
- So when you look at this 2nd probing questionÑyouÕre to understand and 
appreciate that you are NOT at any disadvantage whatsoever.

- And that should dispel any doubt, or any pessimism or any lack of
confidence that the curriculum for your sonship education hasnÕt 
taken in to account any and all the peculiarities of your life (or what
you feel or imagine as peculiar), and the limitations of your life (or
what you imagine are limitations) - thatÕs all to be rooted out by this
probing question and gotten rid of by the Father telling you, ÔLook,
I didnÕt even spare my own Son, how shall I not with him freely give
you all things?  Do you really think itÕs even within the realm of
possibility that I go through all that personal cost to adopt you as my
son, so that you could be left in a position whereby you could never
even achieve the objective for which I adopted you in the first place?
(Which, according to Rom. 8:28-30, is Òto be conformed to the image
of his SonÓ).

- ThatÕs all been dealt withÑand all those things are taken into 
accountÑand all those things are provided forÑby the power and
might and strength thatÕs been built into that curriculum you now 
hold in your hand!

- YouÕre not limited; youÕre not at a disadvantage!

- What CONFIDENCE that gives you!

- So again, the 2nd probing question:
32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- And the answer is (the INTELLIGENT answer is):

He shall freely give us all things we need to succeed with
our sonship education and sonship lifeÑitÕs all in the
curriculum itself!  (all the toolsI need & skillsI need)

- And questions?  Comments? about this 2nd probing question?

- Do you see how that these first 2 probing/provoking questions
go together?

1)  If God be for us, who can be against us?
2)  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?
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- Now we can move on to the 3rd probing/provoking question.

- But before we do—(or as we do)— we have noted before how that
all 5 of these probing questions are designed by their sense & 
sequence so that as each one is dealt with and as each one is able to
be intelligently answered—each one naturally opens a door that
leads into the next question.

- And what I’m after here is to see if you can see why this next 
question is the only natural next thing to be brought up and dealt 
with?

- And we’ve already stated that there is a ‘shift’ that takes
place here at this 3rd probing question.

- We now move to what I’ve called the “Who” questions.

- But before we even look at them—there are still some
things that need to (and naturally need to) be addressed—
especially if you want to get full confidence, full assurance,
full conviction that this curriculum for your sonship
education will succeed with you, and you will succeed with
it.

- And that 1st probing question drew your attention to God our
Father Himself—and He probed your heart so as to see if you had
any doubt or any question or any problem with His capacity to make
it so that you will succeed in being educated as His son—and to make
it so that all things work together for goodto you as His son in view
of those ‘links’ in His ‘chain of provision’ for your success.

31  É If God be for us, who can be against us?dence, full assurance,



32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- Therefore, I have full confidence in this curriculum to take even me
and even my circumstances of my lifeÑand it can conform me to the
image of his SonÑand I have confidence that all things do, indeed
work together for goodto me as my FatherÕs adopted son!

- But Paul doesnÕt end it hereÑhe doesnÕt jump to (:38-39) and end it with 
that full persuasion of mind and heartÑwhy?

- Why are these ÒWhoÓ questions brought upÑand why are they brought up 
now?

- (There is a natural & necessary reason why theyÕre brought up;
why theyÕre brought up only after the first 2 probing questions have
done their jobÑand reasons why they are in the order theyÕre in.)

- Make sure that you havenÕt slipped back into that frame of
mind of a son receiving the educationÑin other words, you 
still have to be viewing each one of these questions from the
FatherÕs point-perspective when He put the whole thing
together (and how He put the whole thing together)!

- Also, youÕve got to keep in mind that itÕs the Father who is doing the 
probing hereÑand He knows exactly what HeÕs going after.

- And you, (the pro-bee), you really arenÕt aware of what needs to get
brought out of your heart, but the Father (the prob-er) does.

- And the reason why the sonÕs heart has to be probed is because 
there are some things in his heart that are going to cause him snags
and problems at certain times in his education (once it gets underway),
and now (in this final aspect of sonship establishment), now is the
time for the Father to probe His sonÕs heart and really dig down deep
into itÑand to dig up those problem areas and get them exposed to
His sonÑand to remedy themÑdismiss themÑand get them 
permanently out of His sonÕs heart!

- And I say all that againÑjust to say that it may be very likely that
you donÕtsee clearly what this next probing question is really going
afterÑbut the question (by what it asksÑand by viewing it from the
FatherÕs perspective) - the question is supposed to draw to your
attention what the Father is now going after in your heart.
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- And at the exact same time He goes through these probing 
questionsÑand brings them to our attention in the order that He
does itÑHeÕs intelligizing us as to what HeÕs going afterÑso that
we can intelligently work together with Himand recognize along
with Him what HeÕs going after.

- And by doing it that wayÑwe are able to make an
intelligent response to the questionÑand not just a logical
response, or a theological response (false science), or a 
guess, or anything along those lines.

- And for this 3rd probing questionÑyou really have to pay close
attention to what is being asked (and the way itÕs being asked) so that
there is this kind of an ÔagreementÕ of minds: (you with your Father),
and you see along with Him the problem it is going afterÑand as you
think about it carefully, you really do see how bigof a problem it is
and how it could potentially (not only shake your confidence), but
wind up destroyingyour sonship life!

- And as I said, there is a ÔshiftÕ that takes place with this 3rd probing 
question.

- Because these questions are now going to go after some individuals;
or some other intelligences(so to speak) - that in view of what (:31 &
32) have already dealt withÑwould come to our mind as areas of
potential problems.

- And to help us out hereÑwhat is it that all this is doing?

- (Producing in us the attitude of godly confidence, assurance,
and convictionÑ[thatÕs right & good] Ñ but confidence to
do what? Ñ to succeedwith our sonship lives.)

- The issue with this whole final component in our sonship
establishment in essence is the issue of our confidence to
succeed with our sonship livesÑand everything itÕs saying is
to get it so that we donÕt just theoreticallyrealize that our
Father has geared us for success, but that weÕre fully
convinced & persuadedthat we cansucceed if weÕll just
implicitly operate upon what the curriculum says.

- So since the overall issue is convincing us that we can
succeed (and will succeed) if we operate upon it like weÕre
supposed toÑthen the natural bend of your mind is to start
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making sure that all known sources of problems have been
accountedfor by the curriculumÑand can be addressedby 
the curriculumÑand can be overcomeby it!

- So as you get to this 3rd probing questionÑthe natural bend of your
mind is start off with a very general ÒwhoÓ (:31  If God be for us, who
can be against us?) Ñ and by now youÕre supposed to be thinking at
this pointÑthat after those first 2 probing questions have done their
jobÑyou should now move on to some very specific and particular
individuals (that you can Ôput your finger onÕ) who can cause you 
a great deal of problems.

- And the final 3 ÒWhoÓ questions of (:33, 34, & 35) deals
with them.

- And by now you should see that asthese 5 question go alongÑ
youÕre moving from the general to the particularÑand your focus 
is narrowing each step along the way.

- And as your focus gets narrowed down to some particularsÑwith 
each step (with each question & intelligent answer) what youÕre doing
is eliminating a unit every step along the way.

- And what IÕm trying to get across isÑnot only is that what 
is actuallytaking place hereÑbut thatÕs only the natural
thing to take placeÑitÕs a natural progressive development.

- Because by those first 2 probing questionsÑand by their probing 
actionÑyouÕve eliminated the 2 most general areas (or sources) of
problemsthat you can conceive of first & foremost when it comes to
the possibility of not succeedingin your sonship education.

- 1stÑIf my Father isnÕt up to the taskÑif HeÕs a delinquent
FatherÑor a bum of a FatherÑor a thoughtless, unwise,
inadequate, incapable FatherÑthen thereÕs just no way HeÕs
ever going to be able to educate me through this thing!

- But, no, in light of His Ôchain of provisionÕ of (:28-
30) - If God be for me, who can be against me?

- HeÕs none of those thingsÑHe is a faithful, wise,
able, capable, loving Father who has forged this 
whole education for my success!
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- 2ndÑIf thereÕs something wrong with the curriculum in the
area of what it provides for and what it has the power/
capacity to doÑif it isnÕt completely geared for my success, 
then IÕll either fail to have the opportunitiesI need to have in 
order to demonstrate skillfulness with it, or when I need 
sound wisdomto operate upon, it wonÕt be thereÑand either 
way, IÕll be a failure in my sonship education.

- But, no, in view of my FatherÕs Ôchain of provisionÕ
as given to me in (:28-30) - this curriculum is going
to freely giveme all thingsI need for me to be 
successful as my FatherÕs sonÑto the tune of being 
conformed to the image of his SonÑin fact, the 
extentHe went to, to insure my success with this 
curriculum is that He spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for me!  

- Therefore my Father is going to freely give me all
the thingsI will ever need in that curriculum for me
to succeed in being fully educated as His son!

- So again, those first 2 probing questions address and eliminate the
2 most general sources of problems that you can conceive ofÑand
would most naturally conceive of first & foremost when it comes to
areas where you would think you wouldnÕt be able to succeed.

- But thereÕs more sources of problems than thatÑbecause that 
doesnÕt deal with any particular individual that could be the source
of your failure as a sonÑbut those first 2 issues dealt with the nature
of curriculum itself and the Father who wrote it (to Ôcover all bases,
so to speak) - and make it therefore that everything that needs to take
place within the whole scope of sonship (for its objectives to be
reached) has been thought of, taken into account, & dealt with.

- So your confident now that ÔnothingÕs missingÕ (so to 
speak) - in the curriculum.

- Well now, since any problems with the curriculum and its capacity 
are now out of the wayÑthe issue now comes down to oneÕs who 
can throw a Ômonkey-wrenchÕ into your success! Ñ oneÕs who 
could Ôtrip you upÕÑ oneÕs who could (not so much make a problem 
with the curriculum), but make YOUbe a problem Ñ (with doing 
with it what you want to do with it!)
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- And my point in all this is to show you thatÑthatÕs what you would
naturally expect to have happen at this point.

- These first 2 questions havetaken care of anything that 
would arise in my mindÑand that I can think of nowÑand 
that my Father wantsme to think of nowÑwith respect to
the capacity of the curriculum itselfÑand the completeness of
all of the provisions HeÕs made within in itÑfor me to 
succeed in my sonship life.

- All that has now been taken care of.

- So now letÕs get to the issue of, (not so much the curriculum itselfÑ
because itÕs been demonstrated to me to be perfect, itÕs got no 
problems at all, itÕs perfectly geared for my success) É. but I know
someone who does have some problemsÉ. and I know someone who
would like to cause me some problemsÑand now IÕve got to deal
with the provisions thatÕs been made for when these characters come
together and collaborate to thwart & prevent my success in my 
sonship life!

- And so now the questions shift to:  Who, Who, Who.

- And in those 3 ÒWhoÓ questionsÑyou deal with your 2 enemies!

- One of your enemies, you already know about very wellÑ
and IÕve even talked to you about him and about which one
of these ÒWhoÓ questions is all about him:

- The 5th probing question:  
35  Who shall separate us from the love of ChristÉ

- And that character is the Adversary, Satan himself!
(and his cohorts)

- But who is your other enemy?  (And really this is the only
other enemy you have).

- ItÕs YOUÑyou are your own worst enemy!

- And the 3rd & 4th probing questions (:33 & 34)
deal with YOU!

        33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?
        34  Who is he that condemneth?
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- And you are your own worst enemy!

- Because youÕll do something that could be laid to your chargeÑ
and youÕll be so stupid that youÕll do something by which you could
be condemned!

- And you need to recognize & operate upon what God has done in
justifying youÑand you need to recognize & operate upon what
Christ can do as your Advocate!  (So that you can overcome your
own stupidity!)

- And if you carefully go through those exhortations back in
the book of ProverbsÑyou know (if you paid attention) that
the BIGGEST problem a son will ever have is with 
HIMSELF !

- The biggest problem and hindrance and obstacle that a son
ever has in succeeding with his sonship life is himself!

- (The Adversary is a second-rate enemy!)

- And to put it this wayÑwhen, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, our
sonship lives are evaluatedÑand the ÔunacceptableÕ aspects of it (just
to put it that way, generically, for now) all get burned up and
destroyedÑthe cause for all those things will be ourselves!

- Judgment Seat of Christ:
Rom. 14:10
I Cor. 3:11-15
II Cor. 5:10

- And the unnamed focus of attention (the elephant in the room) in
verses 33 & 34 is you!

- And the ÒchargeÓ of (:33) and the ÒcondemningÓ of (:34) isnÕt just
a bluffÑitÕs not kiddingÑitÕs real Ñ because you will do something
that you can be chargedwithÑand you will do something that can
mean that youÕre condemnedÉ as a son!

- But this curriculum is so well thought outÑand so well
put togetherÑand has such power & might & capacityÑ
that even that has been provided for in itÑand there is a
remedy for that that will make it so that even your own
stupidity & muff ups wonÕt prevent your success as a son!
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- Now something takes place in (:33 & 34) in connection with you and I being 
our own worst enemiesÑand our own worst stumbling blocksÑand our own 
biggest Ôpit-diggersÕ - when it comes to thwarting our own success in our own 
sonship lives.

- And that is whatÕs going on in the next 2 probing questions.

- ThatÕswhat the Father is getting at.

- Those 2 questions:  ÒWho shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs
elect?Óand ÒWho is he that condemneth?ÓÑ even though I know
you know it, but itÕs critical that you do know it and recognize it 
especially here at these 2 verses:  that those questions are being asked 
strictly within the context of what (:28-30) have said!

- With all 5 of these probing questions, itÕs very easy to get lost and
get off track if you donÕt keep in mind those things that make it so
that you donÕt get off track Ñ but of these 5, the 3rd & 4th probing
questions are especially vulnerable to getting off track just by the
terminology they use:  ÒchargeÓ & ÒcondemnethÓ - and ÒjustifiethÓ
and the issue of ChristÕs death, resurrection, & intercession.

- Again, the controlling & governing factors that make it so
that you donÕt get off track:

1)  The Context:  sonship establishment;
2)  Viewing it from the point-perspective of the 
      Father;
3)  The Controlling question of (:31)  What shall we
      then say to these things?
4)  The Naturalness of this question being asked due
      to the previous question & itÕs answer.

- This is a great example of what I talk about when I say that
what goes on as you get to the end of sonship establishment
gets very involvedand gets very intricateÑor itÕs very
complex(not complicated).

- Now I bring all that up just to point out that when you come to this
issue of (:33) of Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?
Ñ that issue is NOT simply a ÔrecapÕ of Romans 1-5!!  

- Nor is the issue of (:34) of Who is he that condemneth?a simple
ÔrecapÕ of Romans 1-5!! Ñ even though the answer to (:33Õs) question
is It is God that justifiethÑand the answer to (:34Õs) question is the
everlasting effectual working of the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ!
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- Granted, those areRomans 1-5 issuesÑbut the issue here is NOT:
ÒDonÕt worry, you canÕt be unjustified; and donÕt worry, you canÕt
be re-condemned!Ó

- You knew that before you ever left Romans 5!!!

- The issue in these next 2 probing questions is one of how you as a
sonare going to reactÑwhen, in the course of endeavoring to 
succeed with your sonship lifeÑyou do, in carnal stupidity, do
something whereby a ÒchargeÓ could be laid against you as GodÕs
electÑor you could be ÒcondemnedÓ!

- In other words, you need to realize (and carefully think about) your
judicial standing in GodÕs sight, and the capacity of the propitiatory
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus ChristÑto make it so that you respond
like you ought to (and need to) when those times do occur.

- And what IÕm after in saying that is that you need to 
carefully think about the kind of self-induced failures that
can occur on your part (without describing it too much here,
because I want you to think about it more on your own), but
you need to think hard about those times when you do
stupidly muff upÑand I want you to think about the serious
toll that a thing like that can have upon you in connection
with your sonship life!

- But as I saidÑI do recognize that the issue of being justified in 
GodÕs sight is what gets stated as the remedy for the 3rd probing
questionÑand the effectualness of the propitiatory sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus Christ gets stated as the remedy for the 4th probing
questionÑbut those 2 things are brought up in this context of our
FatherÕs Ôchain of provisionÕ for the success of your sonship life even
when you experience(actually experience) the dramatic, serious, 
grave toll that your own failures will have upon your heart & your 
soul & your spirit (your inner man)!

- But you need to realize that in all thisÑthis isnÕt talking
about some sin that you commit (necessarily) - whereby you
come along and say, ÔThis isnÕt how a ÒsonÓ would actÑthis
isnÕt consistent with who I am as my FatherÕs sonÑso maybe
this thing doesnÕt work for me.Ó  Ñ  [that may be hitting the
targetÑbut really that isnÕt hitting the Ôbulls-eyeÕ of what 
these 2 probing questions are really getting afterÑ(serious
as that may be, and real as that may be).
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- Because just as this isnÕt a mere ÔrecapÕ of Romans 1-5, 
neither is this a mere ÔrecapÕ of Romans 6:1-8:13!
(Where you are taught about being dead to sin and alive unto
GodÑand where youÕre taught about how God expects you
to deal with sin in your life when it does occur).

- And, (just to put it this way for now), what these 2 probing questions
go after is something even more serious than that!

- When it comes to why these 2 questions get brought up here and
deal with you being your own worst enemyÑyou have to think on 
that with some real ÔinsightÕ that goes beyondthe issue of your own
failings in connection with sinÑ(stupid as that is, and even harmful
as that is).

- Because even though foolishly yielding to the Ôlust of your fleshÕ 
and committing a sin doesfall under the category of what weÕre 
dealing with hereÑthatÕs still not whatÕs really in view here.

- But the kind of failure on your partÑor the kind of Ômuffing upÕ or
botched up, fouled up, messed up action thatÕs in view here is of
such a nature that you, yourself become an enemyto your own
success as the son that you are!  (do you see what IÕm after?)

(G-O  S-L-O-W-L-Y !)
- ItÕs going after the times in which you have actually messed up or 
mauled up the use of the information contained in the curriculum to 
such a degreeÑthat becoming your own worst enemy is the natureof 
(or kindof) action that in the course of dealing with the curriculum for
your sonship edification and living your sonship life and working it
all out in the details of your life and applying it (and everything like
that) Ñ that we fail to, either respond like we ought to; apply like we
ought to; make use of what weÕre being taught and deal with what
weÕre being educated to do; and deal with it like weÕre being taught
to deal with it, and so forthÑand in view of all that, being 
CRUSHED by the reality of how weÕre impeding our own selves and 
hindering our own selves.

- And having all that result in being spiritually devastated
by it!

- And what I want you to realize right now in saying that to you is
that that can take place!  (even if you canÕt imagine it right now)
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- And when that does take placeÑthat is, (and that has a potential for
being) a disasterto us as sons!!!

- Because if we donÕt respond to that properly (and by properly, I 
mean respond to it by each one of the remedies our Father gives us
here in each of these 2 probing questions) Ñ if we donÕt respond to
that properly, we will follow a courseÑin which we will not only
Ôshoot ourselves in the footÕ -but weÕll shoot ourselves in the head!

- And it will cause us REAL PROBLEMSÑfar more serious 
problems than I think youÕre aware ofÑor far more serious problems
than I think youÕve ever even thought about until now!

- In fact, you should be familiar enough already (if youÕve been 
reading and re-reading PaulÕs epistles) with some things that occur
later on in the curriculum (once you get past Romans) Ñ that, under
the umbrella of problems that can occur in a sonÕs lifeÑcertain
problems can occur that make it so a son IS devastatedÑand can
get CRUSHEDÑeven to the point where the apostle Paul will come
along and talk about one being Òswallowed up with overmuch
sorrowÓ for what heÕs done.  (II Cor. 2:5)

- And to use the more modern terminologyÑyou can be
thrown into a state of absolute depression!

- And depression that is of the nature that you would say,
ÒI just canÕt go onÑand in light of how much of a botched up
mess IÕve made of things, I shouldnÕt go on!Ó

- And those are some of the kind of things that can take place when
we, as sons, start functioning as our own worst enemies!

- And the only thing that can ÔsnapÕ you out of thatÑand/or prevent
you from going down to the abyss of despondency that you can end
up going in toÑis the issue concerning your judicial standing in 
GodÕs sight with respect to your sonship!

- and that the provision is there (and not only is the provision
there, but even more importantly), the expectationis there, 
given to you from your Father, to pick yourself up & dust
yourself off AND GET GOING AGAIN !

- And thatÕs the kind of stuff verses :33 & :34 are dealing with!
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- And thatÕs what these words that are used in the 2 probing questions
with respect to ourselves being our own worst enemy are designed to 
do.

- TheyÕre designed to bring that kind of realization to our
realizationÑand to our mind.

- IÕve tried to be very careful in how IÕm presenting all this to you
because you canÕt take any of these questions lightlyÑyou have to
allow them to Ôbore inÕ on you and do their surgical job of laying
bare your heart and bringing to your attention just what is in there, or
what can be in there that can trip you upÑand trip you up in ways 
that you may not even be aware of until that scalpel or that probe
touched on something that Ôopened your eyesÕ to it (so to speak).

- And you should now have (maybe) a new-found respect for how you
are to keep these questions (and now the remedies for the questions)
within the parameters they're supposed to be kept inÑso that when 
you think about them (and spend time with them), your mind and your
thinking will be taken to the very area in your heart where sources of
problems with the success of your sonship life canand will occur.

- And it takes timeÑand it takes careful thoughtÑbecause sometimes
its difficult to get the full extent of the thinking that we need to have
in connection with ourselves being our own worst enemies as sonsÑ
because sometimes we donÕt want to be as honestly analytical as we
need to be with ourselves when it comes to being our own worst
enemy.

- ItÕs one thing to acknowledge the fact that that is trueÑbut
itÕs another thing to acknowledge how disgustingly true that
is!

- But the great thing here is that we areÑ(at this final stage in our
sonship establishment) - we are given in advancethe provision to do
that kind of honest analysisÑand it gives us therefore the ability to,
(once we start the curriculum), and do end up failing to make full use
of what weÕre being givenÑand we get into a mode of botching up
and making a mess of thingsÑand our great zeal and enthusiasm 
meets up with the fact that we oftentimes are standing in our own way
(and, as it were, become ones who oppose ourselves) - well when 
genuine heart-felt zeal confronts being an opposer of our own self:
that can be a Ôheart-rendingÕ experienceÑand that can be a dejecting,
despondentexperience (that can lead to even more serious things)!

