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- (:16) - @wellO andwalkO = this is the issue of
living like your Father lives!

- (Something the Corinthians failed atNsee
| Cor. 3:3Nthey Owalked like menQ!)

- (:18)

E - 3) NC = @nd they shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the L@RD

(Taught by God, and intimacy of fellowship)
- | Corinthians 2:10-12, 16N(actually :10-16)

- Note (:16) is a quote from Isaiah 40 (which Paul also
cites in Rom. 11:34, just before the next phase of
sonship education gets underway in ch. 12!)

- see Isa. 40:10-13 (:13) - whatOs the answer to the
question?? A: NO ONE!

- Under childhood God holds back information from
His childNbut under sonshipNbeing adopted as sons,
He holds no secrets backNnothing is held back!

- This, again, indicates that there was a lot that a
person should have learned about what it means to be
a child (and treated as a child), and what it means to

be adopted as a son (and treated as an adult son), even
in GodOs program with Israel.

- So much so, that by the time you get to Rom. 8:14 &
15, and you are told that the capstone of your godly
sanctification in this dispensation of grace is that you
Ohave received the Spirit of adoptionO - that alone
should be enough for your to cry, OAbba, Father!O

- LetOs look back at a place weOve already noted, but
now lets see this 3rd component of NC sanctification
being brought up and brought into the picture of
sonship education....
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Romans 8:1-13

- Gal. 4NW9(§VQ already gone over the first 6 verses
of the passageNand this is an instance where they
are being dealt with as OdysfunctionalO sons ....

- Gal. 4:7-10N(:9) - that issue ofafier ye have

known Go® = the issue of being adopted as sons and
that 3rd component of NC sanctification going into
effect (i.e., being taught by God, and intimacy of
fellowship). N and the phrase,oDrather are known

of GodD isnOt Paul saying that he had misstated
himself and needed to revise what he just saidNno,
itOs that 3rd component of NC sanctification, but itOs
supposed to be a 2-way street (so to speak) - and
because they were going back under the law and put
their sonship education in jeopardy, itOs only a 1-way
street now!

- And this is one of the reasons why the sonship
curriculum has built into it a series of checks or
markers or checkpoints so that your Father can
check your progress throughout the education.

- Sonship is not just about freedom and libertyNbut
the most wonderful thing about being adopted
(receiving the adoption of sons) is the education you
are going to receiveNyouOre given all that freedom
and liberty so you can avail yourself of the education
your Father wants to give you! (And let it produce
that, OLike Father, Like SonO issue so that you wind
up laboring with your Father in all His business!)

- Now letOs return to | Corinthians 2:10-16. (:7-16)
(NCNTaught by God & Intimacy of Fellowship)

- The things spoken of here are specifically said in
connection with the things of the mystery program.

- God personally takes over the teaching and
produces intimacy of fellowship.

- And this is something that we all have to be careful
with as we go through the curriculumNthat none of
us becomes ttor or governorof someone else!
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- Note (:16): the issue of having th@i@d of ChrisO

is not the issue of thinking ChristOs thoughts, per se,
N nor is it the issue of having the Bible, per se, or
having OBible doctrine in the soulO per se, (or a
maximum amount of doctrine in the soul) - but the
issue of having the mind of Christthe issue of

having his mind concerning what His business is
andlaboring with Him in His business!

- Notice the issue ofKQow the LORDO for example

with Moses in Exo. 33:12ffN(:13) Moses knows

God in a justified wayNnow the issue is one of
knowing GodOs businessNof knowing His
programNand the idea is: OTeach me now, yourselfO
(and thatOs a SONSHIP issuelll)

- Therefore, every aspect of the NC gets brought up and properly taught to us
by the apostle Paul as us being direct beneficiaries of it , and those NC benefits
are for us in this dispensation of grace in which we liveNand itOs vital and
natural that it is that way because of what it covenants gpifitual fitness!

