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E we have in our Father & in His curriculum wherebjf
things work together for our gopend the kinaf confidence
that produces to form our perspective on the rest of our life:

E those 3 components of Sonship Establishment are so
impressiveand so affectsur inner manNthat they actually
shape and forwho we are_as sonef our FatherNso much
so, that they beconwho we are just as much as our Identity
in Christ is nowwho we are_forever moré

- And the truth is, sonship establishment is designed to never be
forgottenNand really, the curriculum wonOt let you forget these issues
you learn in sonship establishment.

- Now, getting back to the OflowO of how this section goes:

- Once (:28) sets forth what it does, then it takes all of (:29 & 30) to
establish that as a reality in your inner man.

- Therefore that means that at the outset, you prolaainidt know
that @ll things work together for go@iN but by the time you get to
the end of (:30), you dd@owOthat all things work together for gopd
and that what (:28) says is true!

- Word of Warning: It may be possible to adopt (:28) as a
favorite verseNand it may even be possible to come up with
a rational or logical reason why you might think (:28) works;
but that wonOt worlit wonOt be effectual to work in your
inner man unless you know that (:28) is true and real ONLY
based upon what (:29-30) saysfr(those reasons onl})

- So my understanding is that by the time you get to the end of (:30),
you KNOW that what (:28) says is TRUE!

- And | bring that out once againNjust to make sure that when you look at
what goes on in (:31-39) and in those 5 probing questionsNthat youOre not
looking at them as momaroof of (:28) being a realityNbecause theyOre not
giving more proof for what (:28) saidNreally, (:31-39), instead of giving
proof for (:28), they come along aStJPPLEMENT it.

- (And thatOs a big difference). N And | think itOs very critical that
you recognize the differenceNbecause there really is a great deal that
our Father wants to get accomplished hereNand it takes a rather
sophisticated method of presenting to us the information in the way

in which He does it, in order to get accomplished in us all He wants
accomplished.
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- And when (:28) comes along and saysp@we knoviEO - those

words arenOt being used there to indicate that this is something that
we should alreadignowNbut these words are used in a way, and are
actually a technique of writing, that are used to express the measure
of the impact and impression that a certain realm of knowledge that
weOre talking about has upon us

- And in view of what our Father is trying to get accomplishedNthe
measuref absolute certainty & full persuasion of mind concerning
theability of what HeOs provided us to operate upon in our sonship
livesN(that it will do its job) - that actually gets accomplished in 2
ways:
1) ThereOs a solid foundation that is laidNthat if nothing else
is said after it, is Osolid enoughO (so to speak) - and you can
stand firmly upon it with complete confidence.

- But because of the kind of insight & perception regarding the ability
of what our Father has planned for us to deal with (curriculum-wise)
to do its job itOs designed to do within us throughout the scope of our
sonship educatidtand because our Father wants us to have insight

& perception of that before we actually get going:

2) He gives us sonsupplementalinformationNso that, if 3
you can think of standing upon the foundation even firmerN
thatOs what HeOs doing in (:31-39).

- And thatOs done by Him so that what happens to your inner man, is
to make it so that there isnOt (to use the legal expressismddw of

a doubO that the education weOre going to receive as sons is going to
do its job!

- And | know that IOve said a lot of things to you in the past just like what IOve
been saying to you now (in general), with respect to being persuaded,
confident, assured, etc., but weOve kind of lumped all that together in the past
(because thatOs all we could do with it, because we werefdanketeatOs

ok) N but now that we are here, we need to deal exactly with what our Father
says when it comes to producitigs thing that weOve just lumped together
under the one general umbrella of Ocomplete confidence,O Ofull persuasion,0
Ototal conviction,® Oabsolute assurance,O etc.

- Because when it comes to producing that within usNour Father has
got away of doing that, that He wants us to realizeNand HeOs got a
way of producing that, so that those wontisan somethingo us
beyonda number of synonymous-type terms for being certain & sure
about something!
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- And when it comes to actually dealing with what is said here in Romans 8:28
-39NweOre going to have to take what weOve only been talking about in
general, and come to realitee wayin which God produces this kind of
complete confidence and complete assurance that weOre supposed to have.

- And to a degree you(:)ve begun seeing that just by the way youOve indicated to
me that you see whatOs going on in this large body of information.

- YouOve seen that there are confident overtones to what is said in
(:28-30);

- YouOve seen that there are confident overtones to what is said in
(:31-39) - because the terminology is confident-type terminology:

-Ex., GAnd we know (:28) ]
Qve are more than conquer@s(:37)
Q-or | am persuaded (:38)

- And what IOm Osplitting hairsO about hereNand one of the reasons why this
largest body of information of sonship establishment (12 vss.) dasts
because, whatOs taking plageoigust the production of full confidence and

full persuasion regarding the success of our sonship lives if weOll deal with the
curriculum like weOre supposed to deal with it N (it is)tHat itOs nguist

that!

- 1tOs the issue of N in view of what has taken place already (through the
effectual working of [:16 down through :27], and through the previous issues
pertaining to sonship Orientation [:14-15]) - itOs the issue of producing that
full confidence and that full assurance in a way that doesnOt have us coming
along and just saying, OMan, isnOt thisfpeidtbut in a way thatOs going to
make it so tha¥?VE WILL NEVER ABANDON OUR CONFIDENCE,
REGARDLESS OF WHAT HAPPENS!

- And in order for that to take placeN[we can talk about it in
principle we can talk about it in concepte can talk about it as a
category of doctrineand deal with it systematicajlgnd all that kind
of business] Nbut unless we have God produce that kind of
confidence_in the way in which He has designed to produce it
WE WILL ABANDON IT when trouble comed

- And thatOs why it ends in (:38F00I am persuaded N when
youOr@ersuadeaf something, you are so convinced of it that you
will not move from the position you have taken, regardl@séact,
you will DIE rather than move!
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- E you will forfeit the most precious thing you own, naturally:
which isYOUR LIFE N you will forfeit it, instead of move!

- And when you think about itNthat kind of commitment
has to be particularlproduced!

- And that kind of commitment doesnOt come from a cleverly
concocted sermonNor from an eloquent appeal from a
well-spoken pastor or evangelist.

- But this is produced particularly from the information that
is sitting in Romans 8:28-39 and its effectual working in your
human spirit!

- This is the confidence & commitment of a OsonO N and this
same thing (by means of this same kind of information) had
to be, and was produced in the very soul and spirit of the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself!)

- Now thatOs easy for me to sayNbut thatOs what the issue is!

(and thatOs just a brief, gist-type statement regarding the effectual working of
the sense & sequence of whatOs contained in :28-39 when it comes to
producing th&KIND of confidence our Father is endeavoring to produce.)

- In fact, thatOs what you need to understand: our Father is
endeavoring to produce a particukimd of confidenceNnot just
general, run-of-the-mill confidence that any man could possess by
being assured of something.

- Our Father is producing a particular kioficonfidenceNone that,
outside of Himselfno one else_caposses except one of His sdns

- (Even an angel canOt possé}s it

- And 10m saying it to you this way because as IOve saidNif you think that
what youOve come to know already in sonship orientation & sonship
establishment (and even in the general reading over of this passage) is
impressivél(and it certainly is) N but you havenOt grasped yet what this

thing called sonship establishment (and the words that go to making it up) has
the power and ability to do, and what itOs supposed to do!

- (And 10m not criticizing youNitOs just a matter of fact.)
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- Romans 8:31-39Nby their thought-provoking and probing questions are
specifically designed to take that kind of confidence that (:28-30) generate
within usNAND MAKE IT PERSONAL! N to the point that we have the
same measure of confidence & commitntbat God Himself had

- And this is why | said that instead of (:31-39) coming along an merely
providing more proof of the reality of what (:28-30) sayNbut that (:31-39) are
doing something in supplemental mannefNand that means that youOve got
to appreciate that (:28-30) are accomplishing a tremendous amount as well.

- And hopefully, by taking the time to set forth my understanding of
the general sense & sequence of (:28-39), and what these 12 verses
are designed to doNthat will make it so you see the absolutetoeed
make sure that over and above everything else weOve covered so far,
you realize how importaiit is to get ever single word of this properly
and effectually working in your spirit!

- NowNletOs just make sure that youOre not just relying on what I0ve said to
be the truth of the matter when it comes to the sense & sequence and design of
these verses, but that the passage really does bear that out.

- LetOs see, by looking at just some of the terminology that occursN if this
passage really does produce this godly and fatherly measure of confidence and
assurance like 10ve just said:

- Ex., when you start off there in (:28), it starts off by sayikgiddve
knowthat all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpOsi.and for now,
letOs just look at the terminology that is used generally in the verbs
that are confidence-type terminology, assurance-type terminology
by nature.

- (:28) once again: Abd weknow E O

- And then when you get to (:31) and it makes the transition from
what (:28-30) have done to what (:31-39) are going to do by saying,
QWhat shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us®N the terminology now isnOt so much an individual

word, as much as it is the words within that questionNbeing such that
pits one power against another powerNand the one power is being
unassailablé N And obviously, therefore, if youOve got the
unassailabl@ower working for you, then you should have some

pretty good confidence!
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- So weOre still dealing, therefore, vaitmfidence

- And actually, within each one of the questions that are askedN
youOire still dealing with something that is designed to generate
confidence.

- (read the rest of the 5 questions: :32, :33, :34)
- And then (:38) Bor | am persuaded

- Once again we clearly recognize (and an 8 yr. old child could
recognize) that all the verbs, and all the clauses and phrases
controlled by those verbs are all under the umbrella of configence
and assuranditheyOre all under the umbrella afispelling doubt
and producing certainty.

- But what I0m particularly after now is thatNwhen you think about those
termsNand you discriminate between the words that are usedNand you look
at them with a microscope (so to speak) at whatOs under that umbrella of
certaintyNyou realize that God hasnOt just jumbled together and randomly
used some particular words, expressions, and terminology and phraseology
with respect to confiden8but HeOs done it a progressive,

developmental manner!

- And the truth of the matter isNHe starts off with a word and a
phrase, that when it was used within the context of the statement He
was making, had all the sound, and all the impact of full confidence
and assuranceNall by itselfAnd weknowthat all things work

together for goodE etc., etd (on through :30)

- So God starts off with a term of confidence/assurance that, if you
were a building inspector that had the skills to evaluate the structural
integrity of a foundationNcould come along and say, OYou couldnOt
have poured a better foundation than this! N You couldnOt come
along and drive piles and drive rebar down into this and make it any
stronger than this already is!O

- But thatOs not good enough for 8ndt as ourFather who, in
connection with us being His sons, wants to make it so that in
connection with the curriculum for our sonship education that weOre
about to have delivered into our hands and begin to useNin
connection with His desire to make it so thvatwill never entertain

a glimmer of doubtin regard to what He tells us that curriculum is
designed to do!
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- And in connection with producinthpat kind of confidence, our
Father comes along and says,:

Ol can make that foundation eveare surel N

| can make that foundation work within you in ways that
you have never even imagindd N

And | can produce spirit of faithwithin you, with respect to
what IOm going to tell youE that if every thiggevery body
around you told you ivasnOtrue N youOd believe Me
anyway!O

- And thatOs what HE does when He starts asking you to think in a
particular way about what HeOs just saidN(in :28-30).

- And thatOs why (:31) say¥hat shall we then sdg these things?
(Thosethingshave just said something to you, now youOre going to
say somethin@pack to them!)

- And when you ask someone a question, what do you expect? E
someone to give you an answer! (to say somethingtbaaiu)

- And our Father knows exactly what He wants to hearNand if He
doesnOt hear it from us, He knows thaargaOtspersuadeds we
ought to be!

- Now IOmnot going over all this for you to know that what IOm saying is true
(because the word of God is going to do that) - but IOm doing this just to draw
your attention to both the realignd the huge importanoé recognizing that

this entire 12-verse section has very intrigategressive developmental

order to itNand it is deliberately designed by our Father to be that wayNand

it is designed by our Father to be taught and understood in that progressive
developmental manner!

- And thatOs so that by the time you get to (:38) - you can not only say,
Q am persuade® N but you can sayam persuadeth the very
same way that God our Father is persuaded, Himself!

- (Notice that Paul doesnOt come along and say, OFor | am persuaded
that the~curriculum will work, etc.O N but he knows that the things
that heOs been provoked to think aboaithe very things that are

going to work to move himOff that foundation!!!)
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- Those are the very things that are going to tell him to think
otherwise N those are the very things that are going to come
along and tell him that, What your Father says in that
curriculumis nottrue!

- But Paul says, IOm going to believe it any\W&m going to
operate upon it, anyway

- And thatOs the kiraf confidence the kindof convictioriNthat our
Father, not only want® produce within us, but HAS to be
produced within usNor we WILL abandonthe curriculum.

- And when | say that we will abandiil donOt mean
entirely, necessarilyNbut at various points along the way.

- And the moment you abandon it, your sonship education
STOPS N and grinds to a halt.

- And until you change your mind and believe what it says
and operate upon itNthen at any particular point where
youOve stoppeghhu wonOt make any further progreds

- (ThatOs why youOve got to look at this 3rd Component of
Sonship Establishment as wital thing that it is Nand
thatOs why it comes lagt!

- Now thatOs just a scope survey of the general purpose & design and sense &
sequence of this 2-part passageNas well as a survey of the terminology and
phraseology that makes it so that you should be able to come along and

realize that what IOve stated as to its designed purpose does hold up when you
examine the passage and its terms and phrases.

- And really, the main objective of all this is for you to determine, (in
light of our survey of the passage) - that we really do have 2 major
parts to itNand that (:28-30) both have enough information in them,
and are by design supposed to be able to stand on their own to fully
prove, validate, and substantiate the reality and truth of what (:28)
says N with nothing else needed to be added to make it true.

- In other words, (:28-30) donOt need (:31-39) for it to stand true and

sure N (:31-39) come along and, acting as a supplement, expects you

to deal with (:28-30) in a way that has you talking badkNthat has
yousayingsomethingo these thingthat (:28-30) have just said to you.
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- And the reason why youOre saytimgse thing#n response to the
thought-provoking questions that are being asked to you isnOt to prove
the reality of (:28-30) but itOs to prove that you can DO with

(:28-30) what your Father has designed for you to do with it!

- And reallyNwhen you think about what weOve covered in just an overall,
general scope or survey of the information contained in these 12 versesNand
when you think about what its all designed to do, in the order its designed to
do itNyou begin to realizethereOs some mind-blowing stuff here!

- (This is one of those situations where: You ainOt seen nothinO yet!)

- Any questions about the general scope of the passage?
- Any questions about the 2-part breakdown?

- Now with that general understanding about how this section of Romans 8 is
broken down into its 2 partsNthat should tell you something (in light of how
you now understand & appreciate its design and sense & sequence) - that
should tell you something about tingportance of those 2 parts:

- And that isNto whatever degree you have the 1st part of (:28-30)
effectually working in your inner manNthat means that you can only
expect to have the effectual working of that 2nd part of (:31€89)
that exact same degree!

- In other wordsNif you only get 50% of the effectual working of
(:28-30) - therat best all you can ever hope to expect to get is 50%
of the effectual working of (:31-39)!

- Therefore you have to have a healthy respect for the vital importance
of getting theFULL effectual working of each section!

- Because when you get to those thought-provoking probing questions
contained in (:31-39) - the Father says, OlOm looking for a particular
answer from you, son, in connection with this.O N and that means that
youOve got to have (:28-30)ly doing their job within you because,

just as the first part of :31says, therethese thing# that

information that are now supposed to be making you think in a
particular wayin light of each one of those 5 heart-probing questions.

- The information in (:29 & :30), in particularNthat substantiates the
reality of (:28) - makes you and | start to think about some things
like weOve never thought about them befdre
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- And thatOs why the Father comes along beginning in (:31) and says,
O10m going to ask you a series of questions now, and on the basis of
these thingshat youOve got fully working in you (framly that
information in [:28-30]), | want you to respond.O

- And just to drive my point homeNunIgss you have the full
effect of (:28-30) understood properlyNyou donOt know why
HeOs asking you these questions!

- (In other words, the sense of the questions wonOt
make sense!)

- Which means that if youOre having trouble with one or
more (or any) of those 5 questionsNnow you know whyN
because youOre having trouble with something in (:28-30)!
(thereOs something there you havenOt understood)

- Now, in light of all that introductionNwe should be ready to begin dealing
with (:28-30) in detail.

- Before we look at the detailsNbecause of the nature of this entire
section (in general), and especially (:28) specifically, being both
popular and endearing to most Christians, and being thought to be
one of the most deeply theologicatience falsely so callpdwe

have to be warned and be constantly on guard to keep this entire
12-verse section CONTAINED within the parameters of the context
in which God wrote it!

- We have to allow the CONTEXT to govern and to control how

every word and every term and every phrase and even every concept,
issue, idea, & thought is to be handled, treated, understood, and
appreciated!

- And there are 2 major context forces that have to be brought to
bear on every word and phrase of this passageNin order to govern it
and control it:

1) Sonship Education
2) The FatherOs Perspective

- And if you ever loose sight of that contextNyou will stray off the
path and never get the proper effectual working of this passageNyou
will mishandle it and therefore misuse and misapply it!!
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- And another thing that must be ever in our thinking here is to not
get the Ocart before the horseO (so to speak) - that is, you have to
always bear in mind the ORDER in which God wrote this and the
ORDER in which He presents the information (sense & sequence)!

- (In some ways it would be good to pretend we havenOt gone
over all this in the past few Bible classesNand just go back to
that 3x5 card-type thing as you go from (:27) to (:28).)

- And thatorder is so critical because of the fact that of all of GodOs
wordN(and | mean that) N the real genius of how God says what He
says, in the order in which He says no more powerfully put on
display than in Romans 8:28-39!

- And He has to do it that way because of what He knows He has to
get accomplished in the heart of His sons!

- And the genius in the way in which God put this together and in

what He accomplishes in this passage (especially as He takes (:28-30)
and then probes His sonOs heart in light of it in those 5 probing
guestions) - makes it so that there is first of giéaeral effectual

working of that probing N because every sonOs heart (regardless of
their personal circumstances, situation, age, or whatever) - every sonOs
heart has to go through common adjustments

- But then, when those common adjustments are madeNthe nature of
what God asks in those 5 questions (and the way in which it works)
provides for dealing with any idiosyncrasies (i.e., a peculiar
behavioral problems or unusual reactions) type things that might be
true of one son/daughter in their situationNbut might not be true of
another one. (thatis, any snags, roadblocks, hindrances etc.)

- And you need to realize that those 5 questions arenOt going after any
misunderstandings (or erroneous understandings) N theyOre going
after actual areas ofsistance & oppositionthat come from the way

in which people live and think by nature.

- And 10Om going to have a lot more to say about those 5
probing questionsNand the nature/genius of themNand why
there are 5 and not 4; 5 and not 6; and why theyOre in the
order God put them inNwhen we get down to (:31).

- But for nowNletOs get going in Romans 8:28.
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Romans 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose.

- Again—this is probably one of the most misused and abused verses in the
entire Bible—and that’s directly due to folks just reading this verse and,
without any regard for the context in which it is said, ‘naming it’ and
‘claiming it’ to whatever bad thing or tragic thing has happened to enter their
lives.

- And as I’ve said in the past—even among literate, English speaking, English
reading people—somehow this verse gets all mixed up somewhere from the
page to the brain—and they wind up thinking that this is saying that “God is
going to work all things for my good” — and because of that, a lot of
erroneous teaching and false doctrine—and corrupted doctrine has gotten into
the thinking of most Christian folks.

- No doubt this is largely due to the fact that many modern English
translations flat-out say, ‘And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good ...” (NASV)

- And really the entire scholarly (viz., the modern science of textual
criticism) and theological schools of thought regarding the handling
of Rom. 8:28 are so far off from ever getting what (:28) is saying—
largely due to either following corrupted minority texts, or attempting
to do with this verse a whole bunch of things that God never intended
for them to do with it—(like, debate whether or not “all things’
includes even the person’s sins???) — [and this is a favorite passage
that Calvinists love to appeal to in order to support their TULIP
theory] - that it winds up being the ‘blind leading the blind.’

- But more commonly, most folks just read this and without any regard for its
context, they, more often than not, see that phrase “all things work together
for good’ - and without any appreciation for context or even rightly dividing
the word of truth, they assume this means that God is going to come along
and divinely intervene by means of His omnipotence in their life/history and
by His hand, ‘reshape’ history, or move events around their life, and interfere
in the events of their life so that even though bad things happen, God will
kind of take them in His hands and re-work them all so that, (kind of like
Joseph back there in Genesis), “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but
God meant it unto good, E[Gen. 50:20] — always with the caveat that,
“We might not know ‘why’ in this lifetime, but someday we’ll understand it
better, by and by!”
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- And in that way, Rom. 8:28 becomes like a medicine for the soul:
some kind of a tranquilizer to dull the pain and suffering for when
bad, rotten, horrible, disastrous things happen in a personOs life.
(Spiritual snake-oil!)

- And also in that way vs. 28 just ends up being just a slogan for the
strictly human function of the power of positive thinking

- Now hereOs what IOm going to do with every scholar and every theologian
and commentary writerN and every attempt to manipulate the text and
retranslate the text and modernize the textNas well as every theological
argument to attempt to inject Calvinism (or the idea that manOs freewill
doesnOt exist or only partly exists) - as well as all the debates concerning how
God omnipotently intervenes into the external events of life and manipulates
them and massages them into favorable outcomes for us N 1Om going to take
all that pile of E distractions, and in one fell swoof®M GOING TO

IGNORE THEM ALL!!!