Page 1013Romans 8:14-39



- The kind of things being our own worst enemy can do is
devastatingÑit can produce great discouragement, which can
in turn produce loss of hope, loss of confidence, loss of
courageÑand a whole bunch of things like that!

- Therefore these 2 probing questions concerning us being our own worst 
enemyÑthey are 2 of the most powerful questions youÕve been confronted 
with so far in your entire life!

- TheyÕre designed to make us appreciate, in connection with that
(with that deep understanding of just how disgustingly true it is that
we are our own worst enemyÑthe worst weÕll ever face as sons) Ñ
but not only that, but to make us appreciate in connection with that, 
that our Father has made provisionfor itÑand the expectationof our 
Father is that we get up and we get goingÑbecause thatÕs exactly 
what our Father has designed this curriculum to do with usÑeven in 
such failures as us being our own worst enemy!

- HE HAS DESIGNED (IN ADVANCE) FOR HIS SONÕS OWN
FAILURES Ñand HeÕs designed for those failures NOT to be a
devastating thing  ÑÑ  (something that so overwhelms you that
it becomes a fatal blow to your sonship life!)

- In fact, if you never had any real and deep appreciation for 
the advocacyof our Lord Jesus Christ (like :34 talks about),
this is what will do it for you!

- In shortÑour Father has designed this education so that even you
and I canÕt stand in the way for itÕs success É.. unless we want to 
just abandonwhat HeÕs provided!

- Because if weÕll operate upon what He providedÑeven
ourselvesas our own worst enemy canÕt stop succeeding 
with our sonship education & sonship life!

- But some of these things are matters of experienceÑand when you
do experience themÑnothing else in your life is going to attempt to
tear up your heart like these kind of thingsÑand they can break you
down and reduce you to tears & heart ache like you canÕt even 
imagine right nowÑbut thatÕs when you really appreciate that you 
can come back to the answers of these 2 questions and thank the 
Lord for never running out of the ability to do thatÑand that 
advocacy of Christ will become the most precious thing in your life!
(Because you never would have gone one step on with your sonship
life without thatÑyou would have just given up on the whole thing!)
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- And the truth is, you may not be able to go much more beyond what
IÕve just described to you right nowÑbut the time will come when 
youÕre going to have to operate on this to itÕs fullest degree.

- WellÑjust as it took 2 Parts (so to speak) for the 1st & 2nd probing 
questions to go after the sources of potential problems & snags & hindrances 
that they go after in connection with the Father and His curriculum, so too do 
you have these 2 Parts for the 3rd & 4th probing questions that go after your 
#1 Worst Enemy of all:  YOU!

- And when it comes to you being your own worst enemy to your
success as a sonÑthere are 2 probing questions because there are 2
major sources of problems & hindrances that can occur that would
end up making it so that you would Ôthrow in the towelÕ and just
quit and walk away from your whole sonship edification.

- And in one instance, you, as your own worst enemy, can get yourself
into a position whereby a chargecan be laid against you (as a son);
and in the second instance, you, as your own worst enemy, can get
yourself into a position whereby you could be condemned(as a son).

- And both of those things are realÑtheyÕre not just language of
accommodationÑas if theyÕre just trying to scare you, but you really
couldnÕt be chargedand couldnÕt really be condemnedÑ because
the truth of the matter is, were it not for the remedyyour Father gives
you for each of those probing questionsÑthose things can really
happen to you!

- And although you have 2 questionsÑor 2 partsÑ& each question is
profound in its own wayÑand youÕre not supposed to come along 
and make a contrast between the 2Ñbut I want to just make one
distinction along these linesÑand that is, that of the 2, the answer and
the remedy thatÕs given in the 2nd (or the 4th probing question) - that
question & remedy of (:34), is to deeply make the most profound 
impact upon you of all!

- So then, my understanding is that this 3rd & 4th probing question is
to be handled as a ÔPart-AÕ & ÔPart-BÕ type thingÑand they need to
be handled that way.

- And againÑthey're both dealing with the issue of us, ourselves
being our own worst enemyÑbut more than that É.
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É theyÕre dealing with us, ourselves, in connection with us being our 
own worst enemy, getting ourselves in situations in our sonship life 
whereÑif we donÕt have in place what we need to have in place 
(through the full, effectual working of :28-30Ñthat these 5 probing
questions are designed to have working in us) Ñ then we can get 
ourselves into a frame of mind in whichÑbased upon our own
stupidity and foolishness and muff-upsÑwe get in a frame of mind
that ends up thwarting our ability advance and go on in our sonship
livesÑeither temporarily or permanently.

- (But more times that not, temporarilyÑespecially at the
outset).

- (It takes the Adversary & his tactics a bit on down the road
to have their effects upon you where, along with this frame
of mind, and the kind of intensity of the policy of evil against 
you, you would throw in the towel permanently.)

- But you do need to recognize that you can get yourself into this kind
of a frame of mind of pessimism and being a failure and therefore
just giving up on the whole sonship education based upon the
disgustingness of what you may do in connection with either some
kind of rebelliousness; or disobedience; or neglect and ignoring our
sonship lifeÑand just get so far off track where discouragement and
despondency and depression sets in to where you just give up.

- WellÑitÕs in view of all that being a real possibility whereby you
become a Ôweak linkÕ in GodÕs chain of provisionÑwhere these 2
questions (#3 & #4) provide us (right now) with the ability to expose
that concept/issue within ourselvesÑand to get something settled
within our heart (right now) - that acts as preventive medicineÑand
preventive maintenanceÑwhich can ÔvaccinateÕ us in advance for
being able to handle those times when they do come up in the course
of our sonship livesÑonce we actually get underway, dealing with
the curriculumÑand experience getting in the position of failing, and
end up experiencing, therefore, the reality of becoming discouraged,
and despairing, and despondentÑbecause of a chargethat could be
laid against us for some stupidity on our partÑor a condemnation
that could be brought upon us for a similar type thing.

- So weÕve got these 2 issuesÑand what IÕm after in bring all that to your 
attention once againÑis that there is a reason why:  2 issues have to be 
addressedin connection with us being our own worst enemy.
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- And itÕs in having to answer why there has to be 2 issues dealt with
that I want to bring up this other feature (so to speak) - or an obvious
peculiarity about these 2 questions.

- Do you see anything else kind of peculiar about these 2
questionsÑor something especially about the answers?

- 3rd probing question:  you have God the Fathermentioned.

- 4th probing question:  you have God the Sonmentioned.

- And there is a reason whyyou not only have to have 2 issues that
have to be addressedÑbut there is a reason whyone question
pertains to God the Father; and the other pertains to God the Son!

- And before you can adequately deal with the details of either oneÑ
and be assured of the effectual working of the probing question with
respect to both the Father in (:33) and the Son in (:34) - youÕve got to
know why thereÕs 2!  And why theyÕre both involved!

- Any ideas why thereÕs these 2 issuesÑand both the Father
and the Son have to be involved when it comes to dealing 
with us as our own worst enemy?

- WellÑthereÕs something youÕve already been taught (in connection
with sonship) that has a bearing upon this.  [and you might come
down here and see this and say, Oh yeah É]

- And I mean, Oh yeah, thatÕs the naturalthing to bring up in
connection with the Father (HeÕs justifiedme)Ñand Oh yeah, 
thatÕs the naturalthing to bring up in connection with the Son
(becauseÉ of something É)

- So where were we told about something in our sonship
establishment that involved both the Fatherand the Son?

- Romans 8:16-17 (:17) - both the Father and the Son are involved with our
inheritance!

- And thereÕs something in connection with our inheritancethat we
may not have seenÑand that I didnÕt really appreciate myself because
at the time, I taught the issues concerning our inheritance as ÔThe
Doctrineof Our InheritanceÕ - and not as how the Father and the Son 
view us as being an heir of God and joint-heir with Christ.

Page 1017Romans 8:14-39



- And what I mean by that isÑwhen I taught the issues of us being
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with ChristÑI basically taught it from 
the viewpoint of us, as sons, receiving our inheritanceÑand I went 
into some of the basic differences between a child of Godwho will
receive an inheritance as an heir of GodÑand then I talked about 
some of the basic issues involved with being an adopted son who
qualifies to receive an inheritance as a joint-heir with Christ.

- And it may be that thereÕs really nothing wrong with thatÑ(even
though it clearly wasnÕt taught well enough) Ñ but thereÕs really no
harm if we can come up to this point and realize that thereÕs another
important issue we need to get an appreciation for that will allow for
us to see the naturalnessof why the 3rd & 4th probing questions that
deal with us as our own worst enemyÑwhy they have to be in 2 parts
and why both the Fatherand the Sonhave to be involved.

- And really we should have had a stronger appreciation for having
our FatherÕs point-perspective Ñ even at the very beginning of our
sonship establishmentÑrather than kind of building up to it as we
went along.

- Because now we have to go back to that issue of where both the
Father and the Son are involved in something togetherÑand that
something is the issue of our inheritance.

- And instead of just gaining an appreciation for the doctrineof it;
we now have to gain an appreciation for our inheritanceÑso that you
see howboth the Father looksat you as His heirÑ and how the 
Son looksat you as an heir.

- And Romans 8:33 & 34 wants you to have thought about 
thatÑand to have an appreciation for that!

- And really the problem with what weÕve done so far in regard to
ÔThe Doctrine of Our InheritanceÕ is thatÑweÕve only looked at it
as a doctrine Ñ and we havenÕt looked at it as what it meansto the
Father with you as His son Ñ and what it meansto the Son with 
you as a son with Him!

- And what that means isÑthat we havenÕt looked at the issue of our
inheritance with THEIR ATTITUDE towards it!
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- And when you get down to (:33 & 34) Ñ thatÕs why (in :33 for
instance) when that question comes up it says:

33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?
(the issue is) ÑIt is God that justifieth.

- ItÕs almost like, ÒHow dare you think that God would let
anybody do that!Ó

- And thatÕs an ATTITUDE ISSUE!

- That answer or remedy to that questionÑthatÕs an attitude
of God the Father towards you as His son in connection with
you being His heir!

- And the same thing in connection with Christ in 
(:34)!

- Remember a while back when I told you that when you go through
sonship establishmentÑthe main goal in everything that takes place
in Romans 8:16-39 is to develop within the son the attitude that he
needs to have as a sonÑwith respect to what his Father has done for
himÑwith respect to what his responsibilities areÑwith respect to the
commitment he needs to haveÑwith respect to the confidence and the
assurance and the convictions and the enthusiasm and all those things
É itÕs his attitude that gets adjusted, developed & established.

- And that attitude doesnÕt just come Ôout of the blueÕ Ñ that attitude
comes because he derives it from his FatherÑand from the Lord
Jesus Christ himself.

- And it begins right there in the first aspect of sonship establishment
when the issue of ÔinheritanceÕ comes up.

- Because the information thatÕs contained in those verses
doesnÕt just teach the son that heÕs got an inheritance!

- It teaches him to look at his inheritance like his Father does;
and to think about it and have the same attitude towards it
that his Father hasÑand to look at it like the Lord Jesus 
Christ does, to whom he is a joint-heirÑand have the same
attitude towards it that the Lord Jesus Christ has!
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- And one of the fruits that that bears later on—down in the final
component to sonship establishment (where we are in the 5 probing
questions) - is the issue of:  When I domess upÑmy Father does 
not want me to look at what IÕve done from MYattitude, but 
from HIS !

- He doesn’t want me to look at the damage that’s been done
and the hindrance that’s been produced in my sonship life
from my attitudeÑbut from HIS !

- Because the truth of the matter is—if I look at it from my attitude,
I’ll stay in the deepest, blackest depression IÕve ever been in—and 
I’ll never get out of it!

- But if I look at it from His attitude, He’ll say:

ÒGet on your feet, son, and get going!Ó   

ÒIÕm not playing games, here!Ó  

ÒYou do understand that I was the One that put this 
whole thing togetherÑand you think youÕre going to 
thwart it?Ó

- And really the beginning of what leads to these 2 probing questions 
(and the answers to them) — that all begins back there with the issue 
of our inheritance and how we were taught to view it from our 
Father’s perspective!

- And as you think about how you were given the information that
comprised your 1st component of sonship establishment—when you
first were presented with the information about your inheritance—it
was given to you kind of like a lawyer would give it to you (in the
reading of a will, so to speak) - there in (:16-17).

- But then as you deal with that issue of your inheritance and begin
thinking about it from the perspective of your sonship—you start to
think about it as your Father does—because your Father has invested
you with this.

- And then you get all that information about the actual vocational
aspect of your Father’s business (out from which will come your
inheritance)— [:19-25] - and you begin to see that this isn’t just some
legal entitlement that I’ve got—but this is something that belongs
to my Father!
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- And HeÕs investedin this thingÑand I have now been
brought in to it with HimÑand itÕs become mine WITH
Him!

- ThatÕs why youÕve got the terminology stated the
way it is there ÑÒheir OF God, and joint-heirs
WITH Christ;Ó

- And the issue, by default, in sonship isÑthat you think about it like
your Father does!

- And thatÕs why, when weÕre taught about the details of our vocation
back there in (:19-23) - all of a sudden our inheritance goes from
being this abstract thing (something just in theory)Ñto this living, 
breathing, tangible, concrete thing that you can see with the Ôeyes of
your understandingÕ with respect to the creatureand your 
involvement in it and your roll in it and so forth.

- And by now you know full well what your inheritance is as
both being an heir of God and a joint-heir with ChristÑand
therefore you know full well what it means to either succeed
or fail in connection with your sonship life as defined by
(or in view of) your inheritance!

- And thatÕs what your Father has wanted you to be
thinking all along.

- And as you come to the end of your sonship establishmentÑa lot of
things are now weighing heavily upon you.

- You now know what your sonship life is forÑand you now
know how your Father has both geared you and geared the
curriculum for sonship education for your success.

            - And you should be able to define what ÒsuccessÓ amounts to.

- And so when it comes, therefore, to probing your heart in
order to bring to the surface any problems, hindrances, snags,
or obstructions to your being successful as GodÕs sonÑand
when the Father beings probing and going directly after the
enemiesto your success (and you being your own worst
enemy as the firstone He deals with)Ñ it shouldnÕt be a
puzzling thing that there are 2 Parts to it:  1 Part dealing with
God the Father, and 1 Part dealing with God the Son.
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- Because when it comes to thwarting your success as a son;
(even when that failure comes from you, yourself as your
own worst enemy) Ñ itÕs not just merely thwarting your
success to live as a son here and nowÑbut even more to the
pointÑ itÕs thwarting your success to function in and with
your inheritance as an heir of God your Father and a 
joint-heir of God the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ)!

- And by means of the effectual working of Romans 8:16-25,
at the end of all thatÑone of the major results of that is that 
youÕve got your FatherÕs attitude towards you as His heir
in connection with His businessÑand with respect to the
vocationHe says HeÕs given you because youÕre now a 
member of His new creature(in connection with providing

           for the creatureÕs deliverancefrom the bondage of corruption.)

- And you need to have His attitude therefore concerning the
investmentHeÕs making in you as His sonÑto be able to
function in that business & fulfill that vocation.

- And then in connection with His own Son (whom HeÕs
already declared His particular roll in His business with 
respect to the creature)Ñ youÕve got the privilege, (in your
sonship statusÑ& through your sonship education), to 
become a joint-heir with ChristÑin that structure of the 
creatureÑin its management & administration structureÑ
and to be glorified together with Him in His position as the 

            ÒHeadÓ of itÑand the Administrator of all of its functionality.

- (Which is conditional& contingentupon the 
successof your sonship life).

- And you therefore end up with not only the exact same
attitude of God your Father as He sees you as His heir, but
youÕve also got the exact same attitude of God the Son (the
Lord Jesus Christ) as He sees you as a joint-heir withHim!

- And I say all that just to underscore the fact that when it comes to
how to handle these 2 probing questions (the 3rd & 4th) of (:33-34),
itÕs only the natural thing (and the proper thing) to recognize that 
they deal with a part A & part B as you being your own worst 
enemyÑand the natural thing to do is to think about them in 
connection with where you were given the information about both
God the Father and God the Son in connection with your inheritance!
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- So therefore the issue of you and I being heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ is directly connected with what is being spoken of
here in Romans 8:33 &34.

- And when you now get to (:33 & 34) - and youÕve messed
upÑand because of that,  your attitude is now dragging you 
through the mudÑthe Father can say, and the Son can say,
ÒLook at it from our perspectiveÑand get going!Ó
ÒNeither my Father, nor I, have gone through what weÕve
gone through to let you fail on your own account!Ó

- And Ôwhat theyÕve gone throughÕ can be found
in each and every one of those 5 ÔlinksÕ in the
chain of provisionthat was given to you in
Romans 8:29 & 30!!!

- And now is the timeÑand now is the place in these 2 probing 
questions where youÕre supposed to haul out that attitudethat got
developed in you by the time you got to the end of (:25) - and when
it now comes to failure thatÕs due to you being your own worst 
enemyÑyou view your mess-ups and muff-ups and screw-ups as the
Father looks at you as His heirÑand as the Son looks at you as an
heir along with Him.

- And when you view your inheritance in connection with what it
meansto the Father with you as His sonÑand what it meansto the
Son with you as a son with HimÑitÕs only then that youÕll see both
of their attitudes reflected in each one of those ÔremediesÕ to part A
and part B of those probing questions concerning you being your own
worst enemy to your success as a son!

- And when youÕre able to answer each part of these 2 probing 
questions of (:33 & 34)Ñas you answer them backto what 
was told to you in (:28, 29 & 30) Ñ you can answer with 
some real INTELLIGENCE Ñ some SONSHIP 
INTELLIGENCE!  (And thatÕs the only satisfactory way to 
answer these 5 probing questions!)

- Now the reason for going over all of this is to, once again, get that attitude
brought to the forefront in order to intelligently deal with these 2 probing 
questionsÑbecause each remedy thatÕs given isnÕtone of an academic
natureÑtheyÕre remedies of that stem from an attitude that comes out of a 
particular doctrineÑ(in this case, the doctrine of our inheritance as sons).
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- And reallyÑthis is one of those times where youÕre going to find
yourself in need (in fact, in a great need) of help from God your
FatherÑand get this:  your need is going to be direÑbut what saves
you from failure and destruction is NOT going to be a doctrineÑ
what saves you from failure and destruction is going to be an attitude
that your Father has, and that you now have in connection with Him 
as His son!

- OkÑat this point I want to make sure that you see, once again, why, when it 
comes to this final aspect of establishing us as sons, our Father would, in 
connection with producing this final attitude of confidence, assurance, and 
conviction in Him and in His curriculum HeÕs written for our successÑwhy, 
after declaring how that curriculum is going to work together with all things
for our goodÑand then giving us His Ôchain of provisionÕ that makes that 
issue the living reality in our lives that it isÑyou should now see in light of 
all that why it would be needful & necessary to probe your heart in order to 
bring up the issue of you, yourself: as your own worst enemyÑand when He 
does it, it hast to be dealt with in 2 Parts (Part A & Part B).

- Because, for one thing, you do have 2 questions that goes to fully
resolving the issue of you as your own worst enemy.

- And for another thing, you have one question dealing with God
the FatherÑand the other question dealing with God the Son.

- And you should understand & appreciate (at least to enough of a
degree) that the reason why you have both the Father and the Son
being brought up is because both the Father and the Son were brought
up back when you were informed all about your inheritance!

- And for you right now as a son in this aspect of sonship
establishmentÑfailure or success hasnÕt got anything to do
with either keeping or losing your justification/salvationÑ
but now, as a son, failure or success has to do with your
inheritance in that creature as an heir of God and joint-heir
with Christ!

- Now, the picture may still be a little fuzzy for nowÑbut at least the vertical 
hold shouldnÕt be going crazyÑright?  Ñ  (weÕll get the picture in focus as 
we go on, but I just want to see if youÕre seeing that much for now).

- Well, at this point, I think the next thing to doÑand the logical thing to doÑ
is to look at that 3rd probing question of (:33) [Part A] in more detail.  

Page 1024                                              Romans 8:14-39



Probing Question #3:
33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?  It is God that 
justifieth.

- Now the answer to this oneÑthough it may look easy, really is
quite a bit more involved.

- And thatÕs because there is an answer to the question (thatÕs not
givenÑjust as with the 1st & 2nd Probing Questions) Ñ but there is a 
godly remedythat is given (unlike the previous questions)Ñand the 
correct answer mustreflect that remedy.

- So the answer to the question is:
No oneÑthat is, no one who can make the charge ÒstickÓ to
where you would fail to get your sonship inheritance as an
heir of God.

- Now thatÕs the correctanswerÑbut it may not be an 
intelligent answer yetÑand we have to make sure that we
not only are able to answer the question correctly, but more
importantly, intelligentlyÑwith sonship intelligence!

- ÒWhoÓ Ñ well, this is the 1st of 3 ÒWhoÓ questions that deal with 
our enemies to our success in our sonship livesÑand as weÕve noted,
this is the 1st of 2 ÒWhoÓ questions dealing specifically with you,
yourself, as your own worst enemy.

- And my understanding isÑthe issue in either of these 2 
ÒWhoÓ questions that deal with us as enemy #1Ñthe issue 
isnÕt to identify who the ÒWhoÓ isÑas if what this is asking us 
to do is to focus upon anyone who could chargeyou with 
something.

-  But the wayitÕs worded and the wayitÕs presented to youÑ
itÕs coming along and having you focus upon you, yourselfÑ
and those times when someone (even some unidentified 
person) could lay a legitimate chargeagainst you as a son.

- And most importantly, itÕs a legitimate chargeÑitÕs not 
some Ôtrumped-upÕ fraudulent chargeÑitÕs a real chargeÑin
other words, the ÒWhoÓ in this case is an actual eye-witness
account of you failing to utilize the sonship curriculum
properly to a degree where it would affect your inheritance!
(and call into question you receiving your inheritance)
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- Òshall lay any thing to the chargeÓ

- Notice Òany thingÓ Ñ notice how thatÕs stated, ÒanyÉ 
thingÓ Ñ thatÕs very broadÑin fact, that about as broad as
you can possibly state it.  (deliberately so)

- That lays open anycharge that you can possibly think ofÑ
or that anyone could possibly think of or charge you with in
connection with some sonship failureon your part that would
make it so that you would no longer receive your inheritance
as an heir of God!

