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- And during the time of IsraelOs final installment, those
remnant sons who areen of understandingre going to have
to counsethe rest of the remnant in those portions of GodOs
word that up to that point ateddené& sealed

- And the apostate element of Israel will have to look at those
words and either honestly say that they donOt know what they
meanNor they will make up some meaning/interpretation that
has nothing to do with the truthN(and weOve always got that
kind of thing going on).

- But those remnanhen of understandingre going to unseal
and reveal the hiddeneaningNand they are going tmunsel

the other members of the remnant in some information that, if
thesemen of understandingjdnOt do that, they would never
know that doctrine at all

- And really, thatOs a gracious provisigwd makes due to the fact that when
God removes the church the body of Christ from off the earth, the time period
for the remainder of His program with Israel (as far as finishing off the 5th
course of punishment) - that time period is really $hBrtAnd it makes is so

that a large part of that remnant wonOt have the time to ever go through all of
Level | & Il & IlI.

- Now letOs identify some of the bodies of information that have already been
written in GodOs wordNbut that tell us that these passages are part of that
hiddenandsealednformation for the remnant to operate upon as they are
counseled in it by thmen of understanding that have attained unto wise
counsels:

- Proverbs 1:6 (again) N LetOs first of all identify what it is NOT!

- ThatcanOmean that a son didnOt understand any of the
proverbsNbecause we already recognize that a vast majority
of the book of proverbs make up the majority of his education.

- For instance, we already understand & appreciate the section
in the book of proverbs that make up the exhortations for each
Level of education N as well as the proverbs that make up the

corresponding doctrinal section.

- But (:6) tells us that there are still some proverbs that are not
understood yetNuntil thenan of understanding has attained
unto wise counsels
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- But because (:6) tells us that thise counsels going to

be about ®proverb, and the interpretationN that tells us
therefore that there is a section of information in the proverbs
themselvesthat if you@re not a member of the remnant of
Israel who has become a fully educated/edified adopted son;
a man of understanding that has attained unto wise coynsels
then youOre never going to get those provetbs

- (And that includes Solomdmmself!)

- Proverbs 3MN(and it may be there are more than thisNit may start sooner,
but | can clearly see that at least this section of information is in that category)

- And if youOre honest with the textNyou can clearly see that in the
last 2 chapters of the book of Proverbs, the information thatOs sitting
in themNfor the most part isnOt understood by meNby youN
certainly not by anybody prior to this dispensation of graceNbut it
will be understood by those Level Ill remnant sons in the 5th/5th.

- Pro. 30:1-3

- There are several important things given in those first 3 verses that
tell us a lot about this chapter.

1) These are not the words of David or Solomon.

2) The one who writes it (Agur) - puts a disclaimer on his own
intelligence whereby he admits that heOs nuiraof
understandinfjheOs not a guy that understands what heOs writing at
allNthat God gave him this information, and heOs only wise in the
sense that God gave him some information to write down, but he
doesnOt naturally get this at all.

3) This information is alPROPHESY!

- Pro. 31:1Nchapter 31 is grophesytooNonly these 2 times are
you told in the book of Proverbs that what youOre about to get is a
prophesy the last 2 chapters (30 & 31).

- Even though some commentaries will say Kiag) Lemuel

is another name for SolomonN(I canOt argue that) - but even
if thatOs true, it doesn't change the fact that this information is
prophesyand God wants you to view this differently

because He doesn't say these are the worglslomomh
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- God purposely uses another title for Solomon so that you
donOt think thatOs the caseNor that you see it in a different
light if it is the case.

- The point is that these last 2 chapters are Q[oplﬂmmbis
information is dealing with a future time to coNend the real
application of this is yet in the future!

- And Agur as much as admits he doesnOt get it.
- But letOs just look at some of it and see if that holds true.

- And some of itNeven though it wasnOt understooAdpyr, it does
ring of a time (future to him) that now, we dak back upon some

of that climatic stage that has already passed, and we can see how
some of it lines up with that timeN(especially the 4th/5th).

- Pro. 30:11-14N that passage just screams out to us of the time
when John the Baptist began indicting them (he calls them a
generation of vipejsN and the whole passage looks forward to the
day when thatlivide between the believing remnant and the apostate
element is made, and there igemerationthat belongs to Messiah,

and agenerationthatOs going to receive His wrath.

Nand even many of the details are specifically picked up and
dealt with by the Lord Jesus Christ to tgaheratioh (when

they withhold from their parents and give their possessions to
the priests; pure in their own eyes, yet on the inside are white-
washed sepulchers , etcE ) N thatOs gemerationdeserving

of His wrathNand that gets interrupteliyt it will resume
following the dispensation of grace.

- And Agur (though not understanding it himself) writes of a
future time when all this makes senseNand the Levehin

of understandingyill pick this up (right when God resumes

His program with Israel), and will be abledounselthe

remnant sons in connection with itNand that division that was
made prior to this disp. of grace will be just as great as when
GodOs program with Israel resumes.

- LetOs look at some examples of prophetic proverbs that nobody can really
understand properlyNeven todayNnotwithstanding that you can read these
proverbs and see tmeerely obvious\but we know that thatQ®t what a
proverb is doingNitOs proverbial style teackNngt just the merely obviods
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- Pro. 30:15

- (:18);

- YouOve got 5 times in this passage where you get this kind
of phrase: There are three things E yea, fo@O where

God lists 4 things in proverbial stfdand | guarantee that
neither you, or me, or a biblical scholar going to the Qoriginal
HebrewO or whatever, really can understand and appreciate
how they are to be wisely and properly interpreted to see the
OdarkO meaning they will have for the remnant of Israel when
they are out in their final installment of their program!

- To do so, youOve got to be a remnant member as a Level lIl/
Phase 2nan of understanding who has attained unto wise
counsels

- This is going to be information that is significant to the
remnant thatOs only going to be understood by those Level IlI
sonsNand then theyOre going to utilize it to prozidensel

to the rest of the remnant.

(:22); (:24); (:29)

- This is supposed to be the climax of the education??? all
these bugs and animals and snakes and people???
(What in the word is going on???)

(This isnOt AesopOs Fallé}

- Well, the interpretation of all of that will only be had (regardless of
what books might be written about it by the current Ostable of starsO),
N it will only be had by that Level lll/Phase 2 son who fatined

unto wise counsela order tounderstand a proverb, and the
interpretationthereof!

- And chapter 31 (a prophesy) isnOt merely about a virtuous woman
that was written so preachers could have a standard OmotherOs dayO
sermon! N it goesbeyondthe merely obviougeven though thereOs
some great info. there) N but you know that thereOs a whole lot more
than thatNthat has to do with some understanding that God
deliberately intended to be written this way that youOre not supposed
to get, but that will be gotten by a Level lll son in IsraelOs program
when it gets resumed that will provideunsefor the remnant of

Israel during the LordOs day of wrath!

- Back to Proverbs 1:H thatOs my understanding of what that 1st clause is

about: @o understand a proverb, and the interpretatioh N but what )
about the last clause? Ot words of the wise, and their dark sayin@s
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- Qlark saying® N how is that being used?
= hidden from view; hidden from knowing; concealed;
obscured from meaning; hard to see/understanding mentally.

- The Level lll/Phase 2 sons in GodOs program with Israel are going to
be able to see what God intentionalhose to shroud in darknessN

these sayings that canOt be understood by the apostate elementNthey
fnan of u.) will be able to understand and give counsel in light of them.

- Daniel 12N Daniel has just received a vision about the final aspects of
IsraelOs time-tableNand heOs given information concerning the rise of
the Anti-Christ and how heOs going to sit on the throne in IsraelNand
how heOs going to setip abomination that maketh desolate (the
idolatrous image he places in the temple) - and Daniel gets the details
about all thatNand it takes them right to the end of their time-table
(including a calendar, so to speak, whereby they can even do a day-by-
day countdown).

- And the angel Gabriel is doing the talking to DanielNand notice in
chapter 12 DanielOs response, and what Gabriel says back to him.

- (:1-4) - (:4) - note especially what Daniel is instructed to do with the
words of thebook that heOs been receiving?

- Daniel, even though he doesnOt understand it at all (:8), heOs
told to Ghut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time

of the endO N which is interesting in light of the Isa. 29

passage where they realize the bookdged and they are
unlearned.

- And notice that it sayspfany shall run to and fro, and

knowledge shall be increase.O N this information wonOt be
understood at the level God intends for it to be until the time

of the end comesNand then who do you think will get that
Oincreased knowledge® ? N (and weOre not talking about the
age of technology in the last 150 years!) N the Level I/

Phase 2 sons that are members of the remnant of Israel!

- see Dan. 11:32-33Nyou see then of understanding in operation!
- Dan. 12:5-10 N whatOs being described is that very issue in the last

qlause of Proyerbs 1:6N~Danielf)s understandin@ajﬂc() to these )
Qlark sayingsO - and heOs not supposed to get itNbut someone iskE!
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- And this shouldnOt surprise usNor sound strange to usNbecause
youOve got just a few in the final installment to GodOs program with
Israel (thesenen of understandingvho are going to have the
capacityto understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of
the wise, and their dark sayirfgand the rest of the remnant are

going to be in the dark until they are counseled byrtae of
understanding

- And thatOs not totally out of the ordinary, even for us in this
dispensation of graceNbecause does everyone who is saved, truly
saved/justified unto eternal life today, do they all understand the
mystery (of course not)

- And thereQOs a genius of God in doing this the way He does.

(In light of what all those kings N,S,E,W are going to be doing, and
how the remnant are going to be almost secretly clued in on all the
inside information and goingOs on of the historical events surrounding
them).

- And this issignificant because thereOs going to be ddmer-
deathinformation in thewise counselthose remnant members get
from thesamen of understanding

- So Proverbs 1:6NTo understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the
words of the wise, and their dark sayings

- ItOs particular to GodOs program with IsraelNespecially when He
resumes it in the final installment of it out in the LordOs day of wrath.

- And thereOs a reason why Solomon doesnOt write those last 2
chapters of ProverbsNhe didnOt understand it and wasnOt supposed to
understand it.

- And (:6) looks to the day in which that information is going to be
unsealed to the members of the remnant of Israel by (and only by)
those Level lll/Phase 2 sons who hatined unto wise counsels
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- Once again, Level Ill sonship edification consists of 2 phases:

- Phase\lN Proverbs 1:5a )
OA wise man will hear, and will increase learning;O

- Phase 2 N Proverbs 1:5b ]
Oand a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:O

- And all of Proverbs 1:6 is primarily designed and primarily applies
to the members of the remnant of Israblb are Level lll/Phase 2 sons
who haveattained unto wise counsBland they will counsethe other
remnant members out in the LordOs day of wrath. (5th/5th)

- Well, the final thing to do now (if all thatOs clear and thereOs no questions in
connection with it) - is to begin looking at (as we always have in the other 2
Levels) - at the exhortatiotisat correspond to Level Il and the doctrinal
sectionthat corresponds with itNand then to see where Level lll corresponds
with our curriculum as found in the epistles of the apostle Paul.

- Exhortations: all of Proverbs chapter 9 deals with all of Level IlI.
- Notice the issue dhcrease learning
- Notice that issue ahcrease learningn Il Tim. 2:2; Titus 2.
- [really, the bulk of the pastoral epistles are issues of a Level
Ill/Phase 2 son (Paul) providimgse counselto another son

(Timothy/Titus/Philemon)]

- Corresponding Doctrine:

- Phase 1 of Level IN Othe wise man will hear, and will increase
learningO

- Since weQve already come to understand and appreciate that in Phase
1, what it is,_specificallythat thewise marwill hear, and what that

wise marson wants to din Phase 1 of Level llINis the issue of

going back over with his Father, everything contained in the

curriculum that his Father has taught him through Level | & Level I,

and now the son wants his Father to give him the insight into the
methodologyof how He taught it to him (to learn the markers, the
checkpoints, and appreciate everything from his FatherOs perspective;
therefore for the remnant of Israel and GodOs program with Israel

would consist of all oProverbs ch.Os 10-24 all over again
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- By the way, my understanding is that not only will the son
go back over with his Father all of the doctrinal sections, but
he will also have to go back over all of the corresponding
exhortationsNbecause heOll have to get from the Father His
perspective owhere andwhy andhow to exhort the son in
order to provide for the sonOs (grandson) soul to be primed
as it were, to initialize and format the hard-drdfehe sonOs
inner man to properly receive the doctrine.

- So that would includ@roverbs 1:7 to the end of ch. 8
as well.

- For us, the members of the new creature of the church, the body of
Christ in this dispensation of grace in which we live: the
corresponding doctrine of Phase 1 of Level 1l consists of going back
over the curriculum for sonship edification contained in the epistles
of the apostle Paul that comprise all of Level | and all of Level II;
therefore the son, who is now th@se marwho now is going to

gain the capacity to take the curriculum and act as a Father to another
saint or member of the church, the body of ChristNheOs going to go
back over the information containedRemans 8:14 through the

end of the book of Colossiarisand heOs going theaiO as it were,

the FatherOs own methodology of learning so that he can reproduce
the education in his own son.

- Phase 2 of Level IN Oand a man of understanding shall attain
unto wise counsel: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation;
the words of the wise, and their dark sayiays

- Caveat: This is an area where | must admit that my own
understanding is pretty vagueNand where my thinking on it gets

really thin! | may be wrong in what IOm about to sayNor at least |

may have to come back to this some time and make some adjustments
in what my understanding is at the moment.

- Because as | said before, when it comes to what (:6) describes, IOm
pretty settled in my thinking that Proverbs chapters 30 & 31 are
certainly dealing with the proverbs that the remnant members who are
a man of understandirgre going to have the capacityitterpret

and arehe words of the wisend thedark sayingghat they will

instruct the other members of the remnant about N it may well be

that there is more to it than thatNor that it staslier in the book

of Proverbs than that.
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- So in light of that caveatNI am quite settled that when it comes to
Phase 2 of Level lllgd man of understanding shall attain unto wise
counsel N that when it comes to the corresponding doctrine for the
members of the remnant of Israel to operate Nvoverbs chapters

30 & 31 areprophesies dealing with that time, and thelp contain the
proverbs, the words of the wise, and their dark sayibas | also

think that when it comes to the corresponding doctrinal setttain
matches up with being thaman of understandinghere is something
youOQre alerted to beginning of Proverbs 25 that seems to indicate that
what is set forth in ch. 25 through ch. 29 deals directly with Phase 2 of
Level lIl.

- And it just may be that they are also of the nature that is described
by Proverbs 1:6.

- But either way, | believe weOre on firm ground to say that what is
contained in Proverbs chapters 25-29 form the corresponding doctrinal
section for the members of the remnant of Israel when God resumes
and fulfills His program with Israel.

- Because when you get to Proverbs 25-29, my understanding is that
youOre made aware that these following proverbs araé¢pdrated
from the rest of the proverbs.

- Notice that when you get to chapter 25, all of a sudden, the
normalcy of the proverbs gets interrugted

- Pro. 25:1 N OThese are also proverbs of Solomon, which
the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied@ut

- All these proverbs that begin in ch. 25 and run to the end of
ch. 29 are set aside as being very distinct

- And in accordance with their placemithieyOre placed at
the end of the proverbs that have brought you to the
conclusion of Level |l sonship edification

- Soby default, these proverbs beginning at ch.az®
supposed to line up with Level III of sonship edification.

- But because of what the Table of Contents tells you about
what Phase 1 of Level lll is going to consist ofNand that is of
going back over the curriculum of Level | & LevelNIso
thatautomatically tells you that these proverbs that begin in
ch. 25 and run to the end of ch.D® NOT match up with
Phase 1 of Level lll, but that they must have something to do
with Phase 2 of Level III.
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- And as weQOve point outNand interestingly enoughNyouOQre told in
Pro. 1:6 that what theman of understandinggho hasattained unto

wise counselis going to be dealing withN(:6) comes along and tells
you that part of it is going to consist dfo understand a proveriand

the interpretationE. N and that tells you to expect to find, as you
get to theend of Level Il, that there is a section of the proverbs
themselves that are marked off as to be separated from the rest of the
proverbshat are to be picked wgfter the son has gone back over the
previous proverbs that comprise the curriculum for Level | & 1l and
he (the son) haacreased learningnd becoma man of
understandinfjand the Father has given those things that come from
His own personal experiense the son caattain unto wise counsels

- And it may be that itOs the information contained in
Proverbs 25-29 that the Father is going to utilize in
connection with giving His socounsekndwisdominto the

experienceaspect of it.

- Because as you go though those proverbs in ch. 25-29, they
do have to them agxperiential-type nature!

- And it could very well be that they come along to assist the
Father in imparting to the son the experience aspdhe
curriculum (both educational-wise, aodpositionwise) that
brings about thattainment unto the wise counstiat

finishes off the sonOs edification.

- And | believe that an honest handling of ch.25-29 causes
you to realize that experiential-type nattirat they have
whereby just a reading over of them lets you realize that there
is somethinglistinct about them.

- They seem to address some rather diffiaoti_ complex
aspects to the experiential application of the wisdom of the
sonship curriculum.

- Pro. 25:1-7Ne>~<perience of kings & princes
- Pro. 25:21-22Nquoted by Paul in Rom. 12 in the
OjusticeO section.

- And now we can get back to those verses in chapter 26 that
| alerted you to some time backNand now that youOve had

a lot of time to deal with them, we can say some things about them.
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- Pro. 26:4-5N this is a good example of some Level lll/Phase 2
critical discernment and perception amde counseléxperience-
wise) that the son attains unto.

- This is also a passage that many Bible scoffers like to pick
on as proof that the Bible has mistakes in itNor that it doesnOt
make any senseNor that it needs to be re-translated or
whatever. (unreliable, out of date, hard to understand, etc.)

- This is a classic example of not only having to appreciate what is going on in
Level lll and Phase 2 where the son has beaman of understandirend
hasattained unto wise counsdisbut it is also a great example of not having

a prayer of ever understanding whatOs going on here unless youOve paid careful
attention to the context of this passage (and not just within this chapter, but
within the entire scope of sonship edification and especially the kind/nature of
Level Ill sonship edification).

- And in connection with the son beiagman of understandirgnd him

attaining unto wise couns@lsvell, part of thatwise counselss that, in view

of everything heOs been learning through Level | & Il and Phase 1 of Level Ill,
he has developed a reatitical, perceptiveness connection with thenotives
behindQUESTIONS that get asked to him, and questions that gets put to him

- And he comes to the pointNand is put in the position whereby heOs able to
now DEFEND the truth.

- And when you put it into the arena_of natural soriShgs able to
defendhis fatherOs businessNand his fatherOs ethicsNand the
methodology and outworking of his fatherOs businessN heOs able to
defendthe honesty of it, the integrity of itNheOs able to defaraty
business decision his father makes andtibahakes now as heOs able
to independently do things on his own N and heOs able to deal with
any and althallengesthat come against what his fatherOs business is
all about and the cause of it all.

- And part of theskill the son develops in connection with that, is to know
when to answer somediand when not to answer somediend when a
particular kind of answer is necessagd when another kind of answer is
necessary when dealing with someone

- And he can do that because by now he has enough understandihgwas to
the human spirit works (as a by-produce of sonship edificationNit gives you a
degree in psychology [so to speak]) as a result of the sheer amount of
information that God has revealed as to how the human spirit functions
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- And God has given the Level Il son a great amount of information that is
designed to demonstrate the perfect way in which His words are designed to
perfectly fit the human spirit He created so that thereOs just a natural
development in a son for the mechanics and the operations of the human
spirit.

- And the son is not only able to perceive it in himself, as well as working in
othersNbut heOs also able to perceive it INCORREC®p#&trating in others!

- And heOs able to OreadO others just by what comes out of their mouth; and
the kind of questions he asks themNand by the probing he does with them.

- And when a person is backed into a corner and begins to challenge what the
son says, heOs able to properly respond to it in a godly way.

- By the wayNthis is why the doctrine in the pastoral epistles that is designed
for the bishop/pastor of the local assemblyNitOs why the doctrine is put
together the way in which itOs put together N itOs to develop that skill in the
bishops and deacons.

-For ex., | Tim. 6 N3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not

to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to
the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud,

knowing nothing, but doting about questions E.

- And PaulOs able to come along and give a psyco-analysis of that
person (pastor) who has been given the corrective doctrine, not to be
a teacher of the law, and not to be teaching other doctrines and

so forthNand if he wonQ@bnsentand wonOt change his mindNPaul
then gives a detailed psyco-analysis of that manOs human spirit by the
effectual working of GodOs wordNand he describes exactly whatOs
taking place in that manOs thinking and the operations of his
conscienceNand he tells Timothy exactly whatOs going to take place

if he continues dealing with that manNand that if he doesnOt change
his mind to withdraw himself from him because itOs not worth it!