- Just one other thing in passingNif it hasnOt sunk in as of yet, have you
wondered why there are 3 components to the issue of NC sanctification???
(Why are there 3?)

- A: The 3 components of the NC comprise and parallel the 3
components that make up the issue of true Ogodlihess

- (see Slide #40)

- Sanctification is the issue of godly sonship edification!
(ThatOs what itOs aiming atNthatOs itOs goalijtirene,
if you will.)

- By now you should be able to see that the issues involved in the NC are
really all sonship issuesNbut you should especially identify with that last
componentNthe issue of being Taught by God & Intimacy of Fellowship

- ThatOs the issue of laboring with your Father in all His businessN
and Paul teaches you that you can now do that because you have
been adopted as sons!

- And that is a privilege of GodOs grace to youNbecause until you, no
one under IsraelOs program had this privilege you now have!
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- We now need to get ourselves to the actual curriculum for sonship education
and sonship edification.

- And I just want to once again underscore the fact that of all that we
have already studied about being adopted sons in God’s eyes, we
have actually covered more information and more material than the
average Christian knows in his lifetime about being an adopted son!

- And just to put this in perspective, we haven’t even begun the
introduction yet! — All we’ve done is gain some kind (small as it is)
of an understanding that sonship exists in both programs.

- And we’ve done that by looking (briefly) at that system of
tutors and governors under the law of Moses—and by
looking at the fact that the New Covenant actually includes
in it the issue of sonship education—(especially that 3rd
component of NT sanctification: being taught by God and
that issue of personal, intimate fellowship with your Father).

- And I also want to re-emphasize what I consider (at least at the
outset) one of the most shocking issues connected with sonship
edification—and that is that most pastors deem it their job or their
responsibility to be in charge of the edification of the members of
their church. They have been rightly taught that there really is such
a thing as the edification of the soul (clearly seen, for instance, in
Ephesians chapter 4) — but they have been wrongly taught that it is
their job to figure out a system or a program or a process or to put it
properly, to figure out the curriculum for the edification of the soul
to take place.

- And they do this by taking verses here and verses there and some
here and some there—and of course with newer and better corrected
translations—and along with new terms and nomenclature and lots
of charts and graphs—mixed in with a few major doctrinal
breakthroughs—they come up with a whole bunch of differing ways
to get the edification process done.

- And it gets done by their own opinions and personal preferences so
that they (the pastor) becomes the final authority in all the edification
matters of the saints under their ministry, and the result is a collection
of categories of compartmentalized (often unrelated) issues that only
causes compartmentalized thinking; zero godly edification; and a
healthy awe and reverence for the papacy of the pastor!




Romans 8:1-13 Page 205

- But the great shock to the pastorOs system (so to speak) is the fact
that God never has left it to anyone (let alone a dysfunctional,
systematic theologically educated, pastor-teacher who doesnOt even
believe he can hold a perfect Bible in his hand) - God didnOt leave it
to pastors or Bible teachers to figure out the curriculum for sonship
education!

- The curriculum was written by God HimselfNit is in the BibleNit is

all in one place (no going hither and yon) N and it is all in the exact
order in which God wants it taught, and in which it must be taught if
it going to effectually work!

- And to tell you the truth, most pastors just canOt deal with that
because of their own arrogance and abuse of the authority of their
officel No honesty of heart; no honesty of text!

- But | say all that just to underscore that God did write out the curriculum He
intends for you to follow in order for proper, godly, sonship edification to take
placeNand be advised: there are no substitutes, there are no alternatives, and
no matter how long history lasts: God curriculum for sonship education canOt
be improved upon!

- So the question at hand is: just how do we get there from hereNhow do we
get over to the sonship education curriculum from Romans 8:147?

- Well, what we have covered so far is a big helpNbut letOs go over to another
passage in RomansNRomans 9:1-5Nthis is the beginning of the laying of the
3rd major cornerstone of our godly edificationNCh. 8 ends the 2nd major
cornerstone.