- And even though these are 2 very simple English words,
they are very powerfulÑbecause if itÕs true that the answer
to the question is ÒNo oneÓ Ñ by saying Òany thingÓ that
impliesthat the truth of the matter is, NO THING (nothing)
can be laid to your charge that would make it possible for
you to fail to receive your inheritance as an heir of God!

- And thatÕs why this isÑ(as IÕve said)ÑGod our Father
going after the SOURCEof any and all problems in your
heart in connection with your failing to succeed with your
sonship life (as you being your own worst enemy)!

- By simply stating it in this very broad and all-encompassing
wayÑour Father is going right after the source of any and
all charges that anyone (including God, Himself) could bring
against you that would specifically cause you to fail in
receiving your inheritance as His heir!

- (Simple, yet profound! Ñ and makes a big impact!)

- Who shall lay any thing to the chargeof GodÕs elect?

- ÒchargeÓ= from the Greek (evgkale,w) = a legal term, 
meaning to accuse, as in a court of law; to bring a charge
against anotherÑto charge, fault or blame someone for
actually committing a crime or wrongdoing or specified 
offenceÑ Ôa load of blameÕ.

- And againÑif my understanding is correctÑthis is talking
about a real fault or wrongdoing or offence on your part:  but
specifically in the area of failing to have the effectual 
working of the sonship curriculum in the details of your life!
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- É of GodÕs elect?

- Òelect Ó Ñ This is the 1st time Paul ever uses this wordÑand the
only time it occurs in the book of Romans.

- And this word electis the proper and most excellent way in which 
God your Father wants to refer to you as His son in this context.

- And weÕre not supposed to get thrown off here by a seemingly
tough theological term or conceptÑand go off in the woods and try
to teach the ÔDoctrine of ElectionÕ from stem to stern as a systematic
category of Bible doctrineÑbecause if you do, youÕre going to end
up not only lost, but making a mess out of a very simple issue!

- So why is that word electthe most proper and the most excellent
expression to use here to describe what you are as GodÕs son?

- And to understand this wordÑyou donÕt have to go to any Greek
dictionary or lexicon or any ancient manuscript at allÑbecause you
have in your hand a faithful copy of GodÕs word that has inspiration
extended right into that faithful English copy.

- So all you have to do is to think,  What does our English word, 
elect, meanÑand I mean in its non-context affected meaning?
What does the simple word electmean, regardless of what context
youÕre talking about that it could be used inÑwhatÕs the lowest,
common denominator meaning to the English word electÑwhen
someone is called an electone?

- The lowest common denominator to what it means when
someone is called an electone is:  YOU ARE CHOSEN TO
FULFILL A PURPOSE!

- Because when you elect someone to an office, thatÕs what
you doÑyou choose them to fulfill that office.

- Well nowÑunder the context of sonshipÑbecause you now know
what God has ÔpurposedÕ with respect to you (which is why that word
purposewas used there back in (:28), [you are the called according to
his purpose] Ñ and now here in (:33) you are now recognizing 
yourself as one, who, in connection with having believed that gospel
of Christ and been justified and sanctified with the capstone of 
sonship nowÑhas been chosen to fulfill the purpose of sonship!
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- And thatÕs why the probing question asks, ÒWho shall lay any thing
to the charge of (you, the one whom God has chosen to do this)?

- And thatÕs the excellency and the power of using that word elect:
GodÕs saying to you:  Look, I chose you to do thisÑto be my son,
and to fulfill the purpose of sonship, and to be my heir to my 
kingdom (this thing you now know as the creature)!

- This is another great example of how God teaches you a
concept and then develops it and then comes along and tells
you what it is in a single word!

- Because if you were reading along here, probably none of
you said to yourself, Hey, thatÕs not what I am! - noÑyou
read that word and may have said, IÕm not sure exactly what
that meansÑbut you probably didnÕt think you werenÕt 
GodÕs elect.  [because He told you you were back in (:28)!]
(you already have a frame of reference for this word!)

- All 11 words of this 3rd probing question is a remarkable display of
superior vocabulary control!  (Simple, short, profound, and makes a
powerful impact upon the human heart!)

- ÒWho shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?Ó

- Now is there any question as to what this 3rd probing questions is
asking?

- You should have a pretty good grip on what itÕs going after.

- Now we need to turn our attention to the godly remedyÑbecause
itÕs there that we will find the kind of intelligence we need - to be
able to adequately and intelligently answer this as a son!

- The godly remedy:  It is God that justifieth.

- And really, thereÕs nothing technical (word-wise) to explain here
at allÑand really, thereÕs nothing even technically doctrinal to have
to explain here at allÑbecause the justify issue here is the issue of
being justified unto eternal lifeÑand you should know all about that
doctrineÑso that only leaves you with what IÕve been talking about
all along as the solution to Part A of you being your own worst enemy
to success in your sonship life:  Your FatherÕs Attitude!
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- Notice, however, how this godly remedy is in strict keeping
with the Ôcontrolling questionÕ of (:31) Ñ because that very 
issue of being justifiedis sitting right there in one of those 
ÔlinksÕ in the FatherÕs Ôchain of provisionÕ of (:29-30)!

- Now what we have to do is to make sure that we know why ÒIt is God that 
justifiethÓ is the godly remedy to the 3rd probing question.

- And really, if you intelligently understand & appreciate what the
probing question is asking and going afterÑit should follow that you
intelligently understand & appreciate the godly remedy and why the
issue of that remedy is:  It is God that justifieth.

- You know that what this probing question is going after is the issue
of that first aspect of your inheritanceÑas an heir of Godyou are set
to inherit the Òkingdom of GodÓ Ñ which isnÕt just another way of
saying that you will have eternal life and live in heaven with God in
a new, glorified, immortal bodyÑbut itÕs an inheritance that is 
directly related to your FatherÕs business!

- And you have been informed that as an heir of God your
Father, youÕre going to be in that creatureÑand as a member
of the new creature, youÕre going to have a part in liberating
the creaturefrom the bondage of corruption!

- So nowÑput yourself in your FatherÕs positionÑand through your
FatherÕs eyesÑand with His attitude toward what it means for you to
be His heirÑhow would you answer the probing question of (:33)?

- When You have provided all that youÕve said youÕve provided for in
(:28-30) - when your son comes to you and has muffed-up in his own
sonship curriculum so badly that he stands before you ÒchargedÓ with
something that could mean he would actually fail to receive his
Òheir of GodÓ inheritanceÑwhat would you say to him in order to
relieve his shaken confidence that, because of his own stupidity and
foolishness whereby he has become his own enemy to his sonship
lifeÑwhat would you say to him to get him to Ôwise-upÕ and stop
feeling guilty, self-pity, despondent, discouraged, and depressedÑand
get up, dust off, and go on?

- YouÕd say, ÒLook son, stop dragging your tail, I justified you in the
first place, didnÕt I?  And you how permanent your justification is,
right?  Ok, I just didnÕt justify you unto eternal life permanently, but
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É in your justification you also became my permanent heir because
you are a permanent member of my family, arenÕt you?  So son, is
there any thing or any way that you could possibly loose your
inheritance as my son? or fail to get your inheritance as my son?Ó

Ñ  No?  So whatÕs the problem?  Ñ

- And as IÕve pointed out beforeÑitÕs perfectly appropriate (and even
the most excellent) way to talk about this as a justificationissue
because as you learned back in Romans 1:1-4, the gospel of Godor
gospel of Christis composed of both your justification and your
sanctificationÑbut you canÕt learn about sanctification until you 
first learn about justification!

- And your Father wants you thinking about your justification here;
but NOT in connection with anything to do with your eternally
secure Òat-one-mentÓ (as a re-cap of Romans 1-5) - but He wants you
thinking about justification in a specific wayÑ ( with you as His
heir) Ñ and when you do that, you should think about the strength
of Him justifying youÑand the strength of Him justifying you 
doesnÕt only make your eternal life secureÑit makes your 
inheritance as an heir of God eternally secure as well!

- And just as secure as you are in the fact that youÕre going
to go to GodÕs heaven when you die and have eternal life
with Him foreverÑyou, as a member of His family, are just
as secure in the fact that as a son, youÕre going to inherit the
kingdom of Godin the creatureNO MATTER WHAT!

- So that solves the problem of you as a son, ever becoming depressed
or despondent or full of self-pity when youÕve muffed up in the
curriculum for sonship education to where a ÒchargeÓ could be laid
upon you that would make so that you fail to receive your sonship
inheritance as an heir of God!

- And when the time comes when a charge could be laid against you,
your Father says,   ÒLook at it, son, from my perspectiveÑI justified
you; I knew what I was doing when I did it; the strength of what I
did to justify you makes it so that you have that inheritance as my
adopted sonÑthatÕs yours! Ñ and thereÕs nothing you could ever do
to thwart that inheritance being yours!Ó

- And thatÕs His attitude towards me, being His heir!
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- You see, this isnÕt trying to work out some doctrinal issue in the
Òdoctrine of justificationÓ at allÑitÕs taking what youÕve already been
told and now gaining the FatherÕs own attitude towards it all (towards
you as His justified, adopted son who is now a member of His family
and an heir of Himself).

- And this should make a huge impact upon your heart (your
inner man) - it should have a ÔkickÕ to itÑbecause youÕre
now thinking about justification (not as merely permanently
secure and Òat-oneÓ with God) - but as a son who also has
the strength of that permanent justification being extended to 
your inheritance as an heir of God your Father!

- And the issue isÑwhat my FatherÕs done for me as His heir,
and His attitude toward me as His heir, doesnÕt hinge upon
me screwing up!  (What a joy that is!)

- And whatÕs so important here is that you can now look at these probing 
questionsÑ(at least the first 3 now) - and while the first 2 are relatively easy 
to get a grasp upon (because even though they deal with things yet future as 
we get underway in the curriculum, they are of a nature that isnÕt as personal 
[so to speak] as they are when you get to the 3rd & 4th probing questions) Ñ
but now at (:33-34) youÕve got to get real personal because you are now in 
view as your own worst enemy.

- And whatÕs so important here is that you can now look at this 3rd
probing question and begin to think about (and have a frame of 
reference for) that time in the future when your sonship education gets
underway in earnestÑfor the times in which you will experience such
things as muffing up to the degree that a legitimate chargecan be
laid against you.

- And I say thatÕs so important because whatÕs happening here
(or should be happening as you have given time to thinking
about all this) is that your thinking is moving form whatÕs
supposed to be taking place, to the actualityof it taking place.

- And you should be beginning to perceive the way in which,
when the time comes where youÕre going to needthis 
information and needthe effectual working of this part of
sonship establishment and needyour FatherÕs perspective Ñ
your realization of these issues should now be going from
the theoreticalto (even though youÕre not actually in this
situation yet) - to perceive what it would be like to be in
such a situation like this!
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- And therefore there should be occurring in your thinking a sober
realization of what our Father wantsus thinking about when weÕre
in such a situation thatÑbased upon us muffing upÑweÕd be
internalizing everything based upon our disobedience or our failure
or whatever weÕve done that weÕre going to be obsessing overÑand
instead of internalizing all that & continuing on in self-pity and self-
destruction (dejection, despair, depression, etc.) - the greatness and
the power of what youÕre being given here (and probed about) is that
your Father comes along and says,

ÒLook at it from my perspective, son, Ñ because IÕm not
depressed, IÕm not dejected, and IÕm not devastatedÑand all
that kind of business Ñ and hereÕs the issues that make it so
that thatÕs not how I amÑand if youÕll only think about these
things, thatÕs not how youÕre going to be either!Ó

- And thatÕs the kind of transition IÕm (as your pastor) looking for in
your thinking (and that your Father is looking for) in your thinking.

- Your thinking should now start having some solidity to itÑso that 
youÕre not slipping back into your own frame of referencein 
connection with dealing with each probing question [and with each 
answer and each remedy to each answer]Ñ(which, in this situation,
blocksyour ability to think about it like your Father does)!

- ItÕs critical that you understand & appreciate that as soon as you
begin to internalizeall those thoughts & feelingsÑand all that heavy
toll that comes upon your human heart from muffing things up and
making a mess out of your usefulness of the sonship curriculum Ñ
as soon as you internalize all thatÑthatÕs the exact point at which 
you do become your own worst enemy!

- Because now youÕre no longer listening to and thinking
with your FatherÑyouÕre no longer viewing things from His
perspectiveÑbut now youÕre thinking from your own human,
carnal perspective and viewing things from, really, your own
imagination!

- And I want you to realize that internalizing all that despair and
anguish over your own muff-ups with the curriculum is an extremely
powerful motivator unto self-destruction!
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- And your Father knows itÑand thatÕs why this has to take place 
now as part of sonship establishmentÑso that you know exactly
what to do when these situations DO become a reality!

- In a sense, this is like training in advanceÑbecause youÕre (like I
said before) itÕs like youÕre in a psychological game that a therapist 
would do with you by Ôroll-playingÕ Ñ and saying, LetÕs put 
ourselves in this situation in advanceÑand letÕs think about what itÕs
like so that when that situation does actually come alongÑinstead of
you throwing up your hands and saying, What do I do now? - youÕve
got a frame of reference already there and some experience already 
there to fall back upon.

- And that really needsto be done! Ñ itÕs something that hasto take
place in connection with our sonship establishment (and thatÕs why it
takes place last) - because by the time you get to this 3rd component
of sonship establishment, thereÕs supposed to be enough of a frame of
reference (not only for what the sonship statusis aboutÑbut for what
living the sonship life is goingto be like) - thereÕs enough of a frame
of reference for what itÕs going to be like, to begin to therefore 
realize some things about it that are going to be trueÑand you can
appreciate them right nowÑeven though you arenÕt necessarily
actually dealing with the curriculum or the living out of the details of
the curriculum yetÑthereÕs actually enough of a frame of reference so
that you can begin to ÔtasteÕ it (so to speak) without actually being
engaged in it just yet.

- And thatÕs really whatÑwhen it comes to the full measure of ambition and 
enthusiasm and eagerness and everythingÑto get underwayÑ(and that needs 
to be the attitude we need to have at the outset of starting to deal with the 
curriculum later onÑand that we want to have sustaining us throughout the 
entire course of going through the curriculum) É. well, when it comes to first 
of all establishing that attitude within usÑthrough the effectual working of 
(:28-39), verses 28-30 once again, in connection with viewing our entire 
sonship life from the perspective of our FatherÕs preparations for it and 
predestination of us unto itÑthatÕs what sets our mind upon the issue of the 
fact that WEÕRE GEARED FOR SUCCESS!

- And thatÕs the 1st issue when it comes to getting the sonship enthusiasm and 
ambition and eagerness, etc., to be the kind of ambition and the kind of 
enthusiasm and the kind of eagerness that it needs to beÑon par with our 
FatherÕs!
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- And then the issue is to go through these 5 probing questions that weÕre 
going to give answers to based upon what (:28-30) sayÑto root out within 
our inner manÑand to do the open heart surgery (as I say so often) - to 
surgically expose the issues that are in our heart that are going to be damaging 
and detrimental and devastating to that enthusiasm, ambition, and eagerness 
that we want to have continually operating within usÑon par with our 
FatherÕsÑthroughout our sonship life.

- And we have to go through all 5 of these questions, once again, to deal with 
the 5 areas in which problems can occurÑand when you get here to (:33 & 
34), we deal with ourselves as our own worst enemy in view of the 
internalizationthat will take placeÑand all the self-pity that weÕll operate 
uponÑand the Ôtail-between-the-legsÕ attitude that weÕll come up withÑand 
the destructive course that we can all end up in if we continue to follow it 
when we do fail and louse up.

- And what weÕre gaining here right now is the ability to appreciate the reality 
of that taking placeÑin order to get a kind of ÔforetasteÕ of what thatÕs going 
to be likeÑbut most importantly of all:  to be able to forestall the issue of 
internalizing it Ñand to get wrapped up with the issue of a particular charge
being laid against us (or being condemned) - and getting the idea in our minds 
on the basis of that, that itÕs not worth us going on; we donÕt deserve to go on; 
weÕre a lousy son and our Father should just throw us away; etc., etc.,

- grantedÑwe could do some things that would cause us to be full of 
such self-reproachÑand IÕm not saying that there shouldnÕt be any
reproach and rebuke and sorrow in connection with our stupidity of
lousing up, and so forth.

- But the issue is that our own attitude toward ourselves is going to talk us 
into a black depressionif weÕre not careful!

- And thatÕs the very thing that this is all designed to get us to be aware ofÑ
and also to realize that it doesnÕt have to be that wayÑand our Father is 
providing us with the remedy so that it doesnÕt become that way:

- And the remedy is to look at it from His perspective!
(It is God that justifieth.)

- And what IÕm driving at right now is that you should now have (by now) the 
successful realization of the effectual working of HIS ATTITUDE as your 
Father towards youas His son in view of the provision HeÕs made for you as 
His heir in connection with His businessÑto be able to pick yourself up; ...
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É dust yourself off; and go on!

- And HeÕsgot an attitude of a particular kind in connection with thatÑthe 
SonÕsgot a particular kind of an attitude in connection with that (which is 
sitting in :34) Ñ and the combination of those 2 attitudes together make it so 
that (to put it this way) weÕve got no right to be full of self-pityÑwe do not 
have the right to do that!

- If we do it:  itÕs because weÕre STUPID! Ñ itÕs because weÕre
IDIOTS ! Ñ itÕs because weÕre turning our back upon what our 
Father has told us to think!

- And what you should now be able to perceive is that you donÕt just have 
your FatherÕs perspectiveÑbut that perspective can now be appreciated as a 
VANTAGE POINT (= advantage or superiority in a contest or conflict)!
[Your Father, in this last component of sonship establishment {along with 
everything else} is giving you His perspective, which in turn gives you a 
vantage point!]

Ñ Now at this point we should be able to adequately and intelligently
understand & appreciate:

- what the 3rd probing question is asking (and why);

- what itÕs probing is going after;

- what the godly remedy is (and why);

- and what the correct, intelligent answer to the probing question is.

33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?
      It is God that justifieth.

Probing Question #4:
34  Who is he that condemneth?  It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.

- Now we come to ÔPart-BÕ of the 2-part probing questions (Probing 
Question #3 & Probing Question #4) that God our Father is going to 
ask us about and probe our hearts about in regard to the firstof our 2
enemiesthat will attempt to thwart the success of our sonship 
education, edification, and sonship lives.
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- Of all 5 probing questions, this one is the shortest:  (just 5 words).

Who is he that condemneth?

- And (just as itÕs been all along) the answer to this one looks easy,
but just as weÕve already seenÑit is really quite involvedÑand itÕs
because of justhow involved it is (as is true with each of the 5 
probing questions), that all that ÔinvolvementÕ (so to speak) is what 
gives each question the ÔpunchÕ or ÔkickÕ to just how deepthe 
probing goes into your heart to expose the kind of snags/obstacles/
hindrances/impediments that are there that would cause you problems 
and could very easily end up with you giving up on your sonship 
education (or parts of it), and in the end, giving up on your sonship 
life!

- And itÕs in all thatÕs deeply involved with each simple
question thatÑonce it does itÕs probing workÑand once itÕs
done itÕs exposing of the problemsÑand once that heart of
yours has been probed by your FatherÑand once the
answer to each one has become intelligently perceived and
answered with real sonship intelligenceÑonce all thatÕs been
done, that when you go away from each of these questions
with the kind of godly attitude that matches your Father, and
the kind of godly confidence, assurance, and conviction that
makes it so that your commitment to your sonship education
is one that means that you will never abandon the
curriculum for your sonship education no matter what!

- And I say that just to point up the fact that having to go into all 
thatÕs involved in each question is highly beneficial for usÑif weÕre
going to get out of each question what weÕre supposed toÑand have
each one do itÕs job.

- Now, again, unlike the 1st & 2nd probing questions, beginning with
the 3rd questionÑand on through the 5thÑwe have, at the end of
each of these last 3 questions a godly remedythat is givenÑand the
correct answer mustreflect that godly remedy!

- Once again, the answer to the 4th probing question is:
No oneÑbut what exactly is this issue of being condemned,
and why is the information contained in the godly remedy
information that makes it so that we would answer Òno oneÓ
with some real sonship intelligence?

- (ThatÕs what we have to find out!)
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- Of the 2 parts that deals with us as our own worst enemyÑjust by
the natureof the critical word (as I call it) in each question [chargein
(:33) & condemnethin (:34)] - and by how much is involved in each
of the godly remedies Ñ it should be apparent to you that of the 2, 
this one is the more serious issue!

- And it is the more serious issueÑand the one that you will
go back to time and time again as you go through your own 
sonship education and sonship life!

- WellÑas we beginÑsince weÕve already brought this issue up (and 
necessarily so) in dealing with the overall effectual working of these 2 probing 
questions as Part A in (:33) and Part B in (:34) Ñ we already know whythere 
are 2 parts and we already know whyPart A in (:33) deals with God the Father 
and Part B here in (:34) deals with God the SonÑright?

- Because each one has a the imposing threat or impending danger or
peril or riskÑsome kind of failure brought on by us as our own worst
enemy that would cause us to not only fail to succeed in our sonship
education/edificationÑbut ultimately fail to receive either the 
reward of our inheritance as an heir of God or fail to receive the
reward of our inheritance as a joint-heir with Christ.

- So if weÕre going to go about dealing with this 4th probing question
in a Ôfirst things firstÕ mannerÑthen the only natural thing to do is to
first of all deal with this short questionÑand make sure that we really
have a crystal-clear (HD) understanding and appreciation for exactly
what itÕs saying and what itÕs asking.

- And really, (word-wise), itÕs not only the shortest, but the simplest
of the 5 questions.   Ñ   Who is he that condemneth?

- And we can almost say, that of the 5 words that make up this 
questionÑthe first 4 need very little comment at allÑ but itÕs that last 
word that needs a lot of comment and a lot of clarity!  