- But my point in that is just to point up how, when a man like a pastor who
gets to that Level llman of understandingtature gains a skillfulness in
regards to being able to OreadO peopleNand knowing vidwitsh and
unlearned questiors (Il Tim.2:23) as opposed to a legitimate oneNand to
know when someone @oting about questiofand know how they are

trying to provoke you to anger, and to attempt to compartmentalize your
thinking and so forthNthose are the kind of skills that pastor attains unto.
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- Well, the issue now is that in this Level Ill sonship edification, thatOs the kind
of skillful son thatOs being talked about here in Proverbs 26.

- 4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.
5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.

- Here you have Solomon coming along and providing in a proverbial style of
communication, the criticalyise counsdhat aman of understandin@Phase 2
Level lll sonship edification son) is now being given so that he realizes when
itis and how itis, that he is to deal with particular kindsfesO

- That Level of a son is going to be dealing Wihblsall the timeNand this

kind of fool has already been described earlier on (especially in Level Il
sonship edificationNbecause the fool comes under a slight variation there
which thefool begins tachallengethe son who goes on and continues to grow.

- Thefool may indeed be a legitimate member of the remnant of Israel, or a
legitimate member of the church the body of ChristNbut heOs one whose ear
has become inclined to unsound doctrine, and he doesnOt heed the warning to
get back on track witthe doctrine which is according to godliness.

- And if he doesn't turn his ear away from it as he was warned:

(Proverbs 19:27-29)

27 Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from
the words of knowledge.

28 An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the
wicked devoureth iniquity.

29 Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the backs
of fools.

- At the end of chapter 19, tti@olsnow changeNand théools

attempt to get the son to throw in with them and to get him to cease
hearing the words of the Fatheerd tohear the instruction that
causeth to err from the words of knowledge

- And when a son gets affected by tbel, then he becomes one of thdsels
himselfNand thefoolsfrom chapter 20 on are primarily sons who have gotten
victimized by that aspect of the policy of éNdind thosefoolsactually end up
being a Othorn in the fleshO so to speak to the sons who go on!

- 1tOs both fascinating and frightening!
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- But the reason why this needs to be understood is because those fools need
to be answeredifferently depending upon what comes out of their mouth!

- Theyf)re always being given an opportunity to change their mind.
(TheyOre actually in a position where theyogmosing themselves

- And theyOre in a position where God gives them opportunity for
repentance to the acknowledging of the trihthat they may
recover themselves out of the snare of the deviim. 2:26)

- And so a son who isrman of understandinigas to know if he is getting a
foolish and unlearned questiémom one of theséolsNin which case heOs
not to answer him, lest he be like unto hif or whether heOs getting a
guestion that indicates that this guy is really starting to re-think some things,
and his question is really a product of some vestige of honesty of heart
beginning to expose itself in himNand in that case the sonasiswer that

fool, lest he be wise in his own conceit

- ThatOs why Paul goes on to say in Il Timothy 2:24

24 And the servant of the Lord must not str{tieat just fuels the
situation and that just plays into the fool®s hand) - but youOve got to
handle it just as Paul says thereNyouOve got teh#e unto all

men, apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that
oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to
the acknowledging of the truttyouOve got to realize that this is a
person who could, if there is any honesty of heart there, repent and
change his mind).

- And the son has to have the skillfulness to know what kirﬁdccbhg()s B
dealing withNand what kind of question heOs gettingNand thatOs whatOs
going on in that Proverbs 26:4-5 passage.

- And the information and theise counselthat comes through the last

section of the proverbs that pertains to Level Il sonship (ch. 25-29) provides
for that kind of discernment and perceptive wisdom that allow you to counsel
someone appropriately.

- And sometimes the counsel igou donOt answer therfl and sometimes
the counsel isyou need to answer them

- And you can see that very thing happen when you view the Lord
Jesus ChristOs earthly ministry in the gospel accounts!
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- And in 1l Timothy, Paul is dealing with a similar thing because from
chapter 2:16 to the end of verse 10 in chapter 3NheOs dealing with
foolish members of the church the body of Christ and the various
things that put them in the position of being fools

- And a son who ia man of understandingas the ability to evaluate and

make discerning judgments about just exactly what particular affects has that
tactic of the policy of evil produced upon the human spirit of that member of
the church the body of ChristNand the Level lIl sonship edification has the
capacity to impart that kind of skill to the son.

- And for us, itOs the curriculum for sonship edification PLUS the further
doctrine in the pastoral epistles produces in the pastor and the deacons that
kind of wise perceptionNand the ability to NOT do like JobOs friends did:
QWho is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowl€ige?

- Rather, youOre able to enlighten counsel by watbhsknowledgé

- And with that member of the church, the body of ChristNyouOre going to be
able to say things that either put down the arrogance (if itOksh and

unlearned question or youOre going to be able to say the things that are going
to OstrokeO (so to speak) or appeal to the little bit of honesty of heart thatOs
resurfacing in that saint, and feed it, and give it something to work on, and
something to grow and produce more of these honest questions to the point
where they reach a critical mass and God sees it and just as Paubsdid, O

will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the@wathd he can

Qecover out of the snare of the dedil

- Well, thatOs a brief discussion of where the Exhortadi@nsontained in the
book of Proverbs for Level IlINas well as the doctrinal sectioat deals with
the doctrine that the remnant of Isre#$e marandman of understandingill
operate on.

- Finally, IeEOs just take a look at the corresponding doctrine to Level Il in our
curriculumNin the epistles of the apostle Paul.

- My understanding is that the 2 letters of Paul to the Thessalonians make up
the doctrinal section for us in the dispensation of graceN(along with having
gone over the entire curriculum again from Rom. 8:14-Colossians).

- The doctrine for the members of the church the body of Christ
for Level Il is found in | & Il Thessalonians .
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- Again, | must admit that when it comes to really having a full understanding
and appreciation for everything that these 2 epistles are designed to doNI
recognize that | still havenOt got a real good grip on it.

- But thatOs not to say that there arenOt some things that are obvious and
recognizable about them where you can clearly see that they do, indeed,
match up to the issues that surround a Level Ill son.

- And the understanding that | do have about them right now is that they
naturally fall along the lines of, and correspond with the 2 Phases of Level Ill.

- Therefore:
- | Thessalonians deals with Phase 1 of Level Ill.
- Il Thessalonians deals with Phase 2 of Level IlI.

- Now when | say they deal with those phasesNyou have to bear in mind that
due to (especially) what Phase 1 deals withNlike IOve said before, youOre not
going to go to | Thessalonians and find the entire curriculum laid back out for
the Father and the son to go over it againNthatOs already been written, and
thatOs where you would go back over it.

- So, because of that, | wouldnOt expect to find any OnewO information in the
Thessalonian lettersNbut | would expect to find them addressing those saints
along the lines of exhortations, warnings, support, encouragement, and
dealing with any problems associated with a Level Ill son as he is that wise
man doing what he has to do to get to be a man of understanding attaining
unto wise counsels.

- And especially | would expect to find sections in them that address
the kind of opposition and resistance theyOlIl be facing from the
Satanic policy of evil.

- And | believe all that rings trueNbecause | do find those kind of things
being addressed by Paul.

- And the nature or tone of the letters just underscores all the more
that Paul is addressing saints who have reached an unprecedented
level of edificational growth than in any of his other lettersNthis is
the assembly that is doing it all right and godly and effectuallyNand
it is clearly the most advancedNneeding very little information given
to itNand in some cases none at all!
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- Examples:

- Level llINPhase 1

-1 Thessalonian§lthe first 2 chapters: are actually dealing with Paul
recounting what he did when he was thereNhow they responded to
his doctrine/words (2:13) - why he did what he did, etc.

- And you donOt see new information being givenNbut you do
see information about taking what they already know and to
increase it and abound in what theyOre doing as they are
increasing learning.

-3:12-13 (:12) - note: iALreas®
- 4:9-10 (:10) - Dcreas®©

- That increasing learning is whatOs to be going on in Phase 1 of Level
l1l, and thatOs what you see the Thessalonians doingNas the example
for the members of the church the body of Christ in this dispensation
of grace! (And thatOs what these letters are doingNsetting forth for

us an example/ensample of those that are fully educated and fully
edified sons).

- Because when you read these 2 epistles, itOs like youOre
being let in on a conversation or dialog between Paul as a
Level 11l son and the bishop/father of these who are likewise
Level 1l sonsNand we really get to see the inner nature of
what that Level of sonship edification is genuinely like!

- Level llINPhase 2

- 1l ThessaloniandNit seems that it sets forth some definite examples

of thatman of understandingho hasattained unto wise counselsut

I think it also acts much like those Corinthian and Galatian epistles
(and the Philippian & Colossian epistles) in the sense of addressing
some of the problems and opposition associated with Phase 2 of Level
[l

- As a Level lll sonNthe information contained in Il Thessalonians
provides for you to counteract the affects of the policy of evil against
you.
- 1/3 of the book is actually taken up with a particular kind of
an attack of the policy of evil and issues surrounding that.

- (see 2:1-5)
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- In chapter 1 you get information that addresses how they are to deal
with the afflictions they were experiencingNand they are given some
additional information that is to comfort them by its effectual

working. (1:5-10)

- And again, | really think Il Thessalonians is the information that
a Level Il son needs to have in order to deal with some of the
advanced tactics of the policy of evil against him

- And | donOt think that Il Thess. so much aligns itself to the issue of
Phase 2 of Level llINthenan of understanding shall attain unto wise
counselger se, because | donOt think a body of information is what
the son is given as much as it is the experience fattgaling with
problems and opposition in the education as well as the methodology
of learning.

- Because wise counsels is gained by the expermmteise
of the doctrine/curriculumNnot by getting another body of
information.

- But itOs interesting that, as you look at hdlvessalonians (yes, | Thes$
comes to a close, itOs apparent to me that at least some in their midst had
attained unto wise counsels

-1 Thess. 5:14-23

- When you read that list of thingsNquite franklyNmost, if not all

of those things mentionedNyou probably donOt really know what
Paul meansNespecially in the context of sonship edification (and

not just some kind of systematic, categorical/compartmentalized way)

- But notice that Paul doesreé®plain what they mean: they already
know!
- They know how toRtomfort the feebleminded, support the
weak etc., etc. 3 3
- (:25) pray for usNthey knew what to pray forNPaul
doesnOt tell them what to pray for, they knew!

- So there has to be attainment unto wise couns@s some level,

or Paul couldnOt talk to them that wayNand | believe that in some
ways this parallels that issue of those Thessalonian saints
understandinghe words of the wise, and their dark sayings!
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- Finally, while Level | seems to take a very long time (and it does) N Level Il
is going to take less timeNand Level Il is going to take even less time.

- And that should be very naturalNand that should make perfect sense.

- So there it isNthatOs my understanding of the background information a saint
needs to have in order to intelligently understand and appreciate what Paul
says in Romans 8:14-15 E

14 For as may as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father.

-1 don®t mean to say that all that weOve gone over for the past year
tells us what vs. 14 & 15 are all aboutNbut that thatOs the kind of
background and frame of reference you are expected to have by the
time you get there!

- THE END
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-BACK TO ROMANS 8:14-39.

- While it is an exciting thing to have come from where we were a year ago
up to todayNgetting all of the necessary background and frame of reference
to what it means to God to badopte® - and what we were expected to
already know abouhe adoption of sonshen God gave the framework or

Table of Contents for it back in Proverbs N and while we have a lot of things
we now know that causes us to be really excited and enthused about sonship
and sonship edification N the truth of the matter is, no one in hererisaa O

of understandin@ or awise ma® or even ay@ung ma - and | suspect that

no one in here is even aiMple€ son yet!

- Because the truth of the matter is, all weOve done over this past year is to
talk about the sonship edification we are going to receive N we really
havenOt even begun the process of sonship edification yet E. until today!

- And it all begins with Romans 8:14-15

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father.

- But before we begin with (:14), N since weOve been gone for a while from
the book of RomansNI believe the wisest thing to do is for us to get ourselves
back into the flow of the doctrine and the context that leads up to 8:14.

- Q: How many of you have re-read Romans 8 over the break?
(How about Romans 6, 7, and 87?)

- Well, since there are many issues that have been dealt with and should be
effectually working in your heart at this point N issues that make it so that

the terms and phrases that get brought up in Romans 8:14 ff donOt just happen
in a vacuum, but that those things said in the last half of Romans 8 have had
something already said that should have started generating certain thoughts
and certain thinking in your mind by the time you get thereNI think itOs
appropriate to just say a couple of things about what weOve covered so that we
approach sonship as it begins in vs.14 with some intelligenceNsome godly
intelligence.

- Also, this will give me a chance to correct some things that were
badly taught in a particular passage in Romans 8. (:9)
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- Firstof all: - read Romans 6:1-13 (and :14)
- read Romans 8:1-13

- And itOs important to review this because weOve had to un-learn so many
things we were badly taught from systematic, categorical theology (dishonest
Bible handling) Nand weOve had to learn things GodOs way, and weOve had to
learn to use the words God Himself uses.

(Which almost no pastor or Bible teacher ever uses!)

- For exampleNwe used to talk about being OspiritualO - and we would define
being OspiritualO by saying that you had to be E. what??? E Ofilled with the

SpiritO E or having your sins confessed E and talked about the spiritual state

as being Oin fellowshipO with God.

- But thatOs not how God talks about it at all!

- We talked about Ospiritual maturityO (which is a valid, Biblical
concept) - but really no one | ever heard talk about it ever clearly
defined it in the terms of the Bible!

- What is the terminology or phraseology God uses when He wants you using
when you are talking about being OspiritualO and not OcarnalO???

- When God talks about you putting your sanctified, functional life
(all that God has made you to be in Christ, position-wise) into
practiceNwhat is His term (or phrase) that He uses and wants you to
use?

- A: a Christian who is OspiritualO\galing after the Spirth
and a Christian who is OcarnalOvalking after the flesh!

- Q: But how is it that youvaalk after the Spirtd - how is that done?
- (review chapter 8Nsee other book)

- And that takes me to one final issue before we begin at 8:14Nand that is the
issue of how badly | taught a passage in these first 13 verses that not only has,
but if I donOt correct it, it will continue causing confusion.

- Romans 8:Nthe Oindwelling® of the Holy Spirit.
- This is a classic case of where | ran my own nose right into the door
(so to speak) because of the kind of sloppy Bible doctrine that comes
from sloppy Bible handling of systematic/categorical teaching!!!
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- Remember that after you get through the first 13 verses of Romans chapter
6, your next body of information that runs from vs. 15 through the end of
chapter 7Nhas taught you how NOT to put your position and identity in
Christ into practice.

- In other words, you doot INive unto Godwith functional life in
righteousnesgnder the laviNand you do not producéuit unto
holinessunder the law

- And at first all youOre told as to how you f@ctionallylive unto
Godandproduce fruit unto holiness: @nder graceO

- And that causes a major question to arise in your thinking: well
then, just how do | functionalljve unto God under graGe How

does that get done? YouOve told me what NOT to do, but you still
havenOt told me what TO doNor how, mechanically, that gets
accomplished without it being just a theory or guesswork or anything
along those lines.

- And this is critical because you not only have to be able to clearly
identify and clearly define the mechanical means for having

functional (sanctified) lifeinder gracélbut this is going to be one of

the most attacked areas of your life by the Adversary, whoOs going to
attempt to get you de-sanctified and living under the law and putting
you to functional death!

- So really, the first 13 verses of Romans chapter 8 are designed to give you a
full, detailed analysis of how a saint is to functiondilhg unto Godand
producefruit unto holiness

- Those 13 verses give you all you need to know about how to

identify and define the mechanical means for putting your sanctified
position in Christ into practiceNand to have the details and features
properly installed in your mind so that you hasolute confidence

in knowing when youOre doing it and when youOre notNand when itOs
working and when itOs not.

- In essence, itOs the first 13 verses of Romans 8 that teach you how to be
what we used to call Obeing in fellowshipO (if you have to use that expression)
with GodNor what we used to call, Obeing spiritual.O

- All of the mechanics are given thereNand all of the details and
components so that they are knowaldentifiable and definable
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- Romans 8:1-4 N tells us that, based upon the effectual working of what
Romans 6:15-7:25 has done, when you put your sanctified position in Christ
into practiceunder graceyouOre natondemnedto functional death, but you
are now doing what God wants you doing in order to be Qin fellowshipO with
Him: youOrevalking after the Spirifwalking after [consistent with] all that

the Spirit has made you to be in Christ.)

- And so sure is the functional life-giving powenvedilking after the
Spiritthat it can be considered &@®WO N just as any tested and
proven scientific law.

- And the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jes(¥ghich is the fully
proven Olaw of the landO so to speak for all those saintsalkafter
the Spirit under gragemakes youree from the law of sin and death
(which is the fully proven Olaw of the landO under the 10
commandments and the law of Moses).

- Furthermore, there are features contained in the Redemption that the
Lord Jesus Christ provided for us that made it sodiman the flesh
gotcondemnedl and we donOt have to work or strive or struggle to
produce our own sanctification-type righteousness by using the law to
do it; but ChristOs redemptive work has made it so that the very
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in wkhen wewalk after the Spirit.

- Therefore, @alking after the Spirtdis the overall expression for us being Qin
fellowshipO N or better, for us being functionadljve unto God

- But now that has to be definadd the components of the mechanical means
by which that gets done has to be identified and fully understood by the
saintNand verses 5-11 provide for thatNthatOs thea® of the whole
thingNthe main body of informatioifof detailed information) for what

walking after the Spirits all about!

- And there are 2 major parts or components to getting the job of
Qwalking after the Spird done (to get that accomplished):

- (:5-8) form the 1st part N and the 1st part deals with what
goes on in youmind/thinking Nand the issue becomes one
of what you are OmindingO - what becomes the life of your mind.

- And by minding the things of the Spirjtthe mind becomes
OspiritualO (influenced by the Spirit of God) - and that takes
care of the Oinner manO - but what about the body?
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- And that takes us to the 2nd Part of the main body of information as to how
we are to put our sanctified position in Christ into practicevlking after

the Spirit under gracél and that has to do with olBODY Nour mortal

body of corruption we still have after being justified unto eternal lifeNa body
with sin still in its members!

- And (:9-11) deals with that in great detail & definition &
identifiable componentsNnot just some OtheoryO!

- BUT! here is where | failed to get it right the first time we went over this!

- My failure to properly & adequately teach this the first time we went over
this was due to the harm/damage that had been done to my own soul by
systematic, categorical, and exegetical theologyNand all that being my
approach to OBible studyO and to Bible handling and Bible teaching!

- Here is a classic example (the greatest one, so far) of how
exegeting from the Greek, combined with years of damage from
systematic/categorical Bible doctrine had so set myfoavne of
referenceand my ownvocabulary so that when | hit this passage, |
didnOt stand a chance of getting it right!

- | came up against some terminology, and with the help of Greek
exegesis, | completely veered off from the context of the passage,
and | wound up making a confusing mess out of the whole thingN
(really:9, 10, and 11).

- And because of that, it was impossible for the effectual working of
the doctrine to its job in our inner man!

- And before God, before you, the angels, and anyone else who cares
to listen: | was wrongNIl am embarrassedNand IOm now going to
make it right!

-Verses 5, 6, 7, and 8 have just set forth whatrieisnessvise that has to be
operating in our mindsNin order tevalk after the Spiriin righteousness and
producefruit unto Godby living unto God\l we have to beminding the
things of the Spirjtandnot minding the things of the flesh

- Verse 8 making a mini-conclusion that say$o @hen they that are
in the flesh cannot please GGd.

- And if we follow what we were all taught by ICE teaching, tBarO in (:9)
doesnOt make any senseNin fact the whole first sentence in (:9) makes no
sense.
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- And 10l tell you right up front what was one of the main things that tripped
me up: it was terminologNin fact, it was one specifigvord:

- It was the word @vellO in verse 9!

- Q: When a person gets saved (justified unto eternal life) - do they, at some
time after that, do they receive the Holy Spirit?

- In other words, like the Pentecostals/Charismatics believe,
do you have a Osecond blessingO or at some other time do you
get OslainO in the Spirit?

- No. of course not.

- But whatdo we sayNthat is, what do we call it when you get saved
and you get the Holy Spirit at the exact same time youOre saved???

- We would say that a person is at that time what???

- We would say that a person, at the same time heOs saved, he gets
indwelt by the Holy Spirit? Right?

- We always said (were taught to believe) that: OAIl believers have the
indwelling of the Holy Spiri{permanent indwelling); but not all
believers arefllled with the SpiritO Right???

-WRONG! That is absolutely wrong! And you canOt prove it in the
Bible! God never says that, and God never teaches you that N in
fact, a man had to teach you that!

- God doesnOt use those words that way. ThatOs not GodOs terminology
and thatOs not GodOs phraseology!

- And if youOre going to learn this rightNif itOs going to
effectually work in your inner manNyou have to use GodOs
words the way He uses them! (And if you do, youOll never go
wrong!)

- LetOs prove this right off the batNletOs prove that God never uses the term
QiwellO or OindwellingO to call what happens when you get justified/saved in
connection with you receiving the Holy Spirit at that exact same moment.