- Note the order of :4-5NWhy is it in that order? What comes first?
A: The Capstone of their godly sanctification = sonship!

- But you need to see just how significant this doctrine is to
GodNbecause in all this list of great and significant things

that QertairO to IsraelNeven above the law, the promises, the
covenants, the fathers, and even the coming of ChristNthe 1st
thing is IsraelOs adoption as sons!

- And the significance of the adoption as sons coming 1st, is
the issue of just how important it is to God, Himself what His
business is; that that business gets done; and that HeOs vested
the getting of that business done by Him as the Father of the
Godhead in conjunction with His adopted sonsNand thatOs
true in both programs!
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- Notice that as you first get confronted with the issue of being
adopted by God as His son—you go on throughout the remaining

of chapter 8, and you get some really wonderful things taught to you
about the fantastic privilege of being an adopted son.

- And you get taught about the fantastic impact your sonship
education is going to have—you get taught to appreciate the
education your Father is going to give you—you get taught about
how it will affect your prayer life and your communication between
you and your Father—and you get an overview of the education you
are about to receive and how it will impact your life and the powerful
greatness of the wisdom of your Father to overcome all the sufferings
associated with this world in this dispensation of grace in which we live.

- But when you get to Romans chapter 9, the thing you should be
absolutely thrilled with and excited about, and interested to find more
information about is this issue of being adopted by God (having
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father

- And when you finish ch.8 and begin ch.9, Paul knows that all this
thrilling issue of being God’s adopted son, and all that you’ve been
told that it means so far, is now uppermost in your thinking, it’s
what is on your mind—it’s the doctrine that he’s just dedicated the
last section of your godly sanctification to as the capstone of your
sanctified position in Christ —and it’s to be the occupation of your
mind as you contemplate all its glorious privileges and opportunities;
and then Paul says, “Hey that pertains to Israel, too!”

- And what I want you to see, (or maybe better, what I want you to
verify in your own mind), is that even if you didn’t get or didn’t have
a proper or deep or firm grip on Israel’s program and the issue of
sonship contained in it—you can’t get even 4 verses into the very
next chapter of Romans without God telling you, and immediately
confronting you with something: Israel is going to be adopted, too!

- And because of that—we should expect that if we want to
understand more about adoption, that we should naturally expect to
find information about it in Israel’s program!

- And while this may seem tedious to you—I"m going over it this way
because I want you to see that God Himself has designed to lead you
back to Israel’s program to glean a better understanding about God
adopting His sons—in other words, so you see that it’s not just my
idea or opinion that we will find the curriculum there, but that’s what
God, Himself does and where He directs you to go!
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- And God teaches you here in ch. 9 that sonship is something God wanted
Israel to experience, something that God promised Israel would receive, and
something that someday believing Israel will receive!

- And that’s confirmed over in that Gal. 4 passage we have looked at
so often lately.

- There in (:1-7) - Paul uses those “w€’s and “y€’s to indicate
that the wehe’s talking about is himself as an Israelite—and
he clearly teaches (especially in :5) that it is part of God’s
program with Israel that they, too, receive the adoption of
sons! Paul clearly teaches that part of Christ’s redemptive
work was so that Israel could receive the adoption of sons.

- And that should make a lot of sense to you now—in light of all we
covered in the last week or so in connection with the New Covenant
and the 3 sanctification components to that NC.

- But as I have so often said, while we would expect to find a lot of
information that we need to have concerning adoption as sons and
what the significance and grandeur of that is, and how that should
make an impact on us—it’s important that you see that while the
pattern of the curriculum would naturally stay the same, the content
of the doctrine contained in the curriculum would naturally change
between programs—and you should know why???

- In other words—we shouldn’t expect to find the exact same
doctrines to be written on our hearts to match up with the
doctrines God will write on the hearts of the members of the
nation Israel—why?

- A: Because God’s business with us, the “new creature” of
the church, the body of Christ is DIFFERENT than His
business with the members of the nation Israel!

