearful Nor we
might consider it to bo costlyNor to be distastefulNor to
bedisagreeableto us for some other reason.

- Now what we need to understand is this:
- Whenever we find some aspect about@nformity to the image of
Christto be_unpleasant usNor offensivéNor disagreeabllor
when we are disinterestauitNor are less-than-enthusiastbout
itNand we decide taesistit, or ignore it, or somehowavoid it
altogetherRthen we have becomestraitened in our own bowels
towards our FatherOs expressed will and desire for us.

- Our own Olikes and dislikesO cause us to object to some aspect of our
FatherOs expressed desire for us, and straien (or narrow or

constrict) our dealings with Him because of itNlimiting or confining

our cooperation with Him & fellowship with Hito only those

things with which we have no objections

- Do you see how this ailment is indicativesgihshig? of
adulthood type dealings & relationships? and not of the
variety of childhoodype thinking and dealings? (because
youQd simplgrder the child to comply and if he didnOt,
then youOfibrce him to!)

- Well this, once again is the gist of what it means for us &iraéened in

our own boweland even from this simple scope of it, we can see that it is
indeed aself-induced ailment! Which is why Paul puts it the way he does to
the Corinthiansg

12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in
your own bowels. (Il Corinthians 6:12)
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- This ailment of beingsaitened in your own bowélsbegins much the same
way any physical ailment begins:

- It has a definite history to itNas well as a typical pattern of
development.

- For us, as sons, it usually begins at the time when God teaches us
about our sonship status and how to live in accordance with it.

- However, much like a physical ailment, it often begins silentti

only mild symptomsNwhich means it can either go undetected by us
or easily ignored by usNbecause we can easily consider the
symptoms to be rather insignificant.

- And that means that when the ailment does shows up and manifests
itself in a clear wayNthe truth is, by that time the ailment is already
well established within us.

- I?on()t forget that the ailment of bestigritened in your own bowefias as
itOs core issue the issue of your Otable of likes and dislikesO being adjusted by
God your Father to match His own Otable of likes and dislikes.O

- And that adjusting of our Otable of likes and dislikesO begins from the
moment we are taught about our sanctified position in Christ in
Romans 6Nbut the vast majority of the work of adjusting our Otable

of likes and dislikes® gets underway when our Father tells us He has
given us e adoption of son®

- And thatOs because our sonship status not only comes with great
liberties, privileges, and honours N but it also comes with great
responsibilitieswhich requiresolid commitmenton our part!

- So the onset of beingt@itened in our own bowdlscan occur right
from the Oget-goO in sonship orientation where we are supposed to
cry, Abba, Fatherfand thereOs a great deal that we can talk about in
connection with sonship orientation and all that goes on thereN
especially involving our Father going to work in our inner man and
working on our Otable of likes & dislikesO - and in connection with the
kind of value we place upon our sonship educationNand in

connection with the sonshgpmmitment levelsNand so forth.

- But for now (especially in light of the kind of sonskipndemnation
of Romans 8:34), | want to focus upon some of the worsening
symptoms in the later stages of beistgaltened in your own bowels.
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- And it often takes a fatherOs examination (just like a doctorOs examination)
to make a proper diagnosis of the ailment N and you can see the apostle Paul
(acting as a father) do this very thing with the saints in Thessaloniak

- | Thess. 2:10-12

- Even with those Level Il & Level Ill sons, they are never
completely immune to this ailmentNand Paul (acting as a father to
his children) deals frankly with themNand through intelligent and
insightful @xhorting comforting andcharging® he purposely
probes their inner maand deals with what he finds thereNlooking
for anystraitening in their bowels/here their Otable of likes &
dislikesO are not in harmony with God their FatherOs.

- So now letOs look at thersening symptomshat can occur beyond
sonship orientation and sonship establishment.

- Once our sonship education/edification gets well underway, (with
the result that ouronformity to the image of Christarts to become
manifest and evident in our walk), we then begin to encounter more
and more occasions to becostrmitened in our own bowels.

- Because as owonformity to the image of Chrisecomes manifest
in our walk, this naturally provokes a negative reaction from the
ungodliness and unrighteousness of this world as it registers its
disdain for our godliness.

- This happens especially when we get to Romans 13:12-14 (read).

- Here we €ast off the works of darkness and put on the
armour of lightO N and purposely stawaking honestly
as in the dayo

- And in doing so we go on thefensive(so to speak) in our
sonship livingNwe start to directly repudiate the mainstays
of this worldOs iniquities and ungodlinessNand thereby also
purposely provoke the Adversary to respond

- And this makes us subject to numerous forms of rejeatioh
oppositiomincluding such intimidating things as ridiculenockery
scorning ostracizingdefaming cursing despisingand the like N as
well as_persecutigrabusehatred and other expressions of this
worldOs disdain for godliness.
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- And none of those kind of things are things that we would just
naturally findpleasanfNbut we would naturally find them very
unpleasantl(and due to that, we would naturally desire and choose
to Oopt outd of them)!

- Those are all things we donOt naturdikeg O - butdislikeO!
(And so we would not want to experience them).

- That is: Unless you posses3the bowels of Jesus ChttiSt

- So when we experience such unpleasant thingsNwe can easily
become Daitened in our own bowelsO in connection with themNand
also toward our Father, (who has designed thalmexperience such
things as part of our beir@nformed to the image of His Son.

- And this is the very thing that happened to many of the Corinthians
when they began to receive such tribulations and persecutions.

- Beingstraitened in their own bowels they decided that they
had had enoughNand they chaset to participate any longer
in those aspects of theiwnformity to the image of Christ

that provoked such unpleasant things.

- And therefore you have Paul reprovilhgmNas a father would his
sons N
- | Corinthians 4:8-13 (read)

- AgainNbeing straitened in their own bowels the Corinthians chose
to court the worldOs approval and to be accepted in its sightNinstead
of suffering the consequences of manifestingformity to Christ.

- They preferred and chose to i in Chris© in the eyes of the
world by doing such things as making GodOs word subservient to the
wisdom of this worldNinstead of being@ls for ChristOs sakeby
denouncing the Owisdom of this worldO and ignoring it.

- They preferred and chose to srangd in the worldOs midst by
operating upon its own sources of strength, instead of being looked
upon as WealO by operating upon GodOs.

- And they liked and desired to bedbourabled in menOs eyes, which
they did by adjusting their Christian lives to Othe course of this
world,O instead of being willing to bee®pise® by men for
repudiating the iniquity of the worldOs ungodliness.



Page 1062 Romans 8:14-39

- So these believers at Corinth Oopted outO of suffering for godlinessO
sake primarily becauss the time of their sonship establishment,

and at the beginning of their sonship educatiorthey failed to
adequately conform their own bowels th&Cbowels of Jesus Chridt

- Therefore they wanted nothing to do with beinga@e as the filth
of the world and with beinglt® offscouring of all things unto this
dayO N even though they had been taught and knew that it was
an integral part of their sons hip education and of their
conformity to the image of Christ

- And so after reproving them Paul gave them a firm, but loving
fatherly admonition and charge: | Corinthians 4:14-17.

- Now this ailment (if left untreated) can gr@ven worse and even more
serious complications can occur.

- So farNthese are some of the ordinary things that every son will
experience as he naturally goes through the process of Level | and
Phase 2 of sonship education.

- But thenNaf'ger you get past Romans doctrineNyou are going to
have to facet@e sufferings of ChrisD where the more serious kind
of becominggstraitened in your own bowetgn occur.

- And this is very seriousNbecause partaking thfeO
sufferings of Chrigd is also an integral part of our being
conformed to the image of GodOs. Son

- And this more serioustraitening in the bowelalso happened to

some of the saints in CorinthNfor although some of the saliuts
respond positively to PaulOs fatherly reproof, admonition, and charge
in | Corinthians 4Nand so ceased beistgaitened in their own

bowelsat being Made the filth of the wor)® - others did not

- And for those that did not, they certainly did encounter the more
serious complications later on in connection witte@ufferings of
ChristO N in fact, they even took offense at partaking of a number of
those privileged sufferingsNsiding with the contrary opinions and
carnal criticisms of unbelievers and false brethren, who based upon
their own ungodly Otable of likes and dislikesO found fault with the
notion that God would (or even could) desire that His people
experience such things!
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- So, for example, Paul contrasts his own sonship [ife with the life of
those Corinthians who had balked at partakingsafférings of
ChristO

- Il Corinthians 4:7-12

- Again, many of the Corinthians did not want anything to do with the
QifeO Paul speak about hereNbecause in order to be a partaker of this
Qife O they needed @bear about in the body the dying of the Lord
JesusObut unfortunately they had little, or no taste for it.

- Because their inner manOs Otable of likes and dislikesO was not only
out of alignment with GodOs, but it was eIvODDS with His likes
and dislikes!

- And they had come to actually espouse the criticisms and objections
of unbelieversegarding this Osuffering of Christ,O which now had
them not only strongly disliking itNbut evequestioning its

validity !