- Truth is, the Bible never once uses the word Oindwell® at all!
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- Romans 5:5
- Q: What is the word God uses to describe the believer
receiving the Holy Ghost (the 3rd member of the Godhead)
at the moment he is justified/saved?
-A: QuivenO

- ThereOs a difference between begige@O the Holy Ghost and
the Holy Spirit @wvellingO in you! 1tOs NOT the same thing!!!

- And thereQs a difference between the Holy Ghost biiedN the
Holy Spirit Odwellingd in youNand tti#lidy of the Spiri©
mentioned in Ephesians 5:18 N those are NOT talking about the
same thingsNthose are all different things!!! dBferentthings!)

- This just points up the kind of sloppy thinking that comes from dishonest
Bible handlingNfrom systematic theology and ICE teachingNsloppy,
shallow, and confusing Bible teaching!

- The truth is, by the time you get to Romans 8NyouOve already been told that
you were @ivenO the Holy Ghost (3rd member of the Godhead).

- And thatOs the term Gants you to useNand thatOs the proper way to
think about it when you want to describe the fact that every believer in this
dispensation of grace in which we live automatically receives the Holy Ghost
at the moment of salvation: you wegv@rO the Holy Ghost at the point of
belief in Christ.

- Get it straight: every believer ggventhe Holy Ghost, automatically, at the
moment he/she believes in Christ!

- The Holy Ghost didnOt OindwellO youNand in fact, He doesnOt
QiwellO in you yetNnot until something else takes place so He can
QiwellO in you!

- And that takes us to a closer examination of Romans 8:9.

- The truth is, if you follow the context and the logic of what Paul says in

verses 5-8 (especially :8) N verse 8 really doesnOt have any power or weight

to it at all if you are automaticallyrCthe Spiri© sincet®e Spirit of God

dwells in yo® N do you see that? do you see that Bwe@in (:9) as well

as the remainder of the first sentence doesnOt make sense if thatOs the truth of
the matter?
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- Once you understand and appreciate the 1st Padlking after the Spirit
i.e., that itOs accomplishedrbinding the things of the Spidhd not by
minding the things of the flelland then it can have that devastating sub-
conclusion of (:8)OSo then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.O

- Then (:9) comes along and opens up with tBatt® N and that one word
alone tells you that you (as a believer in Christ) - you, as a believedealdt
either ban the fleshor you could bén the SpiriNand it all depends upon the
condition found in theif conditional clause!

- And that OifO is what most Christians donOt want to acknowledge or
deal withNan element of contingency (a possibility) - something that
has to occur that qualifies you to be the SpiriO!

- This same thing is going to occur in Romans 8:17Nand most Bible
teachers and most Christians read this (and change the reading and
meaning in their head when they read it) to say and mean that all
believers areja@int-heirs with ChrisD - when they are NOT!

- In Romans 8:9, Paul says,

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you.

- And even though you can go to the Greek and say, OWeliftha O

a 1st class conditional clauseNit means Oif, and itOs trueOO N well, yes

it is a 1st class conditionNbut you have to keep that within the context

of the passageNthat is, for a saint who has the effectual working of

all thatOs been said up to this point, if@bing to be true for themN

but that doesnOt mean that itOs a true blanket statement across the board
for any saint! Because like it or not (no matter how the conditional
clauses go) you still have that word OifO sitting there!

- In other words, the verse does NOT say, OBut ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spiribecausehe Spirit of God dwells in you.O or

OE sincethe Spirit of God dwells in you.O N noN it saydFOTHE
SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLS IN YOU.O

- In fact, if thatOs trueNif you are Oin the Spirit because/since
the Spirit of God dwells in you at the moment of salvationO,
then Paul wouldn't have to say what he does in the second
sentence at alll  (misunderstanding that one wdvee@

throws a monkey wrench into the entire passage!)
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- Does Goddwellin andwalkin every justified member of the body of
Christ? (this is where exists a lot of sloppiness in this doctrine caused by
systematic/categorical doctrinal teaching).

-1l Cor. 6 tells the saints (note they are already dsthesy are

already justified unto eternal life) N and yet he tells them and exhorts
them to separate from unbelievers that they were yoked to so that
God would Odwell in them and walk in themO (see Il Cor. 6:14-16)

- And if we hold to the idea (theory) that every person who gets justified is
indwelt by the Holy SpiritNthen you have to conclude that what it says down
in (:11) applies to every believer! N that every believer experiences (at the
moment of justification) the Oquickening of their mortal body by his Spirit that
dwells in you® N and you know thatOs not the case N and that totally ruins
the context of dealing here with the issue of sanctification and not the issue of
justification (that has already been put to bed, so to speak at the end of chapter
5)m

- Are all believers in Christ functionally alive unto God in time on

planet earth in their mortal body???

- That makes all this work weOve been done sensele§s! If tpe whole
issue of our sanctified walk is just an automatic thingNwhatOs the
point?

- In fact, very few Christians are functionally alive unto God with the
Spirit of God dwelling in them producing fruit in their mortal bodies
that God can acceptNthat the extreme exception, not the rule!

- So we have to realize and really appreciate that when God uses the term
QlwellO HeOs not talking about anything that occurs automaticallyNeither
with the Spirit of God, or with God Himself!

- And this means that there is another thing You()re going to have to
get used to in your thinking and your talkingNand that is that the
OdwellingO or OindwellingO of the Holy Spirit is NOT permanent!

- In fact, He only dwells in you when certain conditions are met!
(And theyOre all spelled out for you in the first 8 vs. of Rom. 8)!

- So when youOre talking about the issuela®D - of theSpirit of God
dwelling in youN that issue ofdwellis the issue of being at home, to abide in
a place or state or conditionNto occupy as a place of residence E E E
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E E E but the critical shade of meaning thatiwell hasNand that causes you
to realize what is going on here in the context of our sanctified position in
Christ being put into practiceNis that when ydwell somewhere you do so
for the purpose adoing somethingfrom that residence.

- And that even comes out when we say, for example, OHey, letOs stop
here - | want to dwell here awhile.O N the idea being that | want to
stay here for a while because there is something | waldi to

- And thatOs the pointNwhen certain conditions are met, the Spirit of God that
you weregivenwhen you were saved begins dwelling in you because He
wants todo somethingNHe wants to do something specific (in this context) to
your mortal body! (to produce functional life!)

- And when you get all this straight (especially when you get off on the right
foot) - all these uses dfivell (1x in :9; and then 2x in :11) they all match up
perfectly!

- So is all that making sense so far???

- If you say OYesO - then if | say, Ok then, bemgh® Spiri© (:9) is
predicated upon th®pirit of God dwellindn you [not when youOfiled with
the Spiril. (For the youngsters in the assembly, Beingli Spiri© can only
happen when the Spirit of Galavellsin you first.

- In other words, a believer in Christ is not automaticallghe Spirit

- (ThatOs an easy one.)

- And the only way a believer in Christ canibehe Spiritis when the
Spirit of God dwells in him

- (ThatOs a little tougher.)

- And that means that having tBeirit of God dwell in yois NOT

an automatic/permanent thing! (ThatOs where we part ways with
unbiblical systematic theologyNbecause they use the tefweliD or
indwell differently than God doesNand that makes for a great deal
of confusion and corrupted doctrine).

- The correct, Biblical, godly term that God uses, and that He wants
you to use for the permanent/automatic receiving of the Holy Ghost at
the point of salvation is: giverO you weregiverQ the Holy Ghost at
the moment you were saved, you were not OindweltO by Him!
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- All believers in Christ argiventhe Holy Ghost the moment they
are saved/justified unto eternal life.

- Not all believers areithe SpiriD N you only becomeiidthe
SpiritO wherthe Spirit of God dwells in you

- The dwelling of the Spirit of God is not automatic nor is
it permanent.

- Once the Spirit of Godwellsin you byminding the things of the
Spirit, then the believer BEGINS the process of beiitigdwith the
Spirit.O (thélling of the Spiritis not instantaneous!)

- And once the Spirit of Godwellsin you and you ari the Spirit
then you begimlrinking into that one SpiritNand you continue
drinking until you are illedO.

- | Corinthians 12:12-13 (:13)

12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and
all the members of the one body, being many, are one body:
so also is Christ.

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

- Is all that clear? Makes sense? Any problems?
- Then once you anmminding the things of the Spiriind because of
that, the Spirit of Godwellingin you, He is going tquicken your
mortal body by his Spirit that dwelleth in ypti1).

- And when thatOs done, youOre then ready to beiginkinto that
one SpiriN and how is that going to get done

- That gets done when the Spirit of Aeddsyou through the
curriculum for sonship edification! (Rom. 8:14)

- And this is so painstakingly spelled out to youNitOs analyzed and
given a full-blown explanation here so that youOve got the kind of
confidenceand the level of confidende know what itis, when itOs
being done and working in you; and what it6ts and when itOs not
working in you! (ThatOs why you need to know the details of it and
all of the features of itNso you have absolute confidence in it without
a shadow of a douth)
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- And | just want to say againNif you go to the Greek to prove thatifi@ O

clause (ibso b&) is a 1st class conditional clause = meaning if, and itOs true,
you are, and all believers are indwelled by the Spirit automatically and
permanently at the moment of salvafitthen youOre going to run into a

hornetOs nest in vs. 11 N because youOre going to have to say that all believers
also permanently and automatically have their mortal bagiekenedl

which is saying that all believers are functionally alive and able to produce

fruit unto holiness automatically and permanently regardless of either sin in

their life or living under the law{beingin the fleshandcarnal: it doesnOt matter)

- And the only way around that is some fancy exegetical footwork
youQre going to have to tamper with the words of God and youQOre
going to have to alter the words of God to get yourself out of the
mess your in!!!

- 10m not denying these are 1st class conditionsNIOm just
saying that there has to be some other way to understand the
usage of 1st class conditionsN(and there is) N because to do
otherwise is to corrupt and deny the context of the entire
passage!!!

- Now, with all that straight, these 3 verses (:9, 10 & 11) make perfect sense!

-So, (:9) N OBut ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
(slide #43) Spirit of God dwell in you.

- If youOreminding the things of the Spifitf who the Spirit

of God has made you to be in Christ by baptizing you into
Jesus Christ, just as 6:3-4 taught you) - if thatOs the life of your
mind now, then the Spirit of Gatdivellsin you.

- And since this is designed to give you a full-blown analysis of the
mechanical means for how walking after the Spirit is accomplished
so that you have the confiderioknowing how itOs done and that it

is being doneNthen you should appreciate why Paul has to say the
last sentence of (:9) E

ONQW if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his.O (slide #43)

- 1tOs appropriatnd itOs necessdoy Paul to say what he does in the
last half of (:9) and the first half of (:10) N because thereBiSa
difference between having ti&pirit of Christgiven to you at the
moment you got saved, and Bpirit of God dwelling in ydu
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- If you do not have (i.e., if you havenOt begve@}he Spirit of
Christ,then youOneone of hidN youOre not even saved/justified
in the first place!

- And what that does is make the distinction (a very vital and critical
distinction) for us N it says, OLook, when weOre talking about you
walking after the Spiriin righteousness and putting your functional,
sanctified life_into practice successfullyweOrenot talking about
merely having the Spirit that you were given at the moment you were
saved N so donOt confuse the i¢€ue

- Functional life will never be produced merely by having bgan
the Spirit of Christat salvation N no N (functional life is possible
because as the last half of (:10) sdy#d,the Spirit idife because of
righteousnegsN but functional life will only be produced bghe
Spirit of Goddwellingin youandquickening your mortal bodly

- So if Paul doesnOt say what he does in the second half of (:9), then
there is a real possibility for confusion and ambig(dtyd the real
danger: DOUBTFULNESS anduncertainty !)

- Now that brings us to this issue for the shift in terminology in the 2
sentences of (:9) N fromtle Spirit of Go® to the Spirit of ChrisO

- In order to give clear understanding of the distinction being made
here between what you get (3rd member of the Godhead-wise) when
in sanctification you are functionally aliveNand what you got at the
moment you were saved and became eternally aliveNPaul shifts the
terminology from @e Spirit of Go® to the Spirit of ChrisO

- Qhe Spirit of ChrigD is the proper phrase to use to express exactly
what you got the moment you were justifitie last sentence of (:9)
says,Now if any man have ndte Spirit of Christ he is none of his.

- In other words, OIf you donOt have the Spirit which is given to you
when you trusted Christ as your savior, then you arenOt even a
believerNand none of this even applies to you!

- (You need to go back to the gospel of Christ and get saved
and get the initial giving of the Holy Ghost as spoken of back
there in Romans 5:5!)

- Qhe Spirit of Chrigd = what you got the moment you were saved.
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- By the way, the real shift in terminology isnOt so much from the
phrase Spirit of God to Spirit of ChrisO N (thatOs significant) N

but more significant than that is the shift from the phrase back in 5:5
(Holy GhosO to Spirit of ChristO

- You got the 3rd member of the Godhetiwe (Holy Ghogtwhen He
wasgivento you at the moment you were justifiedNfurthermore
thereOs an operationfunction or ministry of the Holy Ghost (hence
the shift fromGhostto Spirit) that He performed the moment you got
justifiedNHe baptized you into Jesus ChrisiiNd ashe Spirit of

Christ, He fully identified you with the Lord Jesus ChristNhence, the
proper expressiontt@ Spirit of ChrisO

- ThatOs the natural and proper way to understand and
appreciate itNand to state itwhen youOre talking about
eternal life in justification

- But then when youOre talking about functional life in sanctification
the proper expression ith® Spirit of Go® N because now youQOre
dealing with another different kind of an operation of the Holy Ghost
when youOmealking after the Spiriby minding the things of the

Spirit wherebythe Spirit of God dwells in you

- And itOs calledit® Spirit of Go® because the whole purpose behind
the dwelling of the Spirit in you is to take the heart of God and impart
His heart to your heart N the heart of the Father to the heart of the son!

- So the stage is set for setting forth the mechanical means by which a full-
blown appreciation for what it meanswalk after the Spirits all about by
what all of (:9) says.

- Then verse (:10) comes along and states the dileimih@& question you still
have hanging in your thinking about how you artivi® unto Godn
functional life (sanctification-wise).

- YouOve got a problem and a question about your mortallbody
because you were told that sin is still in the members of your mortal
body back in chapter 6!

- The mindhas been dealt with because as yood the things of the
Spirit, theSpirit of God dwells in yoin order to begin doing a whole
bunch of things thatOs going to produce functional life and fruit unto
God/holinessNbut what about my mortal body???
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- So the first clause of (:10) saysd if Christ be in you, the
body is dead because of sin;

- (Note the easy connection thatOs now been established
whereby the flawless terminology aERyistO perfectly
matches up withtte Spirit of Chrigd N dealing with what
you got themoment you were save@nd believed in Christ

as your savioy

- But thatOs the dilemmaven though 1Om justified unto
eternal lifeNI still have a body thas dead because of $in
(sin in itOs members)

- And itOs going to take 2 parts to fully deal with this and to give you a full
understanding and appreciation for the mechanics of how you confidently and
successfully can put your sanctified position into practice when youOre
walking after the Spirit under gra@ndnot after the flesh under the law

- And the second clause of (:10) provides you with the understanding
and appreciation that even though you®dyis functionallydead
because of sin(ut the Spirit is life because of righteousiiz$é

that is, by being givethe Spirit of Chrisat the moment you were

saved, that Spirit has the power to, and is the custodian of, producing
functional life, even in your mortal body.

- In other words, the last half of (:10) provides you with the
understanding that God has, by giving yoe Spirit of ChristHe has
provided you with the capacity to resolve your dilertirf@bout your
mortal body with sin in its members)

- Then (:11) takes up with thaB@ ifO N and that picks up with that element
of contingency that was stated back in (:9f §@be that the Spirit of God
dwell in yoD].

- So if youOre justified, you hathe Spirit of Chridilyour body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteouSbgssrtue of
being giverthe Spirit of Christit salvation, you have tleapacity within you
for resolving all the dilemma concerning your mortal body

- And furthermore, (:11) sayBut if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the deadlwellin you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodieby his Spirit thatdwellethin you.
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- So after the 1st Part (vs. 10b) declares the capacity to resolve the dilemma
(:11) provideghe mechanical means by which the dilemma gets resolved

- And itOs not the automatic, permanent givinip@fSpirit of Christhat does
it, (that only provides theapacityto do it) N itOsthe Spirit of Godlwelling
in youthat is yours onlyi©so beO that Heloesdwellin you (because of you
minding the things of the Spithiat you were taught about in chapter 8 in
verses 5-8.

- (The terminology is so perfect and so specific so as to [if you follow
it] as to not allow you to go astray or get off course or get into some
kind of corrupt doctrine!)

- (This isnOt complicatedNbut it is complex!)
- Well, if you see all the proper connections hereNang youOre clear on whatOs
all going onNand if thatOs effectually working in youNthen the only other

thing to mention is that issue of whhe Spirit of Godloes to your mortal
body when Halwellsin you: He QuickengO it.

- (read [:11] N see other book org@icker©)

- Therefore, just to get back to the question | posed when | began to revisit this
passage: 10m OspiritualO or Oin fellowshipO when®22vhat

- By now you should confidently be able to state clearly the issue:
- 10m functionally alive unto God whewalk after the Spirit

- What does that mean?
- When Imind the things of the Spilill He has made me to be in
Christ) - and when | do, | aspiritually mindedmy mind becomes
spiritual, influenced by the Spirit of God).
- That, in turn, causes the Spirit of God twallO in me.

- And when that happens, the Spirit of Gamiicken) my mortal
body.
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- Which results in full, functional life:

- My inner man is functionally aliveN(my human spirit is
spiritual, notcarnal, and that takes what | think and
influences my soul to live like God.)

- And by thequickeningof the Spirit of Godmy mortal

body can now labor with God in all His businessN
(producingfruit unto holinessN and itOs all perfectly
acceptable to God because He, bydiace He has done all
the work in my human spirgnd soubnd even in my body

- And once you fully realize that and it makes the proper and deep impact itOs
supposed to makeNthe conclusion in (:12 & 13) has real weight and punch to
it

- (read Rom. 8:12-13)

- Now once weOve reviewed the doctrine of our sanctified position we now
have in ChristNand the issue of how to put that position successfully into
practiceN(not under the law, but under grgds and how the first 13 verses

of Romans chapter 8 give us the details of how that is to be doneNby the time
you get to the conclusion of verses 12-13, God has done some very important
things to your thinkingind to your vocabulary control

- That is, He has, by what HeOs said, and byalg¢HeOs said itNHe has
begun generating some critical and essential (godly) thinking in your heart.

- For example, you should be able to understand and appreciate why,
for the first time, Paul uses the worSi@itO (capitab) in Romans
8:1. (heOs usspirit [small case s] several times before)

- As well as understand and appreciate the progression of the
terminology and phraseology that gets developed throughout those
first 13 verses.

- Phrases like, waalk after the Spird - @e law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesud - éind the things of the Spioit-
Gpiritually minded® - @ the Spiri© - e Spirit of God -
Qhe Spirit of ChrigD - e Spirit dwelling in yod -
Qquicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
youO E. those all have a particuladentifiableand
definablemeaning; they all have a particular sense and
sequence to them; & they are all progressive in nature.
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- And all that those first 13 verses of chapter 8 have done is to provide clarity
and understanding of how it is (of what the actual identifiable and definable
mechanics are) of how we are to put our sanctified position in Christ into
practice successfully.

- (How we are tdoring forth fruit unto Godandserve in newness of
spirit, and not in the oldness of the lettand how we are tgield
ourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and our
members as instruments of righteousness unto)God

- Romans 8:1-13 provides for all that to be clearly understood and appreciated
so that you have absolute confidence that itOs all getting done properly and that
you really arevalking after the Spirit

-But .E while thatOs all clearNand while you do have confidence that itOs
being doneN(because you have achieved the level of confidence God wants
you to have at this point) N but E if youOre honest with yourself E as you
think about the amouratf information youOve been given E even though your
confidence level is as high as it needs to be E isnOt there still something
nagging at you??? E isnOt there still something that needs to E well, to have
a whole lot more said about it??

- And really, there are at least 2 major things that have been said to
you that should cause you to think: Ok, | see that E but | really want
to know a whole lot more about that!

- One of those areas that, by the way it was presented tslyould

have you [almost] demanding to know more about it N or at least to
ask the question, Ols there more that | can know about this?O N is
that issue that you were told was the first major component of what it
means to Walk after the Spirtd N and that is what happens to your
mind when you Qindthe thingsof the SpiritO

- And the reason | bring this up is because even though weOre given
a couple of identifiable and definatténgsthat weOve been told,
(sanctification-wise), that are the things that the Spirit of God has
made us to be in Christ when He baptized us into Jesus ChristNi.e.,
that we have been madee@d to si® anddive unto Go® N hasnOt

it crossed your mind that, Ols that all that weOre supposed to be
minding? is there more than just those 2 things? (not to minimize
them) E but arenOt there mdhéngs that the Spirit has made us to

be in Christ?
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- Because if weQOre honest with ourselves, that phrase we often use:
Qall that God has made us to be in Ghiithat phrase really doesnOt
defineanything at allNitOs just a nice encapsulation-type phrase that
acts as a kind of umbrella for a whole bunch of specific things N itOs
a non-specific expressionNa good expressionNbut very non-

specific. (as non-specific as Obeing spiritually mature® or Ohaving a
maximum amount of doctrine in your soul® etc.)