- And a good way to see that is that while we both benefit
from the NC (and the 3 components of NC sanctification),
we know as per the 1st Component: “Heart writing” as per

IT Cor. 3:2-3, that our epistles of the apostle Paul are going to
have their doctrine written on the fleshy tables of our hearts.
But Israel will have that too! What kind of heart writing does
Israel get? (Well, how are the books that follow Phlim.
written?) - Heb.—Rev. = epistolary style!
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- At this point weOve seen that immediately after you get your first
introduction to godly sonship edification and sonship education, God
confronts you right away with the issue that sonship education was a part of
His program with Israel (Romans 9:4) - and thatOs important because God
Himself tells you that you can go back, therefore, into IsraelOs program and
find out some very important things about this issue of receiving the adoption
of sons.

- And | wanted you to see that so that you realize that God has set
forth the structure or the curriculum for sonship education back there,
and itOs not just some theory that | have that we should go back into
IsraelOs scriptures to look for the pattern or curriculum for our sonship
education.

- And againNas you read the first 4 verses of Romans chapter 9, and
as you see that list of things mentioned in verses 4-5, you are
immediately confronted with the fact that sonship (or the adoption as
sons) pertains to those Israelites. (And Paul doesnOt say that they
Oused to pertainO - but he says that they s@pédaainO to them.)

- And the adoption as sons gets mentionedifiestiuse of the huge
importance and great significance that it is to God, Himself!

- And why? why is that the first thing on the Spirit of GodOs mind,
and the first thing on the apostle PaulOs mind when he brings up the
things that pertain to Israel in Romans chapter 9?

- And there are several good reasonsNsuch as when a person gets to
the end of chapter 8, they want to know just what is going to happen
to Israel and just what is GodOs plan for them when He resumes His
programNand another is that God wants us to know that the issue of
sonship education exists in both his program with Israel, and in His
program with us, the members of the church the body of Christ in this
dispensation of Gentile grace in which we live, and God always
intended to treat them as sons N but my understanding is that there is
an overriding or even greater significant issue of why this gets
mentioned first and foremost.

- And | believe that when you see this youOll not only see how greatly
significant the issue of sonship is, but what | really want you to see is
how greatly significant it is to God Himself!

- (That He emphasizes it, even over and above all the other things
in that listNand all of them are monumensslues, but sonship is 1st!)
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- And the answer to this question is really the same answer to the
question of: in light of all that youOre taught about in Romans chapter
8, what is the most significant thing youOre taught about? or what is
the most exciting and significant thing youOre taught about your
sanctified position in Christ as taught to you in Romans 6-8?

- And the answer to that is the capstone of your sanctificatibich

is being adopted as sorsadult sons, being treated totally different

than those Israelites were treated under the law system of tutors and
governors in Otime pastO - youOre now treated as adultsN itOs intimate,
itOs unique, youOve got an inheritance and join-inheritance in
connection with it and there are a lot of details you get taught about

how that education is going to handle the sufferings of this present

time, and so forth and so on.

- But the overriding issue of allNthe one that should thrill you more

than any otherNthe one that you should be the most excited of all
aboutNand the one that should not only captivate your thinking, but

the one that specifically should (by itOs very nature) cause you to yearn
or ache or hunger to know more and more aboutNto thirst for and

fire you up to have a deep desire forNto be motivated to know more
about and to get more information on ... is the issue of being adopted
as a sorso that | can nownter in to doing my Father’s business!

- And that issue of being an adopted adult son to labor with my
Father in His businessNthat issue (by the time you get to the end of
Romans chapter 8), that issue should totally consumgygau
thinking]!

- And that issue is held to the last thing in your being taught about

your sanctified position in Christ as the capstoiiéNand that issue

is brought up firsin dealing with God resuming His program with

Israel because it is tlBIG issue to God in both programs because in
each of them, itOs going to be how He gets His business accomplished
to repossess the earth, and to repossess the heavenly places back from
the Adversary and his cohorts!