- Because none of them regard the context of Romans 8Nnone of them regard
GodOs word rightly dividedNnone of them are an honest handling of the
textNand none of them are even close to what God is doing hereNso | leave
all of them to play in the Okiddie® end of the pool with the other children!

- NowNletOs deal with the reality of what (:28, 29 & 30) are setting forth:

- Remember that in the final component of Sonship Establishment, the
Father wants to produce one mepecific kind of confident attitude

in His sonOs heartNand to do so, (even though the son might not
expect it to be said or to come up), the Father sits on the table (so to
speak), right under His sonOs nose the statement of (:28).

- And the son is supposed to read that and appreciate that that is a very
powerful statementNyet, he really has confidencethat that

statement is trueNin fact, it@spossiblefor him to know that what

the Father has just said in (:28) is real and true (at least to the degree
thatan adult sonneeds to) just by that statement alone.

[Of course, he could just say, OWell, my Father says it, so it
must be true.O N but thatOs childhood type thinking!]

- And for an adult son, itOs absolutely critical and vital that
you knowWHY (:28) is true and a reality in your life!
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- Therefore the confidence that the son has to have in order to really
knowO that (:28) is true and a realityNall comes from what is said in
(:29 and :30).

- And thatOs why (:29) starts off withFeof® of further
explanation N and thatOs why (:30) begins with that excellent
English word of logic, Kloreoved (thatOs not all, thereOs
more to be said).

- (:29-30) provide the proof for the statement of (:28) - and
the confidence comes from theroof!

- So the real power or punch of what (:28) says really comes
from (:29-30).

- Now, againNremember, as we approach (:28) - that we have a large (12 vs.)
body of information that is dedicateddne main goal to produceabsolute
confidencein the curriculum/education youOre about to receive and in the
Father who designed it N and yet, the road to accomplish that one main goal
requires numerous adjustments to a sonOs inner man, to achieve that goal

- Because there@smerous snagsn a sonOs inner man upon which
he can get hung up and be impeded when it come to achieving that
goal.

- And the method of the Father isNthat even though you can talk
about the goal of achieving absolute confidence under one big
umbrella of these 12 versesNand even though the body of
information starts out with a statement of confidence (:28) N it starts
out with a statement of confidence just to get the ball rdlling

doesnOt start off with a statement of confidence that says, This is the
end result.

- So | say it that way so that you realize that (i28) statement of
confidenceNbut the reasons why you can confidently rely on (:28)
isnOt sitting in (:28), itOs sitting in (:29 & 30)!

- In fact, any simple (or even detailed) reading of (:28) should really
make it so you realize that yoonOteally have any confidence that
what it says is true or will work yetlinlessyou get further

information that produces the confidence in that statement!

- And (:29 & :30) go on and provides the information that
gives you the absolute confidence you need in regard to (:28).
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- And we know E

- By beginning with the wordndNthe Father now sits one additional
component before his sonOs eyes, and brings this additional thing to
his attentionNeven though it might not have been occurring in his
sonOs thinking at this pointNthe Father knows that it hasto occur

in his sonsO thinking, and has to be dealt with by his son.

- And we knowoida) - what does it mean here when Paul says]
we knowN what does it mean toknowO here?

- know= very, very broad and multi-useful word; perceive
recognizeidentify; etc.,

- But thereOs another aspedtrajwingthatOs in view here,
what is it?
Answer Toknow(perceive/recognize and
to operate upon

- And we knowoida) - thisisnOthe kind of thing we encountered

over there in ch. 6 in all thos&aw ye ndd and Knowing thi©

and ®&nowing tha® N as if this is something that we should already

know.
- That kind of presentation of information back in ch. 6, and
that kind of carrying on a discourseNor technique of making
an argument where you come along and state something as
a OknownO or a OgivenO - or bring it up in a questianimey
as an issue that should be knownN the way thatOs done is
always dependant upon what was saithediately before it

- And thatOs why it@st a hard & fast rule that every time
you come across such an expression that itOs got to mean that
this is information that we should already know.

- These are differing issues of what we might callstyée of

the English languageNand itOs the information that is given
immediately in the context prior to the OknowingO expression
that determines how youOre supposed to look at what youOre
being told you haveknowledgewiseg or is a khowrO that

you should already know about.

- And here in (:28) - we donOt have anything immediately in the
contextthat has given us something that weOre supposed to be coming
along and saying, Yeah, | know that already. (Which is why it doesnOt
say, OKnow ye notO).
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- What we have is a statement being made that is to be dealt with by
us as something that weOre supposkaawandoperateuponNand
theknowis a term of absolute confidenttet is the aim or objective

of the statementNbut it really hasnOt been explained to us yet so that
we can come along and say, Yes, kdowthatNand yes, | do
operateupon that.

- (And thatOs why :29 starts off with the wbmt N and
thatOs why, when you get down to (:31) it Sé&jsat shall
we then sayo these thingsf?

- The opening phrase of (:28)Arid we knolv- tells us that the

whole body of information contained in (:28-30) comes along

and tells us that, (:28) is declaring something to us that weQOre
supposed t&nowand_ operateponNand thatOs now being put on
the tablefor us toknowNand that every bit of information thatOs
going to be given to us followinitjis going to enable us to come
along and say, @O knowthatNand IOm going to be able_to operate
upon that!O

- Therefore, the opening expressiémd we knowworks as a kind of
a presentation of knowledge that we need to deal with and get
effectually working within usNrather than a statement of knowledge
that weQOre either supposed to already be in possession of, or just as a
matter of common sense, or something that weOre supposed to just
know intuitivelyNor even something that weOre supposed to accept
simply because the statement is being made to us right now by our
Father. (and you should just believe it because He said itNwhich is
inconsistent with adulthood type thinkingNthatOs childhood!)

- In other wordsNwhen (:28) say#nd we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purposé the issue isnot that weOre to come along
and say, Yeah, based upon everything IOve gone through so far, |
understand that and thatOs the way it is.

- No. Based upon everything weOve gone through so far in our
sonship orientation and the opening 2 components of sonship
establishmentNthe issue is, that weOre brought to awbare we

are now anticipatinactually dealing with that curriculutand

weOve been told some things about itOs effectual workingNbut by
nature, weDONOThave the full measure of confidence, yet, that
weOre supposed to hayeven though we may think/imagine we hBve
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- And our Father knows itNbecause He hasnOt provided for us to
have it yet!

- The last thing a father doesNbefore he begins dealing with his son
about the curriculumNis:_he produces Wi~thin his son, the implicit
faith he needs to have in what his fatherOs going to begin to teach him

- AND THATOS WHY THIS COMESAST!
- And we knovthat all things work together for goo&

- Qhat all thingsO N here is where youOve got to be accurate and
honest in how you handle GodOs wordNbecause this is so tortured
and distorted by most Bible teachers/commentators because itOs so
often taken and lifted out of its contextNor even if itOs not being

lifted from its context, its preceding context ispsmrly understood,

that most saintsNbecause they arenOt oriented to their sonship status,
and they donOt know what takes place in sonship establishmentNthat
they then canOt deal with the terminology properly within its context,
so the only thing they can do with it is to put it within the context of
something they arfamiliar withNwhich is just their normal,

everyday type living.

- Or else, as a Bible teacherNthey then attempt to stick the
terminology into some kind of made-up theology or made-up
category or made-up system of edificationNand force the

all thingsinto their made-up system!

- Now, in this phrase we have the most startling and shocking issue of
this confidence-producing statement that the Father tells His son as
He begins this final aspect of sonship establishment:

O E all things E work together for good EO
- And thereOs nothing difficult or OtrickyO or puzzling about those 2
words: all things N God says exactly what He means to say, and He
means exactly what He saysiN thingswork together for good!
- In other wordsall thingsmeans exactly thatall things

- That doesnOt mean that all things are good or that all things

that are going to happen to you are going to be goodNin fact,
thereOs going to be a whole bunch of bad things happen to you!
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- The OtrickO (to use that term) is that you have to have a real, firm
grip upon theexact contextof this passageNand by means of that

proper contextNyou merely keep this terminology and phraseology
corralled within that context! (not word studies or Greek grammar!)

- And the context here is the sonOs establishaseant adopted, adult

son about to embark upon the curriculum for his sonship educationi
and the son is being told by his Father how his Father has designed
the curriculum for his sonship education to work for himNhow He

has designed it so that by the sonOs use of, and utilization of that
curriculum for his sonship educationNas he lives his sonship life and
utilizes the information within the curriculum his Father gives himN
each and every single thing that happens to him (you) - and each and
every thing that you ever will experience in your life is geared to

work for yourgood\for your benefitNfor your success

- This includesall things:

- physically

- personally

- locally

- nationally

- internationally

- And even though we might want to get into a whole bunch
of detailsNyouOre not supposed to Oover-thinkO this and over
analyze this at this point.

- YouOre just simply supposed to be struck by the fact that
your Father is saying to you tredt things(good, bad, or
otherwisework togethe(within the framework of your
sonship education and your utilizing the curriculum for your
sonship educatioripr your good(for your benefit).

- And as you may have gathered by nothi$ is a_highly qualified
statemeniN(which we will see clearly in the rest of the verse [which
narrows this down to apply to only a certain few

- But for nowNeven by means of the context aloneNyou should have
a pretty good idea that this is NOT intended to be an across-the-
board statement that includes everybody (saved & unsaved); nor is it
even including every Christian (all saved members of the church, the
body of Christ)!
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- NowNbefore we go onNletOs just make sure that weOre properly
understanding whatOs been said (declaration-wise) to us so far in (:28).

- And we knowRhis is a powerful, confident-produciigclaration
my Father now knows is the necessary & natural final issue
that | have to deal with in order to bring about the full
measure of the adjustments to my attitude that has to take
place in sonship establishment. Not only is it a confidence-
producing statement that goes to producing the nature/kind of
confidence | have to have at this pointNbut it is also a
statement that, when it has been effectually produced in me,
will be something that | will confidently & continually
operate upon in all the details of my life as my FatherOs
adopted son, now and forever more.

- that all thingsNThis is just what it says#ll thingsNand while not
all things are going to be good things, this includes the bad
with the good and everything in between. However all those
thingsfrom mild to severe; from minor to major that happen
to me are all within the framework of a believer in Christ who
is taking their sonship life seriously, and opting to be
educated by God my Heavenly Father under His curriculum
for sonship education. And in that way, while #tieghings
that happen to me may be exactly like what happens to all
other people, the critical difference is being an adopted son
of my Heavenly Father and operating under His curriculum.

- Any problems with that? Any questions so far? (especially atlathings
- And we know that all thingsork together for good E

- Once again, by keeping this in its proper contextNtbatext will

not allow you to think that this is saying that God is goingvtwk

all thingsout for yourgoodby means of His intervening, omnipotent
handNaltering and bending and manipulating events and situations

and circumstances so that bad things that happen are Ojust a blessing in
disguiseO type thing.

- Neither is this (in its context here) a statement that God is going to
work all thingsfor yourgoodregardless of your wilNthat He has
decreedhatall thingswill ultimately work out forgoodNand Oby and
byO when we all get to heaven, weQll finally see that what we thought
was a bad thing, really was a good thing in the long runNbut for now
we just canOt see Othe big piCtubait when we do weOll understand.
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- But ratherall things working together for godd a highly context
sensitive phrase!!!

- And in that respect, weOre to understand and appreciate that this is
only talking aboutll thingsthat impact your life and/or stimulate

your life one way or the otherNyou take all those things arzdry

those things with the curriculum for sonship educationNthen by the
effectual working of that curriculum in your inner man, that sonship
curriculum has theapacity and theability to take any and every

thing that impacts your life (good or bad), and work them all for
good\for your good

- And goodhere isnOt just the issue that Qall things work out as they
shouldONthe issue of it beiggodis the sense of it being for your
benefitand for yourusefulnessifor just so many opportunitiegr

you to use and utilize the wisdarhyour Father and bring it to bear
upon all these many and varied circumstances and situations and
stimulations that enter your lifeNand that curriculum hasgbwaer

and themight and thestrength to take anyhingthat touches you

and cause it tavork togethemith the curriculum for your added

and continued benefit Bor good

- Therefore the issue is, weOve got this thing called the curriculum for
our sonship educatidhat our Father is putting into our handsNitOs
designed to be what we live our sonship lives on the basis ofN(and
thatOs exactly what a father delivers to his son in connection with
adopting him) - and the issue &l thingsthat take place, therefore,

in our liveswhen theyOre matedith what goes on in that

curriculum Nit works together for good.

- And it works together for gooith connection wittthe
objective that our sonship life has in view!

- And thatOs exactly what a seants to understand to be the caseN

and what a son realizes by logic that thatOs the way thingg@ught
beNbut wants to be (and has to be) convinced & fully persuaded

that thatOs the way it is, and that when he operates upon it, everything
goes towards meeting that objective N and that heOll be able to
succeedandprevail in all thoseall thingsthat happen to him!

- Again, itOs critical that you understand and appreciate that this is not
the issue of: & things work togethefwith all other things in our
life) for good®
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- Because that means that God still somehow is taking this thing, and
this thing, and this other thingNand putting them together for some
end result.

- And not only is He not manipulating things to assure good results,
but even that concept afl things working togethétthat canOt even
mean that all the experiences of your life that you encounter will
work togethewith all the other things you encounterNbecause the
reality is that you encounter many things in your life that in all truth
are unrelated events!

- And if thatOs what youOre thinking this isNeven that is a denial of
what sonship is at its very core! (Because that would demand that
God would come along and still intervene to tie all these pieces
together so that the sum total ofthié thinggurns outgoodNand
thatOsot consistent with being treated as a son!)

- The critical issue here (and IOm not saying this just to OwrestO the
Scriptures and force it to say what | want it to say) - but the only
possible way to understand and appreciate contextually, that this isnOt
sayingall things work together with all other thinfisr some ultimate

good that God is going to produbkis to clearly recognize that the

only way thatall things are going to work together for goiscthat

as a son of my Father: | have the privilege of endwihidpings

(good and bad) and tho#gengstogether with mated with in union

with the curriculum for my education as my FatherOs sonwolk
together for good.

- And thegoodis the beneficial results of having to USE that
information contained in the curriculum as a son that is going to
further train me in my vocational training so that I will, in turn, be
better qualified to receive my join-inheritance with Christ and gain the
experience of having tasethe information in the curriculum

whereby the result will be my success my prevailingn whatever
circumstances and situations ever come my way!

- All things work togethefwith the curriculum for sonship
education¥or good(for my benefit, for my well-being, to
enhance and promote my sonship life) N in fact, having to
endureall things(good & bad) [in the context of being a
properly functioning son of my Father] will actually be to my
advantage and not to my detriment at all!
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- ThatOs the startling declaration my Father makes to me in
verse 28!

- Now, are there any questions in connection with this first phrase:
And we know that all things work together for good?2?

- Now just as most folks get that first phrase goofed upNthings get even
worse with the last phrase - what you might call the qualifying phrase.

- Beginning with the wordt@O to the end of the sentence/verseNnot only

does the context keep us from misusing and misapplying the 1st part, but just
to make sure that weOre not misunderstanding just exactly who this issue of
all things working together for goas intended forNwe have a 2-part section

of the sentence that acts to say: Only those who fit this description are
qualified for havingall things work together for good.

- And even at thatNa lot of folks just come along and read this, and
say, Ok, llove God(heck, who doesnOt?) - and IOm saved, so IOm
the called according to his purpoéghatever that means) - so, hey,
this is for me!

- And this is where itOs going to get rather uncomfortable for
some folksNbecause the truth of the matter is, while this is
OforO every saint (to read and profit from) N this is NOT
something that all saints (believers in Christ) can use and
apply to themselves, simply because tegOnualify

according to what this is saying and what the context says itOs
talking about! (Especially if you just crack your Bible open

to Romans 8:28 and read that one verseNand then just think,
hey, thatOs for me!)

28 And we know that all things work together for gtwothem that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

- The truth isall things working together for goad not for

everyone N itOs certainly not the case for any unbeliever, unsaved,
unjustified personNand just as true, itOs not the case even for the
majority of justified believers in Christ!

- OE to them that love God, EON First of all, notice that it doesnOt say, Oto _
them that are GodOs [GodOs own saints/believers/justified persons/saved].O
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- Granted Othem that love Godfan be taken in a way that is
descriptive of any saint that has some love and adoration and
appreciation for being saved from the debt & penalty of their sins;
from no longer being an object of GodOs wrath, but now being an
object of His forgiveness, mercy, and love & grace.

- And granted there is a measure of loving God that is produced
simply by responding to GodOs grace and the substitutionary
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on CalvaryOs cross.

- But again, this phrase fwiving Godin Romans 8:28 is a highly
contextually sensitive phraseNmeaning that this isnOt talking about
loving God in the sense of being justified unto eternal lifeNbut there
has actually been produced in you a more specific (and | mean more
specific to the context of sanctification and especially the capstone of
your sanctified position in Christ: the adoption of sons) - itOs that
specific kind of love for God that has been generated and produced in
you in connection with being adopted, oriented, and established as a
son who has been given this powerful curriculum for ss education!

- Therefore, this isnOt talking about just any old ChristianNthis is
talking about a saint who, as an adopted son who has had all of the
effectual working of whatOs sitting in Romans 8:14-27 working in
his inner manNit has producedi@ve for Godas your Fathewho

has made you aware of all that He has told you about since you hit
Romans 8:14!

- This isnOt a general love for God, but a sonship love for God!

- And then just to qualifyll things working together for goaglen further,
we have the final phras¢o them who are the called according to his
purpose.

- And here you encounter that Obug-a-booO walidoNnot to
mention: purpose (Should | get OA Purpose-Driven LifeO?)

- But neither the wordallednor purposeare supposed to be difficult
at allNand you certainly arenOt supposed to have to stop here and
teach the entire doctrine of the Divine DecreesNor other such
theological disciplinesNin order to understand this.

-NO. ItOs really all very simpleNif you just keep these words and
terms and phrase where God put themNin the context!
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- That expressionfthe called according to his purpd$is simply
describing who we are as sons, in view of the objective of sonship!

- And thatOs exactly what a son needs to think about himself, (and
think of himself), in connection with when it comes to being able to
appreciate the powef the effectual working of the curriculum heOs
going to be dealing with!

- He needs to see himself as one whihéscalled according to his
FatherOs purpose

- OtherwiseNif heOs not going to look at himself that wayNheOs not
going to look at the curriculum as he should be looking at itNbecause
the Father wants him to look at the curricultROM HIS
PERSPECTIVE when He composed it, put it together, and
everything He did to make it, therefore, so that it will do its job in

His son.

- And then once the son is thinking about things that wayNand the
rest of (:29-30) do their job to insure that that takes placeNthatOs why
(:31) comes along and sag¥What shall we then say to these
things?G and the Father can then begin to probe His sonOs heart on
the basis of His son looking at what His Father has designed for him
to utilize in his sonship lifeNand to come along and to probe his
inner man and deal with each of the 5 areas of potential problems in
His sonOs heart & mindNand He can surgically remove snags,
impediments & hindrancesNand leave His son with a heart of
absolute trust and implicit faith in the effectual working of that
curriculum.

- But the only way the son will ever come to that point is if
he looks at the curriculuast like the Father looks at it

- And thatOs why he (you, the son) have to start out looking at
yourself as one who ish@ called according to your FatherOs
purposeO

- OE called according to his purpos® N thatOs exactly what you

are as a son in your FatherOs eyes N and that expression/phrase is
not supposed to be analyzed outside of this particular contextNit isnOt
difficult at allNit isnOt so deeply theological that it takes a degree in
the falsely called science of theology to understand itNitOs simply
expressing what any oltloptedson is, from the fatherOs perspective!
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- At thetime appointed of the fathgre adopted you as His

son for the purpose of educating you and edifying you in
order to think like Him, live like Him, and one day enter into
laboring together with Him in His business N and thatOs what
the called is referring to (to the time in which Halledyou

into sonship edification at the point in which He adopted you
as His son) N and thatOs what pisepose is according to

(the purposeof ultimately laboring with your Father in all

His business).

- And what all that means isNthat the phraskthings work together

for goodlS HIGHLY RESTRICTIVE N itOs restricted only to a

son who is aware of his sonship status; a son who has been properly
oriented and established and cryiigpba, FatheNin other words,

a son who is taking his sonship life seriously (one who is desiring to
being educated as a son of God his Heavenly Father).

- Simply put: all things working together for godd only
applicable for an intelligent son(intelligent so far as
Romans 8:14-27 has made him!)

- And that intelligent son who has the effectual working of
Romans 8:14-27 is one who, in light of those things contained
in that sectionjoves God (that information has produced in

him a love for God his Father thatOs diffetieah any general
love for God that is based upon being justified/saved, and
different even from the first 2 major components to his godly
sanctification) itOs one whévves God as a_sorn(asonship

love for God).

- And that intelligent s@ees himselfs his Father sees him
as a son who iealled (at the time in which he was adopted
by his Fatheryccording to his purpose (which is the purpose
of being educated by his Father in order that he might be
meetto be apartaker of the inheritancias Paul puts it in
Col. 1:12] - heGsalled (adoptedaccording to his FatherOs
purpose(to ultimately labor with his Father in the FatherOs
business).