- So after teaching the Corinthians about this privileged Osuffering of
Christ,® (and also after dealing with some additional matters to which
they took offense and at which they balked because of their Oless-than-
godly likes and dislikesO), Paul goes on to boldly assert that there was
nothing for them to take offense at whatsoever:

(see Il Corinthians 6:3)5

- Therefore the Corinthians had no real reason to take offense either at
Paul and his own partaking of any tfi®sufferings of Chrigd or at

his ministry of teaching them to be partakers of these sufferings as
well.

- Instead they should have counted it a privilege of GodOs grace to be
a partaker of these particular sufferingsNnot only because they are
Qhe sufferings of Chri€t - but also because they are a necessary part
of our vocational education and trainingNand as such are a vital part
of ourconformity to the image of Christ

- But sadly they did take exception to partaking of this Osuffering of
ChristO and also of partaking of others, which made it so that Paul had
to go on and say what he does in (Il Cor. 6:11 & 12) [read].
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- Now this has only been a brief OscopeO look (very simplified) of this
troublesome ailmentNof its cause and general symptomsNbut it should be
sufficient for you to diagnose whether you mightsh@itened in your own
bowelsto some degree.

- And you donOt want to Ojust live with itO - becawgkiitterfere

with your sonship edificationNbut the good news is that you donOt
have to Olive with itO - there is a cureNa cure that not only can rid
you of the ailment, but that also can provide for repairing the
damage that it has caused.

- And thatOs why Paul says what he does to the Corinthians in
(:13) of Il Cor. 6

- 13 Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto
my children, e ye also enlarged

- Therefore thedlraiteningd can be replaced withlargemenit

- So before we leave this doctrineNletOs take a brief look at the cure for being
straitened in your own bowels.

- And wedo need to take the cure for this ailment because of just how
serious it is to so many different aspects of our sonship life.

- Because all the while that it is interfering with our godly edification
and causing disruptions in our sonship lifeNit is seriously impairing
our vocational education and trainingas GodOs Onew credfore

- And on top of that it is also robbing us of the full measure of godly
joy, happiness, satisfaction, and contentment that God our Father has
designed for us to have as His sons.

- And as sons in this dispensation of grace, we have been given the
unprecedented honour to live our sonship lives with the VegrO

and bowels of Jesus Chibperating within usNand to enjoy the
fruits thereof!

- Our Father has designed to reproduce in us the very same kind and
same measure of joy, happiness, satisfaction, and contentment in our
sonship lives that the Lord Jesus Christ has experienced, (and still
does experience), in His own sonship living!
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- But weOre robbed of all that when we foolishly choose to OstickO with
our own worldly Oheart and bowelsO - instead of acquirirtgetdme O
and bowels of Jesus Chrigtypmeans of our sonship education.

- And when we stupidly operate that wayN(upon our own Oheart &
bowels) - we then becomst@itened at the very things, (and the

only things) by which our Father has purposed for us to experience the
full measure of His joy, happiness, satisfaction, & contentment as we
live our sonship lives.

- Now the_curdor beingstraitened in our own boweils known and is readily
availableNbecause since tlausefor this ailment is having a heart whose

Otable of likes and dislikesO does not properly or fully conform to our FatherOs
Otable of likes & dislikesO for us as His sonsNthen the obvious way this cure

is going to work is taemedy this discrepancy

- In other wordsNweOll not tsiraitened in our own bowedt either
the demandsef sonship living, or at beingy@de the filth of the
world,O or at partaking of any of teefferings of Chrisfor any other
sonship matter)f we truly like these things!

-AAnd we willlike them, if we have come to see
Oeye-to-eyeO with our Father on them!

- And the core of the matter in having our Otable of likes & dislikesO
not matching our FatherOs is the problemvbatimply donOthink
about them exactly as our Father does!

- And because the OtableO of our heart is the core of the matterNthen
weOre going to have to have some kind of spiritual surgical procedure
done by our FatherOs word upon our hearts.

- And that surgical procedure is what Paul gives to the Corinthians
there in 1l Corinthians 6 N

11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart
is enlarged.

12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your
own bowels.

13 Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my
children,) be ye also enlarged.

- The cure for beingtraitened in your own bowels toenlargeyour
heart
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- Now when we speak of someone being Olarge-h€astebaving a Olarge
hearD - we mean to say that he is affable, sociable, friendly, welcoming, as
well as generous and kindly in his dealings with others.

- But this is not the only meaningNbecause we can also speak of
someone having a Olarge heartO or ngédrheartO in the sense that
he is very agreeable & sympathetic to the wishes or desires of
another personNso that he gladly goes along with those wishes and
desiresNand also works to promote them (even at the expense of
some of his own desires.)

- Simply putNa person is said to have Oan enlarged heartO because
he hasselflessly filled his own heart with the desires and wishes

of another! N he has brought the desires of another personOs heart
into his own heart, and in so doing, he has embraced them, making
them his desires too.

- And this is exactly what God our Father is after in our own sonship
education and sonship lifeNand actually, itOs an ongoing process
throughoutyour life as a son.

- And in accordance with thisﬂ a father is supposed to intelligently
work to purposely OenlargeO his sonOs heart at strategin p@ints
sonship educationNjust as described (for example) in Prov. 23.

26 My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe my ways. (Proverbs 23:26)

- And each time the father works to enlarge his sonOs heartNitOs a
critical issue to his sobecause itOs what makes it possible for his son
to go on and take the next step in his sonship life! N it makes it so
that his son wilstrongly desirethat next stepNpreferring to any

of the powerful worldly desires and seductions to opt out of it and opt
for something it offers instead!

- Psalm 119N notice here that the remnant of Israel (when they
receive their adoption as sons) - will want their heart to be QOenlargedO
as they progress through their sonship education during the final
installment of GodOs program with themNand in that day they will
fulfill the words of the Psalmist, saying to God their Father E

- (:25-32) (:30-32)
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- Not only will those wise sons of the remnant of Israel
understand that God their Father works to OenlargeO their heart
with His will and desiresfbut they also will want Him to

do this! N in fact, they will make the enlarging of their heart

a matter of their sonship prayersNespecially when they know
they are in need of it!

- And theywill be in need of it as they have to meet the ever
increasing demands pertaining to their sonship lives in the
final installment (5th/5th)!

- So how do we get our heamlarge® and effectually cure the ailment of
beingstraitened in our own bowéls

- First of all itOs a very common thing for a father to have to enlarge
his sonOs heartNitOs not uncommon at allNdue to the nature of what
sonship is all aboutNthe imparting of the fatherOs heart into the sonOs.

- SimplyNand very generally putNthe way in which God our Father

goes about enlarging our heagdy the effectual working of His

word within our inner man Nbut (and this is critically important), it

isnOt just any old part of His word or any old truthNbecause the truth

is, our heart needs to be operated upon and OenlargedO by the effectual
working of specific doctrineghat are purposely designed by our

Father to make adjustments to our heart and in our hearso that

we can fully embrace our FatherOs will for us instead of shun it!

- And all that is built into the curriculum for sonship
education N and thatOs another reason for how critical it is
to view PaulOs letters as a curriculumNbecause you have to
follow it precisely, and in the order you find it in your Bible,
or else you run the risk of screwing up all these built-in
Ofirst-things-firstO features of the curriculum thatOs going to
have to get itOs job done in our heart before going on!

- And the truth isNfrom the time that God our Father teaches us that
He has given ustli® adoptions of so@sHe goes to work on

effectually dismantling the structure of worldly desires and carnal
standards that naturally exist within our heartsNand then he begins to
restructure our heartOs desires and standards after the pattern of His
own heart!

- And the degree or extent to which we simitened in our own
bowelsdeterminesvhat specific_corrective doctrinesve need to

hear so that we can begin to embrace and welcome what we have been
refusing or opting out of.
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- And because of thatNit makes it a little difficult to talk about
specifics (or specific areas in GodOs word [in our curriculum]) where
we would need to go to get our heart enlarged.

- But we can talk about getting the cure, and how the cure
effectually works teenlarge our hearts

- | just want to mention that there are indeed many ways in which
your bowelscan becometraitenedas you go through youmitial
stages of sonshipNsonship orientation & sonship establishment.

- And because of that, we have (as we have looked at in the past) all
those_exhortationis the book of Proverbs that help us understand

and appreciate how our hearts are, (even in those early stages), being
adjusted and enlarged to match that of our FatherOs.

- And so you have the exhortationsNthe commitment levels
N and the producing of the proper, godly, virtuous attitudes
of our Father during sonship orientation & establishment.

- And a lot goes on thereNand thereQOs a lot of things that you
can getstraitened in your boweksbout there for sure.

- But letOs go on and just talk a little about the worsemidg
tougherforms of the ailment and getting our heamtargedin respect
to curing those forms of the ailment.

- One of the strategic poinits our sonship lives, later on as we begin
to actually go through the curriculumNis when we become eligible to
partake of what may be called, opré3cribed sonship suffering®

like those we talked about before.