- ÒWhoÓ Ñ again, by the wayitÕs worded, and by the wayin which
itÕs presented to you, we know that the issue in this question isnÕt
one of having to uncover & discover who the WhoisÑbecause by
nature of the way itÕs worded, the identity of the Whois really 
irrelevantÑitÕs not asking us to identify the WhoÑbut the real focus
is upon you, yourselfÑand those times when you have done 
something for which you would stand condemned!
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- And so the first 4 words should be clearly understoodÑand that
leads us to that final word of the question:  condemneth

- And weÕve got these 2 critical wordsÑcharge in (:33) and 
condemneth in (:34) Ñ and some of you have already come to 
realize that just by the nature of those 2 words, there is an intensely 
more serious thing going on in (:34) than was in (:33).

- And so we need to ask the questionÑWhatÕs the difference between
(:33) & (:34) when it says:

33 Who shall lay any thing to the chargeof God’s elect?

and the issue in (:34) of

34  Who is he that condemneth?

- WhatÕs the difference between Ôlaying a chargeÕ and being 
ÔcondemnedÕ?

- And we could go to the ÒoriginalÓ Greek and say that the
word charge is evgkale,w = to come forward as an accuser
against someone; to bring a charge against someone as in a
court of law Ñ and the word condemneth is katakri,nw =
to give judgment against someone; to judge worthy of
punishment; to adjudge someone guiltyÑ(by the way, itÕs 
used 19X in the KJ:  17x condemn,  2x damn) Ñ and in the
Greek construction itÕs used in an absolutesense here.

- (But really none of that is getting us anywhere as
to whatÕs really going on here!)

- And before we even consider nailing down the difference between
the 2 wordsÑI just want to draw your attention to the most obvious
thing of all about themÑand that is that they are not the same words,
neither are they just close synonyms that are going about just saying
the same thingÑonly in a slightly different way.

- They are not the same wordsÑand they are not saying the
same thing at all!

- And if youÕre not carefuland precisehereÑyouÕre going to
wind up with these 2 questions saying pretty much the same
thingÑonly with maybe a little more clarity or explanation
in (:34) than you have in (:33) - and that NOT the case!
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- And itÕs important we do thisÑand make this distinctionÑbecause
itÕs in that distinctive difference between these 2 words that you will
realize the great difference between the CONCERNfor you as a son
at the beginning of (:33) and the CONCERNat the beginning of (:34).

- (So because you canÕt deal with the remedy unless youÕve
first of all got the ÔproblemÕ framed up properly, we need to
get this clear.)

- WellÑwe already have a good definition and working definition of
the issue of what it means to have a chargelaid against you in (:33).

- ÒchargeÓ= from the Greek (evgkale,w) = a legal term, 
meaning to accuse, as in a court of law; to bring a charge
against anotherÑto charge, fault or blame someone for
actually committing a crime or wrongdoing or specified 
offenceÑ Ôa load of blameÕ.

- But even with that definitionÑwe had to make it a working
definition by saying that while this is talking about a real fault
or offence or legalwrongdoingÑin our context itÕs talking 
about it specifically in the area of failing to properly and/or 
fully use the sonship curriculum because of sin, misuse, 
abuse, misunderstanding, misapplication or whatever.

- So letÕs now come along and look at the issue of condemnation.

- (Condemnation in this context!) Ñ because you can pick up
an English dictionary and look up the word condemnation and
find that that word can be used in a legal context as well.

- And weÕve already said that what God is doing here
is NOT simply restating the same thing over again.

- Because if youÕre condemnedby a courtÑyouÕre legally
condemned to deathÑand so thatÕs a legal condemnation.

- And even Òthe gospel of ChristÓÑ before you believed in
Christ as your Saviour, comes along and legally condemns 
you to death!  Ñ eternal death before the bar of GodÕs
justice.  (Much like the Lord said back in the gospel accounts
É he that believeth not is condemnedalready [John 3:18]).
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- And thatÕs a legal condemnationÑbecause itÕs talking about
you being condemned to eternal death by GodÕs justice.

- And my understanding is that just simply because youÕve got the
word condemnedÑit doesnÕt necessarily mean that youÕre dealing 
with something legallyÑgranted, in the most common way, it does,
but we have to be preciseand pay close attention hereÑand 
remember all those things that keep us on track and Ôout of the 
woodsÕ where we would end up getting lost.  [the 4 things]

- But my understanding is that this context here does (more or less)
move the issue of condemnationout of the legal framework of things.

- And thatÕs because (:33) has pretty much covered the legal 
framework of things.

- Because not only did (:33) deal with the issue of being
legally chargedfor somethingÑbut within the godly remedy
you have asthe remedy, anotherlegalissueÑthe issue of
God justifyingyou.

- So what youÕve got to do here is to think therefore of condemnation
in this context of sonshipÑand not only that but in the context of
how we will be responding (or liable to respond) to failures and
inconsistencies and downright disobedience in our sonship lives.

- And that IS the context here.

- And so you need to think of what it means or what you would think
about in what might be called ÒSONSHIP CONDEMNATION .Ó

- How would you define Ôsonship condemnationÕ?

- ActuallyÑwe do have a parallel to this kind of condemnation that
weÕve already encountered in our study of the book of Romans.

- Romans 8:1

- (And while itÕs not exactlythe same thingÑthere is a
parallel issue about the natureof the condemnation that exists
back thereÑthat gives us an understanding & appreciation
for the natureof the condemnation that goes on as a son when
you become your own worst enemy to where you have done
something so that you could be condemnedasa son.)
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- And I say that itÕs not exactlythe same thing because the
issue of sonship hasnÕt been brought up yet in Rom. 8:1.

- But what IÕm after is the parallelissue of the nature of what
it means to be condemnedÑwhich is found in both the
Rom. 8:1 passage, and our passage here in Rom. 8:34.

- Back there in Romans 8:1Ñin the initial doctrine regarding putting
our sanctified position that we have in Christ into practiceÑhow is it 
[initially ] that we are supposed to do that?

- And by ÒinitiallyÓ - I mean even before you learn about
walking after the Spirit and minding the things of the Spirit
and thus being spiritually mindedÑwhat was it before that
that you learned concerning howyou are to put your 
functional, sanctified life in Christ into practice?

- Answer:  Romans 6:14
For sin shall not have dominion over you:  for ye
are not under the law, but under grace.

- So when we learn to understand & appreciate that we can only put
our sanctified position in Christ into practice by walking after the
Spirit and not after the flesh under the law  Ñ  when (:1) of Romans
8 says, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.Ñ
what kindof condemnationis Paul talking about there?

- Answer:  The areaof condemnation is your functional life;
but whatÕs the sourceof the condemnation?

- Answer:  Walking after the flesh under the law.

- So whoÕs doing the condemning?

- Answer:  The law itself.

- So thereforeÑwhat do you FEEL when youÕre under the law, and
the law condemns you?  Ñ and IÕm not talking about an unbelieverÑ
IÕm talking about you as a justified, sanctified member of the church
the body of Christ trying to do what Romans 7 (and the latter half,
especially) talked about by PaulÕs exampleÑputting yourself under
the law and trying to put your position in Christ into practiceÑand the
law condemnsyou when you do it Ñ what do you feel?
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- Answer:  What does (:24) of Romans 7 say?
24  O wretchedman that I am!  who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?

YouÕd feel wretched!

- And thatÕs the exact same thing youÕd feel over here in Romans
8:34 Ñ because if youÕre condemnedin connection with living your
sonship life on the basis of your own stupidity, what are you going
to feel? Ñ youÕre going to feel like a wretched failure!!!

- Keep in mind whatÕs going on hereÑyouÕre going to be your own
worst enemy to your success as a sonÑand when that time comes,
youÕre going to start thinking a thought process in which youÕre going
to internalize everythingÑand every fiber of your being is going to
turn againstyouÑto condemnyou in your sonship life!

- Now thatÕs not the full-blown understanding that weÕre after yet, 
but thatÕs getting our thinking where itÕs supposed to be in order to
begin dealing with the natureof the condemnationof (:34).

- And just like the lawÑ(in connection with your fundamental 
sanctification) - if you walk after the flesh under the lawtrying to 
put your position in Christ into practice therebyÑand it condemns
youÑand based upon its condemnation, you become a wretched man
like Paul talked about there in (7:24) by an honestresponseto that
condemnationÑ well then, whatÕs your viewpoint in view of 
becoming so wretchedin your thinking?

- ??? Ñ (keep in mind that this is your attitude in contrast to
the SonÕs attitude) - youÕre feeling wretchedin view of what
youÕve done (or in view of an accumulation of a whole bunch
of failures) - and youÕre under self-condemnationÑand what
IÕm after here is what your viewpointis going to be under 
such self-condemnation?

- And by ÒviewpointÓ Ñ a viewpoint is what are you
going to do from here on in?

- Answer:  I QUIT ! Ñ YouÕre either not going to want to go
onÑor youÕre not going to think that you should go onÑor
youÕre not going to think itÕs worthwhile going onÑor
whatever!
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- In other words, that condemnationis going to materially affect your
viewpoint concerning: going on!

- And thatÕs in keeping with the whole context here of this 3rd & final
component of sonship establishmentÑand that is:  the issue of 
maintaining the attitude & ambition & enthusiasm & eagerness that
(:28, 29, & 30) gave you!

- And if youÕre under condemnation(self-condemnation) - and youÕre
wretchedin your thinking and so forthÑwhat kind of ambition &
eagerness & enthusiasm do you have to go on?  NONE!

- And this is why what weÕre after here is how you feel about it; and
how youÕre going to respondto it; and what your viewpoint is going
to beÑand all that Ñ because when you look at the godly remedy to
this 4th probing question (just like the godly remedy in [:33]) you
donÕt just have some doctrine coming along and fixing the situation,
but youÕve got the SonÕs attitude being put on display as the One who
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us.

- So now we need to take this much and begin to put the whole package 
together to this 4th probing question.

- (:33 & 34) are 2 sides to the same coin (so to speak) Ñ and thatÕs
because there are 2main waysin which we will respond(being our
own worst enemy to ourselves) when it comes to muffing up in 
our sonship lives.

1)  Has to do with the legalitiesof what weÕve done from the
perspective of GodÕs justice, and His holiness, and His
righteousnessÑ because we have disobeyedÑwe have gone
contrary to the way in which we should be living our sonship
livesÑespecially if that involves sin.

- But the remedy to that (once again) is:  the legal
position our Father has put us in having justified us.

- But not every failure necessarily involves us yielding to a sinful lust 
of the flesh Ñ and not every failure, therefore, is necessarily going to
provoke the legalconnotations to it that (:33) provides the remedy for.

- (Because not everything in our sonship livesÑwhen it comes to 
failing;  being disobedient;  not following through like we ought toÑ
is a sinful thing in the sense of it being a yielding to a sinful lust of the 
flesh).
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- And I say it that wayÑbecause you have to now be able to
see both sides of the coin (to you being your own worst 
enemy) clear and sharpÑand thatÕs the kind of differentiation
that has to take place as you get the effectual working of 
each of these probing questions that deals with you being 
your own worst enemy.  (:33 &34)

- Because when it comes to the issue of living our sonship livesÑand
when it comes to the issue of the effectual working of the curriculum
within us when we actually start dealing with itÑ(to put it this way
for now) Ñ thereÕs an equal number of things within the curriculum
for our sonship education that are issues that we are expected to
engage in, and involve ourselves in, and participate inÑwhich are
NOT the issue of:  not doing sinful things; or not getting wrapped up
in the works of ungodly men or the ungodliness of this world or
something you would normally think of and denote in your mind as
a sinful work of the flesh type thing.

- But they are some things that are unique to sonship and the nature
of living the sonship lifeÑlike what might be called the sonship
graces(or sonship featuresÑattractive, pleasing qualities or activities
that further develops & sharpens the sonÕs skills to a fuller 
pleasurable form)  .. that are offered to us to participate in.

- And the truth of the matter isÑbecause theyÕre in the context of
sonshipÑand because, therefore, God is dealing with us as adult
sonsÑHe beseechesus; urgesus; entreatsus; exhortsusÑto avail
ourselves of them; participate in them; partake of them and so forth.

- É but He doesn't come along and TELLUSthat we
HAVE to do it!

- And really IÕm bringing this issue up now to simply illustratehow
some things in sonship (and some failuresin sonship) fall outside
the realm of sinful works of the flesh type issuesÑbut at the exact
same time can be serious failure-type issues to you as a son.

- But because these kind of things doexist in the sonship lifeÑand 
you already should have some awareness of the reality them (because
they were touched upon back in sonship orientation)Ñ these, 
therefore, are things that you and I can make the decision in our
sonship lives, based upon either our LIKE or DISLIKE for themÑto
either choose to participate in themÉ or choose not to!
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- And when you choose NOT toÑyou make the sonship decision 
(which you are given the freedom and the liberty to do as a son) to
NOT do it!

- ItÕs not our FatherÕs will that we make that decisionÑ
because He wantsus to do it, otherwise He wouldnÕt have put
it in the curriculum!

- But you make the decision whether to participate in it or
not.

- And there are consequencesto both the positive and the negative
response to them.

- And eventuallyÑin connection with a negative responseÑ
(especially when you are so earnest and desirous of living your 
sonship life) - the consequences of that negative choice you made in
connection with an issue of one of those sonship graces thatÕs in the
curriculumÑitÕs going to become apparent to you that itÕs going to
cause you a problem!

- Now thatÕs as far as IÕm going to go in describing that issue to you for 
nowÑbut it has to be brought up right now (at least that much of it) because
those are particularly the kind of failures, disobediences, inconsistencies, and 
muff-upsthat weÕre talking about when it comes to the issue of the 
condemnationthat (:34) has in view here.

- Whereas the sin issue was an issue in (:33) - even though I played it
down quite a bitÑbut still it was a legitimate issueÑbut here in (:34)
the far bigger issue in sonship condemnation is along the lines of
what weÕve just described.

- (:34) isnÕt talking about you going out and fornicating, or
getting drunkÑitÕs not ÔlegallyÕ muffing up (to put it that
way) Ñ itÕs not what you would normally consider and put
under the umbrella of sinful disobedience as a son.

- And reallyÑto put it in contrastÑit comes under the umbrella of:
SONSHIP STUPIDITYÑnot that youÕre not stupid when you sin 
(you are) - but this is sonship stupidity in connection with failing to
take advantage of the things in our sonship lives & in our sonship
education that are Ôpart & parcelÕ of being able to get everything out 
of our sonship lives & be able to attain the aims/goals/objectives of it.
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- And these are the things, especially, that when we are confronted with, and 
sober up to the COST of those acts of stupidityÑthese are the things that 
actually produce the condemnationthatÕs spoken about in (:34) - [especially 
the self-condemnationÑand that wretched man affect that, as far as a son is 
concerned would make him come along and say, ÒIÕve failed so much that I 
might as well just stop and not go on any more.Ó

- Or say, ÒI see this aim or goal or objective out there, and I now 
realize that in order to attain that goal I should have participated in
that sonship grace opportunity back there, and now on top of that I
didnÕt do this and didnÕt do that and ignored this other thing my 
Father wanted me to doÓ É. and thatÕs the kind of self-condemnation
and self-reproachÑand misery and dejection and the wretchedness
that all comes about from that.

- And thatÕs why the remedy for this isnÕt the legal remedyof it as ÒIt 
is God that justifieth.Ó Ñ but rather itÕs the remedy of Christ and 
what gets spoken about in the rest of (:34) in connection with His 
death, yea rather, His being risen againÑwho in connection with that 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

- So my understanding is that this is the kind of issues weÕre dealing with here 
in (:34) when it comes to Part B of us being our own worst enemy.

- And the condemnationissue here that is different from the charge
being laid against us issue of (:33) is the kind of condemnationthat a
soncan bring upon himself because of the kindof failures that a son
can make that are not legal violations of GodÕs holiness and 
righteousness in his walk (like sinful behavior would be) - but are
another kind of failures which are more along the lines of that sonship
stupidityweÕve been talking about.

- Because they are failures in the sense of not wanting to (or being not
willing to) respond positively and properly to issues in our sonship
curriculum and in our sonship livesÑthat we have every legal right
given to us as a son to say ÒnoÓ to, if we want toÑ but weÕre also
told by our Father that itÕs stupid and foolish for us to do that!

- But HeÕs not going to come along and ÔwhackÕ us with a
cane or anything along those linesÑHeÕs dealing with us as
adult sonsÑand if we choose to Ôopt outÕ Ñ then we also 
choose the consequences that go along with that.
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- But my understanding isÑthese are the kind of issues that are involved in 
(:34).

- And this is the other side of the coin of us being our own worst 
enemyÑbecause when you look at the issue of sonship itselfÑand
what the sonship life of a son is all aboutÑthere really are only 2 
waysin which a son can fail his Father:

- One is by the legal offences of participating in outright
sinful, course-of-the-world behaviorÑas if he didnÕt care at
all that he was a justified/sanctified son.

- And the other is to opt out of participating in these grace
features of his sonship.

- Bothkind of failures will produce grief and godly sorrow in a sonÑ
(if heÕs sensitive to his failures) Ñbut both will not produce 
(necessarily) the exact same kind of viewpointwhen the failures are
acknowledged.

- And when it comes to the failures in connection with having
opted out of, or chosen not to fully participate in those 
sonship graces (or opportunities & honors & privileges) and
the likeÑthe kind of self-recrimination & condemnationthat
comes upon a son when he has to face up to the fact that thatÕs
what heÕs been doingÑhis outlook (viewpoint) then is,
ÒI might as well not even bother going onÓ Ñ itÕs kind of like
thinking ÒIÕve fallen so far behindÑIÕve made such a mess
out of thisÑitÕs just not worth it.Ó

- And thatÕs putting it mildly!!! 

- Because it can be described far more graphically than thatÑbut to 
do so would take someone who has been in that kind of anguish of
soul for these exact reasons of being his own worst enemy in 
connection with standing condemnedin his own mind (for real and
legitimate reasons of failing to participate in the sonship graces) - but
to describe it in more detailÑit could not be done without being done
in tears and heart-wrenching turmoil!  

- But even thenÑthe reason for a son to get up, dust off, and
go onÑeven in light of miserable failures of just this kind of
condemnationÑis because of the rest of what (:34) says!
Because of Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercessionfor me when I messed up like that!
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- At this point we need to stop for a moment and make sure that weÕre 
properly understanding and appreciating this 4th probing question:

- 34  Who is he that condemneth?

- Are there any questions as to having a firm and good grasp upon
exactly what this question is asking and why?

- (Having sonship intelligence to know whatÕs being asked).

- You should know what this particular aspect of this
condemnationissue is all aboutÑand the kind of self-
condemnation thatÕs in view here.

- Well the next logical thing to do is to begin dealing with the godly remedy:

- 34  É It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us.

- Now thereÕs a lot of information contained in this lengthy remedyÑ
and it may (at first glance) seem that if you do have any problem at 
all with whatÕs said here, your problem area (or where youÕre not 
really grasping an issue as clear as youÕd like) is with that issue of 
Christ who also maketh intercessionfor us.  Ñ  right?

- Because you might be askingÑWhy is Christ doing that?,
and whatÕs He doing for?

- But thatÕs the last issue in a string of 4 issues presented about the
Lord Jesus ChristÑso I think the wise thing to do is to look at the
first issueÑand possibly there is something about that that you might
not have as good a grasp in your thinking about as you think you do!

- And before we deal with any of the details of the godly remedy, the
first thing we need to clearly understand & appreciate isÑin view of 
the kind of condemnationand self-condemnation that can take place 
as you being your own worst enemyÑwhere you would choose to opt 
out of the sonship graces (opportunities, honors, & privileges) that 
can bring your sonship life down to a miserable failure where you
would end up in that Ôwretched manÕ state and just decide to give up
and quitÑwe need to have a clear understanding & appreciation of
why the remedy for this involves the Lord Jesus Christ and not God
the FatherÑi.e., those first 3 words:  It is Christ ...

Page 1048                                              Romans 8:14-39



- AgainÑthereÕs a reason why the remedy for (:33) Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?is It is Godthat justifiethÑ
referring to God the Father Himself.

- And thereÕs a reason why, when it comes to the other side of the
coin (Part B) (:34) Who is he that condemneth?that the remedy is to
look at our situation under such condemnation from the perspective
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

- So the question isÑWhy would you think that the Lord Jesus 
ChristÕs attitude would be the remedy for this kind of failure?

- And weÕve got to be able to answer this question firstÑ
before we can begin to deal with any of the detailsÑ
otherwise the details wonÕt make the sense that theyÕre 
supposed to make.

- Any ideas?

- And just to help you outÑyou donÕt have to try to come up
with this out of the blue (so to speak) - but youÕve already
got the information given to you from what youÕve already
gone through up to this pointÑthe answer to the question is
somewhere previous to (:34) in your sonship establishment. 

- So, why the Son?

- (By what weÕve come to understand & appreciate about how
we are supposed to go about dealing with all this information,
you should be able to find itÑjust like you found where the
godly remedy for (:33) came from!)

- Think about all those things that govern & regulate &
control how we think about all this informationÑviz.,
Ò31  What shall we then say to these things?Ó

- And (:33) is easy to connect to (:28-30) -It is God
that justifieth Ñ and that connects to that ÔlinkÕ in the
FatherÕs chain of provision:  them he also justified:

- So in that chain of provision, where is the Son mentioned?
É he also did predestinateto be conformed to the image of
his SonÑ weÕre supposed to be conformed to His image!
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- The whole objective of your sonship education & life is to be
conformed to His image!

- And all those things that youÕre going to Òopt out ofÓ are all things
that are supposed to and designed to conform youto his image!

- So the natural One whose attitude you need to have when you 
stupidly and foolishly choose NOT to be conformed to his image is
the One whose imageyouÕre supposed to be conformedto!

- And to put it in a ÔnutshellÕ Ñ what (:34) says when it says, It is
Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for usÑ is to make
it so that you have the exact same attitude He has in connection with
what He did (and the investment He made) for you to beconformed
to his image!  Ñ  and if you think that you're opting out of certain
aspects of it (and the grief you have over it) is enough to make so that
you ought not go on:  YOUÕRE NOT THINKING ABOUT IT FROM
HIS PERSPECTIVE!  

- He diedso you could be conformed to his image;

- He was raised from the dead, and is at the FatherÕs right
hand, and makes intercession for youin connection with 
each one of those things that youÕre failing on and that youÕre
refusing on and that youÕre balking atÑ those are all things
that pertain to you being conformedto Him!

- Those are all issues of you going through the very same
kind of things that He went through in His sonship life!