- And the one thing yoaanObe when youOre talking about the
mechanical mearfer putting your sanctified position in Christ into
practice is vaguer non-specifiblbecause (due to the nature of the
Adversary and his policy of evil) and because of the nature of godly
sanctificationNif ever there is an area titimandsbeing_specific
(hair-splitting, if you will) itOs godly sanctification.

- (How would you like it if you were just given vague, non-
specific phrases about being justified unto eternal life?)

- So that area oftke things of the Spifl that weOre supposed to be
mindful ofNto have our minds filled with and thatOs to become the
life of our mindsNthatOs one area that naturally needs more said
about it.

- But isnOt there another?

- If there is one matter that deals with our minds, or our
inner man E what would the other one be?

- What about that issue sitting there in (:11) N the issue of the Spirit
of Godguickeningour mortal bodie3

- DonOt you feel that you need to have a whole lot more said to you
about that?

- In fact, of the 2, thatOs the one that really should have you asking
for more information N that is, Ok, | understand thatOs one of the
operations of the Spirit that He does to my mortal body when HeOs
dwellingin me N but just how does that work?

- Because out of thguickeningof my mortal body IOm going to be
able to functionalljive unto to Godn all the details of my lifeNso
naturally, IOve got to know far more details and far more features to
how that all gets done than 1Ove been told so far!!
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- And not only thatNbut along with that issue gfiickening my mortal bogy

IOm told something in the conclusion of (:13) N IOm told something that leads
me to ask these questions N IOm told tifagethrough the Spirit do mortify

the deeds of the bodye shall liv® N well, just what is thainirtifying the

deeds of the bodyall about? and how do | do that? howrdortify the

deeds of my bod$??

- That issue demand further explanation and further amplification!

- Now itOs quite possible that there are many more than just these 2 issues that
beg the question, OHow?O N how does that work? how do the deeds of my
body get mortified? how does my mortal body becoiekene@ And what

more is there to thoghings of the Spirt And really, even more questions
surrounding, Whadll | am supposed to be mindful of? and so forth and so

on.

- And as | said beforeNitOs not a question really of confidéneeause you

are given the mechanics of how itOs supposed to work. In fact, the information
youOQre given is absolutely supposed to produce conffdendehere is a

level of, and a nature of confidence that God is after thatOs supposed to be
produced in you by what He tells you in those first 13 verse of chapter 8.

- And if those 13 verses effectually work in your inner man, you will
have absolute confidence in what youOve been told about how you are
to walk after the Spirit under graa@ndnot after the flesh under the

law.

- So, youOre confidettut are yowsatisfiedNgodly satisfied? And really, itOs
the issue ofjodly satisfactionthat IOm after. (ThatOs whatOs supposed to be
nagging at you at the end of verse 13!) [IOm still not satisfied!]

- And that final statement in (:13) lsading\because it gathers up all the
information contained in vs. 1-12 and puts it in such a way that states the
confident truth of the matterNbut at the exact same time it lgadgo ask,
OHow?0O how does all that get done in me???

- And that perfectly, and naturally, and seamlessly, and flawlessly leads you to
sonship edification!

- It naturally leads you to Romans 8:14-15!

- It leads you to theForO of verse 14Nto further explain how all that
is to get doneNhow godly edification is supposed to take place!
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- By the way, thatOs why you get such a concentratidfoosO
occurring in chapter 8 N

- Out of the 39 verses, 14 begin with the waroIO.
(ch. 8 is the longest chapter in the book of Romans)

- contrast | Cor. 15 (58 verses) - only 8 verses begin
with GrorO! [Rom. 11 has 12 out of 36 verses].

- And you get the highest concentration Bb0sO from
(:13N:25) = out of just those 13 versdspr is used at the
beginning of 8 out of 13 verdes

- Therefore, if everything contained in Romans 6:1-8:13 is OclickingO in your
thinkingNif thatOs all settled and effectually workingNthen we're at long last
ready to begin our sonship edification. (By all thatOs been said to us, and all
weOve been taught, we should naturally be at that point!) N weOvedieen

it (no pun intended)!

- By the way, | donOt know if youOve picked up on it or notNbut in
all the mechanics and issues described in these first 13 verses of
chapter 8 N all that that describes the details and features of what

it means to be functionally alive unto God by walking after the

Spirit N all that has been said to you as adult sons, not as children

in childhood! (You could never say these things to children, because
with children, youOd have to come along and make up a set of rules
or regulations or laws to tell them what to doNyouOd have to live
under the law!)

- And by, at the beginning of chapter 8, shifting to the use of the v@piitO

and by all the Spirit-type terminology developed through the first 13 verses,
and by all thatOs been produced confidence-wise to know without a shadow of
a doubt that we anwalking after the Spirit under grabland then by what is

said in the conclusion that provokes us to ask the question, OBut how do |
mortify the deeds of my by N all of that now introduces us to the roll of

God the Holy Spirit athe Spirit of adoptiorthat He is.

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Romans 8:14-15

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
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- Before we begin dealing with vs. 14-15Nhave you given any thought as to
the major break-down of the rest of chapter 8?

- 1tOs a very large section of informationN(26 verses).

- | think that of all IOve said concerning it, that you already understand
and appreciate that the very first component is found in the first 2
verses (:14-15).

- But you need to now spend some time reading over the rest of the
chapter and (without looking at any real detail) try to find the other
components that make up this body of information.

- Again, not dealing with details or sub-componentsNbut just
the major breaks or major components that forms the doctrine
contained in chapter 8.

- Now, in answer to the questions still hanging in the saintOs mind as he ends
the conclusion of (:12-13) - that is, How am kiortify the deeds of my body;

how many morehings of the Spirit are there that IOm supposed to:belfil

of: and how is my mortal bodyuickened when the Spirit of Godwells in me?

- 1tOs kind of like | get to the end of (:13), and | realize some specific
mechanics and some specific thingsNand 1Ove got the confidence
level God expects me to haveNbut IOm still not content or satisfied
with thatNitOs kind of like IOm a fit vessel for God to use, but | seem
to be a rather emptesselNI need some Ofillingd N so whatOs
supposed to fill me now?

- 1 need a lot more details and a lot more features of all these things
IOve just come to understand and appreciate abfkitg afier the
SpiritNbut | know IOve got to be told a whole lot more about all that.

- So what is it? WhatOs the further explanation and further
amplification of the first 13 verses of Romans chapter 87

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

- 10ve got to know more about that Spirit of Geellling in me and
quickening my mortal body.

- And the BorO of (:14) tells you that thatOs exactly what God is now
going to tell me and provide for me to have a full-blown understanding
and appreciation ofNand really itOs going to consist of an entire
curriculum for educating me of that and edifying me unto godliness!
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- And so youOve got those things said to you in both Romans 8:14 & 15 E.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they arsghg

of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.

- And the very first thing you are to realize (even without looking at
any details yet) - the first thing you realize is that all that terminology
you were just told as to how you are to put the sanctified position
you were told about back in chapter 6 into practice successfully N
all of those terms and phrases (the general information) that you are
to walk after the Spirit under grace, not after the flesh under the law;
the minding of the things of the Spirit; and the Spirit dwelling in you
because of it and He, then, quickening your mortal body N all of that
leads Paul to say, OAIl of that description of the Spirit of God
operating upon your inner mésall a description of how God deals
with sondO

- The first thing that is to Ograb your attentionO (so to speak)
is that word €bng!

- And in the bqok pf Romans, up to~this point, there have bee~n 5x
that the word 8orO has been usedN (1:3, 4, & 9; 5:10; 8:3) N but
all 5 have been referring to the Lord Jesus Christ as a capitol OSO
Son

- Romans 8:14 is the 1st timedd<) (small case OsO) is used to
refer to us!

- 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

- So the Bor0 is a further explanation and amplification of what it
means to walk after the Spifito mind the things of the Spiito

be in the Spiriind have the Spirit of God dwelling in yiéand for
the Spirit of God to quicken your mortal bdénd through the
Spirit, mortifying the deeds of the bady

- 1tOs a further full-blown detailed analysis of how you are to
functionally live unto God.

- And everything youQOre going to get from now on is going to address
that issue!
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- Now, just to pick up on something | touched on beforeNand that is the
overall design and purpose of the sections or components that make up this
entire form of doctrine that youOre going to get from Romans 8:14-39.

- (You can work on the other components of the section)Nbut | want
to make sure we all realize that first of all, verses 14 & 15 do form one
component in and of themselves.

- Furthermore, that you know what (:14-15) are designed to do.

- (WeOve had this beforeNbut | want to know from you if you see it?
if you really see that there is ooemponent that is being set forth?)

- And then | want to make sure you know what these 2 verses are
designed to doNthey are designed to do what?

- They are designed to give the son his initial, basic
ORIENTATION TO SONSHIP EDIFICATION!

- So Romans 8:14-15 compriSONSHIP ORIENTATION.

- And there are a whole bunch of things that are packed into these 2
verses! N Things that do just that: that orient the son, or introduce
him to, or brief him (give him his bearings, if you will) with respect to
what his functional, sanctified life is all going to be about!

- Now at this pointNeven before going into any of the details of what (:14-15)
saysN N having now gotten our foot in the door (so to speak) - | think itOs
now the appropriate timeNas we begin to look at our sonship edification in the
curriculum God wrote for usNI believe itOs right and appropriate to do
something that probably has only rarely been done in historyNand that quite
possibly has almost never been done in the presence of any living Christian
today.

- 10m going to attempt to do this rightNIOm going to, even before getting into
any details of what verses 14 & 15 saysNIOm going to do what | know should
be doneNand what my Heavenly Father wants to be doneNand since | am
acting as His mouthpiece in educating you as sonsNIOm going to give you a
pre-doctrinal exhortation in keeping with how a pastor or bishop of a local
assembly is to function, NOT as a@ngructor in ChrisfO but as d&hertO

- (and in keeping with | Tim. 4:3N @lve attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrin®)
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- And my exhortation to you isnOt going to begin by simply going back to
Proverbs 1Nin fact, the very first thing | want to deal with is both an
exhortation as well as the most fundamental and basic concept to sonship
orientation that there is.

- So here we are in Romans 8:14 N and weOve cracked open the door (so to
speak) by addressing the very first wor@o® N and weOve made the

proper, smooth, seamless, connection with (:14) to the preceding information
sitting in the first 13 verses of chapter 8.

- (so we donOt have whatOs happening in [:14ff] happening in a
vacuum.) (that leads to compartmentalized thinking)

- And so you @adO the verseNand your eye, probably more than anything
else in the verse, hits on that last phragheyCare the sons of G&l

- Gons of Go®d!
- And when that strikes your eyeNand registers in your thinki~ngl§|a whole
bunch of things are supposed to be happening in your mindNa whole flood of

information should be coming into your thinking.

- And my understanding is that the most fundamental and basic concept you
have to have in your thinking is provoked by the use of that one word: OsonsO

- Because at the very outset of sonship edificationNyour Father wants you to
have a deep appreciation for the kind of relationship you and He are going to
have from now on!

- The very first thing a father does when, at the time appointed of

the father, when he adopts his sonNat that exact same time He makes

a public declaration (if you will).

- He adopts his son.

- He then makes a pronouncement or declaration.

- The son gets adopted, and he gets pronounced as a son of his father!

- Il Samuel 7:8-17 (:14) - This is REALNa real Father to son relationship!
(and this is a tough one to get straight)

-see Gen. 3:9; Gal. 4:9
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- SONSHIP ORIENTATIONN(Romans 8:14-15)

- As we approach our sonship edification, the first thing that has to take place
in the inner man of the son is his orientatiodeing a son of his Father.

- Sonship edification is the capstone of a saintOs sanctified position in Christ,
and as such it will be the sphere or umbrella in which all edification is going to
take place from now onNand forever more!

- Sonship edification is what all Christian edification is all aboutNand itOs the
way God Himself has designed and determined for all spiritual growth and
spiritual maturity to take place in a believerNitOs not OgatesO or OcirclesO or
OdynaspheresO or OfloorsO or Ocategorical doctrinesO thought up by Pastors,
Bible teachers or scholarsNitOs not systematic theologyNitOs a curriculum
thought up by God, designed by God, and written down by God in a particular
order and arrangement that He wants it to be learned and understood.

- It doesnOt need to be figured outNit just needs to be followed!
- And for us, itOs contained in Romans 8:14NIl Thess. 3:18.

- And the very first component of it is the sonOs orienttdibeing educated
and edified as a son of his Heavenly Father.

- And when you look closely at what Romans 8:14-15 says, you are supposed
to notice something very importantNit says:

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

- Notice carefully the last couple of phrases in (:15).

- Notice it does NOT saywhereby wavill cry, Abba, Fathe®

- It says, @hereby(word of logic)we cry, Abba, Fathe®

- What does that tell you?

- It tells you that what is contained in all of (:14) and all of (:15) down
to the wordadoptiorNall of thatNwhen it is properly understood and

appreciated for all thatOs packed into those words and phrasesNitOs
that information there that causes usty, Abba, Father
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- And that is very, very importantNitOs important that you realize that
everything contained in (:14-15), when understood and appreciated properly
resultsin a saint crying olit  @rying, Abba, Fathe©

- Packed irthat information are things that bring aboutrg in the
heart of the saint!

- 1tOs not that you wonOt be crylbdpa, Fathereven more after you
get out of (:14-15) - because you willNbut you have to realize that
itOs because of whatOs said in those 2 tleasésings the saint to
cry, Abba, Fathein the first place!

- And that tells you that thereOs a whole bunch of things packed into those 2
verses!(some stated; and some not stated!)

- ButNwhen you see the things or components that make up those 2 verses,
you also realize thatot one of them is explained to you

- Gas many as are led by the Spirit of @ofl youOre supposed to
know what that means;

- @he sons of Gad N youOre supposed to know what that means;

- Qhe spirit of bondage to fe@rN youOre supposed to know what
that means;

- Qhe Spirit of adoptio® N youOre supposed to know what that
means.
- None of those things are explained here at all!

- So that tells you that you are already expected to know a whole bunch of
things before you ever get here to Romans 8:14!

- But if you donOt know what they meanNthen you have to do like the Lord
told the Pharisees over in Matthew 9N
10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the (MatbewOs
house) behold many publicans and sinners came and sat down with
him and his disciples.
11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why
eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?
12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick.
13 Butgo ye and learn what that meanethwill have mercy, and
not sacrifice: for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.
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- So then, you are expected to know a lot of things before you ever get to this
passage.

- Amazingly enough, God expects you to read the Bible like a book! Not like
some kind of devotional that you can just jump all over the place anywhere
you feel like it and whenever you feel like it!!

- And itOs times like this that you realize that youOre being held accountable for
all of the information from Genesis 1:1 up to Romans 8:14! N and if youOd
have paid attention to all that, youOd be crylinpa, Fatheljust by what is

stated in these 2 verses!

- But, as is the case, if you donOt knovy vv~hat these Ehings mean, then we have
to go back andléarn what that meanet® N and thatOs what we did for over
a year.

- But now we have to not only look at whastated here, but what you are
expected to know, even of some things thatNapd™ stated here!

- And so at the time appointed of the Father, He adopts His son.

- And the Father then immediately sets aboutrient His son to his sonship
education and sonship edification.

- HeOs going to say some things and do some things that properly set
His sonOs bearings (so to speak) - to introduce him to the particular
situation and circumstances His son is now in, and is going to be in
from now on.

- And by the things He says to His sonN one of the chief things He
wants to accomplish in the orientation process is to have His son
understand and appreciate in a very deep sense the sonQOs relationship
to and with his Father.

- To determine hisrue position (and adjust his position, if
necessary) to realize his TRUE RELATION to his Father.

- And the way in which the Father accomplishes this first Obealring-gettingf)
orientation in His sonNis to make a declaration or pronouncenhetitat is,
HeOs going to first and foremB&RONOUNCE HIS SON AS HIS SON

- And thatOs somethingt mentioned in (:14-15)- but you should already
know that it has to be included in the package of sonship orientation!
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- Because you would already know (if youOd been paying
attention) that this pronouncement as a son is all a part
of the process of adoption in the first place

(it doesnOt need to be stated in Romans 8:14-15)!

- And this takes us to the issue of the son being pronounced by the Father as
His son N and it takes us to those passages we were looking at in our last
lesson.

-1l Samuel 7:14

- Notice very carefullyNQogI says through Nathan, concerning
DavidOs son, SolomonNI Wwill be his father, and he shall be my
sonO

- Notice He says,|Will beO andlt@ shall b& N He ploesn()t say,
Ol will belike his father, and he shall tike my son.O

- (This is a critical issueNand one that will cause some believers a
whole lot of problems!)

- Because this proclamation that the Father makes upon adopting His
sonNthis first orientation issue that is to set the sonOs bearings from
now onNis the issue of the REALITY of the relationshifth, and

his relationto, his Father.

- And itOs going to b&EAL Father-to-son/daughter relationship!

- 1tOs not Olanguage of accommodationO that is describing a
characteristic of God that He really does not possess, but
putting it in terms that we poor, finite, mortal human beings
can comprehend.

- ThatOs a lot of theological junk (real junk science) thatOs
appealed to when theologians canOt comprehend simple
English!!!

- And this is a huge issue N especially in light of how we used to
understand God and our relationship to him N as | used to teach it
back in my days of systematic, categorical Bible teaching.

- All of which did a lot of damage to our inner man!
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- see the Divine Attribute chartNexplain.

- Well, th~at(~)s not how God expects you to understand your relation to Him,
and thatOs certainly not how David understood itNnor was it how Paul
understood it!

- By the wayNIl Samuel 7:14 isnOt the only time this gets brought up!
- Psalm 89:3-4, 20-26 (:26) - notice the order, David got it right!
- Hebrews 1:1-5 (:5) - said in respect to the Lord Jesus Christ.

- And itOs implied in Il Cor. 6:18 N although in a slightly different
context.

- And really there is one word that makes that OpopO or OclickO in your
thinking: the word, EATHERO!

- HERE IS AN ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL AND ESSENTIAL ISSUE THAT
HAS TO BE PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD AND APPRECIATED, OR ELSE
YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS WITH YOUR CHRISTIAN (sonship) LIFE:

- YOU HAVE GOT TO BE ABLE TO SEE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN WHO GOD IS (attribute-wise or essence-wisEND
HOW HE DETERMINES TO DEAL WITH YOU !

- Because God has made it clear, that when it comes to the issue of
adoption and the sonship education/edification that follows itNthat
He is going to be to you just as any earthly, natural FatherNand you
are going to be to Him just as any earthly, natural son!

- ThatOs how HeOs determined to deal with you N and thatOs not to be
just passed off as language of accommodation or anything like that!

- 1tOs REAL! He can do itNand He does do it!

- And given the characteristics of this dispensation of grace in
which we liveNsince you have no problem in the area of the
spiritual gifts (tongues, miracles, healing, etc.) or in the area
of GodOs omnipotent powerN you should have no problem
with this!

- And that really sets a sonOs bearings properly from the Oget-goO!



Page 650 Romans 8:14-39

- When God says] @ill be to you a Father, and you shall be to me a3%en

HeOs saying, I0Om going to treat you like a natural son and IOm going to be just
like your natural fatherNand youOre going to treat me just like your natural
father, and youQOre going to be just like my natural son!

- In other words, God says, I@ot going to deal with you on the

basis of my GodheadNso 10wt going to go by what | omnisciently
know about youNIOm going to expect you to treat me just like your
natural father who doesnOt know everythingNand youOre going to be
my natural son whoOs going to have to tell me whatOs going on in
your day!

- HeOs saying, WeOre not OGodO arfdl &nyemoreMeOre closer
than that!

- He says, | didnOt create you to be a OrobotO - | didnOt create you to
deal with me on the basis of me knowing things about you in

advance! and IOve got the capacity to set that aside and deal with you
like a natural fatherNand youOre going to treat me like IOm your
natural father who youQOre going to have to tell things to and ask
things of, and so forth and so on.

- ThatOs why He says$ vall be to you a Fathed N in other words, IOm going
be to you this) N 10m going to remove myself from this position, and
IOm going to put myself in that position!O

- And that does a whole bunch of things in the soanecayse you
canOt come to Him as the omniscient GodNbecause HeOs not going
to deal with you on that basis!

- And thatOs the most fundamental element to the whole thingNto the whole
issue of adoption and sonship!

- That statement in 1l Samuel 7:tiéclaresthe nature of the relationship!