- This was where the Corinthians had demonstrated that they
had becomstraitened in their own bowels

- And we need to realize that in connection with our Oprescribed
sonship sufferingsO N our Father makes appropriate provision in the
curriculum for sonship edification for furthenlarging our hearso

that we can embrace those Osonship sufferings!O

- And it all starts with us learning to be impresseth just how great
anhonor andprivilege it is for us to partake of the sufferingNand
once that happens our heart can begin the process ofdrganged
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- So if the case with us is like that of the CorinthiansNand we are
straitened in our own boweds suffering opposition from this

ungodly world for living godly sonship lives in its midstNthen we
need to avail ourselves of the aheOs sitting in | Corinthians 4:8-17.

- Because of that, Paul says E
9 For | think that God hath set forth us the apostles last,
as it were appointed to death: for we are madgpectacle
unto the world, and to angels, and to men.
(I Corinthians 4:9)

- And when Paul says thatNhe actually begins providing for us to be
curedof our ailmentNbecause when he says specificallye @re

made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and tOrtetOs
describing the special honor and privilege that belongs to this brand
of sonship suffering!

- And itOs thatsPectacl® aspect of it that causes us to realize that
this sonship suffering for godlinessO gaklg is a privilege.

- And itOs not simply an issue that we become a OtargetO or the object
of this ungodly worldOs contenfipt godliness.

- But itOs also the issue of us beirghowcasédor God N one in

which He is able to visibly displayrough us His great longsuffering
and His graciousness and His lovingkindness to this world in the face
of its contempt for Him and for His righteousness & holiness.

- And that Opoint-persgective() viewpoint indeed makes
suffering for godlinessO sakpravilege, to say the least!

- And then in accordance with this special & privileged aspect of
being @ade a spectacl® Paul goes on to describe his corresponding
participation in it when he says what he doegslh-13) [read].

- And the truth isNthat in connection with us being confornede
image of GodOs Sthmough our sonship educationN(and also in
accordance with the issue of us putting our conformity to Christ on
display to our FatherOs glory)N this sonship suffering is one of our
most phenomenal sonship gradces

- Because when we suffer for godlinessO sakeN(and in response we
displaythe very same graciousness and lovingkindness that our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ have)N God is able to showcase how that
through the effectual working of our Ogodly edifyingO He has been
able to reproduce within us a very significant amount of likeness to
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E Himself and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

- So then if we aretraitened in our own boweds suffering for
godlinessO sake N (preferring that men would think of us as being
Quise in ChrisfO instead of beindd0ls for ChristOs saReor

preferring to be looked upon ast©OngO instead ofn@alO; or

desiring to be inorabl® in menOs eyes, insteaddespise® by

them, etc.) N then we need to learn the basics of the privilege of this
sonship sufferingNbecause only then will you begin to get cured of
this ailment.

- And then we need to honestly deal with all that God our Father has
Paul teach us in | Corinthians 4:8-17 [donOt read] N because we need
to becomdully impressedwith this great privilegeNso that the

process for effectually dislodging and fully displacing our heartOs
OdislikeO for this suffering can occur.

- And this, in turn, will pave the way for us to sincerely
appreciate this sonship suffering, and our former OdislikeO for
it to be replaced with a strongddlylikeO for it!

- And the final result will be that when our heart is properiiarged
to embrace this sonship graceNwe will no longesstraitened in our
own bowelst partaking of itNand instead we will be able to fulfill
PaulOs fatherly exhortation E

16 Wherefore | beseech you, be ye followers of me.
- Now thatOs the issue_of sonship suffeNiagsl while those are tougher

forms of the ailment of beingfraitened in your own bowelthetoughest
forms of the ailmentof all occur when we undergoh® sufferings of Chrisd

- And those are described by Paul ovell i@orinthians 4-6.

- And they are very discomfortingNand they can have serious
intimidating consequences to them that would naturally cause any
person to balk at them without the proper sonship preparation

- But even the toughest form of beisgaitened in your own bowels
can be curedbeginning with us becoming suitably impressed with
the privilege that it is for us to partake tfi®sufferings of Chrisd
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- And partaking of the sufferings of Chri€l is a tremendous privilege
(as well as a sonship grace to us) because our Father has actually
designed (in partaking of them) for us to experience suffeahtise
very same nature as the Lord Jesus Himself experienced!

- We have the ultimate privilegd being able to operate,
therefore, upothe very same kind of effectual working of
GodOs word within us as that which the Lord operated
upon in His sufferings!

- It is the greatest privilege of our sonship education!

- But it is a Ono-holes-barred® full-on, all-out war with the Adversary
and with his policy of evil against us!

- Here we will experience the brunt of SatanOs policy of evil
along with a host of strongly intimidating and discomforting
aspects of it.

- And those are designed to make it so that the OdislikesO of
our heart are very tenacious and difficult to dislodge!

- And the nature of becomirggraitened in our own boweis regard

to thesufferings of Chrisare going to be the toughest forms of it
and it comes as no surprise that the cure for it has much more to it
than any of the previous kinds of bestgaitened in our bowels

- But our Father has mercifully provided for dealing with this
situation, tooNand s@sHe teaches us abouhé)sufferings of

ChristO he also supplies us with a number of very powedihlerly
probings of our heart N and these probings are designed to
pointedly attack the powerful influence that the policy of evil has
upon us, and so work at overcoming the strong OdislikesO that it has
produced.

- So if we are (like the Corinthians)raitened in our own bowetd

partaking of @e sufferings of Chrigt due to the ungodly opinion and
carnal criticisms of unbelievers, or false brethren, then in order to
counteract them and appropriately OenlargeO our heartNwe too need to
benefit from the effectual working ¢if Corinthians 6:14-18 [read].

- Notice there are 5 specific questionsound familiar?) N
whereby God provides for our heart to undergo a very
penetrating analysis!
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- And these 5 questions are not simply rhetorical questions for which
the obvious answer is ONone.O

- Instead they are highly thought-provoking questions, which when
honestly dealt with by us are designed to effectually penetrate our
heart and to work within it in a very special way.

- Because by means of the spediiiied of thinking that they generate

in our minds, they are able to Ocut us to the quick,0 (so to speak), as
they reprove us for foolishly giving heed to the worldly opinions,
estimations, sentiments, reactions, and the like, of ungodly men.

- And those 5 probing questions also rebuke us for allowing the
Adversary to successfully do damage to our sonship lives by
deceiving us and intimidating us into complying with thinking and
living that is completely contrary to the godly aims, goals, and
objectives of our sonship lives.

- So very simply putNwhen we respond honestly to the specific
thinking that each of these 5 questions generates within usNour
Father is able to work in our hearts and not only to reprove us and
rebuke usNbut also toeutralize, nullify , andundo the defiling,
polluting, and damaging influence that ungodly men and the
Adversary have had upon us.

- And therefore, when all tpat has been successfully accomplished, we will
then be able to fulfill PaulOs charge to us in Il Corinthians 7:1 E

1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God. (Il Corinthians 7:1)

- And thatOs a brief survey of what that crippling ailment of stfagened
in your own bowelsNand how itOs cured.

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
- Back to Romans 8:34

- Who is he that condemnetN2ave should now be able to intelligently
understand and appreciate the question as sons who are having our hearts
probed by our Father as to us being our own worst enemy to the success of
our sonship livesNthe sonshigpndemnatiors not a legal condemnation due
to some sins, but the kind of self-condemnation that occurs as a result of
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E opting out of the Osonship gracesO and the kind of havoc that can take upon
our inner manNbecomingvretchedn our mindsNto such a degree that we
would justgive upandquit on our education as sons.

- Any questions there?

- The Remedy:lt is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us.

- We should also now be able to intelligently answer the question of why the
Son Christ) is the issue in this remedy when those times arise that we would
standcondemnedth our own mind.

- Not only is the Son the issue where this OPart BO of us being our own
worst enemy is concernedNbecause the thing thatOs at stake here is
failure in connection with receiving our joint-inheritance gsirat-

heir with ChristN

- But the matter of the Son being the issue in the godly remedy (in
light of QWhat shall we then say to these thir@ss [:28-30]) is in
connection with that Olink® in our FatherOs Ochain of provision®
whereby Hepredestinated us to be conformed to the image of his
Son.

- And all those Osonship gracesO we have the opportunity to participate
inNall have to do with us beingonformed to the image of Christ.

- Now letOs conclude the godly remedy of (:34) N
- Notice the progressive development of the 4 things mentioned:

1) Itis Christ that died,

2) yea rather, that is risen again,

3) who is even at the right hand of God,
4) who also maketh intercession for us.

- All 4 of those things are things about the Lord Jesus CARSER
His earthly ministry was concluded!

- Therefore, what our~Father i§ having us view is the LordOs
propitiatory sacrifice Nand HeOs driving at getting us to look at this
final thingHe mentions in connection with it: Heaketh intercession
for us.
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- In the progressive development—the first 2 are pretty easy to grasp,
but the sense & sequence of them are leading our thinking to a very
critical issue that makes us recognize the power and capacity of the
godly remedy to effectually work in our inner man so that we will
never find ourselves in a position when we’d be condemnedh our
own mind and become wretched in our thinking and just quit.