- And remember that this is our Father declaring to us a very powerful concept
that is to become principle, fundamental to how we are going to live our

lives as sonsNand one that is to dispel fead hesitatiomnd any lack of
confidencen our FatherOs educational system to worknatter what!
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- And in that wayNthis is not only a confidence-buildistatement,
but it is afear-dispelling statementNthat no matter what happens to
you in all your life (good, bad, and everything in betweeraIN
things work together for goddr you who are qualified by the last
part of (:28) N all those thinggwhenmated with the effectual
working of the curriculum for sonship educatiavgrk together for
your benefias a son of your Heavenly Father!

- And thatOs designedattack any natural fear, anxiety, or
worry or distress or anything along those lines that says,
OYou know, as much as | might want this, 1 donOt know if
| can do this.O

- And againNjust to point up that this is highly qualifiadd highly restricted

to only a certain group of peopl(as much as you might not like hearing

that) N notice carefully that when Paul precisely states who, and only who,

are the ones this applies toNhe doesnOt just come along and say, Oto them that
are saint® or Oto those who are justifiéi but by saying it the way he

does: Oto them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purposeN Paul (and God Himself) is makingdiscriminating difference

between those who are justified unto eternal life (saved from the debt &

penalty of their sins), and those who are all that, but on top of that are living
consistent with who they ass sons of God

- FurthermoreNPaul doesnOt even say, Oto them who are &ioptetb them

who are sor® N because all saints/believers/justified/saved folks are also
adopted as sons, too. (They just either arenOt aware of their sonship status, or
view it only asan eventwith little to no ramifications beyond that [especially

here on this earth], or they are aware of their sonship status but sioméhy

care about living as sons).

- And | point that out once againNjust to underscore that IOm not

just Osplitting hairsO or making up some issue that really doesnOt exist
in the mind of GodNwhen | say that you have to begin to think about
being a Christian in light of not merely being justified, and not even
merely being who you are Oin ChristO sanctification-wise N but
realizing the difference between one who is a genuine believer in

Christ N and one who is intelligized as a son and living consistent

with who you are as a son of your Father!

- Paul uses very specific terminology in describing those who qualify for
havingall things working together for googery carefully in terms that can
only be speaking of those who are aware of their sonship status in @hdist,
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who have had produced in them (by the effectual working of Romans 8:14-27)
the intelligence of who they are as sons of God and the desire to be educated
as sons of God their Father.

- In other words, Paul writes Romans 8:28 to you as one who has
properly received what heOs just given youNas one who (to just go
back to our Table of Contents) one who has just received OKnowing
wisdom and instructionO and one who is receiving the Operception of
the words of understanding.O

- Therefore to be blunt and brutally honest about itN(gnd though a lot of folks
wonOt want to hear this, and most wonOt like what IOm about to say):

1) This is not for any person on this earth who is not a believer in
Jesus Christ (who has not been justified by believing in the gospel
of Christ);

2) This is NOT for any believer/saint (saved & justified though
they may be) - this is not for any saint who is_ndbeing Oled by the
SpiritOthrough the sonship curriculum; who is_notOcrying, Abba,
FatherQ who has_notreceived sonship orientation and sonship
establishment N this is NOT for themNit does not apply to
themNRomans 8:28 has ZERO application to them!!!

- If that describes youNthen you have no right to this verse;
you have no claim to itNit wonOt work for you; it doesnOt
apply to youNitOs not a verse that does anything more for you
than give you a pseudo, temporal salve for some problem in
your life N itOs nothing more than a spiritual placebol!

(= something of no remedial value thatOs used to give some
false sense of reassurance.)

- THERE ISNO WORKING TOGETHER FOR GO@DIN
THEIR LIVESN all thingsDONOTwork together for gootbr that
Christian!

- Because the truth of the matter isNwhen you donOt appreciate who
you are as a sonN(and since this isnOt talking about God intervening
with His omnipotent hand into the affairs and circumstances of life)

N then the truth is, you simply donOt have working for youptheer

that makesll things work together for godtyou donOt have that
curriculum that has the capacignd the abilityand_poweiand

strengthto causall things to work together for gobd
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- And when all that youOve been educated in so far about your sonship
status and what it all means (up to this point) to be an adult, adopted
son of God your Heavenly Father N when that isnOt something you
ever come to appreciate as a saint N when all you know is: 1Om not
going to go to hell; my sins are forgiven; and IOm going to go to
heaven when | die N when thatOs all you know, then YOU DONOT
LOVE GODE (like Paul describes in Romans 8:28) E AND

YOUORE NOTALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE

- How in the world can you define yourself as one who is
called according to his purposehen you donOt know what
His purpose is???

- Now, for those to whom thdoesapplyNagain, this DOES NOT mean that
your life will be perfediwith no bad things ever happening to youNin fact,
quite the opposite is going to be the case!

- A whole bunch of bad things (suffering, heart-wrenching,
disappointing, disturbing, frightening things) are going to happen to
you!

- Your life will be lived with all those things happening to you
without any alteration to them whatsoever! ButE when all that

is MATED_ with the curriculum for your sonship educatidimen they
WILL all work together for godd

- Romans 8:28 is by far the greatest statement and greatest declaration your
Heavenly Father has told you since you became aware of your sonship
statusNand it may very well be that itOs the greatest thing, and most important
thing you ever will hear as a son!

- And because our Father (knowing what He has to do as the final thing to
produce [He produces it Himself] to produce this final attitude we have to
have in order to be fully established in our sonship status) - because our
Father just plops this in front of usNHe makes this declaration to usNHe
expects us to be suitably impressed with fiyvof a thing this isNbecause it

is one of the boldest statements in all of ScriptureNand He knows that we
have to have all of the information contained in (:29-30) in order for us to be
suitably confident, suitably assured, and suitably convinced [just as He
Himself is] that the education HeOs about to give you has no weaknesses in it
and is sgowerful thatnothing that you will ever experience, go through,
suffer, endure, or face in your sonship lifeNwill, when it is mated with this
curriculum work together for gootb you, His son.
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- Now before we go onNI just want to return to that issuegsfddd N And
we know that all things work together for goodaNd | want to make sure that
there isnOt any confusion on whatgbedis:

- (WeOve already covered the issuedahahingsconsist of good, bad,
and everything in between) N so, since we're told about a whole
bunch of bad things that are going to happen to us (see :37) - letOs
take it from that perspective:

- LetOs say something bad happens to meNitOs not that | wanted it to
happenNin fact, | didnOt want it to happen, but it did happen, so how
does itwork together for gogdlwhatOs thgood?

- Ok, a bad thing happenedN(___fill in the blank__) - I didnOt
want it to happen, but it didNand thereOs information in my
sonship curriculum that will take that issue as so much of an
opportunity to further my vocational training; benefit me by
using the information/doctrine to deal with that thing.

- (And where are we in the Table of Contents?perceive
the words of understandipyyl therefore, the curriculum
will have Wvords of understandirigto deal with (__? )

- For example: | Cor. 6:1, 5-7 (:7) N the issue is that there
was a bad thing happening to the saints at Corinth, but the
sonship curriculum had providegbrds of understandintpat
were to be utilized in the midst of this bad thing happening so
that it wouldwork together for goodand therefore they blew

a great opportunity to be better trained and better qualified
for their FatherOs purpose!

- ThegoodisnOt merely using informationendure a bad thingNbut
to better train meand better equip mand_better qualify mior my
joint-inheritance with ChristNand having even greater wisdbm
experience capacityin using the curriculum for sonship education,
and ultimately be a better trained, better educated, better
qualified intelligent son!

- (1tOs thaall things work together for goodiS A SON)

- This isnOt some kind of goofy psychological mind-game exercise as
if Rom. 8:28 is GodOs way of sayirgtets turn those frowns
upside down!lO & OWhen life gives you lemons, just make lemon

- aid!O
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- And there argounterfeitsto all this out there inttle wisdom of
this worldO that attempt to OspinO all the things that happen to you so
that you think they all work out fayood

- Too numerous to go into nowNbut along the lines of:

OWell, Ohindsight is 20/200 - and looking back on things, if
this (bad thing) hadnOt of happened, then | would have never
met my wife.O (or whatever)

- But none of that i©good@®S A SON! N None of that counterfeit
coping wisdom/technique causes me to emulate my Father! or to be
more conformed & better conformed to the image of Christ!

- Even the bad things of life may be rationalized to Owork out
for goodO N such as in the case of POWOs, for example, who
in many cases had great success in rationalizing their
captivity into something good that came out of itN(and, by

the way, IOm not denying that there isnOt real success in
doing that) N but thatOs nogoodAS A SON (not godly)

- And the truth of the matter isNeven when genuine
Christians attempt similar coping mechanisms for the bad
things happening in their livesNeven by using Scripture to
do it, (but, of course, using the Scriptures to form their own
methods) - [or by using the latest best-selling book by the
current Ostable of starsO]Neven in that case, theregeddO
in it AS A SON!

- Because as far as fulfilling the vgsyrposeGod had in
mind when He saved you in the first pltedi that kind of
stuff doesnOt work for that purpose at all!!!

- Each component of Romans 8:28 can be easily contained in its context by
simply putting that contextual issue of OAS A SONO onto each component:

- And we knowAS A SON

- that all thingsAS A SON

- work togetherAS A SON

- for goodAS A SON

- to them that love GodAS A SON

- to them who are the calleAS A SON
- according to his purposAS A SON.



Romans 8:14-39 Page 931

- And all of this brings me back to what | said earlier about God our Father
plopping this declaration down in front of usNand our becoming suitably
impressed with the confidence, assurance, and conviction that it declares we
can have, should have, and will have in our sonship education.

- Truth is: this educational curriculum for our sonship life has
UNLIMITED APPLICATION ! (OAnd we know that
all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpgse.O

- Romans 8:29-30

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

- These are 2 of the most daunting verses in the entire Bible. And thatOs
because by-in-large the terminology (the words) seem to be far too difficult to
understand by ordinary Olaymen.O And more often than not, itOs assumed that
you have to have a degree in theology just to ever have a clue as to what Paul
is talking about here.

- (Funny thing is, itOs those very ones with those degrees in theology
thatreally never have a clue as to what Paul is saying hereNand to
their chagrin, this passage is easy to handle and crystal clear to any
believer with zero theological training, but who can simply read the
English language and keep things in their context!)

- 1 mean, look at itNisnOt it daunting? too deep for mortal minds?
too complicated for the non-clergy?

1) Foreknowledge!
2) Predestination!
3) Calling!

4) Justification!

5) Glorification!

(1 think 1Om going to faint!)

- But again, weOll be saved from mutilating these verses and making a huge
mess out of this passage if we just recognize the excellency of the translation
of every word as it appears in our King James VersionNand if we simply
contain what God says within the bounds of sonship establishmentNjust as
any ordinary father would establish & educate his own natural son!
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- OkNsince thatOs the caseNletOs allow the context to save us from a whole
bunch of problems that are normally associated with this passageNand while
weOre at it, letOs allow something else weOve often talked about in connection
with GodOs word and how He wrote it, to also come to our aid and make sure
that we get out of (:29-30 and :31-39) all that God expects us to get out of it:
and that other thing is sense and sequéwrcthe strict attention to tharder

in which God says things).

- (And while | may seem to be coming off as Obeating a dead horse®
so to speakNand pounding this issue over and overNitOs because |
know how easy it is to get completely lost hereNand just go deeper
and deeper into the woods with every step you take!)

- So letOs talk a little bit about what is going on in the mind of the Father who
is bringing His son to this last and final issue in sonship establishment:

- When a son comes to the end of (:27), and heOs got the first 2 components of
sonship establishment coveredNwhat all this is leading to is this total and
complete development of absolute confidence, trust, assurance, and

conviction in his Father and in the curriculum his Father has designed for him.

- But at the end of (:27) the son really doesnOt know that there are an awful lot
of hindrances and impediments and snags resident in his mind/heartNyouOre
just simply not aware of those things being in your mind E but the Father
knows theyOre there!

- And when a father brings up the final issue of sonship establishment with his
sonNwhich is designed to get it so that he does have full confidence,
assurance, and the full measure of conviction he needs to have in the
curriculum doing its job N the son isnOt aware of what it takes to get that
accomplished (The son simply doesnOt know what needs to take place in his
heart in order to get that full confidence developledt the Father does)

- The son is totally ignorant (dumb) as to how to get this doneNas to
what theprocessis to get it all accomplished.

- So (:28) makes a statement that sets in matierissue of the building of
the confidence, assurance, & convictions that are designed to be built and put
into place by the time you get to the period (.) at the end of (:39).

- And even though itOs still a couple of verses offNitOs still germane to our
study to keep in mind those 5 probing questions that the Father is going to ask
his son aboutNbecause the sonOs heart has got to be jprobeer to

awakenhim to certain thingsNand to get some thoughts goingNthat if the
probing questions didnOt get them going, they never would get going in the

first place!
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- (Because the son, innately, doesnOt have the capacity to get these
things going.)

- It takes the word of Gddwhich is just as Hebrews 4:12 saysélquick, and
powerful, and sharper than any towedged sWitedgo into that sonOs heart
and do something in his soul & spirit that actually can functiondiniding
asundertype mannerNand can actually start sorting some things outNand
can provide for being discerner of thehoughtsandintentsof the heart

- And can put the son in the position where he can actually begin to recognize
thatthereOs some things that heOs never even thoagloutNthat hasnOt
evendawnedupon himNin connection with the effectual working of GodOs
word.

- And 1Om saying all that to youNnot to just repeat myself, or even to deal
with any of those things yetNbut just to make it so that we all realize that as
we deal with this:we take it one step at a timiin the order of step-
placement that God has set it forth in!

- E Otherwise, what the Father has designed to take plaoaQt
take place!

- Those 5 questions have got to be dealt with irotlder in which God has

put themNbecause HeOs performing Oopen heart surgeryO on the sonOs heart.
(And He starts at the first muscle mass at the front of the heartNand He
doesnOt stop until He gets to the back of it!)

- Therefore, we canOt come along and anticipate too much in advance: or
assume too much in advance: N and not be dealing with stuff as if itOs dealing
with more than what it actually is dealing with! (which is the tendency)

- And soNto bring us back to our matter at hand in (:29-30) - as we noted
before, there are 5 things mentioned in themNand those 5 things arenOt
supposed to be thought about by anything other than the context before usN
which means to chase down some kind of categorical/systematic doctrine of
those 5 words and study out everything that could ever be said about themN
that will do nothing but get us deeper in the woods and totally lost.

- But more than thatNby getting a healthy respect fordraer of themNand

that our Father has ordered them in the way He hasNwhich means that weOre
supposed to recognize that what youOve got hereNin the 2 verses that are
designed to be a pro@b prove the reality and the validity of what (:28) has
declared): that what youOve got her&&@&EPSto get that job done!
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- For whom he didoreknowN Step 1

- he also didpredestinatdo be conformed to the image~of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brethreistsp 2

- Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he eddled N Step 3
- and whom he called, them he ajgstified: N Step 4
- and whom he justified, them he atgorified. N Step 5

- ForeknowNStep 1

- PredestinatBiStep 2
- Called\Step 3

- JustifiedNStep 4

- GlorifiedNStep 5

- And youOre not supposed to look at those 5 words and suddenly
Ovapor-lockO in your brain! N As if God suddenly stopped talking
about Himself as a real Father, and just snapped into some kind of

a discussion about Himself in His God-ness! NO! HeOs still talking
as any father would talk to his son when he wants to finish his sonOs
establishment!

- Therefore theontextis critical to not getting lostNand therder

in which God sets them forth is critical to not only not getting lost,
but to get the effectual working of this proof to be fully proven and to
make (:28) a reality in which you know exactly WHY things

work together for gootb you as GodOs son!

- NowNwith all that in mindNyou should therefore recognize right off the
bat, that (:29-30) are only going to say things within the realm of which (:28)
has predicated things (or has laid the groundwork for things).

- In other words, because (:28), being taken within the realm of
sonshipNthat means that (:29-30) has some mesttictive

parameters that wonOt let you (if youOre going to be honest with the
context) - it wonOt let you think about those terms outside of the
restrictive way in which theyOre used.

- Which means that whatever GodOs going to say in (:29-30) to
validate & substantiate the reality of what He says in (:28) - its all
going to be said within the confines of what (:28) has established.
(No matter what those termesuldmean, orcouldbe used in other
contexts.)
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- (In this contextNthose 2 verses [and everything in them] are going
to be used solely within the confines of sonship itselfNand the
further confines within sonship that (:28) has set.)

- And just to go back to what | said at the beginning of this whole thing (this
morningOs 1st session) N that means that (:28) [right now] is the most
important verse in this entire gamut of verses weOre going to be dealing with!

- (OMost importantO as far as what it does in initiating this 3rd & final
component of sonship establishment that a father needs to deal with
his son aboutNit initiates it).

- 1tOs the most important verse because what it says is going to confine
our thoughts and regulate our thinking with respect to all the other
things that are said following itNsso that we donOt misuse

terminology; abuse it; misapply it; or do anything else that can be

done when context is ignoredNand initiating statements arenOt given
the weight that they are designed to be given when they bégima

of doctrinelike is taking place right here.

- NowNeverything weOve been doing in our last lessons have really been
preparatory for dealing with the details of what (:29-30) set forth in order to
fully prove and validate the reality of (:28).

- We first of all had to deal with the general breakdown of the entire
12-verse section of (:28-39).

- Then we dealt with the overall design of what each of the 2
components are designed to doNand the job they are to get done.

- And thenNbecause the terminology is such that if you donOt have

a real and deep appreciation (maybe Oskill® might be better) for how
to handle such terminologyNand to not get off track, and therefore
not get the effectual working of this final component of sonship
establishmentNIOve been spending a great deal of time harping on
the issue of keeping the terms and phrases that make up this large
section inside the parameters God has put themN(and if you donOt,
you will wind up Olost in the woodsO [so to speak]!)

- Then we dealt with the details of (:28) and should have a very good
grasp upon what it sets forthNwhy our Father brings this issue to our
attentionNand how veryimited andrestricted this powerful
statement is, and exactisho (and only who) this applies to!
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- Summary Statement of Romans 8K28

In order to get His son to have implicit trust, confidence, assurance, and
conviction in the Father and in the curriculum He put together for His sonOs
educationNthe Father makes a declaration to His son (in order to start the
process ofbf developing the kind of confidence that will make it so His son
will never abandon the curriculum, no matter Whatle starts that process off
with a statement that confronts us as His sons with the realization that this
sonship education that HeOs going to give us is all desigwedktitogether

with everything that weOre going to experience and involve ourselves with in
the details of our lifeNand itOs been so well designed sovasrkotogether

with those things for ougood\ as a soiNand thatOs because we are, just as
the last part of (:28) says, we are the ones who havechéed according to

our fatherOs purpose.

- And by saying that to the sonNand by saying it in the WeyFather says
itNthat actually initializes the sonOs heart to go on and get the remaining
information that fully produces the full measure of confidence, assurance and
conviction E but itOs only the beginning!

- 1tOs going to take another 11 verses following thatNto cover all the
informationNand by that informationNdo all that needs to take place
in the sonOs heart to actually produce the kind of assurance,
confidence, and conviction the son needs to have.

- And then as we face the information contained in (:29-30) - IOve been
cautious (overly cautious) - due to the information and the terminology thatOs
used in those 2 versesNIOve been cautious to pound away at keeping all of it
contained in the parameters that God has put it. (So that you donOt get lost,
and so that you fail to get the effectual working of the proof that it sets forth).

- And weOve talked about keeping every word within the bounds of
the context of sonship (especially sonship establishment).

- Secondly, that, since God puts it in a particular order (with sense
and sequence) - that we deal with each step (and there are 5 of them
in this proof) in the verprder in which God gave it!

- And lastly, that we put ourselves in theil@-perspectived that God
our Father wants our thinking to be in as we deal with each step of
the proof information N and that Opoint-perspectiveQ is to view all of
this (and | mean abf it) FROM THE VIEWPOINT/PERSPECTIVE
OF THE FATHER HIMSELFNand we have to make sure that we
understand & appreciate thgnificanceof viewing things this way!
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- So nowNwith our good grasp upon (:28) - and knowing that (:29-30) are
going to prove and validate all that (:28) saysNwhen it comes to proving the
reality of (:28) - why does (:29) begin the way it does?

29 For whom he did foreknow, E

- The OForQs a @rO of further explanation and further amplification.
So therefore we know that weOre dealing with setting forth a proof or
confirmation for the reality of what (:28) has said.

- But just to use that technique | often talk aboutNif you were

reading this line by line (with that 3 X 5 card) - and you came to the
end of (:28) with the card still covering (:29) - even though you might
not come up with the exact terminology at allNyou should be able to,
(based upon something that has already been said to you in [:28]), you
should be able to say, OHeOs got to say something to me about His
Goreknowledg) (or something to that effect)

- Why?

- ThereOs something about the way (:28) ends that sets your thinking
so that your mind goes to anticipatitigs issue that gets brought up

in (:29) - and at the exact same time it sets your thinking in the proper
perspectiveGod wants it in, in order to make that proof HeOs going

to give you effectually work to produce the kind of confidence and
assurance He knows you have to have!

- In other words, by saying what (:28) says, it generates the particular
focus of your attention God wants you to have, and that you must
have in order to establish that kind of confidence in you as His son.

- So again, why, in order to prove the reality of (:28), does (:29) start
off with the issue of our FathefOseknowledge

- Once againNwe should be able to come along and easily
see that thiforeknowledgés to kept within the context of
sonshipNand deals specifically with the Father knowing

in advance about His sonsNit applies to sonshipNHeOs not
talking about creation in general or anything along those lines.