- And the nature of the relationship that you/l, as a son, have to be
oriented to, to become accustomed to, and have to get used to the idea
that God, upon having adopted me as His son, He is going to be to me
a Father, and | am going to be to Him a son!

- And thatOBIOT a pretense N itOs not pretendingNitOs not theory
N or a false impression (such as a figure of speech that really has no
reality to it!) NO NITOS REALU



Romans 8:14-39 Page 651

- And therefore the very first thing you, as a son, are supposed to be
oriented to is the nature of the relationship

- And by making the relationship a real, true, genuine Father-to-son
relationshipNthat causes you, as a son, to understand and appreciate
that this is going to be 8BDIRECTIONAL O relationshipNor put
another way, a Father-to-son relationship that demands Obi-diréztional
communicatioh

- (ThatOs what | mean when | say that verses like Il Sam. 7:14 or

Il Cor. 6:18 declares theature of the relationship to the son N the
natureof it is that itOs a real, genuine, actual Father to a real, genuine,
actual sonNand that demands that the relationship is bi-directional

its communication process!)

- In other words, itOs a real two-way street (if you will) - and it has
2 parts to itNone part is the FatherOsNatid one patrt is the sonOs
roll.

- And really this explains a awful lotNfor instance in the area of God
not performing miracles, signs, marvels, and wonders today in this
dispensation of graceNitOs more than just coming along and saying
that because of the change in dispensations (from GodOs program with
Israel when those miracles, signs, marvels, and wonders had a very
specificpurpose in connection with what God was doing in His

program with Israel [to make an impact and have an influence upon
the Gentiles] N but now in this dispensation of Gentile grace in which
we live, God has shifted the impact He wants to make from those on
the earth to those angelic beings in the heavenly places, therefore He
has no reason to perform signs, miracles and wonders today because
He is now involved in demonstrating an even greater power within the
inner man of those saints that make up the members of the church, the
body of Christ) N while all thatOs true, the absence of GodOs
omnipotent power being put on display as it was in His program with
Israel has more to it than thatNitOs more than thatNitOs because that
simply doesnOt happen in a real natural father-to-natural son
relationship!

- In other words, operating and dealing with us on the basis of God
putting His omnipotently powerful hand between us and the
circumstances or situations of life is not how a Father deals with a
sonNespecially an adult son!
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- Therefore weenduresuffering todayNwe enduréhe suffering of

our mortal bodies that age, get sick and dieNwe entheesuffering

of weather conditions, climate conditions, economic conditions,
national and international conditions, wars, famines, disasters, crime
- all of those things that make thpe sufferings of this present time

- E as well as sufferings associated witie sufferings of Christ

- And weOre not getting Oshort-changedO in this deal! weOre
not worse off, or handicapped by it, or in a lesser position
than the 12 apostles that lived when Jesus was on the earth!

- (You should never OpineO to have been one of JesusO
disciplesNas if youOre missing out on something today that
those guys had and experienced, but you donOt have and donOt
experience)! [youOre better offNyou have the whole

curriculum in your hands!]

- Truth of the matter is, tpatf)s childish thinkingNthatOs
childhood thinkingNthatOs not the thinking of an adult son
of our Heavenly Father!

- But not only does this explain a lot about GodOs omnipotent power,
but it also explains a awful lot about His omniscient (all-knowing)
power!

- And no where does this get brought out any greater than in the area
of sonship prayer!

- Because in this true, real, genuine Father-to-son relationship you
now haveNyouOre going to have to tell your Father what youOre
thinking and whatOs going on in your heart & inner man, because
HeOs not going to know until you tell Him!

- And HeOs not going to search your heart until you ask Him!

- And HeOs not going to know what your day was like until you tell
Him and go over your day with Him!

- see 139th Psalm

- And this makes prayer a REAL THINGNand a necessary thing,
an essential, vital thing!
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- And that ought to make a whole lot more sense out of why
one of the biggest parts of prayer is the issue of that term,
Gupplicatior® = to ask to be supplied with specific things!

- Hence, that famous passage from Phil. 4:6,

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.

- And the truth of the matter is, in this bi-directional communication
that is the reality of your sonship prayer lifeNone of the things you
should appreciate is that on the FatherOs part, HeOs waiting for you to
come along and talk to Him, and to not only go over your day with

Him, but HeOs waiting to respond to what you tell Him you needN
(and weOQre not talking about in a material way either).

- Because HeOs not going to know if you donOt tell Him!

- And 1Om going over this this wayNharping on itNbecause your
natural tendency is going to be to come along and say, OHe knows
everything, so whatOs the use? whatOs the big deal?0

- But by orienting you, right from the get-go, to God dealing with you
as a real Father and you are His real sonNyou-canOt-do-that!

- You are going to have to communicate with Him!

- So the first component in sonship orientation IswilDbe to you a Father,
and you shall be to me a €0rN and those are the parameters in which our
relationship runs!

- Granted, outside those ObarsO (or parameters), God says, I0m
omnipotent, IOm omniscient, IOm omnipresent and all those other
attributesNbut IOm confining myself to these bars (parameters) right
here, and this is how weOre going to deal with one another.

- And the truth of the matter isfhiatOs so much bettehan the other
way around! N Because thereQOs intimiacthat! ThereQdoseness
in that!

- In fact, He has that other relationship with the angels!

- And this makes my/your participati®®EAL N no pretensé
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- By the way, thatOs why He doesnOt say, Ol will be to you God, and
you shall be my sonO N because HeOs God to the un-justified, too!

- ItOs as if He says, Look, just forget IOm GodNIOm going
to be to you a Father, and weOre going to operate just like a
natural son and a natural father operates.

- Any questions? (E what about Romans 8:28, 29-30???)

- NowNas you begin to deal with Romans 8:14-15Nthe designed purpose of
which is_to provide for your basic, initial orientatitmbeing an adult,
adopted son of God your Heavenly Father...

- E there are somed3sential® that every son must have an
appreciation of, before it can be said that he has been properly
and_appropriatelgrientedto his sonship life.

- And because of the way in which the information is presented to you, you
should understand and appreciate that what is contained in (or packed in) the
first 37 wordsN(from GorO of [:14] down to the worci@optiorO in [:15]),

that itOs because of what is generated in your thinking by those 37amords,
what they have you doingwhich is going back into GodOs word and

bringing to mind everything youOve been told about what it means to be an
adopted son of God) N by doing all thatNif that is effectually working to the
degree it should, that should produce in you the cryind\bb& FatherO

E whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

- And this is criticalNbecause you really have to understand and appreciate
what will constitutecrying Abba, Fatheat the end of (:13)efore anything
in (:16-39) is even considered!

- Notice there is a particular reason why God does not have the
apostle Paul sayF@r ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have receivk Spirit of God, whereby we
cry, Abba, Fathe®

- (This is a great example of the kind of vocabulary
control IOm talking about in these 2 verses)!

- Who is @he Spirit of adoptio® mentioned in (:15)?
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- The Spirit of adoptioris the Spirit of Gogjust as (:14) saysNbut
HeOs calletthe Spirit of adoptioecause He has a particular roll in
connection witradoptionthat hasalready been describedn GodOs
program with Israél

- And you canOt come out of (:15) properly if all you do is think of
the Spirit of adoptiors being the Holy Spirit!

- YouOve got to think of Him in connection with His ROLL as the One
who administersadoptior

- And thgre()s a numbmrthings you have to learn about Him in that
roll thatOstegral to you being able to crbba, Father

- Q: What doesrying Abba, Fatheconsist of? what is it that makes
it so that your natural response to what (:14 & 15) saysds/tdbba,
Father?

- Is it relief, gratitude and_joyover being adopted as a son?

- It isNbut itOs got to be (itOs absolutely critical) that itOs got
to bemore than thatNbecause if you follow what youOre told,
and the extent to which you are to go back into GodOs word
and find out what it means to be adopted as a son, and the roll
of the Spirit of adoptioin connection with itNitOs absolutely
more than that!

- Crying Abba, Fatheat the end of (:15) amountsMORE than just
expressing great relief, gratitude, and joy over bairtge position of
adulthood sonship!

- It also involves cryingAbba, Fatherin appreciation for at least 3
general components:

1) What adoption as an adult son is going to mean for the son.

2) Appreciation for what the sonOs responsibilities are in
connection with it.

3) Appreciation for what it holds as a prospect for the son
throughout the balance of his sonship life.
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- And unless those things are there, (:16-39) canOt go on and do their
job to the fullest for what they are designed to do!

- God is using here, precise and explicit terminologyNdesigned to
make it so that we have to think about what He has previously
described in connection with the essentials of what sonship is all
about N and therefore understand and appreciate the essentials of
what a father tells his son when he adopts him.

- So crammed into (:14-15) N if all the things a father would say to
his son (all that he determined to say to him) in connection with
adopting him N if it took him, say, 4 hours to do all that, thatOs what
(:14-15) provide for with us.

- And my understanding is that all of that is supposed to get
accomplished by the pre-doctrinal exhortatiloat the pastor/bishop

of the local assembly is supposed to craft and give to the members
of the assemblyN AND by the doctrine of what (:14-15) say

- Understanding and appreciating those 3 general components
of sonship orientation is the result faknow wisdom and
instructiorO of the Table of Contents of Proverbs 1:2a.

- And by means of the exhortation and the doctrine sitting in Romans
8:14-15, (when all that gets accomplished), you should be, at that
point, crying, Abba, Fatherproperly and appropriately to be able to

go on to the next verse.

- Because it isnOt until a son knows what it means to be a son, and
therefore cryingAbba, Fatherto the satisfaction of the fatherNthat

he knows what his sonship is all aboutNand he has the proper
measure, therefore, of appreciation and gratitude and responsiveness
to it thatOs characterizeddsying, Abba, FatheN itOs not until

that is there, that the father will go on and do the things that (:16-39)
describe God our Father doing with us.

- And so the first thing the Father does in orienting His saha@doption of
sons is to, at the time appointed of the Father, the Father adopts His son, and
at that exact same time lgeonounceshim His son by declaring:

O will be to you a Father, and you shall be to me a $0n

- By doing so, the Father declares to the son the natihe
relationship from now ona real Father-to-son relationship
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- And that begins the process of dealing with that 1st compo~nentl§|giving His
son an appreciation for what it means to now be the FatherOs adopted son.

- And for us it means that we had to go back and get an appreciation
for some of those things we mentioned earlier that are already sitting
back in GodOs program with Israel that deals with adoption (Biblical

adoption).

- By the way, that first issue of the Father-to-son relationship,
N thatOs something important and integral to that time when
in the interlude between the 1st & 2nd course of punishment,
God gave Israel a foretaste in advance of what they would
get at the end of their final installmentNand thatOs why some
things said in th®avidic covenantare so important for us to
understand and appreciate.

- So, along the same lines of what adoption as an adult son means,
just what is the purpose of Biblical adoption in the first place?
(What is the primary purpose in adoption?)

- Biblical Adoption: a father adopted his son (his biological
son) for the purpose of installing and instilling his wisdom
into his son so that the son would labor with his father in all
his fatherOs business.

- (and thatOs a factor in sonship orientation)

- Also, along the lines of what it means to be adopted as an adult son
are the 3 basic features of sonship liberty:

1) Freedom from fear motivation.

2) Freedom from the rudiments of the world.

3) Freedom from governorship and limited decision-making.

- And then we had to appreciate something of being the beneficiaries
of the power and the ability and the capacity for sonship to take place;
(for the capacity for imparting the FatherOs heart to the sonOs heart).

- And thatOs contained in understanding and appreciating the
New Covenantand us being the beneficiaries of that New
Covenant in this dispensation of Gentile grace in which we
live.

- (It provides for the spiritual dynamics necessaryw@unto

God and to impart our FatherOs heart to our heart.)
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- So my understanding is that those 4 things we just mentioned go a long way
in satisfying that first general component of sonship orientation: to
appreciate what adoption as an adult son is going to mean.

- The son gets adopted & declared as a son by the FatherOs
pronouncement. (A real Father-to-son relationship)

- What Biblical Adoption is.

- The features of sonship liberty.

- The benefits of the New Covenant.

- (There is certainly more to it than thatNbut that should suffice to
provide a great measure of sonship orientation.)

- And then, the next 2 issues (the sonOs responsibilities in connection with it
and what sonship holds out as a prospect for the son throughout the remainder
of his sonship lifgN those get properly addressed in the first issue of the

Table of Contents (Pro. 1:2) and the corresponding pre-doctrinal exhortation
found in Proverbs 1:7ff.

- Sonship EdificationNLevel |, Phase 1 (part A):

- OFo know wisdom and instructigh
(corresponds with Romans 8:14-15)

- Corresponding exhortation: Proverbs 1:7-19

- And those 2 issues provide for satisfying the 2nd and 3rd general
components to sonship orientation.

- The only thing we need to do now (to round out providing for satisfying the

final 2 general components to sonship orientation) is to geldtieine

contained in Romans 8:14-15 itself, and when we come to the end of (:15) -

all the background work weOve doneNall the review weOve doneNand all

that GodOs word has done to effectually work within usNby the time we get

to the end of looking at the details of (:14-15), you come to your very first
OcheckpointO where the Father looks for the fist OmarkerO in the sonOs heartN
the cry of @bba, FathetO

- Romans 8:14
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
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- 0ForO = (once again, you have a high concentration of tferse@®
that are used as English words of logic) = in this case, Paul begins
(:14) with the word~or, and he is using it here in that sense Bba

of commencemeritibecause when &or follows an_obvious
conclusionto a previous matter (as it does here [see :12-13])Ftrat
is being used to commence somethingl¢i€ds being used to begin
a new train of thought.

- And the expectation is that when you began the effectual
working of your sanctified position in Christ (back in chapter
6 and verse 1)Nyou were to understand and appreciate that
there wagnore to it that just the issue of being altelive

unto Godin the details of your life and not havelitge unto

sin.

- ThereOs also the issue of being abllggainto Godn a
very specific and special widgnd thatOs what sonship is
all about.

- And so really, thereOs the expectation at the end of (:13) that the
doctrine of our sanctification hasnOt ended yetNand so you expect,
therefore, the commencement of something elseNthe final Ocapstone®
issueN(because you expect something to Ocap it off® so to speak).

- And (:14) starts off saying what it doe@as many as are led
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of @od

- And by giving that short, concise, succinct definition of what
constitutes sonship, it declares to you that this is the issue weOre going
to talk about nowNand (:15) comes along and says, OThatOs the very
position youOre li®

- So letOs make sure you appreciate itNand letOs make sure
youOre cryingbba, Fathemppropriately before we go on and
get our sonship establishment beginning in (:16).

CFor as many asire led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

- Gas many a® = this is NOT to be thought of as a synonymous
expression for@lyO - as if what Paul is saying is that QOrilyose

that are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God N this isnOt
a contingent type phrase (like we encountered in [{030M®), itOs

not a Oqualifier® or anything along those lines.
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- This isnOt saying that some beliewgessons of God and some
believersare notsons of GodNand onlyhe ones who ared by the
Spiritare sons of God.

- Because the truth is, thevery person who has believed in Christ

as their saviorNthat is, each and every believer in Christ, they are
all adopted sons by virtue of the Redemption they have in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and by virtue of the Holy SpiritOs job in baptizing them
and sanctifying themNitOs part of what God has made you to be
Oin Christ.O0

- And all that occurred the very moment you trusted Christ
as your all-sufficient Savior.

- WhatOs going on here is that, for the very first time in the course of
the book of Romans, the issue of sonship gets introduced

- And there isnOt any kind of a qualifying going on between
believers who are beinge@ by the Spirit of Gdd and those
who arenOt beinge® by the Spirit of Ga®

- This has nothing to do with how yoespondor donOt
respondto your sonship life at this pointNbecause you first
have to beold about it in order to respond one way or the
otherNand thatOs what this is doingNitOs telling you about
it, or confronting you with it in the first place

- That phrase,@3 many a N a similar expression (and the exact
same idea) has already been encountered before back in chapter 6.

- Granted, the phraseology is not exactly the sameNbut itOs
similar enough so that there is a parallel of concept involved.

- (6:3) - note that phrases@many of us &%

- Now, was that designed to give you the idea that some of
the onesO Paul is writingwwerenObaptized into Jesus
Christ? (No.)

- And thatOs the exact same concept ofaber@ny & in
8:14!

- So we know what that expressiomist doipngut the question
remains, whais that expressionaS many & doing?
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- Granted, that phrase isnOt all that frequently used todayNaIthoggh
it isnOt an out-of-date archaism, it isnOt obsolete by any meansNbut
you just donOt hear people using it all that much today.

- However you do find it being used by writers, even today,
who are venprecisein how they write

- And by the proper use of that expressias @any & - itOs
often used when the writer wantsS®RES Ssomething that
is critically important.

- Because anytime you come along and youOre talking to
people (or writing to people) - and in the course of what
youOre doing, you need to kind of bring them to the point of
stressing the reality of somethfigecause thatOs what youOre
now going to be dealing with and thatOs what you now want to
focus their attention uponNthen thatOs what you doNyou

come along and introduce your topic by saying, ONow as many
of us as, E.O or OFor as many of us as EO or simply OAs
many of us as EQ

- That expression, @ many & is being used by Paul here in Romans
8:14t0 stress the reality of something

- And the whole reason that expression is there in (:14) is because Paul
is shifting now to the capstomesuein sanctificationNwhich is
sonshifNand God now wants the full focus of your attention on that
issue!

- And you canOt view this as even being somehow a contrast
between some believers who have put themselves under the
law (and theyarenOted by the Spirtys. those believers who

are under grace and havenOt put themselves under the law (and
theyare led by the Spir)t

- Because by the time you get to the end of Romans 8:13,
putting yourself under the law; even so much as touching that
law N that whole thing is a dead issue now

- In fact, if Rpman§ 6:1-8:1~3 is gffectuajly wgrking in you,
you wouldnOt be OstupidO or OdumbO or Oan idiotO to go back
under the law N youOd have toibsane(really)!!!
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- By the time you get to the end of (:13) of chapter 8, the law is
Odead and goneO (so to speak) N and now that you know how to put
your position in Christ into practicavalking after the Spirit, not

after the flesh underneath that lgyouOre never going to touch that
thing ever again in your life) [unless some idiot deceives you into
doing it; and then youQOre an even bigger idiot than him, to believe
him] N letOs now get to the final issue in our sanctification: our
sonship statusNand letOs now start talking about that!

- And thatOs why (:14) starts off\F@r as many a® (or OFor as
many of us asO) N actually, it includes all who are believers in Christ,
all members of the church, the body of Christ.

- And then Paul gives us the definition of what constitutes sonshipNand
declaring that thatOs the issue weOre going to talk about now.

- And that simple, concise, succinct definition gets stated:

®or as many as arked by the Spirit of Gogthey are the sons of G®

- Oed by the Spirit of Go® - What does it mean toled by the

Spirit of Go®?? Because if thatOs the critical, core element that
defines what a son isNthen itOs absolutely essential that you can
Oput your finger on it (so to speak) and confidently know exactly
what that means. (ho guessing!)

- | think weOre all pretty much in agreement about what being led by
the Spirit is not:

- not a feeling, emotion, sensation.
- not a Ostill small voiceO, not the voice of the Holy Ghost in
your head.
- The charismatic/Pentecostal/Baptist idea comes
from Isaiah 30:21.
QAnd thine ears shall hear a word behind thee,
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn
to the right hand, and when ye turn to the @ft.

- not an OunctionO (I John 2:2B)itQe have an unction
from the Holy One, and ye know all thirfgs(some kind of
spiritual influence acting upon you as a Odiving rodO.

- But this shouldnOt be a puzzling thing, or a Ohead-scratcherO or
anything along those linesNin fact, since this isnOt explained here,
youQre expected to have been given enough information to know what
beingled by the Spirit of Gots.
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- Nor is beinded by the Spirijust another way of talking about
prayerNas if, If | pray long enough and hard enough then the Holy
Spirit is going to reveal something to me in some mystical, ethereal,
intangible wayNand 101l somehow just know what to do.

- Because my understanding is that you catetdéy the
Spirit properlyN even if no praying has taken place!

- Truth of the matter isNmore often than not, this issue of bédg
by the Spiriis hardly evedefined andidentified to the exactitude
that it not onlycan be definedand identifiedibut that Godwants and
expectsfor it to be highly defined and identified.

- Usually beinded by the SpiritsnOt definedNin fact, most
who ever teach on the subject end up with the idea that it
really canOt be defined, but OIOIl know it when | feel it!O

- So we know what beinigd by the Spirit of Gois notNbut what is it?

- And this is critical that you can define it and identify it exaclyd
not just by saying what IOve said about it in the pastNbut how you
understand and appreciate it.

- Because if thiss the_concis€ = expressing much in few words)
definition of what a son isNyouOve got to be able to Oput your finger
onO exactly what it isNyou can take your Bible and explain it with
absolute clarity to someone!