- Itis Christ that died(Calvary), yea rather(an older
English expression that is used to introduce a phrase far more
stronger and more emphatic than that immediately preceding
it) that is risen again(and then we get taken to this issue of
something that happened to the risen Christ) who is even at
the right hand of God E

- What is it about that phrase (who is even at the right hand of God
that is important to us—and to all this kind of sonship condemnation
and the godly remedy for it—that would end up with us intelligently
answering the probing question correctly: “No one.”???

- Where does that phrase take your thinking?
(Where in God’s word?)

- There is something very particular that our Father wants us to look
at concerning the death (and especially) the resurrection of His Son.

- Something that it took the first 2 steps in this sense &
sequence to arrive at ...

- (And He does it this way because you can look at
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in
a whole bunch of ways—because His redemptive
work on the cross accomplished a whole bunch of
things—but here He goes step-by-step for a very
particular reason—and wants our thinking in a very
particular position in order to fully grasp the remedy)

- So, again, what is it about Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again,who is even at the right hand of Gdd what is it about Him
being “at the right hand of Gdtkthat would ‘click’ in our thinking,

or make a connection in our thinking with the context here in Romans
8:347?

- Any ideas???
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- What is that phrase describing about Christ?
- Psalm 2: (:6-8)

- When Christ was risen, He was, (as a Splagedas a Son in
connection with His successful completion of His sonship life and
sonship education and sonship vocational trainingNHe was placed
as a Son (with all that behind Him) in connection with His inheritance
and His function in the final phases of His FatherOs business!

- This describes the fact that HeOs already receivagtdtimtion as

a SonNand thatOs a critical issue to us because that means that HeOs
already experienced all of those sonship gisEksparticipated in

all of themNeven the most dangerous onesNeven the most searing,
turmoil-producing ones (that can produce such stress and turmoil in
our inner man) and HeOs successfully withstood them all!

- And because of His successful sonship life (culminating in His
death, burial, and resurrection) N because of that, and in connection
with that, God his Father has given Him his sonship promotion

- And there is a prophetaspect of thatNso that when He lived His
sonship life, and fulfilled that last aspect of His sonship life on this
earthNwhich was to function so as to fulfill the 1st Mandate of the
Davidic Covenant (the Redeemer & His redemption) N and then He
was raised from the deadNHe sat down at His Fathes@siand N

and then just as Psa. 2 says, the Father said to Hiow art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee N and thatOs His promotion as a son!

- And being promoted as a Son, HeOs now in the position to begin to
function in connection with Himheritance

- And thatOs important to us because when we need a godly remedy
for beingcondemned as a son in our sonship lifeNespecially in
connection with the Part (part B) that has us being our own worst
enemy to the point where it would jeopardize juz-inheritance

with Christ N it immediately connects us with Christ as the One who
has successfully completed His sonship life on earth, and more than
that as the One who is now promotedhe position where He now
functioning in connection with His inheritanceNso therefore HeOs
the ONLY one who has the ability and capacity to HELP us when we
foolishly opt out of those sonship graces and assume that by doing so,
weOreondemned from ever receiving our joint-inheritance with Him!
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- But E as | said, this is prophetio whatOs going to happen in GodOs
program with Israel N however, God suspended His program with
Israel and revealedscretpurpose He has in Chriéin connection

with His accomplishments at Calvary and on through His receiving
His sonship promotion ash® Chris© N and God revealed the
provision He made for being able to delitlee creaturdrom the
bondage of corruptiofnot just the earth).

- And now in this dispensation of grace is where God has been
making that knownNand the heir-ship of the Son that is now in
function is His heir-ship in connection withe creaturé

- And thatOs what we now have participation with in this dispensation
of grace! (And that sets our thinking in the proper position to think

of Him in His sonship promotion as One who has the capacity to
HELP us in connection with the very same kind of things He went
through [successfully] when weQre confronted with these sonship
graces that are designedctinform us to His imadje

-We donf)have the possibility of becomingint-heirswith
Him as OKing of kings, and Lord of lordsO on this earthN
(thatOs the prophetic program) - (thatOs for the sonOs of
Israel).

- Therefore that phrasavho is even at the right hand of Gyttiat

is designed to put our thinking in the position God wants it in, in
order to bring up that last phrase that containbétfgwe need to
haveNand ever rely on that helpNto remedy aondemning mind
when weOve stupidly opted out of participating in the sonship graces
that wouldconform us to His imade

- Now, thatOs not the full remedyN(the final phrase contains the full
remedy) N but that gets us (properly gets us) to the point where we
can have generated some things in our thinking that makes the godly
remedy thgpowerful andeffectual thing that it is!

- | mentioned that Christ Osat downO at Guigttdsand\

and that issue of beirag the right hand of Goi$ in our
passageNand that should have made you think of another
familiar passage where that gets declaredNand again itOs
done in connection with ChristOs sonship promotion

-Psalm 110:1-3N (see KeithOs Quarterly article) [2nd/2009]
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- And this (this 3rd phrase especially) - this is why, when all of the
information youOve gone through throughout all of your sonship
establishment (from Rom. 8:16 on) N this 3rd phrase of this 4th
probing question really brings to your attention that this isnOt just
talking about a Odoctrinal remedyO E BUT ITOS A REMEDY
CONTAINED IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST@JTITUDE KN

itOs setting our thinking upon a particalttitude that the Lord has as
anheir, HimselfNone that becomesur remedyN(just as the attitude
of the Father was the remedy in the 3rd probing question)!

- And thatattitude (of viewing things the same wagnd with the

same attitude of Christ Himself) N that attitutfeat you are to have

as a son as wellNmakes it so that you have the exact attitude of the
Son as His FatherOs heir and you bejomgheir with HimNand itOs

that attitudethat makes it so that youQOre able to realize that HeOs not
mad, HeOs not thrown for a loop, HeOs not giving up on you, HeOs not
looking at you as a failure, HeOs not Othrowing in the towelO .. or
anything along those lines at allNfar from it! God forbid!

- Rather, HeOs alwayat Be readyO to go to work for youNin your
steadNand makéntercessiorfor you to the Father!

- You see, thatf)s not a remedy that can be produced_
academically N thatOs something that requirestatudeN
(an attituddrom the SonOs point-perspectiyé!

- So we have for the 4th probing questiditho is he that condemnettize
godly remedyNand that remedy comes to us in these 4 steps (so to speak):

1ISI It is Christ that died2N yea rather, that is risen again,
3N who is even at the right hand of God,

- And that 3rd step gets us thinking about the Lord Jesus
Christ strictly in connection with His sonshipnd more

than that, in connection with his sonship promotierGodOs
Son who has received the reward of His inheritanceNand
now that inheritanceNbecause of the revelation of the
mysteryand this present dispensation of graceNthat
inheritance specifically has to do with ttreatureand the
function of the intelligentsiaNand the ruling and governing
and managing of the creature by Himself as the OheadO of the
new creature of the church, the body of ChristNwith us being
joint-heirswith Him functioning in all those operations of it.
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- Therefore the 3rd phrase of (:34) Rlwho is even at the right

hand of God, EN is a critical OstepO because it actyakypares

your thinking for the OpunchO of the core-issue of the godly remedy
to OclickO in your thinkingNand to attach itself to your thinking and

to your inner manNso that you®@kver forget itBand so that youOll

have it ever ready Oat-handO to rely upon and to act upon when those
times occur in your sonship life where you would becooremned

in your own thinking as your own worst enemy to the success of

your sonship life.

- And this means that when it comes to the issue of (and the very
real possibility o) you failing to receive yoypbint-inheritancewith

Christ in the governing/ruling aspects of the creatureNChrist Himself
is the natural One who would have something to say about itNand
the natural One who could have any thing to do about itNand to
provide a remedy for us about itNbecause HeOs the One who is now
in possession of His inheritance in connection with the creatureOs
governmental/ruling/intelligentsia structure!

- So if there is a remedy to our sonship condemnationNHeOs the One
who can provide it! (And theligs a remedy that Hdoesprovided)

- So with all those proper and necessary steps behind usNwe can now look at
that godly remedy to sonship condemnatittris Christ, E who also maketh
intercession for us.

- Now this is one of those areas where we can easily get lostNand
more importantly, we can easily miss out on the effectual working of
this godly remedy:if we look at this issue of ChristOstercession

as a_doctrine(a category of doctrine)!

- Because the doctring ChristOmtercessioflor the facts
of itNor the detailsof itNtotally missesthe point of how it
remedies our sonship condemnation!

- The godly remedy isnOt in the facts or doctrine of ChristOs
intercessiorworkNthe godly remedy is in the Lord Jesus ChristOs
ATTITUDE as He goes aboutaking intercession for us

- So letOs remind ourselves of what weOve already come to understand
and appreciate about this issue of Chriaking intercession for us
in connection with us beingpbndemnedh our own minds as sons.
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- Remember to make sure that youOve got in your thinking that: OPart
OBO of this 4th probing question Olinks® up with that issue in our
FatherOs Ochain of provisionO in (:29-30) with the issue of us being
predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son

- And youOve also got to keep in mind that what constitutes
condemnatiofere as your own worst enemy is when you choose to
Oopt outd of those Osonship gracesO that are designed to conform you
to the image of Christ.