- ThatOs why it says@ whomhe did forekno® - it doesnOt
say, Bor what he did forekno®w N and thatvhomis usNitOs
the EnglishwhomPlural, not singular.
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- Now letOs just address that wimaknow (or foreknowledg and
dispel any apprehension that you may have for such a seemingly
highly technical and theological word. (difficult to understand)

- foreknow= [prosginosko] = to know in advanceNtherefore
if you know about something in advance, simply put, that
means that youOve thought about it bBfisdes something
thatOs been thought out before an event took place

- Simple. Even a natural father can and does do
this very thing in connection with his own sons.

- And as (:29) goes onNit takes thiatowing in advandeand it
limits our Father(sreknowledg®f us to something more specific

- Now with that saidNI want to go back and make sure that we acknowledge
something thatOs sitting in (:28) that not only makes this issue of GodOs
foreknowledgdeing brought up as the 1st Step in producing the proof and the
confidence in your heart, that what that 1st part of (:28) says is real and trueN
but at the exact same time, it fixes point-perspectiveexactly as our

Father wants it (and how it must be) in order to produce the full-measure of
the kind of confidence and assurance we must have in Him and in His
curriculum that HeOs about to deliver into our hands.

- In other words, to gover& regulateeverything that HeOs going to
say to us in these 12 verses, and OcolorQ and OtaintO (in a good sense)
all the terms & phrases (as well as the 5 probing questions) - you have
to deal with all those issues by viewing all thatOsfsaidthe
FatherOs perspective!
- (We may have acknowledged it already, but | donOt
think weOve acknowledged it to thegreethat we
should or that we need to acknowledge it).

- Notice at the end of (:28) - that when the final defining description
of usis given, it sayst@them who are the called according to his
purposeO

- Why does He describe it that way? Why doesnOt He come along
and say, Bbr we know that all things work together for good to
them that love Gaqdo themwho he has made his so@8??

- Granted, HeOs talking about us in view of the fact that we are His
sonsNbut HeOs talking about us, and describing us in a very
particular wafthat forces us look at our sonshimm a very
particular perspective!
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- And if youOre thinking, Well, it puts it in the perspective of the

Father and what He sees when He looks at you as His adopted sonN
that right, and thatOs all well & goodNbut thatOs just the FACT of
itNand thatOs not exactly getting down to the OrootO of it for why you
have to view this from the FatherOs perspectiveNbecause you have to
get beyond just the FACT of it to the WHY of itNwhy do you have

to look at this from the FatherOs perspective?

- In other wordsNwhatOs the significance of that? WhatOs the
significance of viewing everything thatOs said here from the FatherOs
perspective? How does that go to producing confidence?

- To answer thatNremember that the beginning of (:28) is making a
statement concerning the fact that our Father has so designed it so that
all the things weOre going to encounter and go through in our lives can
be put together with our sonship educationNand come owdod

- And His goal in telling us that is so that we can be assured
concerning the reality of thatNand know the reality of that, so we can
operateon the reality of that.

- But when it comes to achieving that objectiveNweOve go to be able
to look at our sonship status and the living of our sonship lives on the
basis of that curriculum from His perspectiveN(and here is the further
issue of viewing it more than the mere fact of itNand here is the
significance of it) Nwhen He put the whole thing togetheXthat is,
when He designed for that statement in (:28) to be so with us

right from the beginningNeven before we were ever born!

- So therefore at the end of (:28) what HeOs after in saying what He
does (and describe usthem who are the called according to His
purpos@ N is to not simply describe us as His sonsNbut to describe
us as ones who, in being His sons, are now fitting into a putipate
He had for us, in our sonship, E FROM WAY BACK.

- (And thereOs no need to put a time designation on it!)

- And itOs only when we begin to think about (and contemplate) and
view the living of our sonship lives on the basis of the curriculum for
our sonship educatiofrom His Opoint-of-design-for-itO perspective
when He put the whole thing togetheKthat we will be able to be
suitably convincelsuitably assurefiland suitably convictedhat it

will do the job that HeOs declaring to us in (:28) that itOs designed to
doNand weOll get thgoodout of it that He declares itOs designed to
work togethewmith the details of our life to produce for us!
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- But the only way that suitable measure of confidence, assurance,
and conviction regarding that,geingto be oursNis to understand

& appreciate our sonship and the living of our sonship lives on the
basis of that curriculum, from His designed point-perspective in
connection with it

- In other wordsNyou canOt be looking at this as a son looking at the
Father and what HeOs doneNyou have to look at this whole

constructing and designing and forging of the curriculum for sonship
education AS THE FATHER HIMSELF! (Put yourself in His shoes).

- As if the Father says, OSon, donOt look at [neNIook at
what | did with | put the whole thing togetherNbefore you
were ever born!O

- And so then, it is absolutely critical that you not only deal with this
information strictly within its context & orderNbut that you deal with
it from the point of view of the Father Himself when He put the
whole thing togethdétbecause just as you first learned when He
adopted youNthat He is going to be to yo&ather, and you are
going to be to Him asonN and what He does and how He goes
about doing it (viz., to orient you and establish you as His son) N
how He goes about doing all thattotally compatible with the way
any father orients & establishes his own natural son.

- And that has a diasi12 tallydow shes-13.4.4rs,
and terms, and phrases that you find in (:29 & 30)!

- This isnOt a dissertation or an analysis of GodOs Divine
Attributes and GodOs Divine Decrees! (t2 30willO of God)

- This is a description of what God did as our FatherNand
what He thought about (and thought througtallh) when He first
determined to have sons in t2 3first place, and to adoptt2 m
and vocationally train t2 m to enter into business with Him,
and one day tak O ver t2 3running of His business!

- And therefore that means that everything thatOs brought up in (:29-
30) are thenatural andnormal things that a fat2 r has to have his

son come to understand & appreciate if the son is ever going to have
full confidence and assurance in what his father is about to train him

to do.




Romans 8:14-39 Page 941

- And while | know 1Qve said this before, and | know you have some
appreciation for that N but you have to now think beyond just the
FACT of that (that this 3rd component of sonship establishment is
the normal kind of thing that goes on even in a natural father-son
relationship) N but you have to now go beyond the fact of it, to now
realizing what it is that takes place in natural sonship when a father
engages in accomplishing this final component of sonship
establishment with his sonNand realizing that the same things a
natural father would do with his natural son are the exact same things
that you find here in Romans 8:28-39Nthat our own Father is doing
with us.

- The only real difference is the fact thatNthereOs a measure of
@nfinitenessO to what our Father has done with usNcompared with
what a natural father could do with his natural son.

- (A natural father can only go back so farNin connection
with preparing for his sonOs adoption.)

- And thatOs whatOs going on here in (:29-30) - our Father,
just as any natural father would do, is putting us in the
position of seeing all that He did in preparation for adopting

you as His son!

- And, our Father, in view of who He isNand in view of the fact that
HeOs not dealing with us immediately in the overall outworking of
His plan & purposeNbut the overall outworking of His plan &
purpose has all been going on for quite someNieven before He
suspended His program with Israel and brought in thigs@nrp
aspect of His business (that weOre a part of) N

- E and so when it comes to thatNour Father, when he does the very
same thing a natural father does with his sonNto make it so that the
son thinks about the curriculum & his sonship life from the
perspective that the father hatien He originally designed iNwell,
when our Father does that with us, He has to take us baejfa@

the dispensation of grace beganNto even before His program with
Israel began N becauseeOre not an Oafter-thoughitCHis plan &
purpose (and neither was Israel) - but the point is, that weOve been
planned for, (in this dispensation of grace), long before this
dispensation of grace came into effect N in fact, we were planned for
in the mind of GodN(and this is true for Israel, too) N even before
Israel came into effect!




Page 942 Romans 8:14-39

- And all IOm simply saying in all thatN(without putting a stamp of time on
anything) - is that all IOm after here is the parallel concept in what goes on
with a natural father and his natural sonNand our Father and us!

- So in order to handle (:29-30) properly, you have to view what takes place in
order for the 3rd component of sonship establishment to occur N even before
you would ever deal with any of the details much beyond (:28) itselfNyou
would have to expect that, our Father, when it comes to getting us to be able
to view things from His perspectiveNwould have to come aland take us

back to the time when He originally thought about us.

- Because thatOs what a natural father does with his son.

- When a natural father adopts his son & produces within his son the 3 general
components for sonship establishmentNand gets that 3rd issue: where heOs
going to have his son look at the curriculum, (not for its Table of Contents,
general thrust, or sense & sequence of what it contains), N but $ofetg

ability to do its job N he comes along and he tells his sshat he did when

it came to composing that thing.

- And he tells his son what he did, therefdrefore his son was ever born!

- He tells his son, In view of the business that he had in effect (before his son
came along) - that when, in connection with preparing to have his sonsNso
that he could have a business that he would train them in, and transfer over to
themNhe made certain preparation$lhe thought about them in advance!

- And thatOs what our Father is doing with us here.

- Because the only way a son can have the kind of confidence, the kind of
assurance, and the kind of convictiamshe ability of what his Father has
doneto succeed with his sonship lifeNis to view it from the exact same
perspective the Father Himself has when He put it together!

- And in this final component of his establishment, the son is given
information that makes him think about all that went in to preparing it, and
writing it, and composing it, and delivering it to his sonNto think about it
exactly like his Father did when his Father did all that work, E before His
son even came along.

- And this Opoint-perspectiveO 10ve been hammering away at is so criticalN
because thatOs thay thinkingNand the only depth and extent of thinking

that will be able to produce the kind of assurance/confidence/convictions that
the Father wants the son to have.
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- And thatOs because the Father Himselftsiexact same
confidence gnd that exact same assurance and that exact same
convictionsNbecause HeOs the one who designed it & put it together!

- Now | know that a lot of what IOve just said to you isnOt something that
youQre unfamiliar withNbut the issue is, that youOve got to make sure that
every thought that occurs in your mind throughout the scope of (:28-30) falls
within those parameters!

-E And is colored and is tainted (in a good sense) with that issue!
Because thatOs whatOs taking place here!

- And thatOs why (:29 & 30) do what they doNthey take you right
back into the thinking of our Father when He originally thought about
us (like a natural father does) in connection with His businessNwhen
He plans on having sons who are going to participate with Him and
labor with Him in His business down the road.

- No father, if heOs smart and functions as a father should, ever comes
along and in connection with his businessNmakegpreparations in
advance for the carrying on of that business! (ThaiOsa father;

thatOs foolish father!)

- A wise fatherNin connection with his businessNdoes a huge
amount ofwork in advancBihe plansin advanceNand he makes
preparatiorin advanceNfor not only the success of that business, but
also forthe participants that are going to succeed with him in that
businessNand enjoy it. (And thatOs his own familyNand especially,
his sonswho are going to bleeirswith him in it.

- And once his children have gone through childhoodNand at the time
appointed by the father, he gives them the adoption of sonsNso that
now he begins to deal with them as adultsNand begins to deal with
them so that they think like he doesNand so that theyOre
business-minded, and business-oriented (like he is) - and so that
theyOre occupied with their inheritance in his businessNand are
occupied with their vocational education & training in that businessN

E the last thing he does (before he begins to commence
their vocational education & training) - is to come along
and say, EEEE..
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ONow, sit down, son. | want to teach you something about this
curriculum. You know the basic scope of it, and everything along
those linesNbut you need to know something else about this thing.
You need to knowhat | went throughNand what | thoughtNand

what | put into this thing, preparation-wise, insight-wise,
perception-wise, discernment-wise, E to make it so that this thing is
going to do its job with youNand so that youOre going to get the
training out of this thing, and the education out of this thing in my
businessNso that you can function in it, just like IOve designed before
you ever came alonQ

- OANnd the way IOm going to do that, sonNis to tell you what
| did before you ever were born E. to tell you what | did
when [ first thought about youNand prepared the

time when | would adopt you as my son, and start
vocationally educating you & training you in my business.O

- ThatOs whatOs going on here in Romans 8:29-8@! essence, thatOs what
verse 28, 29, & 30 do by their effectual working!)

-And thenNjust like a natural father would do after heOs done all
thatNhe would come along and ask his son some probing questions
on the basis of what he has just taught him.

- And a father would do thatNto perform that Oopen-heart surgeryO
Nand go in there, and removeom his sonOkeart any impediment,
any hindrance, & anything that is there that would not allow for full
confidence, full assurance, and full conviction in that curriculum to
operate there in his sonOs heart.

- And by asking those probing questigngNheOs having his son engage
with himin that Oopen-heart surgeryO N because his son is going to
give him back some answers to some questions heOs going to ask.

- And theyOre designed (once again) to make it so that son looks in
his heartNand matches up whatOs there in his heart with what his
father has just taught him perspective-wise, with respect to this
curriculumNand heOs looking for any snal§and the son is

supposed to intelligently do that, and the father wants him to do that,
in fact, the father explains to him in advance what these questions are
all aboutNand he does that, once again, to make it so that the son can
come along at the end of it and say, Ol AM PERSUADED, Dad, that
this thing is going to work!O
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- NowNonce againNthatOs the gist or scope of whatOs going on here in
Romans 8:28-39 N and IOm going over it once again just to underscore the
fact that whatOs going on here is the natioirad that goes on between a

father and a sonNand thereOs nothing odd about it, or peculiar, or unusual, or
uniqueNit isnOt something that doesnOt have a frame of reference already in
existence for itNitOs something for which, if you understand sonship, a frame
of reference for it is already thereNand if you properly understood sonship to
the degree you shouldNyou®d realize that as you finish off (:28), you would
anticipate that the very next thing my Father is going to say to me is
something about all th@ork and all thepreparation He did in advance

before | was ever born (and even before this dispensation of grace ever came
into effect) - because this dispensation of grace is not an afterthought on His
part; weQOre not an afterthought on His partNweOre something He has thought
about & planned for - (He just kept isacretsince the time He made the
preparations for accomplishing His business) - and He just didnOt say anything
about it until He suspended the 1st aspect of His business to bring the 2nd
aspect in.

- What that means, therefore, when it comes to accomplishing the 3rd
component for sonship EstablishmentNto give us, as sons, in this dispensation
of grace, the same kind of confidence & assurance & conviction that He
Himself has concerning the success and ability of the curriculum to do its job
N HeOs going to have to therefdade us_backto the time when He

originally planned for us and purposed for us to be a part of His

businesfand that take us right back to the time in which He originally
implementedHis business plan!

- And thatOs why (:29 & 30) go back inwhOm he did foreknow.

- And thatOs whyrgdestjnatés thg normal, natural ter~m to use to
describe the 2nd OlinkO in His Ochain of provision.O

- And thatOs why the terminology in (:30) are the normal, natural
sonship terms to use in connection with our sonship in this
dispensation of grace.

- Because those terms supply thain of production that our Father
went throughNand that has already been accompliShed that

we are now beneficiaries of up to the point where we are right now,

in which weOre expected to evaluate it; assess it all; let it do its heart-
probing work in us; and produce the full measure of confidence,
assurance, and conviction we need to have before we crack open the
textbook and deal with Lesson 1 (instruction in gauilydon).
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- Now, | say it all that way so that when we deal with these versesNwe put it
in the viewpoint and the perspective we have to have in order to deal with all
of the terminology you encounter in not only (:28-30), but also in those
probing questions of (:31-39) - and get out of them all that weOre supposed to
get out of them!

- And that kind of viewpoint & perspective has to be crystal clear in
order for this passage to do what itOs designed to do!

- (ThatOs why | hammer away at it so hard)!

- And with all that in mindNyou ought to have some further
realization into why (:29) says what it says when it begins to explain
the reality of what (:28) has declared.

- So since (:28) begs the question Why should | believe that to be true? N the
natural thing is for the Father to describe to Histbenvork He did to

produce @chain of provision@ Ochain of preparatipreparedne€s all in
advance of His sonOs arrival & adoption.

- And (:29-30) give you 5 major OlinksO in that chain! Maybe not
every detailNbut enough to produce the kind of confidence you need,
and answer Why? (:28) is true and can become the principle upon
which you will live your sonship life with this curriculum!

29 For whom he did foreknow this is the 1st link in that chain of
preparation & preparedness.

- This takes you back to the time in which the Father originally put
His business into effectNand determined that He was going to have
sons participate with Him in His business

- And when a father (even a natural father) does thatfdheknows

his sonNwhom, after he has intimate relations with his wife, 9
months later is going to be bornNand then is going to go through 12
years of childhoodNand then is going to receive the adoption of sons.

- In other wordsNat least 12 years before the son ever gets
the adoption of sons, his fatifereknewhim!

- (And thatOs whatOs going on here in [:29]).
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- Our Father is coming along and saying, Oln the context of sonship,
| want you to think about what IOve done with you like a natural
father does with his own son. N | put together my business plan for
My creationNand when | put it forth, | determined | would not be

the only one participating in it and enjoying it and laboring in it.

| would haveNsome sonsAnd when | thought that foreknewyou.O

- (ThatOs what HeOs doingNand thatOs all He wants you to
think.)

29 For whom he did foreknowe also did predestinat® be conformed to
the image of his Son, E

- Now we get to the 2nd OlinkO in the chain of provision/preparednessNthe
issue of our Fathgrredestinatingus.

- predestinate= [proori,zw] = to predetermine, to fix, settle, decide,
or determine beforehand. = to set some particular destiny in advance.

- This is another one of those daunting, scary theological
terms that can just derail you and get you lost in the woods
trying to deal with the eternal, determinate councils of God
and His Divine Decrees. (doctrine of GodOs Will)

- But again, thatOs not whatOs going on here at allNand when
we allow the context to control & regulate the way words are
usedNthis isnOt a scary wordNthis isnOt even a difficult word
or phrase at all! (In fact, this is still something that a natural
father would be able to say to his son).

- So, once that 1st link in the chain of preparation has been given to
you (the son) - and it has produced a measure of confidence all by
itselfNnow, (building on top of that), the Father goes on to tell his
son about the next link of His work and preparation for having sons
and adopting them to join with Him in participating in His business.

- And so the Father says, OWhéoréknewyouN! didnOt just
foreknowthat you were going to come along. Biébreknewyou

within the plan of My business (that | would have sons) - therefore, |
alsopredestinategou unto the issue gonshidO

- So our Father Oset the destiny in advanceO for you as His son!
(And he made all the necessary arrangements for that to happen and
for that to be successful for you and for His business plans!)
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- And the OdestinyO here is NB&fnal lifeNthe OdestinyO (as it says
here) is to beonformed to the image of his Sblthe destiny is to
sonship and theesults of it!

- And thatOs again what a son needs to hear! A son needs to realize
that his Father has not just thought about this in advanceNbut that
He provided for it in advance!

- (You can think about something in advanceNbut do
absolutely nothing about it!)

- (like my OWatching your neighborOs houseO illus.)

- And youOre to recognize and be impressed with the fact that your
Father didnOt juskow about you in advance (but then do nothing
about itNlike a foolish father) - but that He went to wpdad did a
whole bunch of work provision-wise and preparation-wise so that
when you arrived, all that HeOs been telling youNabout the ability of
His planned-out curriculum for your sonship education to succeed
and to workand to_do itOs jbljust like He declared in (:28) - He
producedand_providedor you a curriculum and, along with that His
very Spirit living within you tdead you through this curriculumN

and that curriculum has the capadatyd the abilityto the tune of

all our Heavenly FatherOs careful provision & preparation going into
it so that itOs going terk together with all things for good!

- And in the context of sonshipféreknowledge of a son is for the
purpose of makingdvanced preparationfor that son when he
comes along.

- So when our Fathgbreknew usNthatOs not simply an expression
of His Godness (that He could know that by His foreknowledge &
omniscience) N but thatOs Him coming along and saying to us,

OLookNsince this is being looked at in the context of My business
and My determination to have sons with Me in my business and
heirs with me in my businessNwhenfbreknew you, | just didnOt
foreknow you in that most simplistic sense of haviageknowledge

about you (knowing about you in advance) N bdbreknewyou

as my soncoming along down the road, who would be adopted by
me. And therefore predestinated/ou unto sonship and its results
Therefore, | made intelligent preparations for what you were going to
go throughNand what you were going to need, once | adopted you!O
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(s-l-o-w-l-y 11 1)
- (Hence, son, this curriculum IOve put togetherNthis contains
all the wealth of my advanced preparations and full knowledge &
awareness and recognition and discernment and wisdom and
insight and perceptionNas to what you are going to needNand
what you are going to go throughNand what you are going to
requireNas My sonNwhen it comes to living every detail of
your sonship lifedO

- OAnd the only way youOre going to perceive those things, sonNwith
the measure of confidence & assurance & conviction that ought to
come out of that when you do perceive these thingsNis to view it
from my perspective.

N And to view everything that IOve done with you alreadyN
up until bringing you to the point of adopting you as my soad\
that you see that perfect chain of preparation/preparedness
& provision all laid out, link by link Nso that, as you can recognize
the perfection of each preceding link, you can recognize the
perfection of this final link that IOm putting in your lap right now:
which is the curriculum!

N And son, either youOre going to baveak link in that
chain, and NOT depend upon itNor youOre going todieoag link
andfully depend upon it!

- (And thatOs whatOs going on here.)

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestittat®e conformed to
the image of his Son, E

- This is the very goal of our curriculum!

- Oconformed® to form, shape or fashion according to a pattern or
modelNto make something of the same form or
characterNto make like something.

- So you have a patternNand you make something else like itNyou
shape itNyou fashion it according to this pattern.