- And you could start by dealing with the terminology
- It says, @ many as arked by the Spirit of God
- It does not say, Oas manhasethe Spirit of GodO

- or, Oas many as diteed with the Spirit of GodO
- or, Oas many as amdwelt by the Spirit of GodO

- or anything along those linesNthe terminology is simple,
but itOs precise and itOs exastmany as arked

- He doesnOt even say, OFor as many m®tvated

by the Spirit of GodO N or Oas many asarght by

the Spirit of God (and thatOs what most folks think this
is sayingNthat the Spirit of God is going to teach you
something).
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- Or you can say, Well, IOm being led by tBpi of GodD.

- And that matches up with what IOve been told beforeNthat
is, itOshe Spirit of GollitOs the Holy Spirit who is now
dwellingin meNHeOs dwelling in me to do somethingNto
quicken my mortal bodgnd produce functional life unto God.

- And thatOs good and thatOs rightNbut that dodefidetwhat it
means to béed by the Spirit of Gad

- Well you could also say that beiteyl by the Spirit of Gotheans

that IOm not being led by tutors and govefyious as an adopted son
of my Father, whose objective it is to impart His heart to mine, IOm
being led by myFather’s Spirit which is essential to proper sonship
education and edification.

- And thatOs goodNin fact, that an important pointNbecause it points
up the naturalness and the necessity for why the Spirit of God is the
agent of the Godhead in charge of sanctification and adoption.

- Because itOs through the Spirit of God that the Father is
going to impart His heart to my heart.

- But stillNweOre just talking around itNweOre really not defining
what it means to bed by the Spirit

- So letOs not talk around itNletOs do what we need to doNletOs
define it.

- And we do that by backing up to, and paying attention to the exact
terminology God gives youNand without reading anything into it,
but letting it tell you what it means.

- It says, @s many as arkd by the Spiri©
- What does it mean to lbed or tolead?

- lead = to bring or take someone to a particular plaseshow the

way to someone N it can mean to guide or direct, but while thatOs not
entirely a wrong concept, it doesn't say, Oguided by the SpiritO - and
thatOs because all weQre after is this basic, root issue that is supposed
to generate a specific type of thinking in your mind at this moment of
your sonship orientation.
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- Actually, guideis a species dead\and it really goes beyond what
God intends for you to be thinking about at this point.

- To leadmeans that weOre going to be taken somewHere that
implies that there is somewhere that weOre supposed dandjéhat
thereOs something thatOs supposed to get acconipl{bleeduse
one of the shades of meaning tleatd has is that you are rightly said
to beledto points or places that arequired for you to reach!)

- And even though we donOt often think about it to this degree, we
almost naturally recognize that when you talk about bemighere

is this natural, implied care and responsibilipon the one who is
leadingyou N itOshis job to get you there and to get what needs to
be done, accomplished. (And thatOs all part of this!)

- Basic toleadis also the concept that the one bdédicannot go
where he needs to go, and get accomplished what he needs to get
accomplishedaloné

- And in that way)ead (or beingled) has the element glersonal
associationwith itNthat is, you canguidesomeone or conduct
someone remotelfMap Quest, or by radio) N but when ydead
someone, youQre right there with them, directing their very steps

- And that closeness and intimacy is something thatOs supposed to be
generating some particular thinking in your mind here, too.

- So if we just take the worde@O in its simplest and basic wayNit
means that weQre going to be personally taken to a particular place by
the Spirit of God

- ThatOs goodNbut itOs not good enoughNbecause even the
Pentecostal idea of beited by the SpiritheyOre beinted like a
robot or mummy by the voice, unction, or moving of the SpiritNand
in their mind, theyOre beifey somewhere.

- So even though we can do these kind of word studies (and thatOs not
wrong, and itOs not a waste of time here) - but we realize that weOre
not going to be able to define what it means ttebeby the Spiriby

just word definitionsNwe have to do more than define the words, we
have to be able to definiee whole phraséland itOs not defined for

us here, so we know that we have to think back to something that
weOve confronted before that will make this OclickO!
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- In fact, weOre not going to find what it means tiethdy the Spirit

in any dictionary (Greek or English)! Because youQOre supposed to
know what this mearfsom GodOs worflland it telling you what it
means!

- So we havenOt been wasting our timeNwe know from the simple
use of the word (the way itOs being described tdad€) Mat we are
going to be personally taken to a particular placthbySpirit of God
we have operating within us.

- And that has to now be taken and added to that is the understanding
that we have to use our Bible to go back and find the information that
we can put our finger on and say OThat@sthisoperation of the

Spirit of Godis doing when He@=sadingus!O

- And when we find out what it means in GodOs wmtik

led by the Spirjtwe should be (and we will be) able to plug
that in to what weOve just come to understand about what it
means to b&ed somewhere, and have a clear understanding
of what it means when Paul sayBp©as many as are led

by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of @od

- By the way, this is where all that background work and
review work and pre-doctrinal exhortation is going to pay off!

- So N other than that issue we talked about before in Isaiah 30:21, which has
to do with a ministry that God describes for the members of the remnant of
Israel in the 5th installment of the 5th course of punishment yet to comeN
other than that, and with real honesty of heart in dealing with this passage in
Romans 8:14, N other than a real misunderstandinghat beinded by the
Spiritis all about N thereOs onbne other issue that God has spoken about,
and has talked about, previous to Paul making that statement in Romans 8:14
that describes what that issue is to God, and whatOs involved in it when he
says, Bor as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons dDGod

- (in other words, OHere is where God expects me to go, in order to
define that phrase, beinte@by the SpirD)

- And since adoption as sons also pertains to IsraelNI should be able
to go someplace in GodOs program with Israel and find God
describing thideading of the Spirithat defines what a son is!

- And really, | think the proper (and most beneficial) way to do this is
to see something that Paul has said gadRomans 8Nand pick up
on his thread and follow it back to where we need to be.
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- My understanding is that there is something that Paul has already
said in the book of Romans that forms the basis for everything heOs
going to teach us about, when it comes to_our justificarahour
sanctification

- And the reason why IOm having you think about it this way is
because weOve already come to understand and appreciate that sonship
is a_componerf sanctificatioNitOs a parof it.

- So before Paul actually deals with our sanctification beginning in
chapter 6Nhe made a previous statement regarding what the
foundation is for our justificatioand our sanctificatidithe reason
for its existence.

- And when he made that statement, he said it in such a way, that itOs
designed to OclickO in our understanding how God described it in His
program with Israel

- And what IOm after isNwhere is the very first time in the book of
Romans that the apostle Paul makes reference to what GodOs been
saying in His program with Israel? (WhereOs the first place Paul says
something about GodOs program with Israel?)

- Romans 1:1-5!
- Notice Paul is back in IsraelOs program by (:2)!

- And Ghe gospel of Gdd thatOs in thgsephetsN thatOs in those
holy scriptureghat theyOre talking about is the gospeakerning his
Son Jesus Christ our Lo(d).

- ThereOs a whole bunchgofpels of Gothack in theprophetslibut
the one heOs zeroing in on is theammeerning his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord

- But you can talk aboutesus Christ our Lord whole bunch of ways,
and thatOs why Paul goes on to sawhich was made of the seed of
David according to the flesk now heOs zeroed it down to the
Davidic Covenant.

- Then in (:4) he say#nd declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:
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- Paul takes that general issudltd gospel of Godnd zeroes it down

to the good news of God abdus Son Jesus Christ our Lgrand

then narrows that down to the good news about the Lord Jesus Christ
concerning th@avidic CovenanfNand then pares that down to just
oneaspectof that Davidic Covenant E

E you already know before you ever get to Romans that
thereOs 5 mandates to that Davidic CovenantNancbeOs
going to talk about all 5 of themNheOs going to talk about the
onemandate that has a deaitd a resurrectioof DavidOs

Son in itNand thatOs the Redeemer Man#ate

- And when you go back and you study the Redeemer MandateN
when it comes to that Redeemer Mandaiec@rding to thgsmall
cases] spirit of holinesBlyouQOre dealing with the aspect of the
Redeemer that would make it so that the beneficiary of the
redemption can be holy GodOs sight!

- And thereOs 2 things that are necessary to be holy in GodOs sightNor
to be spiritually fit N you have to be perfectly justifieshd perfectly
sanctified

E. and thereOs @ovenantthat God made that involved a death,
burial, and resurrection of DavidOs Son, as that Redeemer, that
provides for God to give justification and sanctificatéean
absolutely free gift(in contrast to that Law CovenanffHE NEW
COVENANT!

- And when sanctification is described in the New CovenantN
sonshipis one of itOs components.

- And there you learn about the 3rd Member of the Godhead (under
that covenant) putting GodOs laws in the minds of the recipients and
writing it upon their heartNl will put my law in their inward parts,

and write it in their heart; and will be their God, and they shall be

my people. (Jer. 31:33)

- The fundamental issue in beinig@by the Spirit of Gdd is the issue of God
the Holy Spirit (3rd Member of the Godhead) taking a particular body of
information that God is going to call Hi&a®sO and putting them in the mind
of the individual who is a beneficiary of that New Covenant and writing it on
the hearts of those beneficiaries.

- And as itOs put in the mind and written on the hisarteading of the Spirit
takes place!
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- ThatOs why the expression is repeated in the Proweiibes them upon the
table of thine hea@.

- What takes place is that God provides the curriculum for sonship edification

to take placeNand in doing so, He gives it in OpacketsO of information (so to
speak), packets of doctrineNand as each packet is given, the son is expected to
deal with itNheOs expected to respond to it on the basis of which Proverbs
describes it (getting it in the mind, and writing it on the table of the heartN2
components, it has to get into the mind [1] and get written on the heart [2]) -
and there is a step-by-step procedure for that also described for you N which

is why youOve got in that TOC the issue tofkGovwD @ perceiv® ©

receivéOE.

- You GxnowO the packet of doctrine given to you; and then you
(perceiv® what itOs designed to do, and itOs function, and how it fits
into your edification; and then youe©eive it by getting itOs details.

- And itOs details are going to give you the thinkamgl the living
and the labo(godliness) - and when you@eeeivingit, thatOs when
youOre writing it on your heart

- And as you go through the education in the order in which God gives it
(packet by packet); N as each packet of doctrineniswn perceivedand
received as you progress onNthatOs the issue of Bethgy the Spirit

- You()rdaeg through a course of edification (the curriculum) that takes you
from that @abeO in Christ all the way to thagrfect maNthat takes you from
being an initial sonship thinker, to being thkase man/man of understanding

- Therefore, beinded by the Spirit of Goss New Covenant, sanctification
terminology!

Romans 8:14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Romans 8:15

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

- GpiritO =newness of spir{{7:6) = something operating in your human spirit;
the active or essential principle or power of some frame of mind
operating in your human spirit. [see also Rom. 6&wdess of |ife]

- Gpirit of bondag® - Gal. 4:9-10; Col. 2:18-23; | Tim. 1:4-7; 4:3;
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- Qhe Spirit of adoptio® = designed to generate in your thinking all of the
issues weOve covered in our background/frame of reference work (and recent
review).

- The Spirit[large caseSDJpf adoptionis the Spirit of Gogdjust as
(:14) saysNbut HeOs calltite Spirit of adoptioecause He has a
particular roll in connection withdoptionthat has already been
described in GodOs program with Israel.

- Youérg not supposed to come out of (:15) and only think of the
phrase the Spirit of adoptio® as just another way of sayititg
Holy Spiritor the Spirit of Gotl

- Because the truth of the matter is, you canOt come out of (:15)
properly if all you think about ighe Spirit of adoptions just talking
aboutthe Holy Spirit but saying it a different way!

- Thatexactexpressiondescribing the 3rd Member of the Godhead
is said that way to engender in your mind a whole bunch of things
about what God has said concerning the SpiritOs aalbiptioriNand
itOs by those very things God has said about the SpiritOs roll in
adoption that is supposed to be effectually working in your inner
man to produce the cry ébba, Father

- Therefore that terminology of calling tispirit of Godthe Spirit of
adoptionis designed to make it so that you have to be thinking of
Him in connection with His ROLIas the One who administers

adoption!

- And there are a number of things you have to learn about Him in
that roll that is integral to you being able to &kpba, Father

(And weOve just gone through a short review of some of those things
a few lessons ago).

- What the phraseti@ Spirit of adoptio® is supposed to generate in
your thinking (among other things) are those 3 major components we
looked at a while back:
1) What adoption as an adult son is going to mean for the
son;
2) An understanding and appreciation for the responsibilities
that are connected with sonship;
3) Appreciation for what sonship holds as a prospect for the
son throughout the balance of this sonship life.
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- And the Spirit of adoptiots involved in thatNhe has a roll to play in
connection with these things.

- So therefore the son is adopted and pronounced as a son by his
FatherNand the Father declares the nature of the relationship from
now on: Ol will be to you a Father, and you shall be to me a son!O

- And itOs no small matter that you find that pronouncement in the
Davidic Covenant due to what the Redeemer mandate of the Davidic
Covenant is going to mean to sonship N (through that Redeemer
mandate will come the New Covenant).

- Once the son is pronounced as his FatherOs son, heOs to appreciate
that his being adopted as his FatherOs son is primarily for the purpose
of having the heart of his Father imparted to his own heart so that as
@ather and sonO they can labor together in the FatherOs business.

- Also, the son is supposed to realize and understand and appreciate
the vast difference between being a chitdier tutors and governors
and being an adult sawith sonship libertyNin fact, he been waiting

for this moment all of his life!

- In connection with that, the son appreciates his sonship liberty in
some very specific ways:

- 1) HeOs free from fear motivation;

- 2) HeOs free from the rudiments of the world;

- 3) HeOs free from governorship and limited decision-making.

- Furthermore, the son knows about, and has an appreciation for being
a beneficiary of the New Covenant and its sanctification benefits of
having his FatherOs laws written on the tables of his heart (@eing

the Spiritis a function othe Spirit of adoptio)) as well as the other
sanctification benefits of the New Covenant.

- And along with all these issues of the rolitloé Spirit of adoption

the son also has the added benefit of the FatherOs first heart-to-heart
talk in which the Father exhortés son o know wisdom and
instructionO N to understand and appreciate the value and the worth
of the FatherOs wisdom and the curriculum He has designed for His
sonOs education and edificationNthat nothing in this life and nothing
on this earth can compare to it N that every other endeavor the son
could set his mind to doing for his lifeOs work, is worthless compared
to this!
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- And for the first time in his life, the son is to have an appreciation
forN and a zeal and an enthusiasm and an ambition for getting this
education and edification as his FatherOs son, that MATCHES his
FatherOs own zeal, enthusiasm, ambition, (his FatherOs heart) in

giving the education to His son!

- Now N with all that (and more than that) in his mindNall that is
generated by that expressidsuOye have received the Spirit of
adoption® N with all that intelligenthoperating in the mind and in

the thinking of the son N now, with great relitifat childhood is over
and the long-awaited prospect of being adopted by his Fatheres
itOs finally arrivedNnow, with great joy and great gratitude and with
an enthusiasm and ambition thatOs appropriate and satisfactory
because itOs been generated properly in his thinking and because it
is an enthusiasm and ambition to get the education that MATCHES
the FatherOs in giving it E. now we can finish (:14) properly!

- E. whereby we cry, Abba, Father
- A\bbad = Aramaic word for father.

- Abbais the word OfatherO itself N but said in a style thatOs only
reserved for a son!

- And this is exactly what the Father expects to hear from you, as His
son, when the effectual working of the knowledge of adoption is in
your heart.

- Now, this doesnOt have to be any kind of a public confession type
thingNbut my understanding is that yalo actually verbalize this

to your Father, especially upon understanding and appreciating what
sonship adoption is all about, and upon being confronted with it at
this pointNand if it doesnOt elicit this cry Abba, Fatherthen itOs
evident that the information youOve been tolchbaisnpacted your
heart like it needs to.

- In fact, that expressionn@ereby we ¢ is indicating that the son
canOt help but cribba, FatheNif the effectual working of (:14-15)
have done their job!

- That Whereby tells you that there is a methodology that produces
the crying.
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- And itOs by means of the effectual working of all of the words up to
the Whereby of (:15) thatNwhen they do their job, a son will cry,
Abba, FatheNhe will acknowledge it to his Father.

- And a father expects thatNitOs one of the markers that a father looks
for to recognize that his son knows what he has taught himNhis son
knows what it means, in connection with what heOs just taught him
regarding his adoption.

- And any son, whoOs been sitting under that tutor and governor system
and could never say anything to his father without those tutors and
governors standing in the wayNNOT going to let that opportunity

go by!

- So we should now have a proper and effectual working of sdreghip
orientation is all about.

Romans 8:14-15
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fatheproper &
positive response]

- And that means that according to the Table of Contents for Sonship
Edification, we have properly passed the very first component of it:
O'o know wisdom and instructign (Proverbs 1:2ap@nship Orientation|

- WeOQre ready now to move on to the issue of our
SONSHIP ESTABLISHMENT N (Romans 8:16-39)

- | call it sonshipestablishmentbecause thatOs exactly whatOs going on
in (:16-39) N and thatOs exactly what goes on in natural sonship.

- Once the Father adopts his son, He immediately sets out to get
accomplished thist thing that has to take place in His sonOs heart
in order for him to be successful with the curriculum for sonship
edification.

- And this is something that the son has to have done to his heart even
before any of the actual learning of the curriculum beginsNbefore
the book is cracked open (so to speak).

- At this point, the son knows nothing. HeOs an empty son. He has no
idea whatsoever as to what itOs going to take to get his sonship
education and edification accomplished. Furthermore (and more
dangerous), he has no idea of the kind of oppositinhresistance

heOs going to face as he goes through the sonship curriculum.
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- But the Father knows all of these thiigge knows all about the resistance
and oppositionNHe knows all about His sonOs heart and how it works and
how it wonOt workNHe knows exactiyhat the son needs and exacien

His son needs itNHe knows what has to take placeifirthe sonOs heart so
that the seconthing can successfully take place, and then the sesmtitht

the third and so forth and so on.

- The Father knows the pitfalls and problems that His son will have.
He knows when His sonOs heart will tend to become weary and bored
in the curriculum and when his enthusiasm and ambition is going to
waneNand what to do about it.

- And the Father knows just exactiihen and just exactlyrow to
exhort and encourage His son both beféeegives him a body of
wisdom/information, and aftéhe son has been checked out that he
has actually got that wisdom effectually working in his heart.

- The Father knows all of the markers and checkpoints in the
curriculum and knows what to look for and listen for in His son to
indicate to Him that His son has succeeded in the curriculumOs
effectual working.

- And the Father knows how to deal with His son when he fails to
properly respond to His instruction and/or when he gets tripped up
(victimized by either thevil manor thestrange woma)NHe knows
what to do and how to do it, to get His son back on track and
continuing on with his sonship edification.

- And 10Om saying all this to tell you that our Heavenly Father has already
made provision for all these things: in advanaad in that curriculurgou
hold in your hand of those books of Romans through Il Thessalonians!

- He knows that nothing you will ever come into contact with has the
power and the might and the strength and capacity as His curriculum
for sonship edification!

- Therefore a son who only knows sonship orientation really has no idea how
carefully and how thoughtfully and how ingeniously and how powerfully his
Father has put the whole curriculum together to successfully deal with and
overcome every opposing and resisting force from without the son, as well as
every opposing and resisting force that naturally resides in the sonOs own
mind and heartNand at the outset, you have to come to understand &
appreciate, in a fundamental and basic way, what this curriculum holds out for
you, and what it has the strength/power/might/capacity to do for you!
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- Knowing this about His son, the first necessary and most natural thing for the
Father to do, once adoption has taken place, is to get His son estaibligteed
fundamental and foundationeilrtues of his sonship life and the education

heOs about to embark upon.

- And through the effectual working of the body of information
contained in Romans 8:16-39Nit provides us with the virtue of having
the proper, fundamental perspectared_attitude¢hat we need to have

in view of what God is doing in this present dispensation of grace,
along with our roll in it as God@sirsand GonsO

- And thatOs why 10ve called what goes on in Romans 8:16-39 SONSHIP
ESTABLISHMENTNbecause one of the basic and fundamental issue in
establishing somme (not establishing some thing, like a buildingNbut
establishing someone) is to render stable and firm, or to confirm and validate
and settle a weak and wavering mindNto take that weak mind and cause it to
be permanently settled and steady!

- Therefore, by the very nature of sonship establishment, the natural
and necessary thing that will be dealt with most of allNis the sonOs
attitude towards the education heOs about to getNhis attitude toward
the curriculum his Father has designed for him to becowiseaman

and aman of understanding

- And my understanding is that all throughout Romans 8:16-39 there
are going to be manifold adjustments in your attitudeNin fact, youOre
going to think some thoughts youOve never thought before about this
sonship curriculum!

- The truth is, so deep is the establighment as a son, tha~t the
Father is going to have to perform Oopen heart surgeryO on you
in order to get it all accomplished properly!

- Additionally, since sonship establishment is along these linesNitOs also
imperative that somewhere in what the Father does and says to establish His
son, that He is going to have to confront the son with the kind of serious
commitment heOs going to have to make in order to be successful at it!