- And thirdly, you have to keep in mind that whatOs at stake here if
you do fail in your sonship life in this regardNis that you wonOt
receive the reward of yoywint-inheritance with Chrisin the
governing and ruling structure of the creature.

- So when we experience the kindsofnship condemnatidhat is

in view in (:34) - to where we would becomeetchedn our own
mind and therefore quéind_give upn our sonship educationNthe
godly remedy for that is (that ihe coreelementof the godly
remedy is):|t is Christ E who also maketmtercessiorfor us.

- Now since Haliedso you could beonformed to his imagand

wasraised from the deadnd isat the FatherOs right haad a Son

who has received his sonship promotionNand along with that, his
sonship inheritance to be the Ohead® of the new creature of the church,
the body of ChristNHe, therefore, is in the positiomiake

intercession for yoin connection with each one of those things that
youOre failing and that youOre refusing to participajeird that

youOQre balking ldbecauseall those are things that pertain to you

being conformedto Him!

- Those are all issues of you going through the very same kind
of things that He went through in His sonship!life

- And because they are of that natureNHe can come along and go to
your Father in connection with each of those theungd adequately
describe the difficulty that there is in that sonship grace or

privilege or opportunity!

- (Not that He has to persuade the Father of itNor make Him
aware of itNor anything along those linesNbut the issue is
that they can have communion & fellowship about it!)
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- And thatOs important because coming out of that communion &
fellowship is that there@gmpathy on both of their parts in

connection with when we do faill N (They donOt come along and
say, OAw, you stupid son! WhatOs the matter with you? You might
as well just give up and go away and eat worms!0)

- NO! There is with the Father and with the Son, the issue of
genuine(godly) sympathy andgenuine(godly) empathy for us!

- And the reason thatOs important is that what comes out of that
godly sympathy & empathy is the issueeotouragementrom

both of them for us to GO ON N and to go back and get those
participation opportunities and grab on to them and, instead of opting
out of themNparticipatén them, and functiom them, and get the
wisdom and the experience and skill-development that they are
designed to give us that wdbnform us to the image of Chtist

- And that encouragemeistthereNand more than thateither the
Father nor the Son is going to come along and think one bit less
of us!

- Because the issue with them is that thegectus to go
back N andencourageus to go back and get all that we
needNand then go on, and keep going on!

- And so thaintercessionisnOt a legattercession at allN(because
the legal aspect of us being our own worst enemy has already been
taken care of in [:33]).

- Thisintercessioris theintercessiorof encouragemeniand the
intercessiorof help!

- And therefore we have no right (so to speak) to come to our Father
when those kind of condemning-producing failures occur in our
sonship life with our Otail between our legsO - and be pessimistic and
wretched in our thinkingNafraid our Father is going to ridicule us or
chew us out or Oskin us aliveO (hide us) - or anything along those
lines!

- Now thatOs basically what weOve talked about beforeNa few lessons ago,
but you still may not have this core element of Christ@sessiorfor us
Oclicking® in your thinkingNor making the impact upon you to the degree you
would like (or that you know it should be making).



Romans 8:14-39 Page 1081

- And one reason for that is probably because youOre Ohung upO on that word:
intercession N and perhaps there is something youOre trying to assume or
impose upon that word that, in your thinking, just doesnOt fitNor just doesnOt
give you the OpunchO of the effectual working of why thatOs the remedy for this
kind of sonship condemnation.

- And this is where doing a Oword-studyO from the Ooriginal GreekO
isnOt going to help you at allNI know, because IOve done it!

- But there is something about our English wiortdrcedethat makes
it the most excellent choice of words.

- What does it mean taterced®

- (Usually, the most common way itOs thought about is in a
legal senseNas a lawyer who Ostands inO for us in a court
room case.)

- It means to be a Ogo-betweenO N to put oneself in the
position of acting on anotherOs behalf.

- But there is a shade of meaning that the vilmi@rcedehas that

isnOthe most common way itOs normally thought ofNand that

shade of meaning has a great bearing on the power or OpunchO that
this godly remedy is to have upon our inner man.

- And what IOm after here is that when one acts m$esnessorfor
anotherNin doing sohe becomes a suretfor that one who he is
intercedingfor!

- So then the question becomes: What in the world $sieet?0

- Surety= a condition of being sure; safe & secure from
danger or from an enemy; the condition of being beyond
doubt; a certainty.

- Suretyis the certainty of an end or a result aimed atNin
order to make sure of or ensure something.

- Suretyis a formal engagement entered in to, a pledge, bond,
guarantee, or security given for the fulfilment of an
undertakingNa bond entered into for the maintenance of
peace between parties.
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- Therefore when God the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) functions in
those times when we experience sonsbipdemnatioin connection
with our possible failure to receive gomt-inheritance with Christ
and Hemaketh intercession for iéthat intercessiorHeOs doing is
actually providing for (by His actions in our behalf) for gint-
inheritanceto besafe & securefrom usasour own worst enenty

- By His workNand by Hisattitude in doing that workNHeOs
making a certainty of the end or result aimed at (which is our
successful sonship life and gamt-inheritancewith Him)!

- And in doing so HeOs maintaining the peace between us and our
FatherNand from that fellowship & communion with Him, instead
of our Father being mad at us, or OhidingO us, or giving up on usN
far from that, and to the contrary, both the Father and the Son are
actuallyencouragingus to get up, dust off, and go on and get those
sonship graces and participate in them for our benefit of being
conformed to the image of Chtist

- Therefore, itOs from that less common shade of meaning of what
makingintercessioris all aboutNthat comes the godly remedy:

and itOs a remedy thatOs based upon and rooted (not in the academic
understanding of ChristOs intercession for us), but iattitisde as

our intercessor

- When we Oopt outO of those sonship graces and all that toll
that that takes upon our inner man comes crashing down upon
usNso that we would (if something didnOt happen to prevent
it) - it would cause us to becormendemnech our own mind

to the point of being saretchedveOd be convinced to just

quit and give up on going on in our sonship education N we,
instead, have this godly, gracious remedy:

- The Lord Jesus Christtercedes for uSand provides for

a fellowship & communion between Him and His Father so
thatNfar from us ever losing oyoin-inheritancewith
HimNboth He and His Father sympathize and empathize
with us, and encouragement comes from the curriculum to us
that effectually works to make us not quit and not give up,
but to keep on going and get those sonship graces &
privileges and get our Otable of likes and dislikesO matching
up with theirs and therefore joyfully participate in themN
even in those that would be the most severe and the most
horrifying to us, naturally!
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- So therefore when it comes to the issue of our enemies to our sonship life;
and especially with us being our own worst enemy, we have the 3rd and 4th
probing questions:

- Part ANRomans 8:33 )
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs elect? It is God
that justifieth.

Answerto Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodOs
elect?N In light of the godly remedy, No one, not even me
as my own worst enemy!

- Part BNRomans 8:34

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us.

Answerto Who is he that condemnetN2n light of the
godly remedy, No one, not even me, myself as my own
worst enemy!

- And just to once again underscore the issueNyou canOt answer
these questions by simple logicNor by systematic theologyNor by
theology at all N but you have to answer these questions with real
sonship intelligence!! (By thattitude of the Father and by the
attitude of the SonNyou have to see yourself from their point-
perspective!)

-wHAT CONFIDENCE THAT PRODUCES IN YOU!!!

- That should take us to the final, 5th probing questionNbut before we go
there, are there any questions with the first 4?

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Probing Question #5:

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us.
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- The final series of the last 3 probing questions (questions 3, 4, & 5) are all
confronting us with ouenemiego our successful sonship life.

- And N since weOre dealing with teeurcesof the problems weOre
going to encounter that would seek to cause us to become failures in
our sonship life and cause us to doubt and lose confidence in and
therefore not operate upon the truth of Romans 8:28 N when it comes
to our enemies: there are only 2 enemies weOll have to face.

- The first, being ourselves as our own worst enemyNand it takes

2 probing questions to fully root out any/all problems we have in our
heart in connection with ourselves as our own enemy to our sonship
livesNand that takes care of the 3rd & 4th probing questions.
(Romans 8:33 & 34)

- And now we come to our other enemy to the success of our sonship
lives: Satan himself, the Adversary N and the final 5th probing
guestion is going to deal with him and whatche andwill do to you

in order to get you to quénd_give umand_failin your sonship life.
(Romans 8:35-37)

- Basic structure of (:35-37) N
- Obviously, we have the probing question given in (:35).

- Even though you have 2 question marks, itOs only 1 question
thatOs being asked.

- According to the English rules of punctuation, a
guestion mark can be used after onpast of a

whole question when you want the reader to pause
and contemplate one part of the question first, and
then the remainder of the question lastNbut at the
same time, you want the reader to understand that
the both parts are supposed to be linked and
connected together to form one complete question.

- And then we have the godly remedy given in (:36-37).