- And the pattern here the image of his Sdtyour destiny (as one
whoOs involved in this) - your Father who kryewOd come along has
set your destiny in this education process to be formed according to or
shaped into themage of his So(the Lord Jesus Christ himself)!
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- Oimage® Notice that He doesnOt sap, I§2 conformed to the
likenessof his so® - even though those are very similar termsN
(OANd God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likehess:O
[Gen.1:25]

- Oimage@ a thing in which the aspect, form, or character of another
isreproduced; a counterpart; a copyNlving image,
i.e., a person with striking resemblance to another;
a §pitting imag®.

- (Which fits in nicely with @nforming to something.)

- But aside from the dictionary definitionNwhat makes this such a
powerful word is in what it suggests implies(connote¥- and when
we talk aboutmagein this sensand in this conteltthe
discriminating difference betwe@mageandlikenesss that when
youOQre talking aboimhagein its most basic sensanimageis
something that yoged\itOs materiahnd tangibl8litOs something
that yousee with your eyek

- Whereadikenesdss most commonly considered an abstract
term;imageis a positive term, and a more specific term than
likeness

- Imageis, when people look onNthegeesomething.

- And your destiny that has been set by your Father when you
participatein this curriculum for sonship edification iso be
conformed to the image of his S¢the Lord Jesus Christ).

- And itOs no surprise that this is the destiny of it allNthat the very
thing that you want, and that your Father wantsNand that He thought
all about in advance and just how to get that accomplishedNHe knew
in advance all about who would enroll in this educationNand He
planned & purposed in advance your destiny is that you would be
conformed to the image of his Son

- And so He gave you some things to get that accomplishedNHe
gave you thé&pirit of adoptiorfor the very purpose ¢éadingyou
through a curriculunie designedor the goal of complete
conformityto theSonof God!

- And when youOre talking about beliegj by the SpirflyouOre, by
defirlition, going somewheland thereOs got to be a destinatioat
youOre beingdto: to be conformed to the image of his aiC)!




Romans 8:14-39 Page 951

- Il Corinthians ch. 3

- Now | want to do something that seems like it violates my
understanding that youOre not supposed to go ahead in GodOs word to
prove somethingNor to not get the Ocart before the horseO type thing -
but really thatOs not what IOm doing because when you think about it,
since the Corinthians were having problems with their own sonship
livesNand since some of the problems they were having stems from
not fully having the effectual working of the very portion of GodOs
word that weOre dealing with here in Romans 8NI believe itOs valid

to be able to go here and get an appreciation for some of the things
Paul does when he corrects their erroneous thinking and confronts the
problems they were havingNand thatOs the case with the passage
weOre going to look at.

- 11 Cor. 3Nthe context (as the ch. opens up) is Paul setting forth the
issue of us being beneficiaries of the New TestamentNand the 1st
component of that gets brought up: OHeart-WritingO

- (scan through :1-11) (lots of sonship terminology here)

- But what I0m after here is at the end of the ch.Nin regard to us as
sons beingredestinated to be conformed to tmageof his Son

-1l Cor. 3:18\ But we all,(in contrast to what heOs talked about under
IsraelOs program; under that Old Covenaitit) open face beholding

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the gaage

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

- Here you have aimagethat we arehanged intbland
when it comes to finding anything in the context that can be
something that we actualjeewith our eyesNwhat is it?

- Notice that expressionwith open face beholdinghatOs
the issue of actually seeing something) - what is it you see?
as in aglassthe glory of the Lord

- ThatglassNor that which is being likened to asgiass

( reholdingasin a glas® ) - my understanding is that in this
context, theylassare thesepistles of Chrigithat you are

able to look at clearly (thereOsvadl) - but withopen face

you see thglory of the Lord.
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- But alsoNyou look in there at those epistlesNand you read about
how Christ would handle the details of your life through the epistles
of Christ as His mind and His mentality and are given to youNand
thereOs ehangethat takes place! N a change into that samage

of the Lord Jesus Christ himself.

- And youOve got that final expression full of sonship terminology:
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the [dtiuht is, from

one degree djlory to the next oneNthatOs how your edification
works!

- Interestingly, you first learn that you go, (as it were), from
onegoodthing working for you, to the next, and to the next.
But later on, you learn that thabrking togetheof the
curriculum with the details of your life fgoodis more than
good\itOsglorious!

- And really, that issue of beirghanged into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the INtttatOs
an apt description of how you, as a son, are beanformed

to the image of his Sbn

- Because when you actually look at aegthe epistles of
Christ (the _curriculum for sonship edification) given to you

by PaulNand youOred by the Spirithrough themNthereOs

all kind of changes that are taking place into that exact same
imageof the Lord Jesus Christ!

- You(:)re beirJgonformederom glory to glorynto that same
imageNand itOs donby the Spirit of the LorthatOkading
you.

- Therefore our sonship curriculum (and God the Holy Spirit as that
Spirit of adoptiorto lead us through it) is designed to fashion us from
one degree dflory to anotherNin order to perfectly manifest the

life of the Lord Jesus Christ in this dispensation of grace.

- And that wordmagethenNin turnNthatOs going to tseenand
perceivedby othersNso that the issue is th@hrist is seenin the

lives of the sons of Godl the chagrin of Satan himself Because

the way you handle the details of lifeNthe way you respond to things
N that means that the way you look to the creature (and all those in
it) is that they see the Lord Jesus Christ when they see you!
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- And donOt let those 2 little words go by without your noticing them:
E he also did predestinat® beconformed to the image of his Son,

- to belthat tells you that this iS€NOT an instantaneous

thing that happened the moment you got saved/justifiedNbut
rather, on the contrary, this iPROCESNa process that
takes acurriculum and itOsffectual working to bring about
this beingconformed to the imagw the Lord Jesus Christ!

- (back to Romans 8:29)
- And think about that in light of the kind obnfidencethat produces
when you realize that this curriculum for sonship education that your
Father is putting into your handstthas the capacity to produce the
very image of his Sonn you!

- And | say that that produces tremendous assurance and
conviction and confidence because if it can do thatNthen
how powerful is it? how much thought and work and
preparation and prudence and foresight etc., went into all
this, if it can produce the veimnage of his Soim such a

one as you? (as me)? N this thing isnOt just Othrown
togetherO - but itOs been carefully and wisely crafted and
designedNwith our Father knowing in advance that his
curriculum is to produce theage of his Soim the likes of us

- So, in order to prove the reality of (:28) - we have:

- 1st Link in our FatherOs Ochain of provision/productionO:
29 For whom he did foreknow,

- 2nd Link:
E he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,

- And againNjust to underscore the context of bgimgdestinated

to be conformed to the image of his Bae know that the vast

majority of saved, justified, bona fide Christians/believers in Christ
will never beconformed to the image of his Sbight? because

the context here is only talking about believers who have become
aware of their sonship status, and then, by properly cryibiga,
FatheiNthey have committed themselves to their Father to educate
them as His sonsNand they are going to pick up that curriculum, and
by beingled by the Spirit of Gqdhey are going to be oriented,
established, and educated into teeation wherewith they are called
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- And to be brutally honest about itNthe way the Bible is
viewed, and studied, and taught today by the vast majority of
ChristiansNthat canOt possibly produce beiogformed to

the image of Chrishl itOs just impossibleNbecause they
simply do not and will not follow God our FatherOs
curriculum! (they are not co-operating with our FatherOs
design for producing thiemage of his Som them!)

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestittatee conformed to
the image of his Son, E

- When you read thathhat do you think? Especially when you
read @e image of his S@h- what is thenagethat you have in
your mind when you read this?

- Is it JesusNas He was and existed on earth in IsraelOs program?

- The common way this is taken is that weOre supposed to be
conformed to the Jesus that sat on the mount and delivered His
sermon as in Matthew 5-7! (or some other aspect of Jesus as He
lived His earthly life back in the gospel accounts).

- But this is talking about the risen Christ who is now GodOs Son in a
new anddifferent (mystery capacity!!! (As head of theew
creature of the church, the body of Chijist

- Most folks never think about the Lord Jesus Christ as GodOs Son
in connection with His program for the new creature of the church
the body of Christ in this mystery dispensation of Gentile grace!

- And along with thatNthere is little recognition of the fact
that ChristOs sonship roll in connection with GodOs program
for the new creaturesquires that even God the Son (the Lord
Jesus Christ himself) was instructed in and operates upon
the same curriculum for His sonship life as we do for ours!

- In other words, Romans through Philemon is the exact
same curriculum & information that the Lord Jesus Christ

is now, and will continue to operate upon in connection with
this dispensation of grace! (Far different from IsraelOs prog)!

- And that should produce a great amountaffidencein you!
(that is, If He operates upon itNand it works for Him E how much
more should you trust it and operate upon it!)
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- And itOs my understanding that itnegeof the Lord Jesus
Christ that weOpredestinatedas sonsjo be conformed tis
the risen, resurrected Christ; (fully educateaiy
curriculum and fully qualified to function &3the head over
all things to the church, which is his bodyiGhe One who
takes the same curriculum we operate under today, and
together with Him, weuffer with him, that we may be
glorified togetheNthe One with whom we will bgoint-heirs
with, and enjoy a joint-inheritance in the dispensation-of-
grace-aspect (thmysteryaspect) of our FatherOs business!
(in thatcreatureout there in the heavenly places!)

- But the issue of beingredestinated to be conformed to the image
of his Sofilis that this firmly fixes in our mindNin a very concise,
succinct (short, clear statement) that this sonship education (and the
results of it:conformity to the image of his Spil thatOs my destiny
(as a soi - this is what my life is all aboutNand my Father has
crafted a perfect Ochain of provisionO for this to succeed from way
before | was ever bornNH&reknew(knew about it in advance), and
then He made it so that when | would respond positively & properly
to it, andparticipatein the educationNHe set in place, (in the very
curriculum He puts into my hands) Ochain of provisionO such that
He canby it Odetermine & fix my destiny® (and your destiniy
conformed to the image of his Son.

- And remember that this isnOt talking about that, you were
once a lost personNand then you got savedNand all along,
this was your destinyNNO! N Rather, the issue is that when
you got involved in His sonship program, He say, OLook, IOve
had all this planned for anyone who would get involved this:
and this is now what youOre destined to be!O

- Ohg also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son \
thatOs supposed to be a very powerful and wonderful thoughtN( as
well as a powerfullconfidenceproducing thought)!

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Sothat he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

- This is really one of the most fascinating things said to you hereN
and one of the most ignoredNand thatOs that the Lord Jesus Christ is
to have the pre-eminent positionths firstbormNbut the purpose of

God is that He would bihe firstbornamong many brethreh
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- Our Father didnOt just determine to have His Son (Jesus Christ)
operate alone with Him in His businessNbut He determined to have
many sonsrfiany brethrepafter His Son to come along and be
joint-heirswith Him in the business!

- In other wordsNyour fixed destiny in this program of sonship
education is that you would be, not onbnformed to the image of
his SoiNbut that you also would have the privilege of sharing in
ChristOs own inheritanceNand being identifiedoas of His
brothers\because youOre basbng

- And theyOre both linkedNby means of He being an heir of
His FatherOs businessNand us bgiigg-heirswith Him.

- HeOs has the pre-eminent positionthasirstborn

- (Q: Does that mean that the resurrected Lord Jesus
Christ was first informed & educated all about this
dispensation of grace and the FatherOs business
aspect of it in connection with tleeeature(the

heavenly places) N and then came Paul?)

- But the issue is, youOrbrather (Through adoption!)

- (And you donOt have to be afraid of this word
brethrerNyou donOt have to try to find a better word
for itNjust to try to avoid the sappy, sloppy way that
most Christians have used this word over the years!)

- Note: the truth is, this issue of beingratherto the Lord Jesus
ChristNeven in IsraelOs program, that is actually a New Covenant
benefit, as well as it is in our program:

-see Heb. 2:9-12 (:11)

- Point being, thatOs a New Covenant benefit that we donOt often think
aboutNbut if the Lord Jesus Christ is the pre-eminérgtborn Son

of GodNand youOre a son of God your FatherNthen that means that
the relationship we have (business-wise) with Christ is one of being

His brother! (Talk aboutDA Band of Brotherd@)

- And that all makes senseNespecially in view of the business of our
Father being given to Hiseirs and those are all FAMIL Ynembers!
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- But the point isNthat weOre not so much supposed to be considering
all the ins-and-outs of what it means tolsethrenof GodOs Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ (and figure out all the ramification of that) - but the
issue isNby not ending (:29) with the wo&briNbut by putting that

final phrase on the end of itfdat he(Jesus Christnight be the
firstborn among many brethreN that provides us with additional
insight into the INTENT of our Father in putting the whole program
and curriculum together the way He did - and by focusing now on
this 2nd link in His chain of provisionNHe makes us aware that He
didnOt just determine in advance that we woultbbéormed to the
image of his Sd¥but in order to give us even more confidence in the
power/might of the curriculum tevork togethemith the details of

our life so thaall things work together for godtthis curriculum is

so powerful to work to do all these thingsNto the tune of vocationally
training us up to a standard of proficiency to function/operate in our
FatherOs business par with Jesus Christ Himself!!!

- Now that builds & inspires confidence!

- Because thereOs a very powerful issue involved in this last statement
of (:29) N and that is that the Father could come along and say,
OLook, | planned and made perfect provisfonsny S-o-n to be
intelligized and trained to go into business with meNbut | didnOt

just determine to havene SonNbut awhole bunchof sons doing

my business TOGETHER (in this dispensation of grace)!O

0So, son, in light of thatNwhy should you ever doubt
that curriculumOs ability to work for you?O

- Now, you have 2 of the 5 powerful OlinksO in our FatherOs Ochain of
provisionO that weOre being told about in order to produce in us a complete
confidence that what Romans 8:28 says is, indeed, true and real!

- Verse 30 will give us the other 3 links:

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

- OMoreover® one of those English Owords of logicO - and it tells us
that (:29) could stand alone and make the point our
Father wants to makeNbut now HeOs gong to
strengtherhat by what (:30) saysMoreover= that
is not all, there is yet more to be saidNmiorgo over
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- And your Father knows that in order to make (:28) the

living reality in your heart that itOs supposed to beNHe
shows you the first 2 links in the Ochain of provisionO that He
has forged for you (for you to gain the confidence, assurance,
& conviction that His curriculum will succeed wiglou):

1) Heforeknewyou from way back before you were
ever bornNHeOs actually been thinking about this
for thousands of yearsNand HeOs got it all worked
out;

2) Hepredestinatedpre-determined & fixed your
destiny) so that when you would become involved
with & participate in being edified/educated as His
son by means of the curriculum He wrote & designed
for youNthat your destiny would b be conformed

to the image of his Sbiand nothing you will ever
confront in your life will thwart that (or foil His

efforts or prevent you from success in His business).

- HeOs planned this outNand put into place all the provisions
youOll ever need in order for you to arrive at that final
destinationNwhich is what you naturally have some nervous
fear about right now, at the outset. N (You may be thinking,
Ol really want to be involved in this, but IOm not sure that |
can make itO N well, you canNbecause thatOs your destiny!)

- The 3rd OLink& OMoreover whom he did predestinadtem he

also calledkale,w):

- Ocalled& Remember that weOre dealing with the context of sonship

educationNand | say that again because the most common
thing people do when they see this woatledNis to Ojump
shipO from this context to one of thinking about being saved
or justified unto eternal life.

- Granted, it is entirely proper to talk about bedagjedin

the context of justificationNbut that wonOt do you any good
hereNbecause even though you could say that beatgd
justification-wise and sonship-wise occurred at the same time
(because you were actually adopted as a son in your godly
sanctification the moment you were justified unto eternal life)
N but weOre not dealing with justification here; and more
than that, weQOre not dealing with confidence/assurance of
justificationNwe are dealing with confidence/assurance of
Rom. 8:28 working for you isonship establishmerit
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- And therefore the proper context for becajledhere isnOt
beingcalledunto salvationNbut beingalledas a solNand
beingcalledunto sonship educatioh

- And in context, the proper & positive response to this

calling wasnOt your positive response to the gospel message,
per se, but your positive response Abka, Fathe® to being
educated and edified as GodOs son!

- And so thisis the logical, natural next OlinkO in the Ochain of
provisionQ that the Father has forged for your successNand for the
confident assurance thalt things work together for godor you as

His son and in this sonship education youOre going in to!

- Notice also that by using the wardlledNour Father is beginning
to generate some thoughts in our mind that will serve us well in the
future:

- Because it just so happens tbaliedis the one word that
perfectly fits what you are in connection with entering into
your vocational training!

- Interestingly enough, when you look up the word
vocationin the OED, the very 1st definition of the
word given is:Vocation = the action on the part of
God of calling a person to exercise some special
function, especially to fill a certain position.

- And the wordvocationor vocational trainingNas itOs used

in present-day English has unfortunately taken on a somewhat
negative connotation (at least in comparison to OhigherO forms
of education and OhigherO forms of occupations) N in that

if youOre not smart enough for OregularO college education,
then you have to OsettleO favaation(andvocationalschool

or vocationaleducation) N implying that vocational school is
somehow OlowerQ than regular college educationNand a
vocationis somehow OlowerQ on the scale than a OcareerO you
get as a result of your OhigherO college education!

- But thatOs far from the truthNthatOs actually a great example
of how our English language is de-evolving and degenerating
over the yearsNin fact, so highly prized and so distinguished
was avocationthat a very important discriminating difference
existed (and was understood & appreciated) between a
vocationand any other term: (ex., career, occupation, job).
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- And that discriminating difference is that a job or a career

or an occupation was viewed as something either temporary

or at least easily changedN(even today we talk about
Ochanging our jobsO as something we often do throughout our
lifetime).

- But the excellency of the temocation(and the
discriminating difference between it and a job or career or
occupation) is that ®ocationis to be something that, once
it is embarked upon,_is something you should never, and
will never lay down or lay asidé

- And later on, weOre~gong to be confronted with the fact that
the business that weOre entering into with our Father is going
to be called ouvocation (our heavenlyocation!

Ephesians 4:1

| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that
ye walk worthy of theocation(klh/sij) wherewith

ye are calledkale,w),

- (The 1 & only timevocationis used in the
entire Bible!)

- And itOs no surprise that every modern English translation
of Eph. 4:1 changes the wordcationto @allingO - (the
calling with which you have been cal@y- hence wiping out
the wordvocationfrom the entire Bible!!!

- And itOs apparent that none of the modern English
translators (scholars/pastors/commentary writers) have
enough understanding & appreciation for the English
language to perceive the excellencyotationover & above
the wordcalling!

- So we have:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them hecaled

- WeOve beearalledas sonsnto this vocational training for our
heavenly sonship vocationNand this 3rd link provides additional
confidence, assurance, & conviction that (:28) is true, because God
tells us here that, OAs a loving, thoughtful, & wise Father, | never
would havecalledyou unto this vocation in my business (into such a
serious thing as my business) if | hadnOt have already made perfect
provision for you to succeedait thingsthat you will ever encounter!O
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- The 4th link: E and whom he called, them he also justified:

- Just remember that this isnOt supposed to be a comprehensive and
exhaustive analysis of each & every thing that goes into sonship
edificationNthis is the Father getting you, His son, to view what He
did in putting together a Ochain of provision/preparationO for your
success in being educated by His sonship curriculumNand generating
confidence, assurance, and conviction that that curriculum will do its
jobN(the same level of confidence the Father Himself has!)

- And the next OlinkO in that chain of provisiomigl whom he
called, them he also justified:

- @hem he alsqustified:O - and my understanding is that tis

talking about being justified unto eternal Rfieut in keeping with

the context, you know that itOs not being brought up here for some
kind of added confidence youOre supposed to gain for being justified
or for additional confidence in the issue of you being eternally secure
in your justified position in Christ!

- Why? Because that was totally and completely settled back
in Romans 5Nbeyond any shadow of a doubtNso that it
never has to be stated again, or restated so as to get it to be
more convincing!

- So why is beingustifiedincluded in these OlinksO of GodOs chain of
provision for your confidence in the curriculum for sonship
education?

- Well, for one thingustified (dikaio,w) is a legal termNand it
means
to make just or right in the eyes of a judge as supported by evidence.

- And one way that confidence is gained (especially when youOre
dealing with being adopted and receiving an inheritance) is to address
the fact thaall of the legal requirements (the legalities, if you will)

for this to be right, have all been met and accomplished!

- In other words, you were not only made legally right in the eyes of
the Judge in connection with the debt & penalty of your sins being
paid by the RedeemerNand not only have you been identified with
the Redeemer that way, but bejogtifiedalso legally identified you
with all of the sanctification issues of the RedeemerNwhich includes
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- In fact, you can see the apostle PaulOs own understanding and
appreciation of how that redemptionOs biggest issue isnOt being
saved from the debt & penalty of our sins (and going to heaven when
we die) - but the biggest issue of them all in redemption is this issue
of being adopted as sons!

- Galatians 4:4-7 (:5)

- So this issue aind whom he called, them he also justifiedo

small matterNeven in connection with being adopted and educated
as a sonNbecause sonship and sonship edification is the ultimate
goal of the Redeemer setting all things right, legally (and morally), in
the eyes of God N itOs a necessary and important means to an end
that our Father views as the greatest result of them all of being
justified being adopted and educated as His!sons

- Now we come to the final 5th link in our FatherOs Ochain of provision.O

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justifiedand whom he justified, them he also glorified.

- Notice a couple of things:

- You donOt have OsanctifiedO or OsanctificationO being mentioned in
this listNwhy? N simply because thatOs where you currently are.