- And that not only is in perfect keeping with what goes on in Romans
8:16-39, but itOs what weOve come to expect to have happen from our
understanding and appreciation of what the Table of Contents has told
us is supposed to happen.
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- Corresponding in the Table of Contents to Proverbs 1:2b,
Oto perceive the words of understandidyy

- Summary Statement This is an advancement upon the wortis khowO

To perceivein this context, is to have insight and clear recognition_into how
something is going to work for ybiio realize the personal usefulnetst is
going to be obtained from learning twesdom receiving thenstruction and
getting theunderstandindhat God, as our Father, says He offers us.
Therefore, tgperceive the words of understandinghis context, is to grasp

in our understanding that the things God wants to educate us in as a OsonO are
designed to give us (and will give us) suctuaderstandingf things_that we
will have clear knowledge of what@®odin His sight, and what isvil. And

we will be able to make clear decisions that pitserveus from wasting

our time on useless, worthless purdiéad will keep us from being easily
victimized by the worldOs misguided norms and standasadgell as by the
machinations of the policy of evil

- This is why the most natural and necessary and common sense
thing for the Father to doNonce the son has been adopted and
declared to be a son (sonship orientation) - is that the son is naturally
going to want to know what this business he and his Father are going
to be doing together.

- So the Father presents you with grand scopeof all that His
business is going to be about, along with your roll in that business!

- And thatOs what you immediately have happening in Romans
8:16, 17 and ff. (i.e., this is what youOre in for!)

- And as great as the sonOs initial crilfa, Fatheis, it is really

only the beginningNbecause instead of the novelty of the grandeur
and glory of @e adoption of sos wearing off soon after itOs
received, it is actually designed to grow and intethsify

- Corresponding Exhortation: Proverbs 2:1-9, 10-22

- Commitment Level
- Commitment to Learning (Pro. 2:1-5)
- Honest Attendance (:1-2)

- Interactive Learning (:3)
- The Top Priority (:4)
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- Commitment to the Effectual working of what you learn.
(Pro. 2:6-20)

- Nature of the curriculum.
(ItOs perfectly suited to do its job).

- Trustworthiness of the One who wrote it.
(Completely depend upon it to do its job).

- The Value of its Effectual Working.
(More valuable to attain than anything else).

- One of the results of Sonship Establishment is thapaitof faithO
(the active, essential power or frame of mind operating in your human
spirit) is supposed to get established in your heart. (Il Cor. 4:13)

- And by the time you get to the end of the entire body of information
contained in Romans 8:16-39Nthe effectual working of that doctrine
will produce in your inner man tlenfidenceandimplicit trust in

your FatherNso much sthat your Father is to be the most
trustworthy person that you know! And you, as your FatherOs son,
you are to become the most trusting person with whom your

Father ever deal$

- In other words, what a father looks for in his son (by means of
sonship establishment) is for his son to believe him implizitly
whatever he says to him and in whatever he teaches himNbecause
doing this is not only perfectly consistent with having a strepiyiO

of faithO N but the very success of the sonOs sonship education
absolutely depends upon him doing this

- Because the effectual working of much of what the son will be taught
by his father through the curriculum for his vocational education and
training demands that he believe things implicithd that he operate
upon them steadfastlyNeven in the facenudre attractive and more
seemingly believable alternativel$

- And this gets accomplished by viewing the curriculum for sonship
educatiorexactly from the same perspective that the Father dokbk

- Well, with an appreciation for the pre-doctrinal exhortation to Sonship
Establishment, the next thing to do is to begin looking at the doctrine of
Romans 8:16-39Nand as we always do, we need to first of all get an
appreciation for the general breakdown or sections that comprise the doctrine.
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- Romans 8:16-39N what do you see?

- My understanding is that immediately after declaring to us in Romans 8:14-
15 that we have receiveth® Spirit of adoptio® - (that is, weOve been
adopted as sons of God our Heavenly Father) - God our Father begins to
educate and edify us as His sons.

- And in so doing He sets aboutHEstablishus as His sonsNand to do that,

He begins by confronting us with several issues that are designed to produce
in usa matched set of attitudes that He Himself hasnd at the same time
produce in us some fundamental and foundational openatings for our

lives as sons.

- And my understanding is that there are 3 of themNeach one corresponding
with a particular section of 8:16-39Neach one corresponding with 3 initial
attitudes/virtues a father is expected to instill in his own sons.

- Therefore in Romans 8:16-39 we have 3 specific doctrines set before us,
whereby these 3 operating virtues and attitudes are designed to be effectually
produced.

- They are not random. They are in a particular order designed to
so function in your inner man that the result of them will be a fully
persuadednind, just as Paul himself declares in (:38).

- They are: SECTION I N Romans 8:16-25

- Which could be broken down into 3 components
itself: (:16-17) [Introduction]

(:18-23) [Body]

(:24-25) [Conclusion]

SECTION Il N Romans 8:26-27

SECTION lIl N Romans 8:28-39

- If that Orings trueO N then the next thing we need to do is to identify what
each section is designed to do before we begin looking at the details.
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- Bear in mind: - The sory6uNletOs stop talking about the son as a third
personNletOs talk about him as he really isNhegD}-
youOre now made aware that the capstone of your sanctified
position in Christ is that you are adopted as a son of God your
Heavenly Father. And the rest of your natural life, as well as
your eternal life, is going to be lived out in that framework!
(1tOs not just an eviitOs astatusyouOre given by your
Father)!

- To which you have properly responded by means of what
was generated in your heart in the sonship orientation of
(:14-15) - whereby you crieébba, Father

- You have the orientation-type enthusiasm and ambition
(which is a good thing), but orientation-type zeal and
enthusiasm wonOt last longNand it certainly wonOt be the kind
of lasting enthusiasm and ambition that youOre going to have
to have in order to go through the sonship education process.

- Therefore, the Father makes the first move!

- The Father knows what itOs going to take to educate and
edify His you, and He knows what condition your heart is in
as you first start off.

- He knows that, even though youOre responding to your
sonship orientation properly and enthusiastically (which is
something the Father is delighted with) N at the exact same
time the Father knows that, (where the sonship life is
concerned), your heart is empty and your mind is weak!

- And so He has to say some things and do some things to
your heart in order to first of all ESTABLISH you firmly as

His son, and by doing so, provide measures that will cause
specific, designed, intentional responses from you that will be
of such a nature that what gets produced attitude-wise and
virtue-wise toward how you view the curriculum for your
sonship edification will be a permanent and settled issue in
your mind and heatrt.

- And the bulk of that is going to get accomplished by your
Father getting you top®rceive the words of understandihg
from His point of viewN(how He put it together and geared it
for your success even in view of the opposition/resistance.)
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- And itOs critically important that as you go down through the rest of
the chapterNthat each and every issue youOre confronted with in it,
that you look at it just that wayNfrom the perspective of the Father
and thatOs the context youOre to keep it inNand youOre to let that
perspective of the FathesafdrO everything you read and everything
youOre being told. (That will become an even greater issue from

vs. 28 through 39).

- And in this senseNsonship establishment is serious buditseskeven

though your Father is going to say some things to you that will ignite some
explosive thoughts in your mind, and your joy and enthusiasm is going to
soarNthere are also some sober realities that you are going to have to be
confronted with that will demand a levelammitment from youto this
education unlike anything youOve ever experienced or ever will experience!

- Now, with all that saidNIetOs see if we can further identify, in general, what
each of the 3 major sections of Romans 8:16-39 are designed to do.

- Immediately after declaring to us in Romans 8:14-15 that we have
received Othe adoption of sons,O God our Father begins to educate and
edify us as His Osons.O

- In so doing He begins by providing us with some fundamental and
foundational operating virtues for our lives as Osons.O

- A virtueNwhat is it?

- Virtue is basically trained goodness put into practice.

- Virtue is actual goodness, as set against possible evil in
manOs thoughts and deeds.

- (Note how this is in keeping with our Summary
Statement ot@perceive the words of understandijg

- And there are 3 of themN3 virtues that correspond with the 3
initial virtues a father is expected to instill in his sons.

- And our Father gets this done by 3 major doctrines He sets before
us and what they are designed to effectually produce within us.

- (:16-25)- What is the godly virtue thatOs designed to be produced in us by
the effectual working of the doctrine set before you here?

- What does your Father first tell you about?
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- (go down through the verses)

- Simply put, the first of these 3 doctrines is that of the jolyfude
that we possess as Goti@issin His plan and purpose.

- It provides us with the virtue of having the proper, fundamental
perspective andttitude we need to have in view of what God is doing
in this present dispensation of grace, along with our roll in it as His
sonsandheirs

- (:16-25) produce the godly virtue of contentmand_patient waiting
for the realization of ounopeNespecially in the face of any of the
Gufferings of this present tiBethat we will experience.

- The effectual working of this body of information is designed to
produce in you the desire to invest your LIFE in this curriculum as
you see/perceive what your Father has to offer you, and what your
education as His son is ultimately designed to provide you with the
skill to do.

- And therefore youOll be giveapethat will provide you with the
patiencehat is necessarty see this course through to its erd

- And thatOs designed to be made a virtue in your lifeNa fundamental
perspective of life to youNin other words, itOs not to be forgotten; itOs
not just a doctrine to learn as a category and then compartmentalized
and stuck in the attic of your mindNitOs not something to Ofall back
onO just when things get rough and you experience some sufferings of
this present time and then go, OYeah, IOve got to remember that this is
the big issue.O

- No. ItOs to always (alwdy® in your point of viewNitOs to form

your frame of reference and your perspective of life from now onN

what is worthwhile and what is not; what you want to do and what you
donOt want to do; what youQOre willing to participate in and what youOre
not; what you want to spend your time doing and what you wonOt
spend your time on.

- Simply put, Romans 8:16-25 is designed to giveNyou a
Hope of an inheritance so grand that itOs worth
investing my life in this sonship curriculum
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- (any questions?)

- (:26-27)- Addresses a particulabncernwe, as sons, should have
developed when we were told something back in sonship orientation.

- (:26-27) sets forth a doctrine that addresses that concernNand it has
to do with our sonship prayer life with our Father.

- And there is a particular virtue that is designed to be produced in
this doctrine as wellNalong with a great deal of attitude adjustments
concerning prayer.

- Primarily, we should view and recognize sonship prayer as being
absolutely vital (life-sustaining) to our daily lives as GodOs sons.

- And this is consistent with the exhortation to Operceiving the words
of understandingO® N because in that exhortation you have the son
@rying after knowledge, and lifting up your voice for understar@ing
N therefore, it is not only a vital issue in the local assembly to give

a forum for the saints to do thisNbut it is a natural, vital, and
essential issue for BI-DIRECTIONAL COMMUNICATION to take
place between a real Father and a real son!

- In fact, if sonship prayer isnOt taking place, there is
something abnormal in your relationship with your Father!

- And we were told about this bi-directional communication back in
our sonship orientationNso we know that weOre supposed to be
engaging in intelligent communication with our FatherNbut we were
also made aware of some things in sonship orientation that caused us
to havesome real concernsbout our ability to ask our Father for

some specific things N and thatOs whatiofirmities are about that

we need help with!

- The upshot of it all is that these 2 verse (:26-27) comprise the 2nd
doctrinal issue we as sons are confronted with by our Father in our
sonship establishmentNand by the effectual working of what is
contained in them, it produces particular attitudes towards prayer that
our Father wants us to have (as well as dropping some bad attitudes
about it) - and what gets produced is a godly virtue of

unperturbed constancy and satisfaction in prayefi
specifically at those times when wienOw not what we should pray
for as we ough©O
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- (:28-39) - Powerful sectionNheart surgery.
- Set forth last for a very important reason.
- With the declaration of 8:28, the apostle Paul begins the most lengthy
section of sonship establishment.

- By its effectual working, it is designed to produce an absolute trust,
confidence, assurance and conviction in the son regarding his Father:

- to trust Him implicitlyNimplicit faith in the Father;

(having no doubts or reservations; unquestioning trust and
reliance N but NOT based upon the Father saying, OTrust
me, I0m God, youOre not!O N nor is it based upon that old
adage/slogan, OGod said it, | believe it, that settles it!O

- ThatOs not good enoughNit might be for a child in
childhood, but not for a son in adultho@gu have to knowhy?)

- ex., (:31) N Answer: ONo one.O N but even an
atheist, if he suspends his belief, can look at that
question, and based on logic alone come up with the
correct answer, ONo one.O N but the answer youOre
supposed to come up with isnOt base on pure logic!

- And if all you get out of that question is the answer,
ONo oneO then you donOt understand the question at
all, and that answer isnOt good enough to even proceed
on to (:32)!!!

- This is a step-by-step procedure that is designed to produce a fully
persuadednind (:38) - and that takes a great deal of doing by the
Father to get that done!

- But along with a full trust, confidence, assurance and conviction that
I must believe my Father implicitly, another issue gets developed
within you in which you have that same level of confidence,
conviction, trust and assurance in gdugriculum your Father put
together to educate and edify you as Hid son

- Therefore, to put it simply (weOll have to make some adjustments in
this later on) N but for now, the 3rd and final doctrine the Father
confronts you with as His son in order to fully estabjish in your

sonship education is that ghplicit trust, confidence,
assurance, and conviction in your Father and His
curriculum to do its job.
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- SECTION INRomans 8:16-25
- (:16-17) - [Introduction to Sonship Establishment]

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together.

- This first measure afonfidence and assurancthat the Father wants you

as His son to have as yparceive the words of understand\ig that you

begin to perceive with some real depth, ttheroughnessand theperfection

and thepower and thecapability of what the Father is going to teach of those
words of understandingp that you can have complete confidence in the
curriculum Nand so that you can hawmplete convictionthat itOs going to
do exactly what itOs supposed to do: fully educate you; fully train you; fully
qualify you (@dint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified togeth€) for your sonship inheritance!

- And thatOs enough for nowNin this sonship establishmentNbecause itOs
going to be the curriculum itself, as itOs gone through in all of itOs details that
will clarify for you whatever questions you have concerning greater
understanding of the business, or greater understanding of the inheritance, or
greater understanding of the sufferings, or the glory, or whatever.

- And once you have gone through sonship orientation in (:14-15) and are
crying, Abba, Fathebecause of itNthe Father knows that that orientation

type enthusiasm and ambition really isnOt going to carry you very farNin fact,
itOs likely that it wont even be all that great by the time you get to your first
class!

- And thatOs because that, even though you have all this gratitude and joy over
the arrival of the day in which you got adopted by your Father and the
adulthood liberty that sonship bringsNthe truth of the matter is, itOs quite
possible that the son wonOt think all that much of the FatherOs business, and
really wonOt desire to even go into business with his Father at all.

- For example, in natural sonship, your father might be a blacksmith,
or a farmer, or a railroader, or whateverNand you donOt see anything
attractive about that, or you donOt have any desire to go into that
business at all N youOre desire is to strike out on your on and start
your own business!
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- And so there are a couple of major reasons why the Father is going to first
and foremost bring up the issue He does in (:16-17Nand actually, on down
through :25).

- The sonQs initial cry dbba, Fatheis going to tend to quickly
wane, and his enthusiasm is going to tend to rapidly decrease, so:

1) Since you may not perceive as you shouldNor be suitably
impressed as you should with the grandeur or the magnificence or the
value or worth of the FatherOs business;

-0r -

2) You may harbor ideas/imagination of rejecting the FatherOs
business and starting your own businessNdoing your own thing;

- Therefore, the most natural and expected thing for your Father to
first and foremost bring up and bring to your attention is the issue
thatyou are His heifNand that you have amheritance that will go

far beyond anything you could ever entertain doing on your own; and
that is so valuable and so magnificent and so grand that you become
just as deeply impressed with itNand are just as deeply interested in
laboring with your Father in it, as He is in doing it Himself!

- And thatOs why the first thing your Father deals with you about in
establishing you and adjusting your attitude to produce a like-minded virtue in
your heart as resides in HisNis to confront you with you being His hei

the inheritancgou have available to you as His adopted son N as who He has
made you to bei®ChristO sanctification-wise!

- And this first adjustment in your attitude is HUGE! N it is designed to so
deeply impact your mind that it becomes the life of your mind from now on!

- (So magnificent that your attitude and your desire is to invest your
LIFE in the curriculum to get it!)

- And by the effectual working of this Section, it is designed to
permanently establish your attitude and perspective regarding the
rest of your life on this earth!

- By the way, this is how the Father designed itNand itOs far different
than what is the normal Christian attitude of, OChrist died for me, so |
should live for HimO [from the perspective of justification] - noNthis

IS generated from what our Father did regardingsauctification!
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- The old, ODedicate your life to Gddype thing.

- And the truth isNthis kind of Father-to-son (sonship style) type of
attitude adjustment, and the kind of motivation and enthusiasm and
ambition that a son should haveNwhich properly causes him to
invest hidlife in his FatherOs business N not only is that far different
from typical Christianity today, but itOs far different from even how
most Ograce folksO are motivated to Olive for GodO!

- Because most believers (even Ograce believersO) either take what
theyOre told about their justificatiand attempt to live for God

because of gratitude for being saved from hell and the lake of fire and
GodOs wrathNor they attempt to live for God based upon a love and
gratitude for what God has done to suspend His program with Israel
and bring in this present dispensation of grace.

- But either way thereOs going to be problems with that. Because
thatOs not how God our Father designed for us to have the proper
godly motivation, enthusiasm, and ambition produced within us!

- 10m not at all trying to minimize that kind of gratitude and
the indebtedness you feel toward God in light of your
salvation from the debt & penalty of your sinsNbut thatOs
simply not the kind of indebtedness that wilistainyou over
the course of an entire lifetime of investment into your
FatherOs curriculum for your sonship edification!

- By the wayNwhatis the kind of indebtedness youOQre told
about that produces this sonship investment of your life from
now on??? (Romans 8:12-13Anctification type
indebtedness that produces lifelong godly dedication to your
sonship edification!!!)

- Therefore itOs not at all wrong for you to be asking, OWhatOs in this
for me?0O N in fact, thatOs exactly what your Father is going to begin
telling you in (:16)!

- And when our Father shows us, OSgnLhere()s what you have to gain,
and hereOs what you have to inherit.O N and by that weOre to see and
perceive that thereOs nothing in this world that can compare to that!

- Now letOs begin looking at the details (if weOre clear on what this Section is
designed to do).
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Romans 8:16
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God:

- (Bear with me while | grind my axe E)
- Notice how the verse begingt@ Spirit itseld

- You have the large case (SiritNindicating the 3rd Member of the
Godhead, God the Holy Spirit.

- Furthermore, since He is called t@pirit and not the Ghost, you
understand and appreciate that weOre focusing upon a ministry or
operation of the Holy GhostNand indeed it isNbecause itOs as the
Spirit of Godwhose roll in providing us with our adoption as sons (as
the Spirit of adoptiothat He ishasprovided for our adoptionN and
now weQOre being confronted with another aspect of one of His
operationsNan operation in which Hears witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God

- But more than drawing your attention to the flawless use of the term
Spirit (and not Ghost) - | want to say something about the excellency
of the older English usage of the neuter pronadtsel@.

- Nearly all modern English translations change the \ieslf to
himselNas well as all of the Pastors out there who are still exegeting
the Bible do N (they see that as one of their primary functions, though
theyOre never told to do that anywhere in GodOs word), and coming
up with their own private interpretationN(theyOve convinced
themselves that theyOre qualified to be translatdasguage!)

- And in changing the woritiselfto himself these good, godly,
scholarly geniuses have unwittingly junigratedthe 3rd member

of the Godhead! (In fact, if you find someone doing that, you know
for sure they are not qualified to translateNbecause they just proved
that they donOt even understand the language they read and write!)

- The excellency of the older English usage of a neuter pronoun to
accompany a name lik&giritO isnOt wrong, poor translation, hard to
understand, or anything along those lines!

- In fact, itOs not only proper, itOs a feature of the excellency of the
English language that gives prop®NOR to God!!!
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- A Grammar Of The English Language, by George Curme, Vol. Il Syntax,

pg. 553 (subject #60d) N OOn the other hand,or itself, like the relative
whichis usedo indicate estate, rank, and dignityd And though we donOt
usually speak this way anymore, we do understand it when we say something
like, OHe is a king and looks liked

- Therefore using the neutigselfimmediately after the wor8pirit

is a special function of the excellency of the English language

whereby rank, dignity and honor are in viewNand far from being a

Oslap in the faceO or a OslightO or OsnubO to the Holy Spirit, the use of
itselfactually gives proper honor and dignity to the Holy Spirit!

- Far from the King James lacking strength here, it actually
is far strongeto say ®he Spirit itselD rather than the
weakenedversion that says,T@e Spirit himse®!

- Ok, 1Ove ground my axe, letOs go on.