-And there are 2 verses to itNand there are 2 sentences to it
N and there are 2 parts to the godly remedy:

- Part A: Quotation from Psalm 44;
- Part B: The concluding godly remedy based upon the
effectual working of the quotation from the 44th Psalm.
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- And, obviously, this is the most lengthy of the godly remediesNand
therefore itOs the magvolved of all the godly remedies.

- And in the sense & sequence of the 5 probing questions, (and the
progressive developmental order of them) - this one is the most
personalof them allNand it is the mostmotionally chargedone of
them all!

- Here our Father makes His deepest Ocutd with the scalpel of His
word into our heartNand since this final probing question realtpés
most involvedquestion andnost involved godly remedit, above

all the others, is designed to make deepest inroadsnto our heart

and to make thdeepest impacupon our inner manNand itOs
designed to produce some of the most profound, far-reaching, and
sobering thinking that weOve done as sons so far in our sonship life!

- This is the only one of the 5 probing questions that actually
lists for us the actual, identifiable things that we are sure to
face in regard to our Oother enemyO to our sonship lives.

- Therefore this is the most serious and most severe of all of the 5
probing questionsNand it is, (by design), intended to Otouch a nerve®
(so to speak) in your heart and cause some sober thinking and some
serious responses from you as a son to this sonship life unto which
youOve been called.

- And this is the final probing of your heartNwhere, by means of this
5th probing question, our Father is going to expose any snag, or
obstacle, or hindrance, or impediment thatOs in your heart that would
cause you problems in your sonship lifeNand unless those get
exposed and remedied and dismissed from your heart, you would end
up getting into a situation or circumstance that would have you
quitting and giving up on your sonship education.

- But the designed purpose of this 5th probing question is, (just like

all the other 4) - to probe your heart and get you to intelligently face
what the probing question is asking (with real sonship intelligence) -
and then, once itOs exposed any and all problems in your heart by its
effectual working, to then intelligently perceive the godly remedy in
order to arrive at the point where any & all the Oheart problemsO have
been dealt with and dismissedNand replace those problems with the
effectual working of the godly remedy in order to finally arrive at the
correct answer to the question with real sonship intelligence.
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- The truth of the matter isNsince this is tfieal probing question in
your sonship establishmentNreally, as far as yloeart(yourinner

man) is concernedNand the kind of adjustments your Father wants to
make in your heartNand the kind of attitudes He wants to produce in
your heartNthe truth is, by the time you get to the end of this 5th
probing question, outside of some additional and necessary
information you have to have in chapters 9, 10, & 11 that deals with
you properly @erceiving your words of understand@ddor this
dispensation of grace in which you liveNaside from that, after this
question has done its jobNyou should be ready to face that biggest
sonship checkpoint youOve faced so farNout there in Romans 12:1-3,
where youOre going tprésent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable se@ice.

- Simply put, by the time we get finished with this 5th
probing question, your heart (inner man) shoulgpédected
as to all that sonship establishment is designed to do to it!

- You can then say that you are a properly oriented and
properly established son of God your Heavenly Father!

- And thatOs something to celebrate!!!

- And with the accomplishment of this 5th probing question doing its
job in your heartNyou should have had take place in you all of the
adjustments to your attitude, and all of the producing of your FatherOs
attitude, and the producing of God the SonQOs attitude in you so that
thosegodly attitudesandgodly virtues of sonship confidence
assurangeand_convictiorhave produced a level of commitménit

your sonship education and edification whergby will never

abandon the curriculum for your sonship education, nanatter

what!

- In short, a fullpersuasiorwill have taken place, where you
will be able to say, along with the apostle Pakibr® am
persuaded EO

- Now the first part of the 5th probing question is going to be one of the most
challenging aspects to the entire final probing issueNdue to the fact that a
major assumptionis made about it wherelaymajor and common_mistake

is made concerninjgst exactly what it is asking N but on the other hand,

it is a simple questionNand just like the previous 4 questions, the answer to
this 5th question is quite easy to correctly come up with N
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- (1st Part)Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

- (Not, @vhatshall separate us from the love of CHRitike
the dishonest New Schofield Reference Bible changed the
word to say!)

- And the correct answer to the 5th probing question is:
No one N but in order to answer that, you have to clearly
understand and appreciate what this question is asking
within the context of sonship establishme¥ibut on top of
that, you have to clearly understand and apprewaiayethe
information contained in the godly remedy of (:3§-@buld
make it so that we would answeN@on® with realgenuine
sonship intelligencé

- OWhoO E N identifying who theWhois:

- When it comes to the issue of dealing with thestad@ questionsN
and you recognize by the nature of how our Father asks us these 3
AWVha) questionsNyou realize that what HeOs after is to bring to our
attention the fact that weOre going to have to face some determined
opposition and resistance to the success of our sonstiaditethat
opposition and resistance is going to be brought upon us by our
enemiesto our sonship lifeNand after dealing with ourselves, there
really is only one other enentlyat has declared his open opposition

to us as GodOs sonsNand that is Satan himself!

- Even though you could talk about a whole bunch of things

that could be talked about as our enemy, (viz., the course of
this world, religion, other ungodly powers, etc.) N really they
all fall under the umbrella of that one Adversary.

- And when youwdo turn your attention to having to deal with the

enemies to the success of your sonship lifeNafter you have dealt with
yourself as your own worst enemyNby simple process of elimination,
there really is onlpne other enemyyou canthink ofNand when you

do think of that enemy, there is a particulharactefa Qvha)) that

you can think of that would do anything and everything in his power

to trip you up and throw a Omonkey wrenchO in the works (so to speak)
of your sonship life: that Adversary, Satan himself!

- But we want to make sure that weOre not just guessing at who the
QVh) is in (:35) - and while a simple process of elimination does
provide us with an answer, we donOt have to Ohang our hatO on just
that alone.
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- Actually, there has been enough said to you already, throughout
your sonship orientationand yoursonship establishmenthat

makes it so that you realize and recognize thatyegoing to have
to deal with this enemy of Satan, the Adversary!

- In sonship orientatioyiou were made aware (back in those
exhortations in the book of Proverbs) that as a son, youQOre
going to face botkhe evil mar(the wisdom & ungodly evil

of this world) andhe strange womagSatanOs own Policy of
Evil, with emphasis upon using false doctrine and corrupted
doctrine within the world of Christianity itself) - again, while
not exactly the description of the Adversary, per se, they do
fall under the umbrella of Satan and what he can do to you to
Otrip you up.®

- And in sonship establishmeywuOve already been made
aware that in order to receive the reward of your inheritance
as gjoint-heir with Christ youOre going to havedfferwith
HimNand along with that you were taught about the
privilege of laboring with your Father in His business of
delivering the creature from the bondage of corrugtitand
those expressions lildeliver, bondagecorruption liberty;
as well as that issue of beisgvedby hope N all that
terminology began generating in your thinking that this is
going to be dight Nmaybe even avarNand if youOre
engaged in a fight/war, then you definitely haveenemy

in view!

- But even thatOs not the only reason why we can safely say that the
AVhd) in (:35) is the AdversaryNbecause both the rest of the probing
guestion (the 7 things listed in the 2nd Part) as well as the 1st part of
the godly remedy in (:36) - [the quotation from the 44th Psalm] N
clearly indicates to us that th&¥®d) is a character that we can Oput
our finger onO (so to speak) - and that is none other than Satan
himself.

- Therefore in light of all of this, my understanding is that itOs safe to
say that the\WhaD of this final probing question that deals with our
only other enemy to the success of our sonship life is our common
Adversary (common to us and to our Father and to His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ), Satan himself.

- Now if that clear, letOs go one and get an intelligent understanding and
appreciation of just what this 1st part of the 5th probing question is asking!
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35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

- Now | realize that IOve already said some things about this question that has
biased your thinking in connection with it.

- Because | know that IOve said that this isnOt talking about what most Bible
teachers and Bible commentary writers say it meansNbut that it means this
other thing that IOve said before.

- And 101l tell you right nowNthat what I0ve said that this queistion
talking aboutNeven though itOs not wrongNit has to be said a whole
lot better than IOve ever said it before! (in other words, what 1Qve said
about it up to now is NOT nearly good enough!)

- But firstNwhat is your understanding of this question?

- Or maybe I should ask, what is the most common way in which this
question is handled by most folks? N (also in connection with the
similar passage in [:3% shall be able to separate us from the love

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Most commonly, this opening question of Romans 8:25 is handled by saying
something along the lines ofNthis is talking about ChristOs great love for usN
that is, the vergttribute of ChristOs love (or thagtribute of GodOs love) for
us.
- And usually some appeal is made to John Fbt6 God so loved
the world, E) - or to a host of other verses that indidawlOs
unconditional lovefor usNand that it is so strong and so powerful
that nothing we could ever face (even all the junk that life brings our
wayNand all the really bad stuff) that could ever happen to usNeven
in the midst of all that, weOre supposed to remember that OGod loves
you!O
- We may not know why all this crap happened to usNbut
OFarther AlongO weOll know all about itNand Oln The Sweet,
By and ByO weOll understand why E and a whole bunch of
ways most Bible teachers try to salve hurting souls with a
bunch of nonsense, unscriptural, doctrinally corrupted songs!