- Therefore you should perceive that the most natural thing tpaii
what you would expect to finid that you can go back into IsraelOs
program and IsraelOs scriptures and find information there about it;
find data and doctrine about God adopting His sons!

- Because God puts_a premiwm His business and getting His
business done on earth and in the heavenly places!
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- And itOs precisely because God has 2 completely different business
operations (or 2 entirely different programs or businesses) that He is
engaged inNitOs precisely for that reason that we would expect to
find that theinformation of how one of His businesses gets done is
completely differenthan theinformation of how the other of His
businesses gets done.

- In other words, since GodOs business with Israel is entirely different
than His business with the church, the body of Christ, then itOs
proper and expected to find that the information or doctrine of each
program or each business is diffetent

- And | say that (again) just so you realize that since the adoption of
sons is something God utilizes to accomplish His business in both
programs, it is a natural thing and an expected thing to say that you
cango back to IsraelOs program to find out some things (some very
important things) concerning adoption of sonsN but at the same time
realize the naturalnes$ the information or doctrine only pertaining

to GodOs business dealings with His program with Raadlwe

should expect to find the information or doctrine that He wasits
operate on within the epistles dedicated to His business dealings and
operations and program with us, the members of the church, the body
of ChristNand that information and doctrine is found in the letters of
the apostle Paul.

- In fact, this is one of the huge aspectstbé@ystery of

ChristO - and the information or doctrine contained within
Othe mysteryO (only revealed through the apostle Paul) really
keeps the 2 businesses separate and distinct.

- But that said, it is wholly natural and expegctédt since the bottom
line (so to speak) or the Ocommon denominatorQ to God
accomplishing His business in either program is that He has chosen
to do it by the adoption of sons and the sonship curriculum (either
with Israel or with the body of Christ) - the natural and expected thing
would be that the framework or structurecarriculum would bethe
samein both programs because both programs call for the adoption
of sons to take place, and the education of believers as sons by the
Heavenly Father.

- And 10m saying all this to say thisNwe would naturally expect the doctrine
written on the hearts of the Israelites (written in their epistles) to be different
from the doctrine written on our hearts in our epistles: but the format should
be the same!
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- And, indeed, the format or pattern or curriculum is the same.

- (And Rom.-Phlm. follows that pattern; and Heb.-Rev. follows that
pattern.)

- So at this point, you have to now say, “Ok, I know that it’s not only
permissible to go back and look at the curriculum for sonship education in
Israel’s program—in order to find out the details of what the format or pattern
or curriculum is—but it’s really very necessary that we do so.”

- So, where is it? Where do I go to see it? And to answer that, you really have
to have some measure of an appreciation for God’s program with Israel, and
have some measure of discernment or perception about Israel’s program—but
with just a general grip on it, you should easily see just exactly where the most
logical place to look would be.

- God begins to repossess the earth in earnest as He takes the nation of His
own creation (Israel) out of the horror of great darkness in Egypt and gets
underway with their preliminary sonship education: the 10 plagues + the 5
further trials of education after they cross the Red Sea.

- And we noted back in Exodus 4:22-23,
22 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LQdR&®| is
my son even my firstborn:
23 And | say unto thee, Let syngo,that he may serve meand if
thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy
firstborn.

- See this confirmed in Hosea 11:1 (Also applied to the Lord Jesus Christ in
Matthew 2:15—it has a duel application),
1 When lIsrael was a child, then I loved him, and called my son
out of Egypt.

- God was educating Israel first of all into His Jehovahness and grace,
then their further education in the wilderness (which was a gracious
thing to do) - and all the while He was calling Israel to come to HIS
land, to be HIS sons, to labor in HIS business, carrying out HIS will
on the earth!

- He wanted to adopt them immediately following the exodus—and
that’s why He uses the language He does.

- And in all His educating them, even in the face of their rejecting His
education to them, He still treats them as sons, not as children!
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- Notice that even when they disobey Him, He doesnOt react with the
punishment of the law at allNHe just says, OHow long are you going
to refuse my commandments?O (How long are you going to not do
what | tell you?) [Exo. 16:28, ex.]