- And thatOs what the focus of attention is upon right now:
that is, this sonship curriculum and this sonship education
youOre being offered right now that will produce godly
edificationNand the issue is, Do you have the appropriate
degree of confidence, assurance, and conviction in that
curriculum and in the Father who wrote it? Do you have the
exact same degree of confidence in the curriculum that the
Father Himself has?

- And by declaring in (:28) what this curriculum can doNand
being Ohit in the faceO with just how powerful & mighty &
capable & able this thing is work all things together for
goodto youNin view of that declaration, Do yoINOW
without a shadow of a doubt that that is trueN and a living
reality in your life? Do you fully understand and appreciate
that this curriculum you hold in your hand can do its job in
your life? N thatOs the issue at hand, right now.
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- Another thing to notice here is that all 5 of these OlinksO are given to
you in PAST TENSE!

- And when you come to the last ontgm he also glorifieg
you now come to the place whereNall of the previous 4 links
can be view by you gsast issuesas wellNbut now this 5th

and final linkNat least for you right now in timeNis still yet
FUTURE!

- But when youOre told to view it from the FatherOs
perspective and point of view when He put the whole thing
togetherNso sure, and so certain, and so doubtless, and so
confident is this curriculum to do its job and to do it to its
completion & fulfilmentNthat even its final, yet-to-be-
realized objective & goal & outcome of it all: (being
glorified) - is viewed by the Father agpast issue!

- We use the expressiotOs a foregone conclusibn

- Now this issue odnd whom he justified, them he also glorifoech
be a place where you can easily get tripped up and go off track.

- And | say it that way because you have to bear in mind that weOre
not looking here at a comprehensive summation of all thatOs involved
in beingconformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ

- In other words, this look at the OlinksO in the FatherOs Ochain of
provisionO is not to be thought of &sreknowledge, predestination,
calling, justification, & glorificatiorNthat thatOs a comprehensive
summation of GodOs plan & purpose for usNwhy? N because that
leaves out all of theyétting thereO on your pdiiz., the leading of
the Spirit & the progressing through the doctrinal curriculum.

- And so keeping that in mind will make sense out of this past-tense
use of us being viewed by the Father when He put this whole thing

togetherNit will make sense out of that past-tense issue of us being
viewed as @lorified.O

- You canOt just open up your Bible and point to these 2 verses and
use that as a way to explain to someone what GodOs plan & purpose
for their life is all aboutNnoNthis is simply a view of our FatherOs
Ochain of provisionO that He built into the curriculum and into the
education for us as sons when we choose to participate with Him in it!
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- SoNwhat weOre looking at is our FatherOs chain of provision for
the succes®f your sonship educationNand He says, OLook, |
foreknew(and thatOs dongyedestinatedand thatOs doneplled

(and thatOs don@)stified(and thatOs donand glorified(and as far
as 10m concernduhtOs a done deal, tYidand thatOs how this thing
will happen when you participate in it with meNand when | planned
it, this is how it was planned and put togetherNI thought through it,
and | knew what | had to do to get it done, and | designed it so that
the final destination where youOd end up as each one of these links
worked out is that youOre as goodlasfied N and son, thatOs how
well this curriculum is designed to do its job in/for you!O

- And so0, in this contextNare we talking about beilgrified in the
sense of us receiving our glorified, immortal bodies and living with
God in His heaven forever? E NO!!' (Why?7??)

- Because the context is not about us being simply believers in Christ
and justified unto eternal lifeNthe context is about us being sons who
are participating in and actively involved in the education our Father
has for us as His sonsNand youOve already been confronted with the
issue of beingylorifiedNwhere? (:17)!

- So what dogs it mean here thdtom he justified, them he
also glorifiedNwhat doesglorified mean here?[see book]

- So is there any doubt whatsoever that you will p@rd-heir with
Christ; if so be that you suffer with hifgoing through all this
sonship education in your sonship liteat we may be also glorified
togetherwith Him?

- And the point is that when you get your FatherOs perspective on
your sonship educationNfrom His point-perspective when He put
the whole thing together, atw He put it all togetherNHe sees it
all as DONENas an accomplished FACTNno shadow of a doubt!

- In other words, itOs going to be no harder to get you to be
glorified as His sonNand get that done, than it was to
foreknowyou, or topredesting/ou, orcall you, orjustify you

as His son!

- Our Father sees it from start to finishﬂlknowing that HeOs
completely provided for it to take placeNand so should we!
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- THAT CURRICULUM CAN BE COUNTED ON!
(To finish its jobNto cause you to bglorified!)

- And the Father says to you, OLook at how | put this thing
togetherNand when you doNhave the same perspective |
have, sonNand have the same confidence | have, son!O)

- Do you see what our Father has just done? N in sonship
establishment, HeOs actually presented you with the LAST LINK in
His chain of provision FIRST (back in :17-25) - and now, when He
wants to produce in you a galvanized, steeled confidence that you
can and will succeed fully in this educationNHe sets before you each
link in successionNand He ends up having you come back to that
last link in the chain that He told you about first!

- 1tOs really a great technique of producing unshakable
confidence and implicit trust in a human spirit!

- So the question you have to answer here isNDo kmaw thatall things
work together for gootb youNand for no other reasons than for the ones laid
out to you in (:29-30)?

- And along with that, N Do you have full confidence, assurance, and
conviction that this education and this curriculum will do its job for
youNto get you to the very endNof beinglorified togethemwith the

Lord Jesus Christ (asj@int-heir with Him) out in thatreature?

- NowNyou need to take some time with this and settle each of these links out
in your own mindNand talk to your Father about it allNand come to have that
full confidence, assurance, & conviction that should be produced in you that
Romans 8:28 is true and real and a mighty, living reality in the details of your
lifeNand for the very reasons youOre told about in Romans 8:29 & 30.

- As far as the effectual working of Romans 8:28-30 N

- Questions? Comments?



Page 966 Romans 8:14-39

Romans 8:31-39NTHE 5 PROBING QUESTIONS:

- (read :31-39)

- As we have pointed out beforeNthis final thing that a father does, in
establishing his son, is to produce the kind of attitude in his son (just prior to
the formal education getting underway) - the kind of attitude that consists of
absolute and implicit trust, confidence, assurance, and conviction that the
education heOs about to receive from his father will do its jobNit will do
everything the father says it will doNand it will not fail to do it (even with

you [his son]) N it is geared for your successNand nothing can thwart or
hinder or prevent you from succeeding in attaining all of its goals, aims, and
objectivesNeven to the point of receiving your joint-inheritance!

- This means that previous to thisNyou, as a son, have been
confronted with enough information about what the FatherOs business
is and how youOre going to be involved in itNand how that by you
actively participating with Him, you are going to one day receive a
joint-inheritance with the Lord Jesus Christ and be glorified together
with Him!

- And | say that just to say that this curriculum for sonship
education/edification is all geared and forged for you to
succeed in every way with that!

- And thatOs to bimpressiveNthat GodOs wordNviz., PaulOs
epistles of RomansNII Thessalonians can do that!

- By the effectual working of that curriculum, you can be
qualified to reign together with Christ in that creatureNand

to rule together, and to manage all of the affairs and

operations of your FatherOs business as OFather & sonsO and
as ObrothersO together with Jesus Christ!

- And you can revel in thatNand rejoice in thatNand take
great pleasure in thatN E but the truth is, when it comes to
the issue of beingmpressedvith thatto the degree you

must be impressed with iNand to really view your
curriculum as having the powand abilityand_capacityo
produce that in youNand to have the full measure of
confidence, assurance, and conviction that it can do all that
N the truth is, you still donOt have that degree of certainty &
confidence that you need to haveNamaist have in that
curriculum! (Not yetNbut youOre about to!)
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- And even though you have full assurance and conviction that Rom.
8:28 is true and is a working reality in the details of your life right
nowNeven that confident assurance can be made even stronger!

- But there is another side to this issue of confidence, assurance, and
convictionNother than the issue of confidence in realizing all of the
positive things the curriculum offers to you (such as becoming that
wise marand thaman of understandingnd all that goes with the
joint-inheritance youOll receive with Christ) N and that other side

of the coin (so to speak) is in connection with all of the opposition

and resistance and hindrances and snags that are determined to see to
it that you DONOT succeed in your sonship life!

- And~that(~)s also to mepressiveNthat GodOs wordNviz.,
PaulOs epistles has the power and ability to thwart any and all
opposition to your success as GodOs son.

- And it may be that even at this point in your sonship
establishmentNthat you can look at those positive things we
just described, and you can rejoice and revel in them.

- And it may be that you can even perceive that there is going
to be opposition and resistance out thereNand you can think
in your own mind that youOre confident that you can face it
and overcome itNand you may even have a real Ogung-hoO
attitude about all that.

- And in connection with thatNyou have heard me say that
the particular kind of confidence (or the nature of confidence)
that the Father wants to produce in you by the time you get to
the end of sonship establishment is one that no matter what
happens to youltou will never abandonthis curriculum .

- So therefore right at this point you may be reveling in the delight of
the prospect of your joint-inheritance and how the curriculum you

hold in your hand can produce thatNand you may be impressed with
the curriculumOs ability to thwart any opposition to your successNand
you may even entertain ideas that you would rather give up your life
(die) than abandon this curriculum N but at this pointNeven after

you have come to the end of (:30) so that you talyw that all

things work together for godd you as a sonNand the truth is, you

can talk about that all day long, and you can glory & revel in that all

day long as a goal to be achieved (and thereOs nothing wrong with that
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and 1Om not trying to minimize that) - but the truth is that until Rom.
8:28through (:39) effectually do their job with you as a sati, that
is, is a_concep\litOs nota reality yet!

-AItOs like the difference between looking at a picture of a
Oprincess-cutO diamond N and holding a Oprincess-cutO
diamond in your hand.

- Both of them lookmarvelousNbut until you actuallyhold

that diamond in your hand, you really donOt realize that the
picture doesnOt do it justice! N And as soon as youOre
holding it in your hand, youOre never going to look at that
picture againNand why should you? - whatOs the use of it? -
it was just a foretaste!

- And IOm saying all this to you just to underscorenihgnitude of
the transformation that takes place within a son by this last
component of sonship establishment.

- And that issue that weOve talked about so oftenNthat this final
component of sonship establishment is designed to generate in you
an implicit trustin your FatherNwell, thatOs more than saying, | fully
trust my FatherNthatOs saying, | trust my Father with myWifth

my sonship life)! [He knows bestNHONLY knows best!] And no
matter what | thinkNHis word will hold sway with mealways &
ALWAY !

- And so what has to now take place is to get all that from just talking
about it as a concep getting that to be the mighty, livimgality in
youNbecause the truth is, your heart really isnOt in that until you get
to the end of (:39)! [Until then, youOre just looking at the picture!]

- So to get all that kind of confidence produced in youNto the point where

you will never abandon the curriculum, and where gohave implicit trust

in the curriculum and in the Father who wrote itNthatOs what these final 5
probing questions are going to doNthatOs the beauty of those 5 questions and
the way in which our Father asks them.

- And as you go down through themNeach one of them becomes
more and more involvedNthe 1st one is the simplest one of them all;
(simple, as far as how much is involved in asking the question and the
parameters of the information that the question limits itself to) - each
one is profound & stupendous by what it does, but thereOs a building
and a progressive order of development going on here.
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- And once the 1st one does its jobNit paves the way for the
2nd oneNand the 2nd one has some complexities to it that
the 1st one didnOt have.

- And then the same thing takes place with the 3rd, and the
4thNand then the one with the most complexities of all is
the 5th one.

- So (:28-30) have nowet the stagdor these probing questions that the

Father knows now has to be asked of His sonNbecause He knows that there
are some things that you still havenOt thought of in respect to both how this
curriculum/education is going to provide for your success, and how itOs going
to provide for any and all opposition to you succeeding. (He knows all about
itNbut you really donOknow all about itNthatOs why He now hagptobe

your heart)!

- And any time you OprobeO - youOre probing deep into somethingN
youOre no longer dealing with the surfaceNit gets right to the heart of
the matter.

- And granted, GodOs word always goes deep to the heart of an issue,
but these questions in (:31-39) are actually designed (once :28-30
have done their jobNand their job is to really set up the sonOs heart to
go through Oopen heart surgeryO in a sense) - then the 5 questions
actually go in to your heartNand with the skill of a highly skilled
surgeon, they go in and make all of the adjustments, and make all of
the re-structuring that needs to be made, and do all of the work that
needs to be done emlargethat sonOs hearo that it can embrace

the curriculum with the implicit faith that it needs to embrace it with!

- And thatOs a BIG JOB (to put it mildly)!

- Because if you think about itNif confidendand a kind of
confidence that makes it so that you will never abandon this
education) is whatOs being producedNthat naturally means
that there must be some amount of lacking in confidence
your heartNeither as you think about your ability to succeed
in being qualified to receive the reward of your joint-
inheritance with ChristNor in connection to perceiving the
kind of weakness on the part of someone or something in the
back of your thinkingNand you may be struggling with some
kind of fear that this whole thing somehow just wonOt work.
(That maybe IOm just not cut out for this kind of business, so
whatOs the use? 10Il just sit & sing until IOm dead/raptured)!
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- But my understanding is that whatOs going on here isnOt
really dealing with anything that you already know or are
aware of or are cognizant ofNbecause you naturally come to
a point where you think youOve got itNbut becaxmeOre

the son andiot the FatherNyouOre actually blind to some
things confidence-wise that the Father has to address.

- And (looking at this from the FatherOs perspective), as this final
aspect of sonship establishment gets underwayNfronpeiispective
He knows that there are things that you have gained tremendous
confidence inNand that confidence is real and genuine and it has
been properly produced, and thereOs nothing wrong with itNin fact,
itOs Osound as a bellO so to speak.

- Well, thatOs all well and goodNand thatOs all necessary and useful.
But thatOs not going to be good enough.

- Because what the Father knows that the son doesnOt knowNis that
He knows some things as the One who put the whole thing together,
and as the One who knows & understands everything there is to
understand about sonship edificationNHeOs aware of all of the
hindrances and impediments and snagsdéiabe encountered by

His son.

- And you (the son) - youOre just not aware of these things yet.

- At this point, the son just isnOt aware of the hindrances and
impediments and snagsNthose arenOt cognizant things within your
mind at this point.

- And | say all that just to say that since the son isnOt even aware of
these type thingsNthen the Father has to do something to bring them
upNand bring them to his mindNand get him to think about some
things that heOs never thought about beforeNin connection with what
heOs going to encounter as he goes through the curriculum for both
having to believe and fully trust his Father when heOs confronted with
information that goes against the grain of everything that his 5 senses
tell him, and that goes against everything that circumstances and

the common popularly-held beliefs that the majority of Christians he
comes into contact with dictate to him otherwiseNbut also when heOs
confronted with the kind of opposition & resistance that the
Adversary & his cohorts are going to throw against him.
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- The Father knows that these things just arenOt in His sonOs mind yet.

- And that all has to be in His sonOs heart & mind in order to really
produce the fullness of the kind of confidence he has to have in order
that heOll never abandon this curriculum (or Him) in the process of
his education.

- And so my understanding is that most, if not all, of these questions
are dealing with issues that the son hasnOt even thought of yet!

- Truth isNyou should come to the end of (:30) and sayNOk, IOve got
itNIOve got complete confidence in this sonship education Father!
IsnOt it great? IsnOt it marvelous? IsnOt it powerful?

- And the Father says, Yes itis, son. And yes, you do have full
confidence to know thatl things work together for goaas you go
through your sonship lifeNand for the very reasons you should know
& have confidence in that powerful declaration.

- But son, now that you do know thatNthere are still some things you
donOt know when it comes to just how powerful and able, and mighty
this education/curriculum isNand in order to get you to really
understand that so that itOs not merely human bravado on your part,
IOm going to have to probe your heart in connection with what youOve
just learned in (:28-30), and bring to your attention some things that
will open your eyes and enlarge your heart so that you have the exact
same kind of confidence in My curriculum that I, Myself have!

- And when you come to see that curriculum the way the Father does,
then (and only then) will you be able to say, (along with the apostle
Paul) what is said in (:37-39)!

- So my understanding is that these 5 probing questions are
not issues that you should be anticipating would come up at
allNbut that they get some thoughts going and some issues
brought up that, if they didnOt ask what they do, would never
get going in the first place!

- Because the son, innately, doesnOt have the capacity to get
these things goingNit takes the word of God to go into that
heart and like thatvoedged sword E discern the thoughts

and intents of the heditand cause that son to think thoughts
heOs never thought about in connection with the power of the
effectual working of GodOs word!
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- So since this is Oopen-heart surgeryO - (to put it mildly), things are going to
getreal personalhere!

- And thatOs because as your Father takes His scalpel (His word) and
probes deep into your heartNas each one of these questions does its
job within your heartNand because they are structured so that they
build one on top of another (and there has to be 5 of them to do their
job fully [not 4 & not 6]) - each one of these questions is designed to
go to a specific place within your heartNand as each one of them
goes to the various places theyOre designed to goNthey probe down
to areas (even though you may not know about it yet), they probe
down to areas within your heart where there is some resistamte
inadequate comprehensjand weak perceptidithat could make it

so that full confidence, and assurance, and conviction for the
curriculum to do its job isnOt going to exist as long as these things
are there.

- So therefore, in a very real sense, each of the 5 probing questions
act so as to probe into your heartNand to uncover some things you
may not even be aware of (resistance-wise, and comprehension-wise,
and perception-wise) - and they act to, as it were, Oseek & destroyO
any of the problems they find there in your heart.

- Each one, in succession, goes into your heart and seeks out
certain problem areasNfinds itNand OzapsO that problem and
eliminates it from ever being a problem or hindrance or snag
in your thinking when it comes to full confidence in the
curriculum to do its job with you.

- And | say that they are structured so that one ObuildsO on top of the
one previous to itNor maybe a better way to say it is to say that as
you get to the end of the effectual working of one questionNit kind

of Oopens up a doord that leads into the next question.

- And by probing your heart in that wayNhopefully, you appreciate

the kind of Ohouse-cleaning® thatOs taking place in your heart (as far as
what these questions & answers are accomplishing) as you deal with
what each one asks & as you deal with what the answer isNand you
allow it all to work within you to do its job.

- And you have to_(you absolutatyust) take the time to think about

each one of these thingsNand you must allow it to work effectually
within you to bring to your mind exactly what itOs after by what it
asksNand then to be able to answer that question strictly in the

context of the Oset-up® questionNand to realize the problem areas it is
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E uncovering in your heartNand then, if there are problems there,
recognize how the answer to the questeEmovesthe problem or
hindrance or snag, amdplacesit with calm, godly, confidence &
assurance!

- Each one of these question comes along and is C)reading~your
heartO - and exposes that, OLook, son, hereOs a problemNnow
letOs deal with it!O

- And really, the more you think on each one of these questions, the
more it uncovers! (Because thatOs what a OprobingO question is
designed to do!) NA probing question is designed to find

problems that are not obviousNand by nature, a probe has to go

after something thatOs either undergawethatOs latently thetmit

hasnOt had any reason for it to be exposed yet. (it may be dormant or
undeveloped or inactive at the momentE but itOs there!)

- And this whole final probing by the Father is designed to get all
those potentially latent issues exposed and to get them all out of the
way so that they donOt occur when you get into the curriculum

- Now at this point we need to once again remind ourselves of the way in
which we have to deal with these questionsN(and | nahof these
questiony N and that is to make sure that we Ofollow our FatherOs
instructionsO (so to speak):

- Keep in mind that weOve just been given a powerful declaration of
how our sonship curriculum is going to work together with every
detail of our life and work it so thatl things work together for good

to us (as sonsyho love God, and who are the called according to

his purpose.

- And then we have had to view, (from our FatherOs perspetbigre

He put the whole sonship curriculum & sonship life together, and also
how He put it all together in the Ochain of provisionO He forged for us
to succeed in every way in that curriculum)Nwe have seen 5 major
links in that chain of provision that proved the reality of (:28) so that

it is now a real & ever-present principle of how we are going to live
our sonship life on the basis of itNthat is, we not okiyow that (:28)

is true & real in every detail of our lives, but weOre goirpéate

upon that reality every day of our livesNfrom now on!

- And | bring all this up once again just to underscore that it is
absolutely critical to keep that FatherOs point-perspective as you go
through all of these 5 probing questions! (or they just wonOt work!)
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- So we have to keep that Opoint-perspectiveO viewpoint of our Father
throughout the remainder of Romans chapter 8.

-Butas | sald, we have to also, as it were, Ofollow our FatherOs
instructionsO on how to deal with all of these probing questions.

- And that Qinstruction® is actually given to us in the very 1st
questions (not a probing question), but the 1st question in (:31).

31 What shall we then say these things?

- This isnOt counted as one of the 5 probing questionsNbecause it
actually acts as a way to set up how the following questions are
supposed to be viewed and dealt withNor, as | said, itOs our Father
coming along and telling us how He wants us to think about all of
the questions HeOs about to ask us.

- So the instructions on how to handle all of the 5 probing questions
is that they are all to be thought about in light of the declaration of
(:28) and the 5 links of the chain of provision proof in (:29 & 30).

- And if you ever slip out of that proper handling of these
questionsNall youOll end up doing is answering them on the
basis of logic or reasonNand thatOs NOT how they are
supposed to be answered at all!

- In fact, anyone could come along and read these questions
and come up with the right answers:

1) No one.
2) He shall.
3) Nobody.
4) No one.
5) No one.