- The first phrase of (:16) saysl li@ Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit (our human spirit),O

- So we need to appreciate what it means for the Spirit of Goebtowitness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God

- Notice that the verse doesnOt begin with any word of explanation or
amplificationNit begins with the wordTheO N therefore we have got
already in our frame of reference from (:14-16) enough information about
sonship that we would expect that the very next thing our Father tells us is
this issue in (:16-17) N and we would anticipétigwe know from (:14-15)
that our adoption is for the primary purpose of engaging with our Father in
His businessNso the logical thing for Him to tell us is: what in the world is
the business about, and how do I fit into it?

- And this first statement of (:16) naturally leads us to the big issue God our
Father wants to confront us with so that we gain an appreciation for what His
business is about with us, especially with us as His sons in this present
dispensation of grace.

- So he begins by sayingTlae Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,

that we are the children of God N and we need to appreciate what it

means for the Spirit of God tzear witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of Godllwhat does that mean for the Spiritbear witness with our

spirit, and just who is it that HeOs bearing witness to? to God? to ourselves?
to each other?
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- And we need to understand and appreciate this because (:16) ends with a
colonNso we have to pause in order to get everything out of this first

statement and to get all the benefits out of it before going onNbut we also
know that even though (:16) could stand as a sentence all on its own, the colon
tells us that He intends for (:17) to be attached to it in order to fully state and
get fully produced in our thinking what He intends in order to answer our
anticipation for hearing something about His business and our participation in

it with Him.

- And since the anticipation on the part of you, the son, is for your Father to
tell you what the business is aboutNthe natural and logical thing for the Father
to do is to bring up the issue of yanheritanceNbecause thénheritance

comes out of the businéss

- You canOt talk about an inheritance unless you talk about the
businessNbecause the inheritance is integrally joined to the business;
itOs part of the business; itOs where the inheritance comes fromNif
there was no business, thereOd be no inheritance!

- So with that being the caseNthe first thing that has to take place is a further
description and delineation, and a further defining and therefore a further kind
of inculcation within your mind of exactly what it is that youOre going to be
receiving an education aboutNand what itOs going to focus uponNand why
itOs going to focus upon that N and thereOs a need, therefore, for the sonOs
mind (for your mind) to become imbued (permeated, filled) with the whole
concept of what the FatherOs business is that youOre now entering into.

- Therefore our Father makes this statement to get the seriousness and the
gravity of our situation in our thinking so that our sonship status becomes our
passionanddriving force in our life.

- So here we goN OHereOs what youOre involved in, son!O

- And itOs the knowledge of ydoheritance thatOs going to give you
that further understanding and appreciation of what the business is
that weOre going to be in together!

- The inheritancés going to describe a particular aspect of the
FatherOs business youOre involved with, and what everything youOre
going to be trained & educated in pertains to, and what kind of
expectations the Father is going to be looking for in you at the end of
that education N all that is wrapped up in the issue of your heir-ship!
(YouOre aheir to somethingNand that doctrine will make some
specific adjustments to your thinking and to your attitude!)
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- And really, thereOgransformation of your inner man that begins to take
place in connection with all that!

- And thatOs done so that when you get to the actual education, it can
take place properly with no hindrances at all. (ThatOs the value of
sonship establishmentNthereOs no reason to tell the son anything

or teach him anything until his inner marsitfor it!)

- And it should be sas@0 N so as to have any thought of you ever
entertaining the idea of setting off in another directionNto invest
your life in some other business pursuitNnever enters your mind.

- Or to never view any other endeavor you could ever spend your
time doing as more attractive or beneficial or worthwhile than the
business that has you receiving the reward of your inheritance in your
FatherOs business!

- In fact, the prospect of the reward of your inheritance is to be so
great and so grand and so worth investing your life inNthat according
to the exhortation in Proverbs 2 that goes along with the son
perceiving the words of understandiigpu should see all other
endeavors that are offered to you by the wdté évil mahand by

the competing wisdom of the Satanic policy of etik(strange

womar) as arap to stopyou from getting the reward of your
inheritance!

- (See Col. 3 N how that even a Level Il son is still being
attacked and allured to another competing wisdom and
another competing business Nand notice this follows on the
heels of chapter 2)

Col. 3:1-4; book-ended with :23-25
- So in getting the sonOs mind OsetO to receive his education (sonship
establishment) N thereOs a natural, progressive order to all that which
Romans 8:16-25 follows.
- So thenNwhen we look at (:16-17), we notice that itOs all one sentenceNbut
itOs got 4 clauses to itNand at each clause we need to pause long enough in
order to get itOs effectual working and benefit before moving on.

- And (:16) makes up the fist clauseNand it has 2 phrases to it and a colon.
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- (:16) - O’he Spirit itself beareth witness with our spifEO

- We have clearly marked for us the 3rd Member of the Godhead,
theHoly Spirit (large case3D)earing witness witbur (small case
QO) humaspirit.

- Notice it does not saydd N as in The Spirit itself beareth witness
to our spirit N no N it says WithO - the Spirit bears witnesith our
spirit!

- That tells you that this witnessing that the Holy Spirit is doing is not
reflexiveNthat is, itOs not that He is bearing witness TO our spirit So
that we have proof or evidence or some kind of an inner feeling of
confirmation that we are secure as children of GodNas if this is a
matter of_eternal security

- The Holy Spirit isnOt bearing witness TO us of anything here at all!
- But He is bearing witness to someoneNitOs just not to us!

- So we have: The Spirit itself beareth witness with our syixiN so
we need to have an understanding and appreciation for what it means
to ear witnes® N

N and just like beingled by the SpiritsnOt some kind of
mysterious activity that defies being put into wordsNa kind

of mystical thing that canOt be definedNneither is this issue of
the Spirit bearing witness with our spirit!

- And to get a grip on what it means for Bgirit to bear witness with
our spiritNyou only have to get the simple meaning for what that is
when anyone bears witness with anyone. else

- And you can see~thatNeven~when you take the concept out of this
particular contextNin fact, letOs take it right out of the Bible entirely.

- If I were to bear witness with your spirit, what would | be
doing? (In fact, OwhatO it means or OwhatQ it is really isnOt as
important here asvdyO itOs being done!) - but for now, what
would | be doing?

- WeOre not concerned here with making some categorical
study ofthe Spirit bearing witness with our spiri{ThatOs not
what GodOs after here, and that wonOt get you anywhere!)
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- In answer to the question, What would | be doing if | were to bear
witness with your spirit? N you might say a lot of things (like 10d be
agreeingwith you or_attestingo something or giving evidenod
something or whatever.)

- But that means thgbu already know something d~oesn(~)t it? ~
You know something and I know that same thingNbecause | canOt
Oagree with youO about something you donOt already knowNright?

- Now thatOs the simple issue in someone bearing witness with
someone else. N That@bat it is.

- But if I were doing that with you when we were talking together
about some other topicNand if | were, for example, out of the blue,
in the course of us sitting in your living roomNand we were just
Oshooting the breezeO N and | were to come along and bring up
something that | know that you already kriéawnd | were to bring it

up like it is here in the senselwgaring witness with your spir@dbout
something N we both know it, and we both may agree about it N but
WHY would | do something like that? What would my reason be for
doing something like that?

- Because more times that notNI would havpaaticular reason for
bringing up a subject we both know and me bearing witness with
your spirit about it N whatOs that particular reason? Why do that?

- Answer | would want to make it so that your mind get focused
upon something that | want to say some more &bout

- And itOs that thing that we both can attest to (when | bear witness
with your spirit) - itOs that thing we both know and both can attest to
and weQre going to deal with that from now dtetOs stop talking
about all these random things (small talk, chit-chat) letOs get down to
the business of talking about something elseNbecause for some
reason itGmore important that anything else weOve been talking
about.

- Now thatOs one of the ways that expression is utilized in just
average secular, profane conversations between people.

- But now, with that understanding and appreciation, letOs now go
back to our passage and put that within the context of our sonship
establishment.
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- YouOve just had (or gone through) the ceremony (so to speak) of your
adoption as a sonNthe excitement of the whole thing begins to subside, and
we now have to get down to the business of the whole thing.

- The Spirit itselfthe very Spirit of adoption that is leading us, and Who is the
FatherOs means for conducting and administrating sonship with us) HeOs going
to get down to the business at hand.

- So HeOs going to bring up somethingNand HeOs garegitavitness with

our spiritabout something that we already knowNbecause He wants us to

start focusing our attention on that specific thing.

- So what is the issue He brings up (that we already know)??

- He brings up the issubat we are the children of Gdd

- And that very issue (a commonly known issue between the both of

us) N that issue is going to capture our attention and focus our
attention on it N and thatOs the very issue that is the proper and perfect
and most excellent issue to begin with (or place to start) because it will
begin generating a series of thoughts that will effectually work within

us to take us step-by-step through the 1st major issue of sonship
establishment and end up producing within us the same godly virtuous
attitude that our Father has about His business and our roll in it!

- And again, what is the issue (the specific thing) thetSpirit bears witness
to our spiritabout? N @hat we are the children of Go®

- And by bringing up the issubat we are the children of Gpdve
know that beinghildren of Godhat weOrkeirs of Godland that
brings up the subject of oimheritance N and thereOs a particular
aspect HeOs after, and itOs not just heirgjof God butjoin-heirs
with Christ!

- Because thatOs the particular aspect of our inheritance that has to do
with the business weOre involved in in GodOs overall business!

- And thatOs whatOs going onNGod is having the apostle Paul utilize the very
terminology in (:16) that a father would naturally utilize, when after sitting his
son down and having told him that heOs received the adoption of sons (and all
the ecstasy of that is over) - the father says something to his son in order to
focus his attention on the business of sonship.
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- And since itOs th&airitO of God that is the mechanical means for
accomplishing that with us N itOs like the Father comes along and says, OOK,
son, quiet down nowNweOve got to get down to the business of sonship.O

- And His Spirit brings up an issue that we both already know dbauhat
we are the children of Ga® N and thatOs the Ogaté€wesgue or critical
matterthat is going to lead us propettythe business of sonship!

- But that brings up another issue that | want to address at this point.

- The issue that gets brought to our attention bySihiet bearing witness
with our spiritis the issue thawe are the children of Gad

- Now, | said before that itOs critically important to recognize that we
donOt have ti&pirit witnessingT O our spiritNnoNHe beareth
witnesswith our spiritNand my understanding is that that is a

particular kind of a communication technique that allows for two
people to be talking to one anther about various issues and things, to
then have one of the two intentionally bring up an issue that is already
known by both parties (and agreed on by both parties) so that it can
now become the focus of attention from now onNbecause the One
who bore witness with your spintants to say a lot more about that.

- But I did say that, even though this is the Holy Spirit bearing
witnessWITH your human spiritNthere may be someone who is
observing all this and gets witnes$e@d N and that may be true,

but as | have dealt with this | have come to understand and appreciate
that even if thatOs the case,riththe main reason for (:16) being

stated like it is.

- But I will give you my understanding on, (if we have to
insist on someone getting witnesgel] on who it is that is
being witnessetb: 1tOs not ughe text OwithO as well as the
context forbids that N itOs not Gdd and itOs not mankind
or the world at largeN so who would it be?

- Well, if youOre going to go down this path and try to

identify who is getting witnessed to (even though the text
doesnOt say that) - | do believe that the context does allude to
one who is witness to thisNor at least gets the benefit out of
the Spirit bearing witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: N and thatOs the creature mentioned in
(:19) N read (:16-19).
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- ThecreaturéNthe creaturecertainly is in great expectation of and is
waiting for the manifestation of the sons of GbHut the more |
think about it, the more | realize that thatGtshe issue in (:16)!

- The issue in (:16) is how the Father begins to talk to His son about getting
sonship establishment accomplished in himNand HeOs not going to get off
course by addressing some issue that pertains twahrdHeOs going to

bear witness with His sonOs spirit about a subject that they both already know
about, and that will be the gateway into the whole subject of what the FatherOs
businessis, and what the sonOs roll is going to be in connection with it

- And that brings us back to that last phrase of (:I&)e Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spiritthat we are the children of God

- Now at this point | want to bring something to your attention hereNyou have
probably noticed that IOve been saying repeatedly that the issue of Obearing
witness with someoneOs spiritO is the technique of bringing up a topic or a
subject that both persons in the conversadiogpady know about

- And maybe youOve just kind of accepted that at face value N that, ok, yeah, |
know and my Father knows that | am ldfsid.

- Que are the children of Gad N (children[Gk., teknon])

- This is the very first time the wothildrenis used in Romans.

- And it is the proper word fazhild or children(teknon, not huios).
(ItOs not just a OpreferenceO of the KJ translators.)

- So why does He use the warkildren E and notson®

- Answer. Because you arechild of God by virtue of something that
happened to you at the moment you got justified unto eternal life!

- So what happened to you that made it so you could be called a
child of Go®
- Remember that this is something both our Father and we
already know abodtso it stands to reason that weOve already
been confronted with this issue by the time we get to 8:16!

- And since weOre not supposed to be scratching our heads
here and saying, OIOm a child of God??? WowNI never knew
that!O or saying, OWhat in the world does it mean to be
Ochildren of God?0 - we agree on this isstie
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- But weOre not told that weQnieilGren of Go@ here, (even if it is
the first time that expression has ever been used of us)Nas if we
donOt already know about itNbecausede&now about it already!

- So where were you told this?

- (And just to answer the question | asked before: what happened to
make it so that you could be calledtald of God[or children of
God?)

- And the answer to that question is that yandg every
believer, arechildren of Godby virtue ofregeneration

- (And donOt try to find the wordeQeneratio® somewhere
in Romans, because itOs not there.)

- So where were you told that you were regenerated? (Prior to 8:16)?

- When you got justified unto eternal life, you were at that exact
same time regenerated

- Where were you told that? Well, my mind isnOt totally settled on
it, but 10l tell you where | think we were told about it.

- By the way, this is a classic example of God teaching us
about a particular subject and getting that concept in our
thinkingNand then at some later time coming along and
telling us what that all amounts to in a single, defining term!

- First of all, you could say that you were made aware that, by virtue
of regeneration at the time of justification, you becarokild of God
right there in Romans 8:14-15Nin sonship orientation.

- But my understanding is that you were made aware of being a
child of Godby virtue of regeneration evemior to that.

- It could be as far back as Romans chapter 1Nbut my understanding
is that itOs resident in the information you were told in the doctrine of
your justification thatOs contained in Romans 3:21-5:21.

- It may be hinted at in Romans 4 in talking about what
saving faith is all about as it pertained to Abraham.
(see 4:11-13, 16 etc.)
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- But look at 5:17-21 N what does the woregeneration
mean? Re =again Generate = born == to cause to be
born again!
- Remember when we were going over this section
that | said something about that itOs not at all wrong
to talk about being saved as beibgr® again®
N even though that phrase is used by the Lord Jesus
Christ back in John 3 in GodOs program w/ Israel?

- Now Paul doesnOt use that expres&iom(agair) - nor

does he use the temageneratedn RomansNbut heloes

use terminology that, even though we had physical life (that is,
we were generated once when we were physically born from
our motherOs womb) N Paul does use the tdifexdto refer

to what we got when we were justifiedNwe were justified

unto eternaLIFE N we got generated agaifNwe got born
againNand thatOsegeneratior

- By the way, Paul does use the term regeneration one time:
Titus 3:4-7 (:5).

- So having been given eternal life at the point of justification (another
life other than our physical life) N we are given to understand and
appreciate that we ab®rn againor regenerated

- And as oneOs who have been regenerated by GodNby virtue of
that regeneration, we can be said to be at that phihdyen of God

- Every believer in Christ receives the nature of beinbilal
of Godin regenerationNbut by virtue of adoption, every
believer in Christ receives the status of beisgmaof God

- So is everyone clear on why God has the apostle Paul use the expression, O
are the children of Gad rather tharw@ are thesonsof God)?

- He has to bring up the issue of our heir-shipNour inheritanceNand
the only way in which youOre lagir of Godis if youOve been

justified unto eternal lifeNor born againNor regeneratedNwhich
makes yowhildren of Godlland thatOs an issue or subject that both
our Father (and the Spirit of God) as well as we ourselves are both
familiar withNand Hebears witness with our spirit that we are the
children of Godlland that makes it so He can then dive into the vital
issue that will deal with the FatherOs businessinberitance!
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- So as we get down to the business of sonship—The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of Gedur Father tells us,
You remember how I taught you about being my child when I justified you
unto eternal life? Well, you got an inheritance in connection with that, didn’t
you? (that’s also an issue you already know—[ from passages back in Rom. 4
and Abraham and the promise and being an heir] ) — and you can say, Yeah,
I know that.

- And the Father then says, Now, let’s start talking about your

inheritance—because there’s something you have to know in

connection with it that you donOknow!

- And that’s what (:17) is going to address!

- You’re not just a child of God but as a child of Godyou also are an heir of
God...

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if
so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

- The Father says, ‘Yguf)re not just My heir by virtue of being my
childNbut now youOre my heir by virtue of being Myson!’

- And as My adopted son—you’re inheritance is tied with My Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ. (and then He goes on and deals with it—and
how we become joint-heirs with Jesus Christ

- And what you’ve got in (:17) is NOT the stating of the same thing twice—
nor is it the stating of the same thing in two, slightly different ways—it’s
actually stating 2 different things:

- Being an heir of God as a child of Godis one thing.
- Being a joint-heir with Christas a sonis another, different thing.
- (those are not the same thing!)

- And by this ‘first-things-first > approach of sonship establishment—what’s
going on here is exactly what takes place when a natural father adopts his
child into sonship. — And right after adoption takes place, the son expects
the father to do something right off the bat—(the father makes the first move)
- and the father’s first move is to corral his son’s thinking, and to focus it
upon the business of sonship.
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- and to do that, the father has to say something to his son in order to focus his
thinking (his thinking that already appreciates the gravity of his sonship status)
and develop that thinking into a full measure of the impact on his spirit that
being involved with the fatherOs busiriessipposed to have now.

- And that gravity is going to be given full expression on the basis of the son
perceivingand learning about exactly what aspect of his fatherOs business heOs
involved withNexactly what his sonship heir-ship amounts toNand therefore

what his education is all about, and what itOs worth is all for, and what itOs
value all pertains toNbecause all that needs to work up and generate within

him (you) so that he (yowyant that education with the proper amount of zeal

and enthusiasm befoitegets underway.

- The last thing the father wants is for the son come into class with
a Oho-humO attitude!

- S0 (:17) takes the one thing our Father wanted us to Ogut our finger onO (so to
speak) that becomes Ofront-and-centerQ in our thinkingNand HeOs now going
to talk a lot more about that N and that is that wetaeechildren of God:

- And (:17) takes that issue we both agree on and moves one more step with it
(a natural step, at that) E.

17 And if children (the @O is a 1st class condition = if, and we are
the children of Godoy virtue of regeneration

- E then (it naturally follows)heirs; N and you can be an heir in a
whole bunch of ways.

- heir = a person who is entitled by law to inherit an estate,
rank, title, office, position & so forth, so onNusuaIIy based
upon being a descendent relative within a family (a family
ancestor). N The most common heirs are a manQOs children.

- Simply put, arheir is one who receives his allotted
possession by right of sonshipNthat is, a son who has an
inheritance.

- And as | said, you can be an heir in a whole bunch of ways: heir-at-
law; heir of blood; heir of the body; heir in capite; heir of conquest; heir by
custom; heir designate; heir apparent; heir by destination; heir by devise; heir
of entail; heir female; heir general; heir of inheritance; heir of inventory; heir
of line; heir male; heir of provision; collateral heir; forced heir; etc., etcE..
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- But our Father takes the issue of us beingdHiklren and the

next, natural thing to bring up about that (in the context of sonship
establishment) is that we areirsNbut because of how many ways
heir-ship can be thought ofNHe begins narrowing our thinking down
to one issueabout our inheritance E.

17 And if children, then heirgeirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;

- And my understanding is that the issue of us bemigiren of God

is something we have already come to understand and appreciate, at
least to some degreeNand also the issue of us tedirg heirs of
GodNthatOs something we donOt have to scratch our head about and
say, What in the world does that mean?

- So what is your understanding of what beindnam of Godis

about?
- You already know that some things are yours by virtue of
regeneration that has made it so that you afeld of God
and because you have been redeemed and are beneficiaries
of the Redeemer and His redemption, you get what the
Redeemer getsNat least some general heir-ship type things.

- Such as the forgiveness of your sins; salvation from the debt
& penalty of your sins; the righteousness of God; the promise
of eternal life; escape from the wrath of Gedved from

wrath [Rom.5:9]); resurrection from the deadNhence, a
resurrection body; a place of residence in GodOs heaven E

- Most of what you already know is your inheritance being
achild of Godwas given to you in Romans chapter 5 N

and there were 3 major things you were given to know that
you possessed as one who had been justified unto eternal
lifeNas one who has becomechild of GodE.

1 - you havepeace with Godno more hostility) - you will
never stand before God as His enemy;

2 - you haveaccess by faith into this grace wherein we
standNwhich means that your once estranged, highly limited
and _highly restrictedelationship you had as an unjustified
person is now agnlimited andunrestricted relationship
now that you are a justifiezhild of God