- And because they are of that natureÑHe can come along 
and go to your Father in connection with each of those things
and adequately describe the difficulty that there is in that
sonship grace or privilege or opportunity!

- (Not that He has to persuade the Father of it [or
anything along those lines] Ñ but that they can have
communion & fellowship about it).

- And thereÕs sympathyon both or their parts in connection
with when we do fail!  (They donÕt come along and say, 
Aw, you stupid son!  WhatÕs the matter with you?!?)
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- No.  There is, with the Father and with the Son, the issue of
genuine (godly) sympathyand genuine empathyfor us!

- And thereÕs the issue of encouragementfor us to go onÑ
and to go back and get those participation opportunities and 
grab on to them and instead of opting out of them:  participate
in them and functionin them and get the wisdom and the 
experience and the further skills and fuller developed skills
that they are designed to give us that conform us to the image
of Christ!

- And that encouragementis thereÑand more than that, 
neither the Father nor the Lord Jesus Christ is going to 
come along and think one bit less of us!

- Because the issue with them is that they expectus to go
back and encourageus to go back and get all that we need!
and then go on! and keep gong on!

- And thatÕs whatÕs involved in answering the question Why the Son?
And thatÕs whatÕs involved in all thatÕs going on in the godly remedy
to this 4th probing question.

- That intercessionÑthatÕs not legal intercession at allÑ
(because the legal issue has been taken care of in [:33]) Ñ
thatÕs the intercessionof encouragementÑand the 
intercessionof help!

- (Just like it was back there in [:26-27] in sonship
prayer when the Spirit itself maketh intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be utteredÑ thatÕs
HELP!)

- And all that is designed to get it so that we come 
back and enter into sonship prayer with our Father 
and we DEAL with the issueÑand we donÕt come to 
Him like a dog with our tail between our legsÑ
fearing weÕre going to be ÔwhackedÕ or that HeÕs 
going to laugh at us and ridicule us and chewed us out 
or anything along those lines!

- And that goes for this issue here in (:34) when Christ makes
intercession for usin connection with our condemning failures to
opt out of sonship graces that are designed for us to be conformed to
his image!
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- Therefore an intelligent understanding and appreciation of the 4th probing 
questionthat deals with ÔPart BÕ of us being our own worst enemy to the 
success of our sonship lives:  Who is he that condemneth?  Ñ along with an 
intelligent understanding & appreciation of why the godly remedy is the issue 
of the 2nd Person of the Godhead (God the Son):  It is Christ É  Ñ we should 
have some real appreciation for the nature of this sonship condemnationÑ

- ItÕs not a condemnation in the legal sense.

- Rather itÕs a self-condemnation that takes place when you Ôopt outÕ
of the sonship gracesÑthe grace given opportunities and honors and
privileges built within the curriculum to participate in certain 
activities that (even though they may seem at times repugnant and
distasteful and repulsive [and sometimes dangerous]) they are 
nevertheless designed for you to participate in because they are all
opportunities for you to be conformed to the image of Christ, which
is what you have been ÔpredestinedÕ for in the first place.

- And because you are treated by your Heavenly Father as an adult
sonÑyou have every right to Ôopt outÕ of these sonship graces if you
so desire.

- However in doing so, you also opt for the consequencesof your
decision.

- Therefore the time will come as you continue on in your sonship
life where you are going to encounter problems associated with your
foolish decision to Ôopt outÕ of these sonship gracesÑand when those
problems arise and you begin to recognize your foolish/stupid 
mistake, and realize how it puts your joint-inheritance with Christ
in jeopardy, and therefore you internalizeall of the guiltand turmoil
and remorsethat arises in your heart because of itÑto the point of 
becoming wretchedin your inner manÑthe result will be you 
viewing yourself as a total failureÑa failure so bad, and to such a 
degree that unless there is a godly remedy for it and another 
viewpoint of it, you will end up, in the end, just giving up and not 
going on in your sonship life.

- Well, this kind of sonship condemnationdoes have a godly remedyÑbut itÕs 
actually the final stages of a particular ailmentthat every son is susceptible to 
and should be aware ofÑand should be aware of both what it is and how itÕs 
cured!  Ñ  ItÕs called:  STRAITENED IN YOUR OWN BOWELS!
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- So letÕs take a very brief look at this ailment called being Òstraitened in your 
own bowels.Ó

- II Corinthians 6:11-13 (:12)

- Is this some kind of gastro-intestinal problem or disorder?  Because there is a 
real physical problem that can occur in your intestines that can be called being 
Òstraitened in your own bowels.Ó

- But this is a Biblical way of using terminology of your anatomyÑand very 
real disorder that can occur in your physical bodyÑbut here itÕs using that 
physical disorder to refer to & describe a spiritualproblem or spiritual
disorder.

- It refers to something being not right or not functioning properly in our inner
man.

- And just as with any problem in which a physical malady is used to
describe a spiritual maladyÑthe spiritual malady is the one that is
far worse than the physical one!

- And just as the health and proper functioning of our physical bowels
are vital to the welfare of our physical lives, so the health and proper
functioning of the bowels of our inner manare vital to the welfare of
our sonship lives and to our godly edifying in this present 
dispensation of GodÕs grace.

- And the truth of the matter is, if this ailment is left untreated and not
cured, it can do more to interfere with our sonship lives, and can do 
more to wreck havoc with the success of our godly edification, than
just about any other affliction we can possibly experience!

- And itÕs because of just how serious the danger that this ailment 
posed to the sonship lives of the CorinthiansÑand because Paul knew 
they were already suffering the affects of it that he informs them that 
they indeed had the ailment in (:11-13).

(especially :12) -Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are
straitened in your own bowels.

- Paul recognizes that the Corinthian saints had this ailmentÑand the
truth is, he knew that they had to for quite some timeÑwhich is why
so many of the problems associated with it were dealt with back in
I Corinthians.
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- But now Paul recognizes that their condition had gotten worse to the
point where a more serious kind of damage was being done in
connection with their godly edifyingÑbecause their ailment was now
putting a serious strain on their relationship with Paul himself (just as
Paul says).

- And in doing thatÑit was causing them to strongly balk at 
participating in some highly important and very necessary 
aspects of their sonship edification!

- And in doing so it was causing them to no longer follow PaulÕs own
sonship example and pattern for usÑand ended up bringing their own
sonship edification and lives to a halt!

- And in view of that they now have to face up to this ailmentthat 
they have brought upon themselvesÑand they have to be curedof it,
otherwise it will be impossible for them to make full progress in their
sonship edification and in living out their sonship lives.

- So this is serious business!!!

- LetÕs take a look at these bowelsof our inner man.

- What we normally call the bowels of our physical bodies are also
what we generally refer to as our digestive system.  (Usually talking
about our small and large intestines.)

- And our physical bowels are really a wonder of how God has
created our physical bodiesÑbecause not only do they provide for
the complicated and complex activity of digesting our food 
(absorbing water & nutrients and so forth), but also for getting rid of
waste material.

- But there is another wonder about the bowelsÑand that has to do
with the fact that of all the organs in our physical bodies, few (if any)
are more sensitive to our emotionalmake-up as are our bowels.

- And in that way (and this is critically important) - in that way, the
bowels are highly sensitive to, and highly stimulated by what we
LIKE and what we DISLIKE !

- (Sensitive to/stimulated by stress and/or by what is
pleasant to us).
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- Therefore the bowelsof our inner man were understood by the 
Greeks (as well as how the Bible deals with the concept) as Ôthe seat 
of our sensitivity, affection, and emotional response to what we face
in lifeÑ based upon our personal likesand dislikes.Õ

- The Bible refers to our inner man bowels in a number of different
ways and in a number of different contexts:

- Philippians 2:1
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies, 
2  Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind.

- Colossians 3:12
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering;
13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving on another, if any
man have a quarrel against any:  even as Christ forgave you,
so also do ye.

- Philemon 7
For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because
the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.

20  Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord:  refresh
my bowels in the Lord.

- I John 3:17
But whoso hath this worldÕs good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?
(dealing with proper godly affection for other saints, along 
with sensitivity and responsiveness to their needs.)

- But the issue weÕre concerned with in being straitened in our own
bowelsis the issue of the bowels of our inner man being sensitive to 
and emotionally responsive to the will, or wishes, or desires that 
another person might have for usÑand since we have our own 
personal table of likes and dislikes, we are particularly sensitive to 
things that do not conform to our table of likes & dislikesÑespecially 
when they are the likes & dislikes of some other person!

Page 1055Romans 8:14-39



- And the real ÔkickerÕ to all this isÑwe are the most sensitive to any
attempts that another personmight make to alter or change our own
personal Ôlikes and dislikesÕ in order to conformthem to his!

- So our inner bowels are very responsive to the expressed will, 
wishes, or desires that another person might have for usÑand 
depending upon whether or not the other personÕs will or desire for
us conforms to our own personal Ôlikes and dislikes,Õ Ñ this is what
determines whether or not we become straitened in our own
bowelstowards him Ñ or in other words, this is the very cause of
this ailment of being straitened in our own bowels!

- Granted, I do recognize that it is possible for us to be
straitened in our bowels towards someone in a good sense,
(for example if his desire for us is unrighteous or sinful) -
but thatÕs not the issue here at all.  (weÕre taking about our 
Heavenly Father)

- Simply putÑif we are straitened in our own bowelsÑthen we are
not receptive to something that another person desires for usÑand
we are not willing to therefore go along with it because it is not
agreeable to us.

- We object to bringing ourselves into line with his expressed
desire or will for us because we take exception to what he is
exhorting us to do, or to partake of, or to participate in, or the
likeÑand we then object because it does not agree with what
we like, or what we want, or what we desire.

- And the end result is that we resist complying with his desire for us
and so we become straitened or constricted, in our fellowship or
dealings with himÑchoosing to limit or confine our fellowship and
dealings with him to only those things with which we do agree.

- And the issue of NOT being straitened in our bowels is the issue of 
being receptive to his desireÑand we are willing to go along with it,
because it does not disagree with usÑwe donÕt take any exception
to what he exhorts us to do, or to partake of, or to participate inÑand
so we do not decide to limit our fellowship with him.

- Now thatÕs a simple understanding & appreciation of itÑbut itÕs sufficient 
enough to enable you to understand its basic function.
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- Now this ailment of being straitened in our own bowelsbecomes something 
that we are particularly susceptible to once we are taught about our sonship 
status (Rom. 8:14-15)Ñand itÕs when that status of a son is made aware to us 
and when we begin to live in accordance with it, that we can Ôcome downÕ 
with this ailmentÑand it can start to cause us problems.

- And this is directly due to the fact that from the time God our Father
teaches that He has given us Òthe adoption of sonsÓ - He specifically
begins working to conformthe various components and operations
of our inner man to that of His AND to that of the Lord Jesus 
ChristÕs!

- And itÕs this issue of being conformed to the imageof the
Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) thatÕs at the very core of why the
godly remedy for Romans 8:34 Who is he that conedmneth?
the issue of It is ChristÉ that is, why it is God the Son and
His attitude as our intercessorthat provides the remedy for 
those times when we have become straitened in our own 
bowelsand condemnedin our own minds and wretchedand
wanting to give up.

- And thatÕs why Paul will later on talk about having the same
ÒbowelsÓ of the Lord Jesus Christ (see Phil. 1:1-11 [:8])

- Note that this is also the very oppositeof what those
ÒSonship CommitmentsÓ are all about!

- And what that means isÑthat itÕs very possible that, even though we
arenÕt involved with the actual receiving the instruction of the sonship
curriculum yet (Rom. 12:3ff) Ñ there are still some things in sonship
orientation and in sonship establishment whereby you can actually 
begin to be straitened in your own bowelsby, but the ailment really 
hasnÕt become Ôfull-blowÕ yetÑand the symptoms might not be 
manifesting themselves to any high degree yet.  (itÕs lying dormant)

- But your first encounter with this ailment will probably
happen as you go though all these adjustments to your
inner man attitude as your Father brings your attitude in line
with His & with His SonÕs.

- In short, in accordance with our FatherÕs purpose of predestinating
usas sons to be conformed to the image of His Son, He works to 
make it so that we have Òthe bowels of Jesus Christ.Ó
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- He therefore works to give us the Lord Jesus ChristÕs own Ôlikes and 
dislikes,Õ and thereby causes us to have the same bowelsof 
sensitivity, affection, and emotional responsivenessto His will and 
desires for us in our sonship lives as that which belongs to the Lord 
Jesus Christ in His sonship!

- However as our Father does this, we might resist it and object to 
bringing some aspect of our lives into conformity to the image of 
Christ.  

- Because based upon our own unadjustedÔlikes and dislikesÕ 
we might find some aspect of conforming us to the image of 
Christ to be embarrassingto usÑor to be intimidating   Ñ  
or we might find that something makes us fearfulÑor we 
might consider it to be too costlyÑor to be distastefulÑor to 
be disagreeableto us for some other reason.

- Now what we need to understand is this:  
- Whenever we find some aspect about our conformity to the image of 
Christ to be unpleasantto usÑor offensiveÑor disagreeableÑor 
when we are disinterestedin itÑor are less-than-enthusiasticabout 
itÑand we decide to resist it, or ignore it, or somehow avoid it 
altogetherÑthen we have become straitened in our own bowels
towards our FatherÕs expressed will and desire for us. 

- Our own Ôlikes and dislikesÕ cause us to object to some aspect of our 
FatherÕs expressed desire for us, and so we straiten(or narrow or 
constrict) our dealings with Him because of itÑlimiting or confining 
our cooperation with Him & fellowship with Him to only those 
things with which we have no objections.

- Do you see how this ailment is indicative of sonship?  of 
adulthood type dealings & relationships?  and not of the 
variety of childhoodtype thinking and dealings?  (because 
youÕd simply order the child to comply and if he didnÕt, 
then youÕd force him to!)

- Well this, once again is the gist of what it means for us to be straitened in 
our own bowelsÑand even from this simple scope of it, we can see that it is 
indeed a self-induced ailment!   Which is why Paul puts it the way he does to 
the CorinthiansÉ

   12  Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in 
         your own bowels.  (II Corinthians 6:12)
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- This ailment of being Ôstraitened in your own bowelsÕ begins much the same 
way any physical ailment begins:

- It has a definite history to itÑas well as a typical pattern of 
development.

- For us, as sons, it usually begins at the time when God teaches us
about our sonship status and how to live in accordance with it.

- However, much like a physical ailment, it often begins silentlywith
only mild symptomsÑwhich means it can either go undetected by us
or easily ignored by usÑbecause we can easily consider the 
symptoms to be rather insignificant.

- And that means that when the ailment does shows up and manifests 
itself in a clear wayÑthe truth is, by that time the ailment is already 
well established within us.

- DonÕt forget that the ailment of being straitened in your own bowelshas as 
itÕs core issue the issue of your Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ being adjusted by 
God your Father to match His own Ôtable of likes and dislikes.Õ

- And that adjusting of our Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ begins from the
moment we are taught about our sanctified position in Christ in
Romans 6Ñbut the vast majority of the work of adjusting our Ôtable
of likes and dislikesÕ gets underway when our Father tells us He has
given us Òthe adoption of sons.Ó

- And thatÕs because our sonship status not only comes with great
liberties, privileges, and honours Ñ but it also comes with great
responsibilitieswhich requiresolid commitment on our part!

- So the onset of being Ôstraitened in our own bowelsÕ can occur right
from the Ôget-goÕ in sonship orientation where we are supposed to
cry, Abba, FatherÑand thereÕs a great deal that we can talk about in
connection with sonship orientation and all that goes on thereÑ
especially involving our Father going to work in our inner man and 
working on our Ôtable of likes & dislikesÕ - and in connection with the
kind of valuewe place upon our sonship educationÑand in 
connection with the sonship commitment levelsÑand so forth.

- But for now (especially in light of the kind of sonship condemnation
of Romans 8:34), I want to focus upon some of the worsening 
symptoms in the later stages of being Ôstraitened in your own bowels.Õ
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- And it often takes a fatherÕs examination (just like a doctorÕs examination) 
to make a proper diagnosis of the ailment Ñ and you can see the apostle Paul 
(acting as a father) do this very thing with the saints in ThessaloniaÉ 

- I Thess. 2:10-12
- Even with those Level II & Level III sons, they are never 
completely immune to this ailmentÑand Paul (acting as a father to
his children) deals frankly with themÑand through intelligent and 
insightful Ôexhorting, comforting, and charging,Õ he purposely
probes their inner man and deals with what he finds thereÑlooking
for any straitening in their bowels where their Ôtable of likes &
dislikesÕ are not in harmony with God their FatherÕs.

- So now letÕs look at the worsening symptomsthat can occur beyond 
sonship orientation and sonship establishment.

- Once our sonship education/edification gets well underway, (with
the result that our conformity to the image of Christ starts to become
manifest and evident in our walk), we then begin to encounter more 
and more occasions to become straitened in our own bowels.

- Because as our conformity to the image of Christ becomes manifest
in our walk, this naturally provokes a negative reaction from the
ungodliness and unrighteousness of this world as it registers its
disdain for our godliness.

- This happens especially when we get to Romans 13:12-14 (read).

- Here we Ôcast off the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light,Õ Ñ and purposely start Ôwalking honestly
as in the day.Õ

- And in doing so we go on the offensive(so to speak) in our
sonship livingÑwe start to directly repudiate the mainstays
of this worldÕs iniquities and ungodlinessÑand thereby also
purposely provoke the Adversary to respond!

- And this makes us subject to numerous forms of rejectionand 
oppositionÑincluding such intimidating things as ridicule, mockery,
scorning, ostracizing, defaming, cursing, despising, and the like Ñ as
well as persecution, abuse, hatred, and other expressions of this
worldÕs disdain for godliness.
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- And none of those kind of things are things that we would just
naturally find pleasantÑbut we would naturally find them very
unpleasantÑ(and due to that, we would naturally desire and choose
to Ôopt outÕ of them)!

- Those are all things we donÕt naturally ÔlikeÕ - but ÔdislikeÕ!
(And so we would not want to experience them).

- That is:  Unless you possess Òthe bowels of Jesus Christ!Ó

- So when we experience such unpleasant thingsÑwe can easily
become Ôstraitened in our own bowelsÕ in connection with themÑand
also toward our Father, (who has designed that we do experience such
things as part of our being conformed to the image of His Son.

- And this is the very thing that happened to many of the Corinthians
when they began to receive such tribulations and persecutions.

- Being straitened in their own bowels they decided that they
had had enoughÑand they chose not to participate any longer
in those aspects of their conformity to the image of Christ
that provoked such unpleasant things.

- And therefore you have Paul reprovingthemÑas a father would his
sons Ñ
- I Corinthians 4:8-13 (read)

- AgainÑbeing straitened in their own bowels the Corinthians chose 
to court the worldÕs approval and to be accepted in its sightÑinstead 
of suffering the consequences of manifesting conformity to Christ.  

- They preferred and chose to be Òwise in ChristÓ in the  eyes of the 
world by doing such things as making GodÕs word subservient to the 
wisdom of this worldÑinstead of being Òfools for ChristÕs sakeÓ by 
denouncing the Òwisdom of this worldÓ and ignoring it.  

- They preferred and chose to be ÒstrongÓ in the worldÕs midst by 
operating upon its own sources of strength, instead of being looked 
upon as ÒweakÓ by operating upon GodÕs.  

- And they liked and desired to be ÒhonourableÓ in menÕs eyes, which 
they did by adjusting their Christian lives to Òthe course of this 
world,Ó instead of being willing to be ÒdespisedÓ by men for 
repudiating the iniquity of the worldÕs ungodliness.
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- So these believers at Corinth Ôopted outÕ of suffering for godlinessÕ
sake primarily because at the time of their sonship establishment, 
and at the beginning of their sonship education,they failed to 
adequately conform their own bowels to Òthe bowels of Jesus Christ.Ó

-  Therefore they wanted nothing to do with being Òmade as the filth 
of the worldÓ and with being Òthe offscouring of all things unto this 
dayÓ Ñ even though they had been taught and knew that it was 
an integral part of their sons hip education and of their 
conformity to the image of Christ!

- And so after reproving them Paul gave them a firm, but loving 
fatherly admonition and charge:  I Corinthians 4:14-17.

- Now this ailment (if left untreated) can grow even worse and even more 
serious complications can occur.

- So farÑthese are some of the ordinary things that every son will
experience as he naturally goes through the process of Level I and
Phase 2 of sonship education.

- But thenÑafter you get past Romans doctrineÑyou are going to
have to face Òthe sufferings of ChristÓ where the more serious kind
of becoming straitened in your own bowels can occur.

- And this is very seriousÑbecause partaking of Òthe 
sufferings of ChristÓ is also an integral part of our being
conformed to the image of GodÕs Son.

- And this more serious straitening in the bowels also happened to 
some of the saints in CorinthÑfor although some of the saints did
respond positively to PaulÕs fatherly reproof, admonition, and charge 
in I Corinthians 4Ñand so ceased being straitened in their own 
bowelsat being Òmade the filth of the world,Ó - others did not!

- And for those that did not, they certainly did encounter the more 
serious complications later on in connection with Òthe sufferings of 
ChristÓ Ñ in fact, they even took offense at partaking of a number of 
those privileged sufferingsÑsiding with the contrary opinions and 
carnal criticisms of unbelievers and false brethren, who based upon 
their own ungodly Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ found fault with the 
notion that God would (or even could) desire that His people 
experience such things!
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- So, for example, Paul contrasts his own sonship life with the life of 
those Corinthians who had balked at partaking of Òsufferings of 
Christ.Ó

- II Corinthians 4:7-12

- Again, many of the Corinthians did not want anything to do with the 
ÒlifeÓ Paul speak about hereÑbecause in order to be a partaker of this 
ÒlifeÓ they needed to Ôbear about in the body the dying of the Lord 
JesusÕ - but unfortunately they had little, or no taste for it.

- Because their inner manÕs Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ was not only 
out of alignment with GodÕs, but it was now AT ODDS with His likes 
and dislikes!

- And they had come to actually espouse the criticisms and objections 
of unbelieversregarding this Ôsuffering of Christ,Õ which now had 
them not only strongly disliking itÑbut even questioning its 
validity !