- But itOs quite possible to come up with the right answers,
and still fail to handle them properlyNand totally fail to have
them probe your heart and bring to light the snags &
problems that are deeply in there!

- God our FatherNin view of that 1st opening question beginning
here in (:31) to set up all the 5 probing questioMhat shall we
then sayto these things®@ur Father is now forcing us to make some
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comments and to give amnsweNbased upon what (:28-30) said
about being able to succeed with our sonship lives on the basis of the
curriculum HeOs provided for us to operate upon.

- And what HeOs doing by asking the following probing questions is:
He knows what HeOs going afterNand at the exact same time, HeOs
intelligizing us with the knowledge of what HeOs going after! so that
we can intelligently work together with HimNand unlike what goes

on on an operating table when youOre unconscious (youOve been put
under anesthesia) - in this case, weOre wide awake!

- And He expects us to intelligently feel the OknifeO of His word (so to
speak) operating within our heartNand making the incisions that
needs to be made in order to get to the things HeOs after!

- And all during the operation, He expects us to come along
and say some thindgack to HimN for us to say, OOk, | see
this nowO or something along those linesNin other words,

to have an intelligent respont®tOs one, first of all thatOs an
awareness that, Yeah, there could be a problem in that area!

- And to, therefore, on the basis of what (:28-30) have said,
think about that potential problem in view of thaand then

get rid of it! because youOve come to realize that itOs not a
potential problem in view of what (:28-30) have said.

- And so when we think now about succeeding with our sonship lives,
(which is what this whole 3rd Component in our sonship
Establishment is all about, in essence) N everything thatOs being said
here is to get it so that we not only theoretically realize that our Father
has geared us for successNbut that wédligeconvinced that we can
succeedNif weOll just implicitly operate upon what the curriculum
says.

- But since the overall issue, once again, is convincing us theamve
succeedNanadwill succeed if we operate upon it like weOre supposed
toNthen the natural bend of your mind is to start making $uaé

all known sources of problems have been accounted for by the
curriculum Nand can beaddressedby the curriculuriland can be
overcomeby it!

- And so thatOs whatOs going on here!
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- And in order to address all those known sources of problems in your
heartNit takes 5 things that have to be brought up to your attention,
and it takes beginning with the gendsslue and then go on to more

and more specifissues until all those sources of problems get

probed in your heart and any and all snags in your thinking are
brought out, dealt with, and dismissedight of whatOs sitting in
(:28-30)- and the result being they are never to be a problem again!

- And you really have to perceive that thatOs exactly what happens as
you go down through these 5 probing questionsNthey go from the

generalo the specific

- And the 1st one is the most general of them all.

- And you go from a general\\o can be against ud?o a Ol can
put my finger on somspecificindividuals that can cause me some
real problemsO N which is why there ishift that takes place after
the first 2 questions, to those lastW@Ha0 questions. (And verses
33, 34, & 35 deal with them).

- And | say that just to once again underscore the fact that youOre
going from the general to the more specific & particular issues.

- So if that makes sense, letOs look at that first probing
guestionNthe most general one of them all.

Probing Question #1:
31 E If God be for us, who can be against us?

- Answer: No one.

- But againNthe common mistake most folks make who teach this
verseNand who write the commentaries about this verseNis to
answer that question by pure logicNthat is, Well, if God is God, and
if He is all powerful & all knowing Sovereign GodNwell then, if

God isfor you, then nobodygan possibly bagainstyouNnobody

can withstand His omnipotent power to stomp any attempt by any
body or any thing to come against yaigee Il Chron. 20:1-17)

- And even though thatOs the right answer, the problem with that is
that this cannot be, and is not supposed to be answered on the basis
of pure logic! And so even though thatOs the right answer, thatOs not
the honest handling of this questionNnot by a long shot!
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- First of all the context isnOt one of assessing GodOs competence in
sovereignly doing whatever He wants to doNand in our case, to
intervene by His omnipotent hand into my affairs and manipulate the
affairs and events and circumstances around meNand just go about
stomping out any and all things that would oppose me!

- No. The context is sonship education in generalNand sonship
establishment, specifically! (ItOs a sonship issue!)

- And you canOt just take that question and answer it like any old
logical person would (believer or unbeliever or even an atheist)!

- This is about sonship and my success as my FatherOs son as | go
through His sonship education and as | operate upon the curriculum
for my sonship life!

- But secondly, you have to allow that 1st question (that sets up how
all of these 5 probing question are supposed to be viewed) to dictate
to you just how each question is supposed to be responded to and
answered on the basis ofWfat shall we then say to these thir)gs?

- So we have to answer the 1st probing question in view of our
FatherOs point-perspective (as laid out in :28-30) - and from the
context of our sonship life!

- Therefore a logical, flippant answer of ONo oneO just wonOt workN
because it doesnOt allow for that question to probe deep into our heart
by the context in which it was asked in the first placeNand therefore

it just wonOget atwhat our Father wants it tget atin our heart if

thatOs all we can come up with!

- So letOs look at that question againNbut this time from the view of
properly handling it If God be for ugthat is,for usas Him being our
Father and we being His son who is actively involved in and
participating in our sonship educationfjo can be against us?

- ThatOs a little better perspective.

- But to really get at the core of how weOre supposed to properly
handle this question is toN(in light of the context and in light of
keeping in mind that weOre supposed to be answering it B&CK O
these thing® in [:28-30]) N we have to be able to understand &
appreciate 2 critical words in the questiofiorO and &gainsO!
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- So that does it mean foG0d to befor usO (as sons)? E but waitE

- What does it mean foiGod to befor usO (as sons) in light of what
(:28-30) have said???

- And when you can answer that E

- What does it mean in this context of sonship education operating
upon the curriculum for sonship educationNand in light of what
Romans 8:28-30 have saidNwhat does it mean therefore when it
says, @ho can beigainst us?0 N what in light of all this, what is the
kind of beingagainst usthat this is speaking about?

- If God be for us = when kept within the context of sonship
education & sonship establishmentNand when regulated by
saying this backo what Romans 8:28-30 have saidNfar from any
kind of idea that since God (being all-powerful, all-knowing,
sovereign, all-existing God in His Godness) is going to externally
intervene in our affairs/situations/circumstances by His omnipotent
handNthis means:

- that God, as our Father who has adopted us as sons; and
who has wisely and lovingly and graciously and thoughtfully
crafted out and forged out a curriculum for our successful
education & edification as His sonsNone that has means that
He foreknewus and went to work to provide for us by
predestinatinghat this curriculunwould conform us to the
image of His Sgrand furthermorealledus andustifiedus

so that we would receive the adoption of sons based upon the
legal & moral cross-work of the Lord Jesus Christ; and then
provides for us to bglorified when we receive our joint-
inheritance with Christ E..

- E all that is what it means for God our Father tofbe us!

- Simply put, the @rO in (:31) stands for everything you

were just told that He did in thoughtfully & wisely providing

for you that Ochain of provisionO that was just laid before your
eyes in (:29 & 30) so that ydunow that all things work

together for goodio you!

- And if you try to make this mean anything else outside of
thatNthen youOre just Olost in the woodsO!
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- God beingfor us = means God beinfgr us as sonsvho are now in
possession of the sonship curriculum that He has forged for our
success!

- And the @7 usO = means beirgr us in the sense of succeeding

in andwith andby the curriculum He has written for usNit means
God isfor us to succeedn reaching every goal, aim, and objective
of our sonship life!

- And now, in view of that E..

- O E who can be against us?0
- Thewho here is very general & broadNit isnOt specific yet.
- 1tOs kind of like saying, OCan anybody be against us?

- So therefore the issue isnOt so much identifying/bgebut
causing you to think, Is there anyone or anything that can be
against you? in view of Me beingor you?

- And that means that the critical thing you have to
intelligently be able to answer is, What does it mean for
someone to begainst you? E against you in what way?

- And the answer to that isigainst you as a solN against
youfully succeedingin your sonship education & sonship
life!!!  (in view of the Ochain of provisionO laid out before
you in Romans 8:28-30)!

- And if you think about it, what is the subject or focus of the 1st
probing question? A: GodNGod our Father!

- And therefore, the 1st probing question is directing your attention to
the Fatherand its probing is to probe deep into your heart as you
think about His Ochain of provisionO and cause you to be confronted
with this question about Him

- And What~He(~)s asking you to respond to is a question about your
confidenceNand specifically your confidenci HIM !



Page 980 Romans 8:14-39

- No matter what you do or what ever happens to youNyou,
as His son will never be in a position or situation or
circumstance that God your Father will notfbeyouNHe

will always befor youNHe will always befor your

continued success as His son!

- And in light of that Ochain of provision® of Romans 8:29-30,
no one and no thing can everdgainstyour succeeding as
His sonNand | mean NO ONE!

- And now with all that in viewNin other words with an
INTELLIGENT understanding & appreciation for what this 1st
probing question is asking, you can intelligently respond to that
guestion with the righanswer for the righteasons:NO ONE!

- Now before we move on to the 2nd probing questionNI want to see if you
can see/perceive what else is going on here.

- Because, as you already know, the issue here in this final aspect of
sonship establishment is to do what? (To produce a godly attitude of
confidencdn our Father and in His curriculum) - right?

- But thereOs more to it than that. Something else is being developed
in your inner man at the exact same time that that confidence
getting producedNwhat is it?

- If youOre talking about getting an educationNand getting an
education in order to be vocationally trained for an eternal vocation
in our FatherOs businessNif a total confidence is established within
you for it to succeed and for you to succeed in itNwhat does that also
generate within you?

- Let me put it this wayNif the kind of confidence that has to be
produced within your heart is onermdver abandoning this

curriculum no matter whatNif youOre never going to abandon your
sonship educationNby default, what does that mean youOre going to
do with it?

- IT MEANS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO TOTALLY
COMMIT TO IT!

- You should go through each of these 5 probing questions,
and as you do, your commitment level to being educated as a
son shouldncreasewith each intelligent answer to each
guestion!
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- And | want to pause here for a moment before going on to the 2nd probing
questionNbecause | think itOs the appropriate time to talk a little about some
things that should now be occurring in your thinkingNthat you should
recognize as the beginning of a transitjsn to speak) Na transition that is
going to take place from now until youOre fully and firmly and finally
established in your sonship life.

- In other wordsNfrom now until we get to Romans 12:1.

- And it©§ in connection with this kind of confidence that you get produced in
you hereNand the kind of commitmetitat should come out of it all.

- Because the truth of the matter isNright now, having a good, intelligent
grasp upon sonship orientation and sonship establishmentNand having a
good, intelligent grasp upon this final aspect of sonship establishmentNand
having intelligently answered that 1st probing questionNthe time is right to
stop for a moment and ask you about your commitment and your attitude
toward some things that, E well, that to all other Christians might seem rather
blasphemous and even heretical!

- And the truth is, (teaching this to you aatinerand not just as an

Gnstructor in ChristPlOm not too sure that you really are having occur to your
thinking the kind of thoughts and attitudes that are in keeping with the kind of
transition youOre supposed to be going through at this time.

- And what IQm talking atgoutNespecialIy in light of your attitude and N
commitmentNis how youOre thinking about the current circumstances youOre
inNand about the circumstances you think yaill be in, in the future.

- When we think about our nation, for example, and the condition
itOs inNand where itOs all going.

- Or when you think about ygurseIfNand your own personal life
and where it is and where itOs going. (things that impact upon you)

- And | just want to emphasize once againNhow important it is that you
spend timewith each of these issues weQre covering in sonship
establishmentNbecause in order for it to do its effectual yolo, have to
spend time with it.

- You have to go over itn your ownNin order for it to Osettle oftin
your mindNand | mean that in the sense that you recognize that each
item you cover is designed to have some real impact updvaywmli

to do somevork within you before the actual education gets going!
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- In other wordsNthereOs really some strengthéwmgl some making sure
that all of the preparedness that sonship establishment has been able to
provide for is astrong and assettledas it needs to be.

- Because even though weOve talked about a sonOs level of commitment in the
pastNand even though you have a great appreciation for that in all that weOve
gone overNbut the truth of the matter dommitment is a flighty thing

- (Commitment is aery flighty thing!)

- And the flightiness of itNand the fragileness of itNneeds to be gotten rid
of!

- Otherwise, theigors of sonship educgtionN(when the curriculum actually
begins to be dealt withyill devastate itN(the rigors of the education will
devastate the commitment, if itOs still in that fragile, flighty state.)

- In other words, when (not if, but when) the time comes where you
get knocked down in the course of your sonship educationNor where
some failure occurs on your partNif what you have is only a fragile
commitmento your sonship educationNyouQre going to fingeity
tough to pick yourself up, dust yourself oind get going again

- And this is important to think aboutNeven here in Romans 8:31 (as we get
to the end of this 1st probing question) N because you simply cannot allow
any part of this to pass you by without recognizing the deepness of the effect
itOs designed to have upon your spirit and your inner man.

- And it prepares youNespecially in the area of getting all of the fragileness

and flightiness of your commitment out of the wayNand leaving you with a
commitment thatOs anything but frailNitOs case-hardened strongNand itOs not
flighty or unstableNbut itOs reliable, dependable & stable in every way.

- So that, when you do get down to being instructed in the curriculum
over there in Romans 12Nthe fullness of the renewing of your mind,
and the sober thinking that develops within you takes placeNand you
begin thinking about yourself with that renewed mind (as well as
others around youNand as well as having all these offices to function
in, and so forth) - the issue is, when the sonship commitment is there
to learn all that, and to spend the time with that, and to spend the
fellowship of sonship prayer about those things with our FatherNso
that all that energy of effectual working is there to generate that full
measure of selflessness & cherishing one another, and that full E.
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E measure of wanting to be a benefit and a profitNand committing
yourself to thatNand to one anotherNwell, when all of the sonship
work in connection with all that information is engaged in by a son
(to produce all that) - then all the effectual working of what comprises
that first, initial component of instruction actually comes to pass
within your inner man and is put into practice in your outer man!

- And thatOs just the beginningNbecause that all produces an
enthusiasm and an excitement and an ambition & desire to then go on
to the next thing, and the next, and the next.

- And each component of doctrine is designed to instill a
powerfulpassionin you for going on to get the next one, and
then the next, etc. N and you kind of chomp your way
through this feast thatOs been laid out for you!

- And IOm describing it to you this way to indicate how thatNif the full
measure of commitment to the work necessary to get that education to do its
job isnOt there when that all gets underway N then when it comes to doing the
sonship work of getting that information and getting it to be able to release its
energy within you, youOre simply not going to do that work!

- And in describing things to you this wayNIOm trying to get you to realize
something that maybe you only realize theoretiaadfigt nowNbut you have
to now be confronted with threality of it:

- And that is, when | talk about this issue of sonshig;ommiﬂﬁtergetting
the effectual working out of the information that weOve been given:

IT DOESTAKE WORKON THE PART OF THE SON!

- And hereOs the Okicker@t takes place when youOre
here in the assembly and learning it from my ministryN
thatOs not the work

- ThatOs you (the son) coming to get the OworksheetO to tell
you the kind of work youOve got to do!

- The work is donebetweenhe assembly sessiohs

- And what sons need to realize & recognize is that that is the refditg
situation theyOre in!
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- And (to get back to what | was talking about a while ago) - when this
OtransitionO takes place as you get to the end of sonship establishment and as
you get to the beginning of dealing with the curriculum itself (in Romans 12)
Nmy understanding is that there is to be some recognized changes in your
thinking (some of which is going to kgreatly different [putting it mildly]

from the majority of Christian thinking [if there is such a thing]) - and there is
supposed to be taking place in your inner man a settling dbalhthatNthat

is, a transition from just the mere enthusiasm of all your sonship education
awaiting you, and so forthNto a sober realizatifithe kind of

commitment sonship education & sonship living amounts to.

- And some of that may be happening right nowNespecially as that
1st probing question does its probing in your heart (in light of that
great declaration of :28, thall things work together for gogdN

- But that recognition of a change taking place in the way you think
about thingsNthat you recognize to bedicallyO different from

how most who call themselves Christians thinkNand along with that,
this sobering up of the reality of the kind of deep commitment that
sonship education & living amounts to N all that is supposed to
become strong & settled out in your heart over the span of Romans
9, 10, & 11.

- And reallyNwhat the father is looking for (as a marker or
indicator) in his sonNis that cry oAbba, Fathethat his son
initially made when he was made aware that he had been
adopted (and the time of childhood was over; and the tutors
& governors were dismissed; and now he can make decisions
all on his own) - which is actually a cry Abba, Fatherfor
therelief of childhood being over (looking back to tpast);

- Well, now the father is quking for that cry Abba, Father
in connection with the sonOs passion & desire for what lies
ahead of him in thefuture!

- And all IOm saying is that that OtransitionO is supposed to be going on
at the exact same time some other things are going on as you near the
end of sonship establishmentNand all IOm after right now is to put

this in front of you, and make you aware of itNso you can begin to
examine yourself and see if you can recognize some of these kinds of
things happening to you as we go through this final aspect of sonship
establishment.
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- Because, just like there was at the end of sonship orientationNso
too there is supposed to be a natural euphoria and enthusiasm and
zeal at the end of sonship establishment (especially at the end of
:28-39) for the son to crbba, Fathelbut this time looking

forward to getting the education underway.

- And thatOs what you want to seeNthatOs what the father is
looking for!

- And that gets accomplished based upon these 5 probing questions
doing their jobNand to have the full persuasion & conviction (just
like the apostle Paul) to say exactly what (:38-39) says!

- But you have to allow chapters 9, 10, & 11 to come along and give
you some information (and to give you sotinee with that

information) to get that euphoria and enthusiasm and emotion to
wear off (as itOs designed to do) and to then allow those issues that
created all that enthusiasm to get settled down and strengthened in
your heart and to become a sober reality.

- And if all that doesnOt take place, the son simply wonOt have
enough to sustain him for theork that Romans 12:3 is going to
demandfrom him.

- That initial euphoria has to wear off so that that enthusiasm and
eagerness that is thd@NOT EMOTIONAL E IT HAS TO BE
PURELY SPIRITUAL ! (an operation of youmind)!

- So as we now have (or should have) the effectual working
of Romans 8:28 now becoming one of the cornerstone
principlesof how we are going to live our sonship life from
now onNand now that weOve gotten a taste of what these 5
probing questions are going to get accomplished (having now
gone through the 1st probing question) N

- with that being the caseNwhen you think about that phrase,
Qhe battle is the LORDOsind God coming along and
intervening by means of His omnipotent power in the
situations of your lifeNor to bless/curse a person or even our
nation according to something like Deut. 28 (as if thatOs what
it means for God to b®r you, sowho can be against you?

N you should be able to seghy thatOs trueNand
necessaryNand naturalNbut to see it more than just an issue
of rightly dividing the word of trutRright?
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- In other wordsNitOs one thing to say that based upon an
understanding & appreciation that, Well, that was in GodOs
Orime Pagd program with Israel, and He just doesnOt operate
that way in His But NowD program with us, the members of
the church the body of Christ N itOs one thing to say that, but
itOs another thing to say, The major reagonGod doesnOt
operate that way today is because of how that would be
inconsistent with sonship living in this dispensation of grace

in which we live today.

- And really itOs only in the framework and context of
sonship that you get thveisdom and thegenius and the
naturalness of why God operates that way today.

- And the truth of the matter isNas a son (and the only
consistent thing to say and think as a son) is that you would
come along in connection wittG0d beingior med - is to

say & think: If Godmy Father bdor me, sowvho can be

against m& means that His capacity (to write out and to

forge out a curriculum for my education as His son) has made
it so that He igor me beingsuccessful with His curriculum,
andfor me being fully educated as His sonNatho can be
against mesucceeding in being educated as His son?

- (when God, as my Heavenly Father has done this!)

- In fact, | recognize this so much (or to such a degree) that

| not only understanérhy He doesnOt operate that way (as in

Il Chron. 20) with meNbut the truth is, as a sdrlon’t

want Him doing thatN I need for Him not to do thatNin

fact, He canOt be going around doing that, if IOm going to get
properly edified & educated as His son!

- Because if He does, then | wonOt get that situatiworto
together(with the curriculum¥or goodto meNand | wonOt
get the benefit and the further vocational training thatOs in
that situation to put my sonship life to work so that | gain in
the inheritance in my FatherOs business!

-Andin this~wayl§|sonship living really is radicalNradical to most
of the BibleNas far as how God determines to operate with those
who have put their faith & trust in Him and in His gospel!
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- So thenNwe should now have a clear grasp upon that 1st probing questionN
but the real question is, Does it have a grasp upon you?

- The 1st Probing Question:
If God be for us, who can be against us?

- And my understanding is that this 1st probing question is designed
for us to focus our attention on God our Father:

- Q #1: Do you have any problem with the Father? Because
the focus of attention is upon the FatherOs capacity.

- And if not, then the only natural thing to ask next is:

- Q #2: Do you have any problem with the FatherOs
curriculum? or with the curriculumOs capacity? Because the
focus of attention of the next probing question is upon the
curriculum and itOs capacity.

- And in this way, these first 2 probing questions are a coupletNi.e.,
they are designed to go together.

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us?
- Any question? Comments?

Probing Question #2:
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- Again, itOs an easy question to answerNand to answer correctly:

Answer. He shall fireely give us all things!

- But what does that mean? And how is it that we are to understand
and appreciate exactly what this is asking (just like we had to do in
that 1st probing question) - so that when we do come up with the
correct answer, that answer is an INTELLIGENT answer?