- Worse yetNthis passageN(Romans 8:35-39) is often used as a
Oproof textO for the doctrine of our eternal securityN(it often gets
cited in many ODoctrinal StatementO or OStatements of FaithO as
proof of our eternally secure status once weOve been justified unto
eternal life).
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- And these erroneous ideas of what beaiegarated from
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- 10m not saying that once you get past Romans 5, God never
has any reason to talk about His love for usb or ChristOs love
for usNor to further develop or amplify on that issueN

because there are a whole bunch of times when God does,
indeed talk to us about His love for us.

- But | am saying that God has no need to come along and

tell us that we ever have tear for His love for us to be

taken away from us by circumstances or situations that we
may face in lifeNor that this IOve of Christ/love of Gdd is

the same thing as talking about our eternally secure status

as justified saints who are permanently Oat-one® with Him, but
that permanenia®one-mer® could be somehow in jeopardy

and in need of improvement in our thinking or in need of
further OsettlingO in our thinking in light of lifeOs hardships!

- NowNdoes that make sense? do you see that?

- Do you see how, if thatOs the case, it just doesnOt fit with the context
of sonship establishmentNor with the sense & sequence to these 5
probing questions if thatOs the way you take it?

- Because if you make that assumption, you have to Ojump
shipO from this contextNand force this to revisit a context and
a doctrine that has already been fully developed and fully
settled!

- Not to mention the fact that it doesnOt answer to the

Ocontrolling questionO of (:3Wfhat shall we then

say to these thingss [:28-30]).

- So do we have any problem settling our thinking on what this
questionWho shall separate us from the love of ChristROT
talking about?

- Well then, the next logical thing to do is to find out just exactly wHat it
sayingNand to make sure that we@reciseandaccuratein our
understanding and appreciation for what it is saying.

NNote to self: N ) )
- {At this pointNmake sure (if you already havenOt) that youOve summed up
the way in which | said what thiso@e of ChrisDis talking about.}

- On those occasions in which | have said some things about this
question, | said that when it comes to wha talking aboutN
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E is that, instead of talking about ChristOs divine attribute of
unconditional lovdor us, rather, itQke love of Chrisin the sense

of alovethat Christ has for somethingNor something that Christ

loves that could be called Othe love of His lifed (so to speak) N or Othe
thing that Christ lovesO N which is the issue of the sonship life

- And what this phrastne love of Chrisis talking about is actually
the sonship life, itself.

- Therefore, beingeparatedrom the love of Christs talking about
the possibility of being separated from the sonship life.

- And there really is a\hadD (Satan, the Adversary) who is
going to be able to do a whole bunch of things that, if he can
do it, will result inseparatingyou from your sonship life,
which is the thinghat Christ, Himselfloves

- (Does that about sum up what IOve said in the past?)

- Well, my understanding is thatNwhen it comes to taking this phrase to be
far different (even radically different) from how itOs commonly takenNyou
have to be far morgrecisethan that (and far moccuratethan that) - and

in fact, thatOs simply not good enough to fully settle the matter in your own
mind.

- And while it may be that what 1Ove said isnOt entirely wrong or
anything like thatNat the same time, when youOre first trying to get
a grip on this issueNthe truth is, describing it that way E just isnOt
very satisfying (so to speak) - thatOs just not very convincing

- So what | want to do now is to pick up with the issue that weOve been able to
honestly handle about this phraseNand to have come to have settled our
thinking uponN which is the fact that by an honest handling of this passage,
weOve determined (Biblically determined) thatniedalking about ChristOs

(or GodOs) divine attribute of unconditional ltareusNand then, letOs just

kind of Oerase the blackboardsO of our minds and not think at all about what
weOve said it does meanNbut now lets go ahead and, by continuing to deal
honestly with the text (and the context), letOs build our understanding and
appreciation upon that, and come to a Biblical conclusion of wheatisely,

it doesmean.

- And again, this is an issue that you simply have to have a good
measure of satisfaction or convincement aboutNsimply because
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E whenever youOre dealing with @e@elopmental doctring - (and
thatOs whatOs going on hereNyouOre dealing with a doctrine which is
developingNit has a progressive developmetotit) - and not all of

the information God gives us is designed to develop somethingNbut
this isN and everything thatOs going on in sonship orientation and
sonship establishment (hence, everything from Romans 8:14-39) has
developmentinvolved in it N

N and it has developmerihvolved on a conceptual basis in

connection with all of the issues that are being brought upNand it has
developmenin regard to the numerous issues that are being dealt with
in that they are designed to build upon one another, and progress, and
come in a certain sense & sequence.

- And the tendency in peopleOs thinking is that when they arenOt used
to, and donOt have much experience with, or donOt have much of a
frame of reference for a developmental body of information (or
layering of information) that produces certain Omind setsO and certain
thought patterns, and certain convincements and certain persuasions
of mind N when your not used to doing that, most folks have a
tendency not to let the context in which something is being said
always be the determining factor as to how an expression or a

phrase is to be taken!

- And that expression in Romans 8:88(love of Chrigt- because it
canmean ChristOs lof@r us, in a certain contextNand has been
used that wayNjust like the love of God can be ugedus in the
gospel of Christ N the tendency is to have that be the first thing that
comes to your mind.

- And because of thatNthereOs almost tiaisiral resistancethat
people have, to not let you come along and tell them that that
expression isnOt referring to that very thing.

- 1tOs almost like they immediately think that $&dsilegious
to think otherwise!

- And reallyNfor us N or rather, for me N this is one of those places
that, because of the nature of tiévelopmental stylef God our

Father presenting this information to us N this is really one of those
places where IOm going to find out just how well things have gone
with your understanding and appreciation of things up to this point!
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- And, (just like | found out about myself), we may find that you have
some areas that did not get fully settled, or fully clarified, or fully
thought outNin matters that either pertain to sonship orientation or
sonship establishmentN previous to this.

- And IOm carefully going over all this this wayNbecause this is a
very sensitive point& because this is a very sensitive expression) -
and something like this is going to have to rely heavily upon how
well these type things have been going in your thinkingNand this is a
classic point at which you can get an indication as to how well the
context in which everything is taking place here (in sonship
orientation/sonship establishment), how well its gripped your mind.

E and how well everything in this context has come to form
the basic OfabricO (so to speak) of all that your thinking is
going to be from this point onNand through the rest of your
OChristianO life.

- And, as you well know, sonship is the OcapstoneO of our sanctified
livesNand our sanctification is designed, by the nature of what it is,
to materially affect the way in which we think about every detail of
our lifeNffrom the moment we become aware that weOre not just
justified unto eternal life having believed the gospel of Christ; but

we are sanctified unto functional life.

- Sanctification doesnOt exist Oin a closetO N we donOt live it Oin a
closetO N itOs not a Obottledd concept or a compartment of doctrine
that we just Oput on a shelf® (so to speak) - and then take it out on
occasions when we want to utilize it.

- And one of the very first things you learn (back in ch. 6) is the fact
that youOve got a brand-nielentity Oin ChristO - youOre no longer
who you used to be

- And itOs not an issue of getting a new set of~clothe§Nand putting
them on and taking them off when we want toNbut itOs the issue of
your whole beingNyouOre not who you used to be.

- And throughout the entire scope of the doctrine of our sanctification,
(from Romans 6:1-8:39) - there is a complete re-working & re-
vamping of our understanding and appreciation of ourselves in
connection with who we are Oin the Lord Jesus ChristO, being
sanctified by our Father (through the baptism of the Holy Spirit).
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- And when sonship comes along and gets put on the OcapstoneO of our
sanctificationNand itOs put on top of the issue of beeay to sirandalive

unto Godin righteousness, and beingervant of righteousnessid no long a
servant of sin, andearing fruit unto holinesand no longer bearing fruit unto
deathNsonship becomes therefore the channel and the avenue through which
we live our sanctified livesNweOre going to live it as the sons of God who are
training & preparing for a vocation that He has for us in His business.

- And what IOm stressing here is that all of that starts off as (more or less) as
an academic conceptNbut as you go along in it, you get that initial euphoria
concerning being adopted as a son, but then that euphoria gets replaced by
some real soberness of thinkingNand that sober thinking is supposed to then
startspreadingthroughout your mindNand it becomes more and more
pervasiveNand you find it affecting your thoughts more and more, just like
itOs designed to do.

- Now, while it may seem that IOve gone far a-field of what weOre after here,
IOm notNbecause you have to realize that, in general, the kind of thing that
you need to realize is how (over a period of time) all this doctrine has affected
your perspective, your mind-set, your attitude (equal to that of God the Father
and equal to that of the Lord Jesus Christ) and has gotten established in youN
and you realize what it took in all those components of sonship establishment
to produce that full-blown attitudeNand you need thatNas well as, you need a
perspective, an outlook, a viewpoint, and so on and so forth.