- So after teaching the Corinthians about this privileged Ôsuffering of 
Christ,Õ (and also after dealing with some additional matters to which 
they took offense and at which they balked because of their Ôless-than-
godly likes and dislikesÕ), Paul goes on to boldly assert that there was 
nothing for them to take offense at whatsoever:  
(see II Corinthians 6:3-5)

- Therefore the Corinthians had no real reason to take offense either at 
Paul and his own partaking of any of Òthe sufferings of Christ,Ó or at 
his ministry of teaching them to be partakers of these sufferings as 
well.

- Instead they should have counted it a privilege of GodÕs grace to be 
a partaker of these particular sufferingsÑnot only because they are 
Òthe sufferings of ChristÓ - but also because they are a necessary part 
of our vocational education and trainingÑand as such are a vital part 
of our conformity to the image of Christ.

- But sadly they did take exception to partaking of this Ôsuffering of 
ChristÕ and also of partaking of others, which made it so that Paul had 
to go on and say what he does in (II Cor. 6:11 & 12) [read].
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- Now this has only been a brief ÔscopeÕ look (very simplified) of this 
troublesome ailmentÑof its cause and general symptomsÑbut it should be 
sufficient for you to diagnose whether you might be straitened in your own 
bowels to some degree.

- And you donÕt want to Ôjust live with itÕ - because it will interfere
with your sonship edificationÑbut the good news is that you donÕt
have to Ôlive with itÕ - there is a cureÑa cure that not only can rid 
you of the ailment, but that also can provide for repairing the 
damage that it has caused.

- And thatÕs why Paul says what he does to the Corinthians in 
(:13) of II Cor. 6

- 13  Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto
my children,) be ye also enlarged.

- Therefore the ÔstraiteningÕ can be replaced with enlargement!

- So before we leave this doctrineÑletÕs take a brief look at the cure for being 
straitened in your own bowels.

- And we do need to take the cure for this ailment because of just how
serious it is to so many different aspects of our sonship life.

- Because all the while that it is interfering with our godly edification
and causing disruptions in our sonship lifeÑit is seriously impairing 
our vocational education and training as GodÕs Ònew creature!Ó

- And on top of that it is also robbing us of the full measure of godly
joy, happiness, satisfaction, and contentment that God our Father has
designed for us to have as His sons.

- And as sons in this dispensation of grace, we have been given the
unprecedented honour to live our sonship lives with the very Ôheart
and bowels of Jesus ChristÕ operating within usÑand to enjoy the
fruits thereof!  

- Our Father has designed to reproduce in us the very same kind and
same measure of joy, happiness, satisfaction, and contentment in our
sonship lives that the Lord Jesus Christ has experienced, (and still
does experience), in His own sonship living!
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- But weÕre robbed of all that when we foolishly choose to ÔstickÕ with
our own worldly Ôheart and bowelsÕ - instead of acquiring the Ôheart
and bowels of Jesus ChristÕ by means of our sonship education.

- And when we stupidly operate that wayÑ(upon our own Ôheart &
bowels) - we then become ÔstraitenedÕ at the very things, (and the 
only things) by which our Father has purposed for us to experience the 
full measure of His joy, happiness, satisfaction, & contentment as we 
live our sonship lives.

- Now the curefor being straitened in our own bowels is known and is readily 
availableÑbecause since the causefor this ailment is having a heart whose 
Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ does not properly or fully conform to our FatherÕs 
Ôtable of likes & dislikesÕ for us as His sonsÑthen the obvious way this cure 
is going to work is to remedy this discrepancy.

- In other wordsÑweÕll not be straitened in our own bowels at either
the demandsof sonship living, or at being Òmade the filth of the
world,Ó or at partaking of any of the sufferings of Christ (or any other
sonship matter), if we truly like these things!

- And we will like them, if we have come to see
Ôeye-to-eyeÕ with our Father on them!

- And the core of the matter in having our Ôtable of likes & dislikesÕ
not matching our FatherÕs is the problem that we simply donÕt think
about them exactly as our Father does!

- And because the ÔtableÕ of our heart is the core of the matterÑthen
weÕre going to have to have some kind of spiritual surgical procedure 
done by our FatherÕs word upon our hearts.

- And that surgical procedure is what Paul gives to the Corinthians
there in II Corinthians 6 Ñ

11  O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart
is enlarged.
12  Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your
own bowels.
13  Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my 
children,) be ye also enlarged.

- The cure for being straitened in your own bowels is to enlargeyour
heart!
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- Now when we speak of someone being Ôlarge-heartedÕ or having a Ôlarge
heartÕ - we mean to say that he is affable, sociable, friendly, welcoming, as 
well as generous and kindly in his dealings with others.

- But this is not the only meaningÑbecause we can also speak of 
someone having a Ôlarge heartÕ or an Ôenlarged heartÕ in the sense that
he is very agreeable & sympathetic to the wishes or desires of 
another personÑso that he gladly goes along with those wishes and
desiresÑand also works to promote them (even at the expense of 
some of his own desires.)

- Simply putÑa person is said to have Ôan enlarged heartÕ because
he has selflessly filled his own heart with the desires and wishes
of another! Ñ he has brought the desires of another personÕs heart
into his own heart, and in so doing, he has embraced them, making 
them his desires too.

- And this is exactly what God our Father is after in our own sonship
education and sonship lifeÑand actually, itÕs an ongoing process
throughoutyour life as a son.

- And in accordance with thisÑ a father is supposed to intelligently
work to purposely ÔenlargeÕ his sonÕs heart at strategic pointsin his
sonship educationÑjust as described (for example) in Prov. 23.

26  My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe my ways.  (Proverbs 23:26)

- And each time the father works to enlarge his sonÕs heartÑitÕs a
critical issue to his sonbecause itÕs what makes it possible for his son 
to go on and take the next step in his sonship life! Ñ it makes it so 
that his son will strongly desirethat next stepÑpreferring it to any
of the powerful worldly desires and seductions to opt out of it and opt 
for something it offers instead!

- Psalm 119 Ñ notice here that the remnant of Israel (when they 
receive their adoption as sons) - will want their heart to be ÔenlargedÕ
as they progress through their sonship education during the final
installment of GodÕs program with themÑand in that day they will
fulfill the words of the Psalmist, saying to God their Father É

- (:25-32) (:30-32)
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- Not only will those wise sons of the remnant of Israel 
understand that God their Father works to ÔenlargeÕ their heart
with His will and desiresÑbut they also will wantHim to
do this!  Ñ in fact, they will make the enlarging of their heart
a matter of their sonship prayersÑespecially when they know
they are in need of it!

- And they will be in need of it as they have to meet the ever
increasing demands pertaining to their sonship lives in the
final installment (5th/5th)!

- So how do we get our heart enlarged? and effectually cure the ailment of 
being straitened in our own bowels?

- First of all itÕs a very common thing for a father to have to enlarge
his sonÕs heartÑitÕs not uncommon at allÑdue to the nature of what
sonship is all aboutÑthe imparting of the fatherÕs heart into the sonÕs.

- SimplyÑand very generally putÑthe way in which God our Father
goes about enlarging our hearts is by the effectual working of His
word within our inner man Ñbut (and this is critically important), it
isnÕt just any old part of His word or any old truthÑbecause the truth
is, our heart needs to be operated upon and ÔenlargedÕ by the effectual
working of specific doctrines that are purposely designed by our
Father to make adjustments to our heart and in our heartso that
we can fully embrace our FatherÕs will for us instead of shun it!

- And all that is built into the curriculum for sonship 
education Ñ and thatÕs another reason for how critical it is
to view PaulÕs letters as a curriculumÑbecause you have to
follow it precisely, and in the order you find it in your Bible,
or else you run the risk of screwing up all these built-in
Ôfirst-things-firstÕ features of the curriculum thatÕs going to
have to get itÕs job done in our heart before going on!

- And the truth isÑfrom the time that God our Father teaches us that
He has given us Òthe adoptions of sonsÓ He goes to work on 
effectually dismantling the structure of worldly desires and carnal
standards that naturally exist within our heartsÑand then he begins to
restructure our heartÕs desires and standards after the pattern of His
own heart!  

- And the degree or extent to which we are straitened in our own 
bowelsdetermines what specific corrective doctrineswe need to 
hear so that we can begin to embrace and welcome what we have been 
refusing or opting out of.
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- And because of thatÑit makes it a little difficult to talk about
specifics (or specific areas in GodÕs word [in our curriculum]) where
we would need to go to get our heart enlarged.

- But we can talk about getting the cure, and how the cure 
effectually works to enlarge our hearts.

- I just want to mention that there are indeed many ways in which
your bowelscan become straitenedas you go through your initial
stages of sonshipÑsonship orientation & sonship establishment.

- And because of that, we have (as we have looked at in the past) all
those exhortationsin the book of Proverbs that help us understand
and appreciate how our hearts are, (even in those early stages), being
adjusted and enlarged to match that of our FatherÕs.

- And so you have the exhortationsÑthe commitment levels
Ñ and the producing of the proper, godly, virtuous attitudes
of our Father during sonship orientation & establishment.

- And a lot goes on thereÑand thereÕs a lot of things that you
can get straitened in your bowels about there for sure.

- But letÕs go on and just talk a little about the worseningand 
tougherforms of the ailment and getting our heart enlargedin respect
to curing those forms of the ailment.

- One of the strategic pointsin our sonship lives, later on as we begin
to actually go through the curriculumÑis when we become eligible to
partake of what may be called, our Ôprescribed sonship sufferingsÕ
like those we talked about before.

- This was where the Corinthians had demonstrated that they
had become straitened in their own bowels.

- And we need to realize that in connection with our Ôprescribed
sonship sufferingsÕ Ñ our Father makes appropriate provision in the
curriculum for sonship edification for further enlarging our heart so
that we can embrace those Ôsonship sufferings!Õ

- And it all starts with us learning to be impressedwith just how great
an honor and privilege it is for us to partake of the sufferingÑand 
once that happens our heart can begin the process of being enlarged.
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- So if the case with us is like that of the CorinthiansÑand we are
straitened in our own bowels at suffering opposition from this 
ungodly world for living godly sonship lives in its midstÑthen we

            need to avail ourselves of the curethatÕs sitting in I Corinthians 4:8-17.

- Because of that, Paul says É
9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last,
as it were appointed to death:  for we are made a spectacle
unto the world, and to angels, and to men.
(I Corinthians 4:9)

- And when Paul says thatÑhe actually begins providing for us to be
curedof our ailmentÑbecause when he says specifically, Òwe are
made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to menÓ thatÕs
describing the special honor and privilege that belongs to this brand
of sonship suffering!

- And itÕs that ÒspectacleÓ aspect of it that causes us to realize that
this sonship suffering for godlinessÕ sake truly is a privilege.

- And itÕs not simply an issue that we become a ÔtargetÕ or the object
of this ungodly worldÕs contemptfor godliness.

- But itÕs also the issue of us being a showcase for God Ñ one in
which He is able to visibly display through us His great longsuffering
and His graciousness and His lovingkindness to this world in the face
of its contempt for Him and for His righteousness & holiness.

- And that Ôpoint-perspectiveÕ viewpoint indeed makes 
suffering for godlinessÕ sake a privilege, to say the least!

- And then in accordance with this special & privileged aspect of 
being Òmade a spectacle,Ó Paul goes on to describe his corresponding
participation in it when he says what he does in (:11-13) [read].

- And the truth isÑthat in connection with us being conformed to the
image of GodÕs Son through our sonship educationÑ(and also in
accordance with the issue of us putting our conformity to Christ on
display to our FatherÕs glory)Ñ this sonship suffering is one of our
most phenomenal sonship graces!

- Because when we suffer for godlinessÕ sakeÑ(and in response we 
displaythe very same graciousness and lovingkindness that our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ have)Ñ God is able to showcase how that
through the effectual working of our Ògodly edifyingÓ He has been 
able to reproduce within us  a very significant amount of likeness to
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É Himself and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

- So then if we are straitened in our own bowelsat suffering for
godlinessÕ sake Ñ (preferring that men would think of us as being
Òwise in Christ,Ó instead of being Òfools for ChristÕs sakeÓ; or 
preferring to be looked upon as Òstrong,Ó instead of ÒweakÓ; or
desiring to be ÒhonorableÓ in menÕs eyes, instead of ÒdespisedÓ by
them, etc.) Ñ then we need to learn the basics of the privilege of this
sonship sufferingÑbecause only then will you begin to get cured of
this ailment.

- And then we need to honestly deal with all that God our Father has
Paul teach us in I Corinthians 4:8-17 [donÕt read] Ñ because we need
to become fully impressedwith this great privilegeÑso that the
process for effectually dislodging and fully displacing our heartÕs
ÔdislikeÕ for this suffering can occur.

- And this, in turn, will pave the way for us to sincerely 
appreciate this sonship suffering, and our former ÔdislikeÕ for
it to be replaced with a strong ÔgodlylikeÕ for it!

- And the final result will be that when our heart is properly enlarged
to embrace this sonship graceÑwe will no longer be straitened in our
own bowelsat partaking of itÑand instead we will be able to fulfill
PaulÕs fatherly exhortation É

16  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

- Now thatÕs the issue of sonship sufferingsÑand while those are tougher
forms of the ailment of being straitened in your own bowels, the toughest
forms of the ailment of all occur when we undergo Òthe sufferings of Christ.Ó

- And those are described by Paul over in II Corinthians 4-6.

- And they are very discomfortingÑand they can have serious
intimidating consequences to them that would naturally cause any
person to balk at them without the proper sonship preparation.

- But even the toughest form of being straitened in your own bowels
can be curedÑbeginning with us becoming suitably impressed with
the privilege that it is for us to partake of Òthe sufferings of Christ.Ó
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- And partaking of Òthe sufferings of ChristÓ is a tremendous privilege
(as well as a sonship grace to us) because our Father has actually
designed (in partaking of them) for us to experience sufferings of the 
very same nature as the Lord Jesus Himself experienced!

- We have the ultimate privilegeof being able to operate,
therefore, upon the very same kind of effectual working of
GodÕs word within us as that which the Lord operated
upon in His sufferings!

- It is the greatest privilege of our sonship education!

- But it is a Ôno-holes-barredÕ full-on, all-out war with the Adversary
and with his policy of evil against us!

- Here we will experience the brunt of SatanÕs policy of evil
along with a host of strongly intimidating and discomforting 
aspects of it.

- And those are designed to make it so that the ÔdislikesÕ of 
our heart are very tenacious and difficult to dislodge!

- And the nature of becoming straitened in our own bowels in regard
to the sufferings of Christ are going to be the toughest forms of itÑ
and it comes as no surprise that the cure for it has much more to it
than any of the previous kinds of being straitened in our bowels.

- But our Father has mercifully provided for dealing with this
situation, tooÑand so asHe teaches us about Òthe sufferings of
ChristÓ he also supplies us with a number of very powerful Fatherly
probings of our heart  Ñ  and these probings are designed to 
pointedly attack the powerful influence that the policy of evil has 
upon us, and so work at overcoming the strong ÔdislikesÕ that it has 
produced.

- So if we are (like the Corinthians) straitened in our own bowels at
partaking of Òthe sufferings of ChristÓ due to the ungodly opinion and 
carnal criticisms of unbelievers, or false brethren, then in order to 
counteract them and appropriately ÔenlargeÕ our heartÑwe too need to 
benefit from the effectual working of II Corinthians 6:14-18 [read].

- Notice there are 5 specific questions (sound familiar?) Ñ
whereby God provides for our heart to undergo a very 
penetrating analysis!
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- And these 5 questions are not simply rhetorical questions for which 
the obvious answer is ÒNone.Ó  

- Instead they are highly thought-provoking questions, which when 
honestly dealt with by us are designed to effectually penetrate our 
heart and to work within it in a very special way.

- Because by means of the specific kind of thinking that they generate 
in our minds, they are able to Ôcut us to the quick,Õ (so to speak), as 
they reprove us for foolishly giving heed to the worldly opinions, 
estimations, sentiments, reactions, and the like, of ungodly men.

- And those 5 probing questions also rebuke us for allowing the 
Adversary to successfully do damage to our sonship lives by 
deceiving us and intimidating us into complying with thinking and 
living that is completely contrary to the godly aims, goals, and 
objectives of our sonship lives.

- So very simply putÑwhen we respond honestly to the specific 
thinking that each of these 5 questions generates within usÑour 
Father is able to work in our hearts and not only to reprove us and 
rebuke usÑbut also to neutralize, nullify , and undo the defiling, 
polluting, and damaging influence that ungodly men and the 
Adversary have had upon us.

- And therefore, when all that has been successfully accomplished, we will 
then be able to fulfill PaulÕs charge to us in II Corinthians 7:1 É

1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God.  (II Corinthians 7:1)

- And thatÕs a brief survey of what that crippling ailment of being straitened 
in your own bowelsisÑand how itÕs cured.
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ

- Back to Romans 8:34

- Who is he that condemneth?Ñ we should now be able to intelligently 
understand and appreciate the question as sons who are having our hearts 
probed by our Father as to us being our own worst enemy to the success of 
our sonship livesÑthe sonship condemnationis not a legal condemnation due 
to some sins, but the kind of self-condemnation that occurs as a result of 
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É opting out of the Ôsonship gracesÕ and the kind of havoc that can take upon 
our inner manÑbecoming wretchedin our mindsÑto such a degree that we 
would just give up and quit on our education as sons.

- Any questions there?

- The Remedy:It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us.

- We should also now be able to intelligently answer the question of why the 
Son (Christ) is the issue in this remedy when those times arise that we would 
stand condemnedin our own mind.

- Not only is the Son the issue where this ÔPart BÕ of us being our own
worst enemy is concernedÑbecause the thing thatÕs at stake here is
failure in connection with receiving our joint-inheritance as a joint-
heir with ChristÑ

- But the matter of the Son being the issue in the godly remedy (in
light of ÒWhat shall we then say to these things?Ó of [:28-30]) is in
connection with that ÔlinkÕ in our FatherÕs Ôchain of provisionÕ 
whereby He predestinated us to be conformed to the image of his
Son.

- And all those Ôsonship gracesÕ we have the opportunity to participate
inÑall have to do with us being conformed to the image of Christ.

- Now letÕs conclude the godly remedy of (:34) Ñ

- Notice the progressive development of the 4 things mentioned:

1)  It is Christ that died,
2)  yea rather, that is risen again,
3)  who is even at the right hand of God,
4)  who also maketh intercession for us.

- All 4 of those things are things about the Lord Jesus Christ AFTER
His earthly ministry was concluded!

- Therefore, what our Father is having us view is the LordÕs 
propitiatory sacrificeÑand HeÕs driving at getting us to look at this 
final thingHe mentions in connection with it:  He maketh intercession 
for us.
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- In the progressive development—the first 2 are pretty easy to grasp,
but the sense & sequence of them are leading our thinking to a very
critical issue that makes us recognize the power and capacityof the
godly remedy to effectually work in our inner man so that we will
never find ourselves in a position when we’d be condemnedin our
own mind and become wretched in our thinking and just quit.

- It is Christ that died (Calvary), yea rather(an older 
English expression that is used to introduce a phrase far more 
stronger and more emphatic than that immediately preceding 
it) that is risen again, (and then we get taken to this issue of 
something that happened to the risen Christ) who is even at 
the right hand of God É

- What is it about that phrase (who is even at the right hand of God)
that is important to us—and to all this kind of sonship condemnation
and the godly remedy for it—that would end up with us intelligently
answering the probing question correctly:  “No one.”???

- Where does that phrase take your thinking?  
(Where in God’s word?)

- There is something very particular that our Father wants us to look
at concerning the death (and especially) the resurrection of His Son.

- Something that it took the first 2 steps in this sense &
sequence to arrive at … 

- (And He does it this way because you can look at
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in
a whole bunch of ways—because His redemptive
work on the cross accomplished a whole bunch of 
things—but here He goes step-by-step for a very
particular reason—and wants our thinking in a very
particular position in order to fully grasp the remedy)

- So, again, what is it about Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of GodÑ what is it about Him
being “at the right hand of God” that would ‘click’ in our thinking,
or make a connection in our thinking with the context here in Romans
8:34?

- Any ideas???
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- What is that phrase describing about Christ?

- Psalm 2: (:6-8)

- When Christ was risen, He was, (as a Son), placedas a Son in
connection with His successful completion of His sonship life and
sonship education and sonship vocational trainingÑHe was placed
as a Son (with all that behind Him) in connection with His inheritance
and His function in the final phases of His FatherÕs business!

- This describes the fact that HeÕs already received His promotion as
a SonÑand thatÕs a critical issue to us because that means that HeÕs
already experienced all of those sonship gracesÑHe participated in
all of themÑeven the most dangerous onesÑeven the most searing,
turmoil-producing ones (that can produce such stress and turmoil in
our inner man) -and HeÕs successfully withstood them all!

- And because of His successful sonship life (culminating in His 
death, burial, and resurrection) Ñ because of that, and in connection
with that, God his Father has given Him his sonship promotion.

- And there is a propheticaspect of thatÑso that when He lived His
sonship life, and fulfilled that last aspect of His sonship life on this
earthÑwhich was to function so as to fulfill the 1st Mandate of the
Davidic Covenant (the Redeemer & His redemption) Ñ and then He
was raised from the deadÑHe sat down at His FatherÕs right hand Ñ
and then just as Psa. 2 says, the Father said to Him:  Thou art my Son;
this day have I begotten thee Ñ and thatÕs His promotion as a son!

- And being promoted as a Son, HeÕs now in the position to begin to
function in connection with His inheritance.

- And thatÕs important to us because when we need a godly remedy 
for being condemned as a son in our sonship lifeÑespecially in
connection with the Part (part B) that has us being our own worst 
enemy to the point where it would jeopardize our joint-inheritance 
with Christ Ñ it immediately connects us with Christ as the One who
has successfully completed His sonship life on earth, and more than
that as the One who is now promotedto the position where He now
functioning in connection with His inheritanceÑso therefore HeÕs
the ONLY one who has the ability and capacity to HELP us when we
foolishly opt out of those sonship graces and assume that by doing so,
weÕre condemned from ever receiving our joint-inheritance with Him!
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- But É as I said, this is propheticto whatÕs going to happen in GodÕs
program with Israel Ñ however, God suspended His program with
Israel and revealed a secretpurpose He has in ChristÑin connection
with His accomplishments at Calvary and on through His receiving
His sonship promotion as Òthe ChristÓ Ñ and God revealed the
provision He made for being able to deliver the creature from the
bondage of corruption (not just the earth).