- In other words: how do we answer this so that weOQre not
thinking that this just winds up being PaulOs way of
describing Mat. 21:22 or John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23?7??
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- Well, first of all, keep in mind the 2 major issues that keeps us on
track and prevents us from getting Olost in the woodsO:

1) The Context here is that of sonship establishiem
especially the final aspeot sonship establishment: to
produce absolute confidence/assurance/conviction in the
Father & in His curriculum. (strengthening our commitment)

2) The Controlling Question: (:3MVhat shall we then say

to these thingsN so this 2nd probing question has to be
regulated and controlled (where every thought we have and
everything we say about it) is regulated & controlled by,

(and only by), what has been set before us in (:28, 29, & 30)!

- So then, the 1st probing question went right after any thing thatOs in
your heart in connection with any doubt, misgivings, snags, or
whatever in regard to tHeather andHis capacityto bring about

your successful education & edification as His son.

- And in view of (:28, 29, 30), itOs as if He says:

ODo you see anything there that would indicate to you a lack
in my ability or capacity?0

ODo you see anything that would indicate to you how you
being my son, and me educating you as my son, and you
succeeding to be educated and useful to me as an intelligent
son in my businessNdo you see anything that would indicate
a weakness or a fault or miscalculation on my part, or
misreckoning on my partNor any OAchillesO heelO in what
IOve laid out before you that could come along and actually
prevent your success as my son?0

- So: If God be for us, who can be against uN® one.

- And itOs not that there is no one who is goirigytto be
againstyouNor that no one will ever attempt to be against
youNbut the way itOs worded is to imply the question,
Q@Vho carsuccessfullybe against ud0 N or to put it another
way, OWho can prevent our successful education by our
Father in His sonship program?0

- Thereare going to be some characters who are going to be
against yolbut the point is,If God is for youthey will not
succeed in their beirggainstyou!
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- Now before going on to the other thing to keep in mindNso that we donOt

get off track and try to make this 2nd probing question say something like,
OWell, now that IOm a Christian, God is for me and no one can be against me,
and now HeOs just going to freely give me all thingsNso goodbye debt, hello
money, promotion, health, wealth, etc., etc., ad nauseam!O

- Well, before going on to the other thing | want to bring up that keeps us from
mishandling and mutilating this passage (like that) - is to say that even though
this is a lengthy question (26 words) - in my way of dealing with this 2nd
probing question, itOs almost begging us to start at the end of it and work our
way back.

- In other words, it may be that the best way to deal with it is to first
of all deal with that last phrase firdtreely give us all things?

- And to be even more specific, the last 2 woralthings
Just what arall thingsin this context?

- Are they money? power? prosperity? health? houses?
land? a trophy wife whoOll give me sex every night? an
obedient, thoughtful, wishy-washy, handsome husband who
knows how stupid he really is? trouble-free, good-looking,
low-maintenance kids? lots of really cool friends? E..???

- Well, to properly answer what tfadl thingsareN| just want to go back and
pick up that first thing we have to keep in mind, and then get to this other
thing that will keep us from going off track and getting lost in the woods:

- We said we have to keep in mind:

1) The Context of sonship establishment.
2) The Controlling QuestionwWhat shall we then say to
these thingsqin :28, 29, & 30).

- And now in light of this (and weOll tie this back in to being able to
define what thell thingsare of this 2nd probing question) - but in

light of this so far, we have to point out another thing about how these
5 probing questions are designed to work.

- And that is, each oneNby what it asksNand by how weOre supposed
to think about itNand by intelligently answering itNeach question is
designed to naturally lead into the next probing quelStoa it gets

asked in view of what thgrecedingquestion asked & answered.
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- And what IOm after isNthat you see, by appreciating the naturalness
of having to ask this 2nd probing question in view of what the 1st
probing question dealt withNthat you see how that by appreciating
the naturalnessf the 2nd question, you see how to properly handle
what theall thingsareNand to not, therefore, get off track and out in

la la land attempting to stick in there anything and everything that you
like and that you think should be included in #iehingsof (:32)!

- So letOs think for a moment about the natural reason whyNafter
that 1st probing question does its jobNwhy this would be the next,
natural question for our Father to ask us in connection with producing
full confidence/assurance/conviction in Him and in His curriculum.

- (And also, why & how the 1st & 2nd probing questions
go together).

- And if you think about it, the 1st probing question settled for us that
when it comes to being educated by God our FatherNin light of all
that (:28-30) set before usNif weOre talking about an education, then
by viewing our FatherOs Ochain of provisionO from His perspective
when He put the whole thing together (and how He put it all together)
weOre supposed to see if there is anything in our heart that would
cause us to think in any way thdis capacity &His ability to

educate us successfully by means of His provisions to do so are in
any way in question or in doubtNand they most certainly are NOT!

If Godbe for us, who can be against usf one.

- OkNwell then, since weOre talking about getting an education and
a vocational trainingNthat therefore means that | may have complete
confidence & assurance about the One who put the education and
curriculum and training program togetherNbut really, thatOs just the
half of it (so to speak).

- Because that leads me to naturally thinkN OOk, I0ve got this great
and wonderful and thoughtful and wise Father who is going to
personally teach me his wisdom and his waysNbut since HeOs going
to be a real Father to me and IOm going to be a real son to Him (and
thereOs going to be no external intervening by Him into my
circumstances or situations in my life) - that means_that IOm going to
needsome thingsn my very hands to be able to do this Witnd,

Am | going to find myself in a position somewhere down the line
where | donOt hatiee thingsthat | need to be able to succeed in

doing all that this education/training asks me/demands for me to do?0
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- And therefore this naturalness to the 2nd probing question (along
with the Context & the Controlling Question) - makes it so that we
have a real grip on what tladl thingsis talking about!

- all things = all things necessary for my successful sonship
education, edification, and vocational training!

- This may include other things than the curriculum itself,
such aghe leading of the Spirand_sonship prayend the
local assemblwynd the bishopf the local assembly and the
saintsof that local assembly and their officegher divine
institutions, etc.

- But my understanding is that thbemary focus of attention
of theall thingsis the curriculum itself!

- Thereforebuilt into this curriculum is all thingsthat | need to have
in order to succeed in my sonship life, my sonship education, and my
sonship vocational training!

- And in this way, (once again), you then have the 1st probing
question probing your heart to see if you have any problem with the
Father & His capacity/ability to successfully educate you as His son;
and then you have the 2nd probing question probing your heart to see
if you have any problem (in view of :28-30) with the curriculum and

its capacity/ability to fully provide you all things necessary for your
successful education & vocational training!

- NowNare\there any questions about being able to identify or define what
that phras®all thingsQs about in (:32)?

- Questions? Comments?

- Well, with that being properly handled (and properly understood &
appreciated) - now we should be able to go back to the beginning of the
probing question and have a pretty good handle on those opening 2 phrases of
this 2nd probing question:

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

- Now given those things that weOve gone over that cantigjoverrand
regulateeach word of this passageNyou should be able to perceive that this
isnOfust making a statement about the grandeur and extent of GodOs provision
of the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ in connection with us being
JUEL, and since He went to that extent to justify us, then itOs far less difficult
for Him to give usall thingsthat we need (whatever thasengsare).
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- So how are we to understand & appreciate these opening phrases of (:32)?

32 He

- Because itOs critical to get this right in order to really get the full
degree of hovimpressedweOre supposed to be with this 2nd probing
questionNand critical to the probe going into our heart and

uncovering any doubt or concerns about our success with our FatherOs
curriculum for our sonship education.

that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, E

- What is that telling you? or maybe the better question is, What is
it that the Father iBnpressingupon you by saying this to you?

- (He that spared not his own S¢BN thatOs an amazing and
impressive statement! But what is He after in saying this to us as the
first thing of the 2nd probing question?

- Well notice that worgparedNand again, this is one of those words

in our English language that, whether we are aware of it or not, itOs

a word that we use OsparinglyO (no pun intended) - and a word that we
just naturally reserve for certain circumstances (or contexts).

- When we use the wosparediwe naturally use that term
and reserve that term for situations or circumstances where
someone is facing real, persohatm, danger, and/orevil!

- And, (unlike the wordaved, sparedis used in connection
with an_authorityor one who has the power to remove that
person from harm or danger or evil.

- Someone can teavedeither by desigor by accidenfNbut
someone can only Isparedby theintentional use of
anotherOs power or authority to remitna person in peril
from that harm or evil.

- And, as Charles Smith describes in his book, Synonyms
Discriminated he cites the following example of the
discriminating difference betweeavedandspared OHe

was to have been shot as a deserter, but the clemency of his
commandesparedhis life.0 and OHe was struck by a
bullet, but the watch in his pocksavedhis life.O The
difference may be seen at once in the two phrasesv@i

my life,O0 and Obparedmy life.O
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- Therefore, in our verse, God our Father is telling us that He is the
One who has the power and the authority to remove His Son from the
evil and harm that He is going to have to go throughNwhere? N on
the cross N but even though He had that power/authority to do so,

He spared not his own SoN He sparedNOT N that is, He allowed

His own Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) to be delivered to all the evil and
harm that could be thrown at him!

- And this was necessary if you were to ever get justified unto eternal
life! It was necessary if the Redeemer was to fully perform your
redemption!

- And redemption was the necessary means for you to not only get the
debt & penalty of your sins forgiven and receive the righteousness of
Christ imputed to youNbut it was the necessary means for you to get
your sanctified position in ChristNthe ultimate aspect of which is

your adoptions of sons!

- He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

- And the reason thatOs supposed to hiefressivething that it is

at this point in this 2nd probing questionNis because nothing can
underscore to you and illustrate to you any more than this act of the
Father not even sparing his own Son, but delivering him up for you,
N nothing can illustrate and underscore to you any more than that,
that when it comes to your Father providing for you what you need to
succeed as His soTHAT HE WITHHOLDS NOTHING FROM

YOU!

- If He didnOsparehis own SonNif thatOs the degree of the

investment HeOs made, and the degree of the provision HeOs made for
your successNthen what could possibly be withheld from you to

fully and completely be successful as His son?

- Do you think that youQOre ever going to come to a point
where that curriculum He puts in your hands doesnOt have
the power or the capacity or the ability or the provision for
you to succeed in or with whatever comes your way?

- Do you think that there will be something that will come up
where failure will be imminent? or where danger or harm or
evil will be able to succeed in becoming your demise as His
son? NO! (why? becausE®spared not his own SOH
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- And youOre supposed to not only be suitably impressed with your
Father and His capacityNbut now HeOs making it so that you look
hard at the curriculum HeOs putting into your hands (and thatOs going
to effectually work in your inner man) and now become suitably
impressed with what can doNand the capacity & ability HeOs
designed in that curriculum: in that nothing is withheld from you

for itOs power and might and capacity and ability to cause you to be
successful no matter what comes your way!

- Now againNthis is an easy one to just pass over lightly and not really think
about very deeplyNbut you have to allow this 2nd probing question to really
probe your heartNyou have to spend some time with it to allow it to do that!

- God your Fathespared not the thing most dear to HimNhis SonN
as your RedeemerNso that you could be justified, sanctified, and
adopted as His sonNto make this sonship life possible!

- To make it possible to have that magnificent Ochain of
provisionO make it so thdl things work together for good
to you! (availing yourself of that chain of provision)

- And then we have the next 4 words come along and say,
Ohow shall he not EO

- ... how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

- That expressiohow shall he nois like coming along and saying,

In light of Godsparing not His own Son, but delivering him up for

us all N in light of that, it would beridiculous to think He would do

all that and give all that so that you would fall short because some
where or some place down the line, you donOtalbtrengs you

need in that curriculum for something you face that could cause you
to failNthat wasnOfreely givento you and provided for you to
instead_succedtprovided for in the very words of that curriculum
you hold in your hand! (DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE IT!)

- “... how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

- Quith him” = IOve given this a lot of thoughtNand my
understanding is to stick with the simplest reading of the passageN
and that is thawith himN(the word with [sun] being a primary
proposition denoting union) - hence, it meauig him in the sense of
him (the Lord Jesus Christ) being the successful Redeemer and you
who are now in living union with Him.
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- Therefore: how shall he not with hirfthe successful
Redeemer who you are now in living union with and fully
identified with)freely give us all things?

- Any questions so far?
- Notice: Ohow shall he not with him alfeely give us all things?0

- freely= without reservation; without constraint; plentifully,
abundantly, generously, liberally!

- And theall things you already know is referring to the curriculum itself and
that theall thingsare all the things necessary for your successful sonship life.

- So once again, the 2nd probing gquestion:
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things?

- NowRcan youintelligently answer that question?
- Answer: He shallfreely give me all things

- But has this question really brought to the surface any and all snags that may
be in your thinking in regard to your estimation of the curriculum for your
sonship education?

- LetOs see.

- One of the things that should cross your mindN(and probably has) -
IS that this curriculum has the capacity (from just what we know
about it from the Table of Contents) to take me all the way from a
newly adopted, empty son all the way to tmain of understanding

- And these letters (epistles) of the apostle PaulNthese form the
curriculum for my sonship educationNand they really do have all of
the power and the strength and the might of God AlmightyN(even
greater power than Ocreative powerO???) Do you recognize that?

- Is your estimation of these letters the same as GodOs
estimation of them? (That the power to prodgeely

edifying which is in faitNand the power to produce godly
wisdom, justice, judgment, & equity, etc. in your inner man is
the greatest function & display of GodOs power that there is?)
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- Eph. 3N I want to point out to you something you may not have
realizedNthat_ poweof God vested in the curriculumNas the greatest
manifestation of His power availableNthatOs not something that you
just settle on one time as you begin your sonship life and is just never
an issue ever again.

- Look at what Paul tells the Ephesians as he prays for them:
Eph. 3:14-21

- Here are Level Il sons who are receiving Osubtilty® and are
about to come to that Oyoung manO status and get Oknowledge
and discretionO - and even at this point Paul reminds them

that their Father is able to @aceeding abundantly above

all that we ask or think N according to the power that works
(works where??? upgmou? _uporyour circumstances?

uponyour external situations?) neék you!

- And notice (:16)! i the inner mahn

- The further you go along the way through this sonship curriculum,
the more situations youOre going to find yourself inNthat every fiber
in your being says, Olt shouldnOt be handled this way!O N and that
youQre going to have to rely on GodOs power as vested in this
curriculum to provide for your successNand even if you canOt ask
it or think itNHe can accomplish it thorough this power that works
in you!

- And my point isNif you underestimatethe power of God vested

in the curriculum for sonship educationNit will lead to failure
sometime and someplace (either by becoming pessimistic, or
discouraged, or depressed or having a sense that somehow youOre
just in some kind of a disadvantage ever succeeding in this thing.

- And what IOm saying by all that is that you will ultimately have your
confidenceshakenNand lose your enthusiasm & ambition!

- And the road to having that happen all starts with you not estimating
the real power and value of this curriculumNand underestimating

its power and might thatOs been vested in it by God your Father in
order to have you succeed with it in your sonship education!

- Itis the most powerful thing God can doNmore powerful than
speaking things into existenceN(to take His living words, write them
on your heart & produce His life in you as His son!)
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- Or to put it according to our passage in Romans 8Nto cause
you to beconformed to the image of his Stime Lord Jesus
Christ)!

- And you can go back to those exhortations in the book of Proverbs and see
how they parallel with these first 2 probing questions:

- Pro. 2:6 N parallels witHf God be for us, who can be against us?

- And in IsraelOs program, they are to understand that all of
wisdom knowledgeandunderstandindhey are ever going

to need will be givenfGod isfor you and HeOll provide all
youQre going to need to be successful as you begin this
sonship education & begin your sonship life.

- Pro. 2:7ff N parallels with Rom. 8:32

- He layeth up sound wisdom for the righté®éyouOre

going tofreely getall thingsyou needNthatsoundwisdom

is laid up for you who are righteousNin anticipation of a

future need, itOs all there, and itOs readyftedie

accessed, and itOs so wisely been put together that itOs ready
to be used to overcome any and all things you will ever face!

- And the point isNthat in light of Romans 8:32NyouOre
being told that even though you donOt have nealtitbings
yet, but when the time comes and you do need it: if He
spared not His own Son, whatOs He going to withhold from
you when you need it?

- AgainN do not underestimate the power/ability of this curriculum
- You can complete the courseNyou can attain unto all of the aims
and goal and objectives throughout your educationNand all the

things you need to do just that will freely giveh

- NowNare you underestimating the power and the capacity & ability of this
curriculum?

-No? Well, I think you doNat least some of you do.

- How do | know that? Why, youOve told me you do!
(Remember that | told you that this gets real personal???)
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- Now what have you expressed to me that would make me say that
you do have some misgivings or that you underestimate the ability
and capacity of this curriculum to do its jobNespecially, for you to
fully succeed in your sonship life?

- (Maybe you just havenOt thought that what you were saying
was an expression of underestimating the curriculumNand
IOm not trying to be critical of you [I did the same thing, and
worse] N but IOm going to use this to just point out to you
how these probing questions really do go after any and all
shags in your thinking!)

- So back to my questionNwhat have you said that indicates that you
donOt really esteem this curriculum to have the ability to do its job
with you?

- YouOve said thgbu donOt think you have enough time
to get to the end of the curriculumNto finish your course!
(IOve just come to this doctrine too late in life!)

- Or what aboutNPaul had all these opportunities that we donOt have
in this country?

- Paul lived in countries where his physical life was on the
line for living as a son of his Heavenly FatherNI donOt.

- 1 donOt live in Iran/Irag/Saudi Arabia/Sudan or other
countries where Christians are actively sought out and killed
just because theyOre ChristiansNso I0Il probably never be in
a position where IOm going to have to die for the cause of my
sonship life!

- Or | donOt live in countries where electricity and water and
automobiles and education are at a premiumNbut | live in
this prosperous country of the USANso | donOt have the kind
of opportunities for GodOs power to operate like that!

- Or what aboutNIOm just a housewife, and | only see about 4

people day after day? N or my life is just like the movie OGroundhog
DayO and | just donOt have a lot of areas of opportunity for putting my
sonship education into effect!

- But really if thatOs your thinkingNthen yawe underestimatinghis
sonship curriculum!
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- The truth of the matter isNevery opportunity you will ever need will be
thereNand every demand for your FatherOs wisdmmnd wisdom [Pro.2:7]
that those opportunities presentNall thoskiayO that you need in order to
be successful and godly in all those situationsNall that wilirbely giverto
you by means of, and built within this sonship curriculum!

- And thatOs very important because you should understand and
appreciate how different what you do as a son is (as far as learning
and utilizing the FatherOs curriculum for sonship education) than how
most Christians approach the study of GodOs word.

- (This is whyNwhen you are at this point in your sonship
establishment where you aregerceive the words of understanding
that when it comes to your FatHegely giving you all things the
curriculum HeOs putting into your handsNthis is why He says that He
lays upsound wisdonfor youNbecause there are going to be a whole
bunch of competing wisdoms; and competifogrs of godliness,

but theydeny the power therddthey deny that this sonship

curriculum is the way itOs supposed to get done!)

- And the truth isNfor most believers who study GodOs wordNand

even seriously study itNthey study books of the Bible, or study
doctrines of the BibleNand even some of them may even pray about
the information they learn (they talk to their Father about it) - but then
once itOs been learned, it becomes just another intellectual OboxO that
gets stored in the attic of their soul.

- And you do understand that than®swhat it means to
make progress in godigonshipedificationNright? (Because
you donOt progress on in your education that wayNright?)

- Because all thath doing is learning it as a believer for the
sake of learning itNthatOs NOT learnin@éta soh
(Do you know the difference?)

- The difference is that learnirspund wisdonas a soris for
the purpose of not merely learning itNbut learning it for the
purpose of putting it tasein the details of your lifeN(and
even thatOs not all there is to it).

- Because as a son, you learn it in order to not onljt irse
the details of your lifeNbut youOre doing that in order to
demonstratekillfulness with thatsound wisdonfdoctrine).
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- And your Father has so wisely and ingeniously written this sonship
curriculum so that no matter what your life is likeNor when or where
you live out your lifeNthat every opportunity will be there for your
proper education and trainingNand when you face situations and
circumstances (and opportunities) in your life where it demands the
application of godly sonshijvisdom(sound wisdom), ojustice or
judgment or equityN(and later on,prudencesubtilty, anddiscretion

- every thing you will ever need to be successful in your sonship
education and training will bieeely givento you!

- Because itOs all built in to the curriculum itself!

- Again,do not underestimate this curriculum

- It can train, equip, and qualify any believer to be able to
labor with your Heavenly Father in His business!

It can train:
- men, women, young, old, _(fill in the blank)

- Our Fathespared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
and He didnOt do all that just so that as time goes on, and as His
curriculum gets older and olderN(and is viewed as archaic, out of
date, and irrelevant) - He didnOt do all that just so that you would
come along and somehow be in some kind difadvantagebecause
you seem to either lack opportunity to apply and use the information
in the curriculum, or you lack the information itself that you need to
use to apply to your opportunitythis is another great example of
how God had tpreserveHis wordNevery word of it!)

- NoNyou arefreely given all thingshat you need to fully
succeed being educated, edified, trained, and qualified to
think, live, and labor with God your Heavenly Father in all
His business! (And thguaranteeHe put on it is thaDHe
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for u} all!

- It doesn(~)t~ matter that you live in 21st Century United States
of AmericaNyou can still be exhorted just like the
Corinthians were:

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveablealways_aboundingn the work of

the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord. (I Corinthians 15:58)