- And the more and more they do their jobNand the more they do their
effectual work in your heartNthe more they have an aftgmin whatOs

being said in this contexiand therefore whatOs being said more and more
becomegperceived and interpretedby this context

- And to bring it back to where we are in (:35) - this is going to serve as a kind
of a test (so to speak) of just how well all those things are going in your heart.

- And 10m saying all thatNto say that when it comes to this expretbgion

love of ChrisiitOs not at all uncommon for you to first of all read that and to
think of that most common way in which most people think of itNand thatOs
not wrong, in fact, thatOs to be expectedNbecause that genitive expression
should have an initial response to the most common and most expected
meaning to an expression like that.

- But what I0Om after is that the context here (and all that progressive
developmental nature of the information youOve received from way back at the
beginning of your sanctified position in Christ) - really, the normal thing is



E that you would almost by reflex action, think about that most normal way
that expression is commonly thought aboutNbut then, if all has gone well

with youRNthat thinking should get OarrestedO (so to speak) by the context and
sober thinking you have as a sonNand by how your thinking has been
transitioned over to thinking as a sonN and because of that, you should stop
short of that and realize that thatOs not whatOs going on here at allNbecause
that is incompatible with whatOs been generated in your heart by means of the
context of the entirety of your sanctified life in ChristNand more specifically,

by those things that have now spread their way into so many recesses of your
heart that you have come to understand and appreciate since you were
oriented as a son, and even more specifically, as you have gone through
sonship establishment.

- And what IO&m saying in all that is that simply putNwhen you first read in
(:35)
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- And my point, once again in all this isNthat if everything has been going
well in your understandingNthe truth of the matter is, by the time you get
down here and are dealing with this 5th probing question of (:35) - when the
question comes ug/ho shall separate us from the love of Christ@ven

without any prompting, and even though you would tend to think at first that
this is talking about ChristOs love for youNthe control of the context over
every word and phraseN and the context that regulates every thought you
think in connection with every word and phraseNall that would cause you to
realize that, Ok, IOm now involved, as a #oloving things that the Father
and the Son have been telling me about in my sonship orientation/
establishmenthat they love

- And the issue in connection with succesgour sonship livingN(as far as

the Adversary is concerned) - and as far as this other area of resistance and
opposition that there could be to you being successful to live your sonship
lifeNand attain all of the aims, goals, and objectives that there are to itNin
connection with this other area of resistance & oppositiba:only thing

thatOs lefthat it could work on (and it could work in) would be to make it

so that you would lose youtove for the same things the Father and the
Sonlovel

- And :[herefore that would make it so that you no looree what Christ
lovesNand no longetovewhat the Father lové8n connection with what
His purpose is with yoasHis son!

- And thatOs what should be naturally and immediately in your thinkingN
because, if everything up until (:35) has done its job within you like itOs

supposed toNyou are actually supposed to be in a positiantafipating the
needto address that issue

- And thatOs why it comes last!

- In the developmental sense & sequence of these 5 probing
questionsNthey have made it so that everything else that could
possibly cause you to fail in your sonship life have all been
eliminated.

- And when it comes to opposition and resistance and the enemies to
our sonship lifeNitOs not only (or merely) because we have to first
deal with ourselves as our own worst enemy first because thatOs the
enemy that we will most often be confronted with and then the
Adversary comes last because heOs this second-rate enemyN(which
is perfectiytrue) N but thereOs far more to why this comes last thah that
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- Because the issue also is the fact thatNih&ure of the opposition

is differentNyou, yourself, and I, myself, and all sons, themselvesN
in connection with being our own worst enemyNitOs not because we
DONOTWANT TO participate in our sonship lives as a whole N
(youOd simply never get this far, if thatOs your problemNyouOd be
rebelling all the way back up in sonship orientation) N

N but when it comes down to this point hereNthe issue is
the matters that pertain to being our own worst enemy are issues and
matters that pertain to being our own worst enemy in connection with
our success to live out our sonship livesNand the only reason weOd
be our own worst enemy is because offailuresNand not because
we consider all this sonship stuff a bunch of ObunkO and go out and
just do something else altogether (or not wiaint the first place).

- And | say that just to underscore that the order to the 5 probing questions
have the sense & sequence and developmental issues within them that they
doNnot only because there is order to the probings that need to take placeN
and the kind of issues that need to be addressed in your heart in a logical and
sequential manner N but also because, when you deal with the Ad\ﬁkrsary
his methodologyor going about endeavoring to thwart our sonship livesN

and throw a Omonkey wrenchO into the gears igfdth different nature

- And it has to do with the issue of doing things that would cause us
to change our original viewpoint and perspective and attitude
(original in the sense that it was those attitudes and perspectives and
viewpoints that were produced in us, originally, in our sonship
orientation/establishment).

- And he endeavors tthangethose original viewpoints & attitudes
when it comes teommitting ourselves in engaging in our sonship
livesNand seeing it throughNand especially changing our viewpoint
in the area o¥aluing and esteemingour sonship life like our Father
does, and like the Son doesNand counting it worth Oall costsO to
pursue it, and to attain all of the aims, goal, and objectives of itNand
to come out on the end of it with thari@ed!

- And one of the main things weOre going to have to perceive when it comes
to that Adversary whehalldo everything in his power &eparate you from

the love of Chridlis to make sure that you appreciate the natfrer the

way in which the AdversaryOs policy of evil against us in connection with our
sonship lives is going to workNbecause itOs going to go after a particular
Ochinkd in our armor (so to speak). [any opening, small crack]
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- That AdversaryOs policy of evil is going to go right after any and
every OchinkO in our armor tiperceives that he can expldind
that can, (if successfube successful (as far as heOs concerimed),
causing us tochoose of our own volitioNat some particular point in
the progress of our sonship educationNto voluntarily choose to
suspenditNor to ceasemaking progress in itfdnd to actually be
content and satisfied in doing thalt

- (Now that might not OclickO right now, but thatOs whatOs
going on).

- Now to get back to this main issueNthat expressiomlove of Chridt

thatOs a context sensitive phraseNitOs not talking about ChristOs attribute of

love for usNand you can say that itOs the thivag Christ loves (that is, the

sonship life) - but that doesnOt describe it nearly good enough, and it has to be

described and understood far better than thatNand to get that better

understanding and appreciation for what it is describing, you have to get that
better understanding out of the context (and by following the context) from all

thatOs been effectually working in your heart from (:14-34).

- And that better understanding has to do with the nature of what has

been developed in you viewpoint-wise, and perspective-wise, and

attitude-wise that has all been ongoing throughout sonship orientation

& establishment.

- (And this picks up on that issue opeogressive developmental
doctrine) N because thereOs information that youOve already
processed and thatOs alrdasiyn effectually working within you that
has developed thoughts, and attitudes, and perspectives, and
viewpointsNand that has developed certain ways in which_you value
and esteem thind$ and all that has come by way of the terminology
and phraseology thatOs been used up to this point in your sonship
orientation & establishment that ought to make it so that you realize
that what your dealing with here is something that the Lord Jesus

Christ values & esteems and loves (and youOre involved in it) N and

with something that God the Father values & esteems and loves.

- And in view of all thatNyou should be able to describe wiat
love of Chrisis in Romans 8:35.

- Notice that thereOs a reason why the final probing questions doesnOt

say: OWho shall separate us from our determination to live our
sonship lives?0
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- Even though, (in a sense), thatOs What©s~involved in the question;
thereOs a reason why that question doesnOt say it that way.

- And in order to really come to understand and appreciate this 5th
probing question with some real sonship intelligenceNyou have to

be able to discriminate and distinguish that OsenseO of an answer and
a fuller, better, OsenseO of it in view of what has been produced in you
as a son and the nature of what this other enemy (the Adversary) is
going to attempt to do to you as a son.

- And to help you out (see chart #45) - you need to get an appreciation for
what has happened in your inner man (heart) development-wise over the
course of sonship orientation/establishment.

- Because the truth of the matter is, before you ever get here to (:35),
the effectual working of everything thatOs taken place from Romans
8:14 down to this point, has produced within ydhie love of Christ!

- It started off with arawarenessof your adopted sonship
statusNand in the orientation phase of it, that all produced
within you a measure of euphoria, and zeal, and noveltyN
and by means of that, an attracttorit all began to
powerfully come to bear upon you.

- Then as you went into sonship establishment that awareness
was, (by those things you were told about), nurtured into an
intensedesiréNand along with an enlivened delight and

zeal and godly ambition, along with that you began the
process of settling down with these things (and having them
settle down in your thinking) - and a real soberrudss

thinking began to be developedNso that you weren't simply
operating upon pure emotion, but upon serious, deep, and
grave thinkingNand that desire was fostered into a deep and
intense desiréor those things of your sonship life.

- But it didnOt stop thereNbecause as you went on through
the 2nd and 3rd parts of your sonship establishment, those
things that were told to you there, and those doctrinal issues
that were brought up and did their effectual job in your inner
manNall worked together to bring that intense degir¢he

point at which your valuing and esteeming of your sonship
life is a full-blownLOVE! And now not only do you have

an intellectual desire, but a deep passion for sonship living!