- And now in this dispensation of grace is where God has been 
making that knownÑand the heir-ship of the Son that is now in 
function is His heir-ship in connection with the creature!

- And thatÕs what we now have participation with in this dispensation
of grace!  (And that sets our thinking in the proper position to think
of Him in His sonship promotion as One who has the capacity to
HELP us in connection with the very same kind of things He went
through [successfully] when weÕre confronted with these sonship
graces that are designed to conform us to His image!)

- We donÕthave the possibility of becoming joint-heirs with
Him as ÔKing of kings, and Lord of lordsÕ on this earthÑ
(thatÕs the prophetic program) - (thatÕs for the sonÕs of 
Israel).

- Therefore that phrase:  who is even at the right hand of GodÑthat
is designed to put our thinking in the position God wants it in, in
order to bring up that last phrase that contains the help we need to
haveÑand ever rely on that helpÑto remedy our condemning mind
when weÕve stupidly opted out of participating in the sonship graces
that would conform us to His image!

- Now, thatÕs not the full remedyÑ(the final phrase contains the full
remedy) Ñ but that gets us (properly gets us) to the point where we
can have generated some things in our thinking that makes the godly
remedy the powerful and effectual thing that it is!

- I mentioned that Christ Òsat downÓ at GodÕs right handÑ
and that issue of being at the right hand of Godis in our
passageÑand that should have made you think of another
familiar passage where that gets declaredÑand again itÕs 
done in connection with ChristÕs sonship promotion:

          -Psalm 110:1-3  Ñ  (see KeithÕs Quarterly article)  [2nd/2009]
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- And this (this 3rd phrase especially) - this is why, when all of the
information youÕve gone through throughout all of your sonship
establishment (from Rom. 8:16 on) Ñ this 3rd phrase of this 4th 
probing question really brings to your attention that this isnÕt just 
talking about a Ôdoctrinal remedyÕ É BUT ITÕS A REMEDY 
CONTAINED IN THE LORD JESUS CHRISTÕS ATTITUDE Ñ
itÕs setting our thinking upon a particular attitude that the Lord has as 
an heir, HimselfÑone that becomes our remedyÑ(just as the attitude 
of the Father was the remedy in the 3rd probing question)!

- And that attitude (of viewing things the same way, and with the 
same attitude of Christ Himself) Ñ that attitudethat you are to have 
as a son as wellÑmakes it so that you have the exact attitude of the 
Son as His FatherÕs heir and you being a joint-heir with HimÑand itÕs 
that attitudethat makes it so that youÕre able to realize that HeÕs not 
mad, HeÕs not thrown for a loop, HeÕs not giving up on you, HeÕs not 
looking at you as a failure, HeÕs not Ôthrowing in the towelÕ .. or 
anything along those lines at allÑfar from it!  God forbid!

- Rather, HeÕs always Ôat the readyÕ to go to work for youÑin your
steadÑand make intercessionfor you to the Father!

- You see, thatÕs not a remedy that can be produced
academically Ñ thatÕs something that requires an attitudeÑ
(an attitude from the SonÕs point-perspective)!!!

- So we have for the 4th probing question:  Who is he that condemneth?  the 
godly remedyÑand that remedy comes to us in these 4 steps (so to speak):

1Ñ It is Christ that died, 2Ñ yea rather, that is risen again,
3Ñ who is even at the right hand of God,

- And that 3rd step gets us thinking about the Lord Jesus
Christ strictly in connection with His sonshipÑand more
than that, in connection with his sonship promotionas GodÕs
Son who has received the reward of His inheritanceÑand
now that inheritanceÑbecause of the revelation of the 
mysteryand this present dispensation of graceÑthat 
inheritance specifically has to do with the creatureand the
function of the intelligentsiaÑand the ruling and governing
and managing of the creature by Himself as the ÔheadÕ of the
new creature of the church, the body of ChristÑwith us being
joint-heirs with Him functioning in all those operations of it.
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- Therefore the 3rd phrase of (:34) ÑÉ who is even at the right 
hand of God, É Ñ is a critical ÔstepÕ because it actually prepares
your thinking for the ÔpunchÕ of the core-issue of the godly remedy
to ÔclickÕ in your thinkingÑand to attach itself to your thinking and
to your inner manÑso that youÕll never forget it Ðand so that youÕll
have it ever ready Ôat-handÕ to rely upon and to act upon when those
times occur in your sonship life where you would become condemned
in your own thinking as your own worst enemy to the success of 
your sonship life.

- And this means that when it comes to the issue of (and the very
real possibility of) you failing to receive your joint-inheritancewith
Christ in the governing/ruling aspects of the creatureÑChrist Himself
is the natural One who would have something to say about itÑand 
the natural One who could have any thing to do about itÑand to 
provide a remedy for us about itÑbecause HeÕs the One who is now 
in possession of His inheritance in connection with the creatureÕs 
governmental/ruling/intelligentsia structure!

- So if there is a remedy to our sonship condemnationÑHeÕs the One
who can provide it!  (And there is a remedy that He doesprovide!)

- So with all those proper and necessary steps behind usÑwe can now look at 
that godly remedy to sonship condemnation:  It is Christ, É who also maketh 
intercession for us.

- Now this is one of those areas where we can easily get lostÑand
more importantly, we can easily miss out on the effectual working of
this godly remedy:  if we look at this issue of ChristÕs intercession
as a doctrine(a category of doctrine)!

- Because the doctrineof ChristÕs intercessionÑor the facts
of itÑor the detailsof itÑtotally missesthe point of how it
remedies our sonship condemnation!

- The godly remedy isnÕt in the facts or doctrine of ChristÕs 
intercessionworkÑthe godly remedy is in the Lord Jesus ChristÕs 
ATTITUDE as He goes about making intercession for us!

- So letÕs remind ourselves of what weÕve already come to understand
and appreciate about this issue of Christ making intercession for us
in connection with us being condemnedin our own minds as sons.
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- Remember to make sure that youÕve got in your thinking that:  ÔPart
ÔBÕ of this 4th probing question ÔlinksÕ up with that issue in our
FatherÕs Ôchain of provisionÕ in (:29-30) with the issue of us being
predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son.

- And youÕve also got to keep in mind that what constitutes 
condemnationhere as your own worst enemy is when you choose to 
Ôopt outÕ of  those Ôsonship gracesÕ that are designed to conform you 
to the image of Christ.

- And thirdly, you have to keep in mind that whatÕs at stake here if
you do fail in your sonship life in this regardÑis that you wonÕt
receive the reward of your joint-inheritance with Christ in the
governing and ruling structure of the creature.

- So when we experience the kind of sonship condemnation that is
in view in (:34) - to where we would become wretchedin our own
mind and therefore quitand give upon our sonship educationÑthe
godly remedy for that is (that is, the coreelementof the godly 
remedy is):  It is Christ É who also maketh intercessionfor us.

- Now since He diedso you could be conformed to his image; and
was raised from the dead, and is at the FatherÕs right handas a Son
who has received his sonship promotionÑand along with that, his
sonship inheritance to be the ÔheadÕ of the new creature of the church,
the body of ChristÑHe, therefore, is in the position to make 
intercession for you in connection with each one of those things that
youÕre failing at; and that youÕre refusing to participate in; and that
youÕre balking atÑbecause all those are things that pertain to you 
being conformedto Him!

- Those are all issues of you going through the very same kind
of things that He went through in His sonship life!

- And because they are of that natureÑHe can come along and go to
your Father in connection with each of those things and adequately
describe the difficulty that there is in that sonship grace or
privilege or opportunity!

- (Not that He has to persuade the Father of itÑor make Him
aware of itÑor anything along those linesÑbut the issue is
that they can have communion & fellowship about it!)
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- And thatÕs important because coming out of that communion &
fellowship is that thereÕs sympathyon both of their parts in
connection with when we do fail!  Ñ  (They donÕt come along and
say, ÔAw, you stupid son!  WhatÕs the matter with you?  You might
as well just give up and go away and eat worms!Õ)

- NO!  There is with the Father and with the Son, the issue of 
genuine(godly) sympathyand genuine(godly) empathy for us!

- And the reason thatÕs important is that what comes out of that
godly sympathy & empathy is the issue of encouragementfrom 
both of them for us to GO ON Ñ and to go back and get those
participation opportunities and grab on to them and, instead of opting
out of themÑparticipatein them, and functionin them, and get the
wisdom and the experience and skill-development that they are
designed to give us that will conform us to the image of Christ!

- And that encouragementis thereÑand more than that, neither the
Father nor the Son is going to come along and think one bit less
of us!

- Because the issue with them is that they expectus to go
back Ñ and encourageus to go back and get all that we
needÑand then go on, and keep going on!

- And so that intercessionisnÕt a legalintercession at allÑ(because
the legal aspect of us being our own worst enemy has already been
taken care of in [:33]).

- This intercession is the intercessionof encouragementÑand the
intercessionof help!

- And therefore we have no right (so to speak) to come to our Father
when those kind of condemning-producing failures occur in our
sonship life with our Ôtail between our legsÕ - and be pessimistic and
wretched in our thinkingÑafraid our Father is going to ridicule us or
chew us out or Ôskin us aliveÕ (hide us) - or anything along those
lines!

- Now thatÕs basically what weÕve talked about beforeÑa few lessons ago, 
but you still may not have this core element of ChristÕs intercessionfor us 
ÔclickingÕ in your thinkingÑor making the impact upon you to the degree you 
would like (or that you know it should be making).
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- And one reason for that is probably because youÕre Ôhung upÕ on that word:  
intercession  Ñ  and perhaps there is something youÕre trying to assume or 
impose upon that word that, in your thinking, just doesnÕt fitÑor just doesnÕt 
give you the ÔpunchÕ of the effectual working of why thatÕs the remedy for this 
kind of sonship condemnation.

- And this is where doing a Ôword-studyÕ from the Òoriginal GreekÓ
isnÕt going to help you at allÑI know, because IÕve done it!

- But there is something about our English word intercedethat makes
it the most excellent choice of words.

- What does it mean to intercede?

- (Usually, the most common way itÕs thought about is in a
legal senseÑas a lawyer who Ôstands inÕ for us in a court
room case.)

- It means to be a Ôgo-betweenÕ Ñ to put oneself in the 
position of acting on anotherÕs behalf.

- But there is a shade of meaning that the word intercedehas that
isnÕtthe most common way itÕs normally thought ofÑand that 
shade of meaning has a great bearing on the power or ÔpunchÕ that 
this godly remedy is to have upon our inner man.

- And what IÕm after here is that when one acts as an intercessorfor
anotherÑin doing so, he becomes a suretyfor that one who he is
intercedingfor!

- So then the question becomes:  What in the world is a Òsurety?Ó

- Surety= a condition of being sure;  safe & secure from
danger or from an enemy;  the condition of being beyond
doubt;  a certainty.

- Suretyis the certainty of an end or a result aimed atÑin 
order to make sure of or ensure something.

- Suretyis a formal engagement entered in to, a pledge, bond,
guarantee, or security given for the fulfillment of an 
undertakingÑa bond entered into for the maintenance of
peace between parties.
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- Therefore when God the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) functions in
those times when we experience sonship condemnationin connection
with our possible failure to receive our joint-inheritance with Christ,
and He maketh intercession for usÑ that intercessionHeÕs doing is
actually providing for (by His actions in our behalf) for our joint-
inheritanceto be safe & secure from us asour own worst enemy!

- By His workÑand by His attitude in doing that workÑHeÕs 
making a certainty of the end or result aimed at (which is our 
successful sonship life and our joint-inheritance with Him)!

- And in doing so HeÕs maintaining the peace between us and our
FatherÑand from that fellowship & communion with Him, instead
of our Father being mad at us, or ÔhidingÕ us, or giving up on usÑ
far from that, and to the contrary, both the Father and the Son are 
actually encouragingus to get up, dust off, and go on and get those
sonship graces and participate in them for our benefit of being
conformed to the image of Christ!

- Therefore, itÕs from that less common shade of meaning of what
making intercessionis all aboutÑthat comes the godly remedy:
and itÕs a remedy thatÕs based upon and rooted (not in the academic
understanding of ChristÕs intercession for us), but in His attitude as
our intercessor!

- When we Ôopt outÕ of those sonship graces and all that toll
that that takes upon our inner man comes crashing down upon 
usÑso that we would (if something didnÕt happen to prevent 
it) - it would cause us to become condemnedin our own mind 
to the point of being so wretchedweÕd be convinced to just 
quit and give up on going on in our sonship education Ñ we, 
instead, have this godly, gracious remedy:

- The Lord Jesus Christ intercedes for usÑand provides for
a fellowship & communion between Him and His Father so
thatÑfar from us ever losing our join-inheritance with 
HimÑboth He and His Father sympathize and empathize 
with us, and encouragement comes from the curriculum to us 
that effectually works to make us not quit and not give up, 
but to keep on going and get those sonship graces & 
privileges and get our Ôtable of likes and dislikesÕ matching 
up with theirs and therefore joyfully participate in themÑ
even in those that would be the most severe and the most 
horrifying to us, naturally!
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- So therefore when it comes to the issue of our enemies to our sonship life; 
and especially with us being our own worst enemy, we have the 3rd and 4th 
probing questions:

- Part AÑRomans 8:33
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs elect?  It is God
that justifieth.

Answerto Who shall lay any thing to the charge of GodÕs
elect?Ñ In light of the godly remedy, No one, not even me 
as my own worst enemy!

- Part BÑRomans 8:34
Who is he that condemneth?  It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us.

Answerto Who is he that condemneth?Ñ In light of the 
godly remedy, No one, not even me, myself as my own 
worst enemy!

- And just to once again underscore the issueÑyou canÕt answer
these questions by simple logicÑor by systematic theologyÑor by
theology at all Ñ but you have to answer these questions with real
sonship intelligence!!  (By the attitude of the Father and by the 
attitude of the SonÑyou have to see yourself from their point-
perspective!)

- WHAT CONFIDENCE THAT PRODUCES IN YOU!!!!

- That should take us to the final, 5th probing questionÑbut before we go 
there, are there any questions with the first 4?
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ

Probing Question #5:

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.
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- The final series of the last 3 probing questions (questions 3, 4, & 5) are all 
confronting us with our enemiesto our successful sonship life.

- And Ñ since weÕre dealing with the sourcesof the problems weÕre
going to encounter that would seek to cause us to become failures in
our sonship life and cause us to doubt and lose confidence in and 
therefore not operate upon the truth of Romans 8:28 Ñ when it comes
to our enemies:  there are only 2 enemies weÕll have to face.

- The first, being ourselves as our own worst enemyÑand it takes
2 probing questions to fully root out any/all problems we have in our
heart in connection with ourselves as our own enemy to our sonship
livesÑand that takes care of the 3rd & 4th probing questions.
(Romans 8:33 & 34)

- And now we come to our other enemy to the success of our sonship
lives:  Satan himself, the Adversary Ñ and the final 5th probing
question is going to deal with him and what he canand will do to you
in order to get you to quitand give upand failin your sonship life.
(Romans 8:35-37)

- Basic structure of (:35-37) Ñ

- Obviously, we have the probing question given in (:35).

- Even though you have 2 question marks, itÕs only 1 question
thatÕs being asked.

- According to the English rules of punctuation, a
question mark can be used after only a part of a
whole question when you want the reader to pause
and contemplate one part of the question first, and
then the remainder of the question lastÑbut at the
same time, you want the reader to understand that
the both parts are supposed to be linked and 
connected together to form one complete question.

- And then we have the godly remedy given in (:36-37).

- And there are 2 verses to itÑand there are 2 sentences to it
Ñ and there are 2 parts to the godly remedy:

- Part A:  Quotation from Psalm 44;
- Part B:  The concluding godly remedy based upon the
effectual working of the quotation from the 44th Psalm.
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- And, obviously, this is the most lengthy of the godly remediesÑand
therefore itÕs the most involved of all the godly remedies.

- And in the sense & sequence of the 5 probing questions, (and the 
progressive developmental order of them) - this one is the most 
personalof them allÑand it is the most emotionally charged one of 
them all!

- Here our Father makes His deepest ÔcutÕ with the scalpel of His 
word into our heartÑand since this final probing question really is the 
most involved question and most involved godly remedyÑit, above 
all the others, is designed to make the deepest inroads into our heart 
and to make the deepest impact upon our inner manÑand itÕs 
designed to produce some of the most profound, far-reaching, and 
sobering thinking that weÕve done as sons so far in our sonship life!

- This is the only one of the 5 probing questions that actually
lists for us the actual, identifiable things that we are sure to
face in regard to our Ôother enemyÕ to our sonship lives.

- Therefore this is the most serious and most severe of all of the 5
probing questionsÑand it is, (by design), intended to Ôtouch a nerveÕ
(so to speak) in your heart and cause some sober thinking and some
serious responses from you as a son to this sonship life unto which
youÕve been called.

- And this is the final probing of your heartÑwhere, by means of this 
5th probing question, our Father is going to expose any snag, or
obstacle, or hindrance, or impediment thatÕs in your heart that would
cause you problems in your sonship lifeÑand unless those get 
exposed and remedied and dismissed from your heart, you would end
up getting into a situation or circumstance that would have you 
quitting and giving up on your sonship education.

- But the designed purpose of this 5th probing question is, (just like
all the other 4) - to probe your heart and get you to intelligently face
what the probing question is asking (with real sonship intelligence) -
and then, once itÕs exposed any and all problems in your heart by its
effectual working, to then intelligently perceive the godly remedy in
order to arrive at the point where any & all the Ôheart problemsÕ have
been dealt with and dismissedÑand replace those problems with the
effectual working of the godly remedy in order to finally arrive at the
correct answer to the question with real sonship intelligence.
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- The truth of the matter isÑsince this is the final probing question in
your sonship establishmentÑreally, as far as your heart(your inner
man) is concernedÑand the kind of adjustments your Father wants to
make in your heartÑand the kind of attitudes He wants to produce in
your heartÑthe truth is, by the time you get to the end of this 5th
probing question, outside of some additional and necessary 
information you have to have in chapters 9, 10, & 11 that deals with
you properly Òperceiving your words of understandingÓ for this
dispensation of grace in which you liveÑaside from that, after this
question has done its jobÑyou should be ready to face that biggest
sonship checkpoint youÕve faced so farÑout there in Romans 12:1-3,
where youÕre going to Òpresent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.Ó

- Simply put, by the time we get finished with this 5th
probing question, your heart (inner man) should be perfected
as to all that sonship establishment is designed to do to it!

- You can then say that you are a properly oriented and
properly established son of God your Heavenly Father!

- And thatÕs something to celebrate!!!

- And with the accomplishment of this 5th probing question doing its 
job in your heartÑyou should have had take place in you all of the 
adjustments to your attitude, and all of the producing of your FatherÕs 
attitude, and the producing of God the SonÕs attitude in you so that 
those godly attitudes and godly virtues of sonship confidence, 
assurance, and convictionhave produced a level of commitmentto 
your sonship education and edification whereby you will never 
abandon the curriculum for your sonship education, nomatter
what!

- In short, a full persuasionwill have taken place, where you
will be able to say, along with the apostle Paul, ÒFor I am
persuaded É.Ó

- Now the first part of the 5th probing question is going to be one of the most 
challenging aspects to the entire final probing issueÑdue to the fact that a 
major assumptionis made about it whereby a major and common mistake
is made concerning just exactly what it is asking  Ñ  but on the other hand, 
it is a simple questionÑand just like the previous 4 questions, the answer to 
this 5th question is quite easy to correctly come up with Ñ
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- (1st Part)  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

- (Not, ÔWhatÕ shall separate us from the love of Christ? like
the dishonest New Schofield Reference Bible changed the
word to say!)

- And the correct answer to the 5th probing question is:
No one  Ñ  but in order to answer that, you have to clearly
understand and appreciate what this question is asking 
within the context of sonship establishmentÑbut on top of
that, you have to clearly understand and appreciate why the
information contained in the godly remedy of (:36-37) would
make it so that we would answer ÒNo oneÓ with real, genuine
sonship intelligence!

- ÒWhoÓ É Ñ identifying who the Whois:

- When it comes to the issue of dealing with these ÒWhoÓ questionsÑ
and you recognize by the nature of how our Father asks us these 3 
ÒWhoÓ questionsÑyou realize that what HeÕs after is to bring to our 
attention the fact that weÕre going to have to face some determined 
opposition and resistance to the success of our sonship lifeÑand that 
opposition and resistance is going to be brought upon us by our 
enemiesto our sonship lifeÑand after dealing with ourselves, there 
really is only one other enemythat has declared his open opposition 
to us as GodÕs sonsÑand that is Satan himself!

- Even though you could talk about a whole bunch of things
that could be talked about as our enemy, (viz., the course of 
this world, religion, other ungodly powers, etc.) Ñ really they 
all fall under the umbrella of that one Adversary.

- And when you do turn your attention to having to deal with the 
enemies to the success of your sonship lifeÑafter you have dealt with 
yourself as your own worst enemyÑby simple process of elimination, 
there really is only one other enemy you can think ofÑand when you 
do think of that enemy, there is a particularcharacter(a ÒWhoÓ) that 
you can think of that would do anything and everything in his power 
to trip you up and throw a Ômonkey wrenchÕ in the works (so to speak) 
of your sonship life:  that Adversary, Satan himself!

- But we want to make sure that weÕre not just guessing at who the
ÒWhoÓ is in (:35) - and while a simple process of elimination does 
provide us with an answer, we donÕt have to Ôhang our hatÕ on just 
that alone.
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- Actually, there has been enough said to you already, throughout 
your sonship orientation and your sonship establishment that 
makes it so that you realize and recognize that you are going to have 
to deal with this enemy of Satan, the Adversary!

- In sonship orientationyou were made aware (back in those 
exhortations in the book of Proverbs) that as a son, youÕre 
going to face both the evil man (the wisdom & ungodly evil 
of this world) and the strange woman (SatanÕs own Policy of 
Evil, with emphasis upon using false doctrine and corrupted
doctrine within the world of Christianity itself) - again, while
not exactly the description of the Adversary, per se, they do 
fall under the umbrella of Satan and what he can do to you to
Ôtrip you up.Õ

- And in sonship establishmentyouÕve already been made
aware that in order to receive the reward of your inheritance 
as a joint-heir with Christ, youÕre going to have to sufferwith
HimÑand along with that you were taught about the 
privilege of laboring with your Father in His business of
delivering the creature from the bondage of corruptionÑ(and
those expressions like deliver, bondage, corruption, liberty;
as well as that issue of being savedby hope) Ñ all that 
terminology began generating in your thinking that this is
going to be a fightÑmaybe even a warÑand if youÕre 
engaged in a fight/war, then you definitely have an enemy
in view!

- But even thatÕs not the only reason why we can safely say that the 
ÒWhoÓ in (:35) is the AdversaryÑbecause both the rest of the probing 
question (the 7 things listed in the 2nd Part) as well as the 1st part of 
the godly remedy in (:36) - [the quotation from the 44th Psalm] Ñ
clearly indicates to us that the ÒWhoÓ is a character that we can Ôput 
our finger onÕ (so to speak) - and that is none other than Satan 
himself.

- Therefore in light of all of this, my understanding is that itÕs safe to 
say that the ÒWhoÓ of this final probing question that deals with our 
only other enemy to the success of our sonship life is our common 
Adversary (common to us and to our Father and to His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ), Satan himself.

- Now if that clear, letÕs go one and get an intelligent understanding and 
appreciation of just what this 1st part of the 5th probing question is asking!
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35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

- Now I realize that IÕve already said some things about this question that has 
biased your thinking in connection with it.

- Because I know that IÕve said that this isnÕt talking about what most Bible 
teachers and Bible commentary writers say it meansÑbut that it means this 
other thing that IÕve said before.

- And IÕll tell you right nowÑthat what IÕve said that this question is
talking aboutÑeven though itÕs not wrongÑit has to be said a whole
lot better than IÕve ever said it before!  (in other words, what IÕve said
about it up to now is NOT nearly good enough!)

- But firstÑwhat is your understanding of this question?

- Or maybe I should ask, what is the most common way in which this
question is handled by most folks? Ñ (also in connection with the
similar passage in [:39] É shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Most commonly, this opening question of Romans 8:25 is handled by saying 
something along the lines ofÑthis is talking about ChristÕs great love for usÑ
that is, the very attribute of ChristÕs love (or the attribute of GodÕs love) for 
us.

- And usually some appeal is made to John 3:16 (For God so loved
the world, É.) - or to a host of other verses that indicate GodÕs
unconditional love for usÑand that it is so strong and so powerful
that nothing we could ever face (even all the junk that life brings our
wayÑand all the really bad stuff) that could ever happen to usÑeven
in the midst of all that, weÕre supposed to remember that ÔGod loves
you!Õ

- We may not know why all this crap happened to usÑbut
ÒFarther AlongÓ weÕll know all about itÑand ÒIn The Sweet,
By and ByÓ weÕll understand why É and a whole bunch of
ways most Bible teachers try to salve hurting souls with a
bunch of nonsense, unscriptural, doctrinally corrupted songs!

- Worse yetÑthis passageÑ(Romans 8:35-39) is often used as a
Òproof textÓ for the doctrine of our eternal securityÑ(it often gets
cited in many ÒDoctrinal StatementÓ or ÒStatements of FaithÓ as
proof of our eternally secure status once weÕve been justified unto
eternal life).
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- And these erroneous ideas of what being separated from
the love of Christmeans are erroneous because of some very
common ways in which GodÕs word is commonly 
mishandled.

- Such as not paying attention to the context!

- Or having no appreciation of sense & sequence!

- Or the common grammatical affliction/disease of not being
able to think about words in more than one way!
(Thank you systematic theology; thank you Greek word
studies; thank you categorical, exeg
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- IÕm not saying that once you get past Romans 5, God never
has any reason to talk about His love for usÐ or ChristÕs love 
for usÑor to further develop or amplify on that issueÑ
because there are a whole bunch of times when God does, 
indeed talk to us about His love for us.

- But I am saying that God has no need to come along and
tell us that we ever have to fear for His love for us to be
taken away from us by circumstances or situations that we
may face in lifeÑor that this Òlove of Christ/love of GodÓ is
the same thing as talking about our eternally secure status
as justified saints who are permanently Ôat-oneÕ with Him, but
that permanent Ôat-one-mentÕ could be somehow in jeopardy 
and in need of improvement in our thinking or in need of
further ÔsettlingÕ in our thinking in light of lifeÕs hardships!

- NowÑdoes that make sense?  do you see that?  
- Do you see how, if thatÕs the case, it just doesnÕt fit with the context
of sonship establishmentÑor with the sense & sequence to these 5
probing questions if thatÕs the way you take it?

- Because if you make that assumption, you have to Ôjump
shipÕ from this contextÑand force this to revisit a context and
a doctrine that has already been fully developed and fully
settled!

- Not to mention the fact that it doesnÕt answer to the
Ôcontrolling questionÕ of (:31ÑWhat shall we then
say to these things?of [:28-30]).

- So do we have any problem settling our thinking on what this
question, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?is NOT
talking about?

- Well then, the next logical thing to do is to find out just exactly what it IS
sayingÑand to make sure that weÕre preciseand accuratein our 
understanding and appreciation for what it is saying.

ÑNote to self: Ñ
- {At this pointÑmake sure (if you already havenÕt) that youÕve summed up 
the way in which I said what this Òlove of ChristÓ is talking about.}

- On those occasions in which I have said some things about this
question, I said that when it comes to what it is talking aboutÑ
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É is that, instead of talking about ChristÕs divine attribute of
unconditional love for us, rather, itÕs the love of Christin the sense 
of a lovethat Christ has for somethingÑor something that Christ
loves that could be called Ôthe love of His lifeÕ (so to speak) Ñ or Ôthe 
thing that Christ lovesÕ Ñ which is the issue of the sonship life.

- And what this phrase the love of Christis talking about is actually
the sonship life, itself.

- Therefore, being separatedfrom the love of Christ is talking about 
the possibility of being separated from the sonship life.

- And there really is a ÒWhoÓ (Satan, the Adversary) who is
going to be able to do a whole bunch of things that, if he can
do it, will result in separatingyou from your sonship life,
which is the thingthat Christ, Himself, loves.

- (Does that about sum up what IÕve said in the past?)

- Well, my understanding is thatÑwhen it comes to taking this phrase to be 
far different (even radically different) from how itÕs commonly takenÑyou 
have to be far more precisethan that (and far more accuratethan that) - and 
in fact, thatÕs simply not good enough to fully settle the matter in your own 
mind.

- And while it may be that what IÕve said isnÕt entirely wrong or
anything like thatÑat the same time, when youÕre first trying to get
a grip on this issueÑthe truth is, describing it that way É just isnÕt
very satisfying (so to speak) - thatÕs just not very convincing.

- So what I want to do now is to pick up with the issue that weÕve been able to 
honestly handle about this phraseÑand to have come to have settled our 
thinking uponÑ which is the fact that by an honest handling of this passage, 
weÕve determined (Biblically determined) that itÕs not talking about ChristÕs 
(or GodÕs) divine attribute of unconditional love for usÑand then, letÕs just 
kind of Ôerase the blackboardsÕ of our minds and not think at all about what 
weÕve said it does meanÑbut now lets go ahead and, by continuing to deal 
honestly with the text (and the context), letÕs build our understanding and 
appreciation upon that, and come to a Biblical conclusion of what, precisely, 
it doesmean.

- And again, this is an issue that you simply have to have a good
measure of satisfaction or convincement aboutÑsimply because
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É whenever youÕre dealing with a Ôdevelopmental doctrineÕ - (and
thatÕs whatÕs going on hereÑyouÕre dealing with a doctrine which is
developingÑit has a progressive developmentto it) - and not all of 
the information God gives us is designed to develop somethingÑbut
this is Ñ  and everything thatÕs going on in sonship orientation and
sonship establishment (hence, everything from Romans 8:14-39) has
developmentinvolved in it Ñ

Ñ and it has developmentinvolved on a conceptual basis in 
connection with all of the issues that are being brought upÑand it has
developmentin regard to the numerous issues that are being dealt with
in that they are designed to build upon one another, and progress, and
come in a certain sense & sequence.

- And the tendency in peopleÕs thinking is that when they arenÕt used
to, and donÕt have much experience with, or donÕt have much of a 
frame of reference for a developmental body of information (or 
layering of information) that produces certain Ômind setsÕ and certain
thought patterns, and certain convincements and certain persuasions
of mind Ñ when your not used to doing that, most folks have a
tendency not to let the context in which something is being said
always be the determining factor as to how an expression or a
phrase is to be taken!

- And that expression in Romans 8:35 (the love of Christ) - because it
canmean ChristÕs love for us, in a certain contextÑand has been 
used that wayÑjust like the love of God can be used for us in the 
gospel of Christ Ñ the tendency is to have that be the first thing that 
comes to your mind.

- And because of thatÑthereÕs almost this natural resistancethat 
people have, to not let you come along and tell them that that 
expression isnÕt referring to that very thing.

- ItÕs almost like they immediately think that itÕs sacrilegious
to think otherwise!

- And reallyÑfor us Ñ or rather, for me Ñ this is one of those places
that, because of the nature of this developmental style of God our
Father presenting this information to us Ñ this is really one of those
places where IÕm going to find out just how well things have gone
with your understanding and appreciation of things up to this point!
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- And, (just like I found out about myself), we may find that you have
some areas that did not get fully settled, or fully clarified, or fully
thought outÑin matters that either pertain to sonship orientation or
sonship establishmentÑ previous to this.

- And IÕm carefully going over all this this wayÑbecause this is a
very sensitive point (& because this is a very sensitive expression) -
and something like this is going to have to rely heavily upon how 
well these type things have been going in your thinkingÑand this is a
classic point at which you can get an indication as to how well the
context in which everything is taking place here (in sonship 
orientation/sonship establishment), how well its gripped your mind.

É and how well everything in this context has come to form
the basic ÔfabricÕ (so to speak) of all that your thinking is
going to be from this point onÑand through the rest of your
ÒChristianÓ life.

- And, as you well know, sonship is the ÔcapstoneÕ of our sanctified
livesÑand our sanctification is designed, by the nature of what it is,
to materially affect the way in which we think about every detail of
our lifeÑfrom the moment we become aware that weÕre not just
justified unto eternal life having believed the gospel of Christ; but
we are sanctified unto functional life.

- Sanctification doesnÕt exist Ôin a closetÕ Ñ we donÕt live it Ôin a
closetÕ Ñ itÕs not a ÔbottledÕ concept or a compartment of doctrine
that we just Ôput on a shelfÕ (so to speak) - and then take it out on
occasions when we want to utilize it.

- And one of the very first things you learn (back in ch. 6) is the fact
that youÕve got a brand-new identity Òin ChristÓ - youÕre no longer
who you used to be.

- And itÕs not an issue of getting a new set of clothesÑand putting
them on and taking them off when we want toÑbut itÕs the issue of
your whole beingÑyouÕre not who you used to be.

- And throughout the entire scope of the doctrine of our sanctification,
(from Romans 6:1-8:39) - there is a complete re-working & re-
vamping of our understanding and appreciation of ourselves in
connection with who we are Òin the Lord Jesus ChristÓ, being 
sanctified by our Father (through the baptism of the Holy Spirit).
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- And when sonship comes along and gets put on the ÔcapstoneÕ of our 
sanctificationÑand itÕs put on top of the issue of being dead to sin and alive 
unto Godin righteousness, and being a servant of righteousness and no long a 
servant of sin, and bearing fruit unto holiness and no longer bearing fruit unto 
deathÑsonship becomes therefore the channel and the avenue through which 
we live our sanctified livesÑweÕre going to live it as the sons of God who are 
training & preparing for a vocation that He has for us in His business.

- And what IÕm stressing here is that all of that starts off as (more or less) as 
an academic conceptÑbut as you go along in it, you get that initial euphoria 
concerning being adopted as a son, but then that euphoria gets replaced by 
some real soberness of thinkingÑand that sober thinking is supposed to then 
start spreadingthroughout your mindÑand it becomes more and more 
pervasiveÑand you find it affecting your thoughts more and more, just like 
itÕs designed to do.

- Now, while it may seem that IÕve gone far a-field of what weÕre after here, 
IÕm notÑbecause you have to realize that, in general, the kind of thing that 
you need to realize is how (over a period of time) all this doctrine has affected 
your perspective, your mind-set, your attitude (equal to that of God the Father 
and equal to that of the Lord Jesus Christ) and has gotten established in youÑ
and you realize what it took in all those components of sonship establishment 
to produce that full-blown attitudeÑand you need thatÑas well as, you need a 
perspective, an outlook, a viewpoint, and so on and so forth.

- And the more and more they do their jobÑand the more they do their 
effectual work in your heartÑthe more they have an affect upon whatÕs 
being said in this contextÑand therefore whatÕs being said more and more 
becomes perceived and interpreted by this context.

- And to bring it back to where we are in (:35) - this is going to serve as a kind 
of a test (so to speak) of just how well all those things are going in your heart.

- And IÕm saying all thatÑto say that when it comes to this expression the 
love of ChristÑitÕs not at all uncommon for you to first of all read that and to 
think of that most common way in which most people think of itÑand thatÕs 
not wrong, in fact, thatÕs to be expectedÑbecause that genitive expression 
should have an initial response to the most common and most expected 
meaning to an expression like that.

- But what IÕm after is that the context here (and all that progressive 
developmental nature of the information youÕve received from way back at the 
beginning of your sanctified position in Christ) - really, the normal thing is
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É that you would almost by reflex action, think about that most normal way 
that expression is commonly thought aboutÑbut then, if all has gone well 
with youÑthat thinking should get ÔarrestedÕ (so to speak) by the context and 
sober thinking you have as a sonÑand by how your thinking has been 
transitioned over to thinking as a sonÑ and because of that, you should stop 
short of that and realize that thatÕs not whatÕs going on here at allÑbecause 
that is incompatible with whatÕs been generated in your heart by means of the 
context of the entirety of your sanctified life in ChristÑand more specifically, 
by those things that have now spread their way into so many recesses of your 
heart that you have come to understand and appreciate since you were 
oriented as a son, and even more specifically, as you have gone through 
sonship establishment.

- And what IÕm saying in all that is that simply putÑwhen you first read in 
(:35) 



- And my point, once again in all this isÑthat if everything has been going 
well in your understandingÑthe truth of the matter is, by the time you get 
down here and are dealing with this 5th probing question of (:35) - when the 
question comes up Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?Ñ even 
without any prompting, and even though you would tend to think at first that 
this is talking about ChristÕs love for youÑthe control of the context over 
every word and phraseÑ and the context that regulates every thought you 
think in connection with every word and phraseÑall that would cause you to 
realize that, Ok, IÕm now involved, as a son, in loving things that the Father 
and the Son have been telling me about in my sonship orientation/
establishment, that they love.

- And the issue in connection with successin your sonship livingÑ(as far as 
the Adversary is concerned) - and as far as this other area of resistance and 
opposition that there could be to you being successful to live your sonship 
lifeÑand attain all of the aims, goals, and objectives that there are to itÑin 
connection with this other area of resistance & opposition:  the only thing 
thatÕs leftthat it could work on (and it could work in) -would be to make it 
so that you would lose your love for the same things the Father and the 
Son love!

- And therefore that would make it so that you no longer lovewhat Christ 
lovesÑand no longer lovewhat the Father lovesÑin connection with what 
His purpose is with you asHis son!

- And thatÕs what should be naturally and immediately in your thinkingÑ
because, if everything up until (:35) has done its job within you like itÕs 
supposed toÑyou are actually supposed to be in a position of anticipating the 
needto address that issue!

- And thatÕs why it comes last!

- In the developmental sense & sequence of these 5 probing 
questionsÑthey have made it so that everything else that could 
possibly cause you to fail in your sonship life have all been 
eliminated.

- And when it comes to opposition and resistance and the enemies to
our sonship lifeÑitÕs not only (or merely) because we have to first 
deal with ourselves as our own worst enemy first because thatÕs the
enemy that we will most often be confronted with and then the
Adversary comes last because heÕs this second-rate enemyÑ(which
is perfectlytrue) Ñ but thereÕs far more to why this comes last than that!
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- Because the issue also is the fact thatÑthe nature of the opposition
is differentÑyou, yourself, and I, myself, and all sons, themselvesÑ
in connection with being our own worst enemyÑitÕs not because we
DONÕT WANT TO participate in our sonship lives as a whole Ñ
(youÕd simply never get this far, if thatÕs your problemÑyouÕd be 
rebelling all the way back up in sonship orientation) Ñ

Ñ but when it comes down to this point hereÑthe issue is
the matters that pertain to being our own worst enemy are issues and
matters that pertain to being our own worst enemy in connection with
our success to live out our sonship livesÑand the only reason weÕd 
be our own worst enemy is because of our failuresÑand not because 
we consider all this sonship stuff a bunch of ÔbunkÕ and go out and 
just do something else altogether (or not wantit in the first place).

- And I say that just to underscore that the order to the 5 probing questions 
have the sense & sequence and developmental issues within them that they 
doÑnot only because there is order to the probings that need to take placeÑ
and the kind of issues that need to be addressed in your heart in a logical and 
sequential manner  Ñ  but also because, when you deal with the AdversaryÑ
his methodologyfor going about endeavoring to thwart our sonship livesÑ
and throw a Ômonkey wrenchÕ into the gears of itÑis of a different nature!

- And it has to do with the issue of doing things that would cause us
to change our original viewpoint and perspective and attitude 
(original in the sense that it was those attitudes and perspectives and
viewpoints that were produced in us, originally, in our sonship 
orientation/establishment).

- And he endeavors to changethose original viewpoints & attitudes
when it comes to committing ourselves in engaging in our sonship
livesÑand seeing it throughÑand especially changing our viewpoint
in the area of valuing and esteemingour sonship life like our Father
does, and like the Son doesÑand counting it worth Ôall costsÕ to
pursue it, and to attain all of the aims, goal, and objectives of itÑand
to come out on the end of it with the ÔprizeÕ!

- And one of the main things weÕre going to have to perceive when it comes 
to that Adversary who shalldo everything in his power to separate you from 
the love of ChristÑis to make sure that you appreciate the natureof, or the 
way in which the AdversaryÕs policy of evil against us in connection with our 
sonship lives is going to workÑbecause itÕs going to go after a particular 
ÔchinkÕ in our armor (so to speak).  [any opening, small crack]
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- That AdversaryÕs policy of evil is going to go right after any and 
every ÔchinkÕ in our armor that heperceives that he can exploitÑand
that can, (if successful), besuccessful (as far as heÕs concerned), in
causing us to choose of our own volitionÑat some particular point in 
the progress of our sonship educationÑto voluntarily choose to 
suspenditÑor to ceasemaking progress in itÑand to actually be
content and satisfied in doing that!

- (Now that might not ÔclickÕ right now, but thatÕs whatÕs
going on).

- Now to get back to this main issueÑthat expression the love of ChristÑ
thatÕs a context sensitive phraseÑitÕs not talking about ChristÕs attribute of 
love for usÑand you can say that itÕs the thingthat Christ loves (that is, the 
sonship life) - but that doesnÕt describe it nearly good enough, and it has to be 
described and understood far better than thatÑand to get that better 
understanding and appreciation for what it is describing, you have to get that 
better understanding out of the context (and by following the context) from all 
thatÕs been effectually working in your heart from (:14-34).

- And that better understanding has to do with the nature of what has
been developed in you viewpoint-wise, and perspective-wise, and
attitude-wise that has all been ongoing throughout sonship orientation 
& establishment.

- (And this picks up on that issue of a progressive developmental
doctrine) Ñ because thereÕs information that youÕve already
processed and thatÕs alreadybeen effectually working within you that
has developed thoughts, and attitudes, and perspectives, and 
viewpointsÑand that has developed certain ways in which you value
and esteem things Ñ and all that has come by way of the terminology 
and phraseology thatÕs been used up to this point in your sonship 
orientation & establishment that ought to make it so that you realize 
that what your dealing with here is something that the Lord Jesus 
Christ values & esteems and loves (and youÕre involved in it) Ñ and 
with something that God the Father values & esteems and loves.

- And in view of all thatÑyou should be able to describe what the
love of Christ is in Romans 8:35.

- Notice that thereÕs a reason why the final probing questions doesnÕt 
say:  ÔWho shall separate us from our determination to live our 
sonship lives?Õ
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- Even though, (in a sense), thatÕs whatÕs involved in the question;
thereÕs a reason why that question doesnÕt say it that way.

- And in order to really come to understand and appreciate this 5th
probing question with some real sonship intelligenceÑyou have to
be able to discriminate and distinguish that ÔsenseÕ of an answer and
a fuller, better, ÔsenseÕ of it in view of what has been produced in you
as a son and the nature of what this other enemy (the Adversary) is
going to attempt to do to you as a son.

- And to help you out (see chart #45) - you need to get an appreciation for 
what has happened in your inner man (heart) development-wise over the 
course of sonship orientation/establishment.

- Because the truth of the matter is, before you ever get here to (:35),
the effectual working of everything thatÕs taken place from Romans
8:14 down to this point, has produced within you:  the love of Christ!

- It started off with an awarenessof your adopted sonship
statusÑand in the orientation phase of it, that all produced
within you a measure of euphoria, and zeal, and noveltyÑ
and by means of that, an attractionto it all began to 
powerfully come to bear upon you.

- Then as you went into sonship establishment that awareness
was, (by those things you were told about), nurtured into an
intense desireÑand along with an enlivened delight and
zeal and godly ambition, along with that you began the 
process of settling down with these things (and having them
settle down in your thinking) - and a real sobernessof 
thinking began to be developedÑso that you weren't simply
operating upon pure emotion, but upon serious, deep, and
grave thinkingÑand that desire was fostered into a deep and
intense desirefor those things of your sonship life.

- But it didnÕt stop thereÑbecause as you went on through
the 2nd and 3rd parts of your sonship establishment, those
things that were told to you there, and those doctrinal issues
that were brought up and did their effectual job in your inner
manÑall worked together to bring that intense desireto the
point at which your valuing and esteeming of your sonship
life is a full-blown LOVE !  And now not only do you have 
an intellectual desire, but a deep passion for sonship living!
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