- HeOs dealing with them as a father to a sonNtrying to educate them
into what spiritual fitness all aboutNnot them producing it on their
own, but Him producing it and giving it to them!

- And if you pay attention to what is going on from Exodus ch. 1 N 19, you
can see that what God is up to is that He wants to adopt them as His sons and
begin educating them and utilizing them in all His business on the earth!

- And you know what happens! You know that they reject His J-ness and
grace, and opt instead for producing their own justification and their own
sanctification by agreeing to go under that law contract.

- But now you also need to Obeef upO that understanding that you already
have, and add to that the fact that not only did they do that, but the rejection
of GodOs J-ness & grace to produce and give them perfect justification and
sanctification also includes the fact that they fully rejected their own adoption
as sons! THINK OF ITNthey actually refused and rejected to be adopted by
their Father!!!

- Because tha~t(~)s what that 10th plague (along with the feast that was
attached to itNthe feast of unleavened bread) all presented to them:

- They were no different than any of those Gentile Egyptians,
the only difference was the BLOOD of the Passover;

- Passover was teaching them that through the blood of a
substitute, the angel of death wonOt take your lifeN and thatOs
a shadow of justification through the blood of a Substitute on
your behalfNso the angel of death doesnOt take your life;

- And then the feast of unleavened bread occurred at that
exact same time (same night the death angel passed over),
so that you can now feast with God without sin in the
pictureNand thatOs a shadow of sanctification and functional
life and intimate fellowship with God;

- But they donOt want itNthey reject itNand then after that
law comes in, their whole history is one of God dealing with
them as children under the law and waiting for the day when
God would adopt them as His sons.
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- But hereOs the great thing about God in His program with Israel: even though
they foolishly go under that law contract and refuse to be educated as sonsN
God still finds a way to not only eventually deal with them on the basis of His
J-ness and grace, and finally adopt them as sonsNbut all throughout His
program with Israel, God reserves Himself the right to step outside that law
contract (the reserve clause in Exodus 33:19) N and He also allows Himself to
insert within His program with Israel theeeamples of His grace.

- For instance, after Israel refuses their adoption as sons and accepts to go
under the law covenant, God (in Lev. 26) gives Israel their history or a Otime
lined of their history in advanceNand yet you have God coming along
periodically and giving them examples of His grace, which reflects how He
will (one day) deal with them on the basis of His J-ness & grace.

- Ex., Judges N 1:19 (oh, oh, somethingOs wrong)
2:16 (a gracious thing to do!)

- And what you need to perceive in all thisNas you go through IsraelOs history,
you now need to appreciate that itOs not just the issue of giving them examples
of His J-ness & grace (and how He wished to operate with them on that basis),
but these are also examples of how He wanted to (and one day will) treat them
as adopted sons and have them enter into doing business with Him in all His
program for this earth.

- And as you go through the books of Exodus through Ruth and the first 16
chapters of | Samuel, you see God (especially as His words get written down
in a book) - you see Him making provisions in His word for Israel to one day
receive the adoption of sons and have a previewaoidtan understanding and
appreciation of it in advance of it historically happening

- And this is typical for how God operated and functioned in His
program with Israel and in the contents of all that has been written
in His word Oaccording to proph&sy

- Because IsraelOs program was written out in advance, and it is just
as Peter said it to be in Acts 3:21N Qne. restitution of all things,

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since

the world began.O

- The issue of the curriculum (and even the fundamental doctrine for
their sonship education) was not part of Othe mystery of Christ.O

- And | say all this just to say that if that is true (and IOm settled in my thinking
that it is), then we should expect to find a place where God sets forth their
sonship curriculum in advanceNand indeed He does!
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- Because when you look in an overview fashion at GodOs entire program with
Israel, you should be able to (rather easily) see a specific place where God
gives Israel a special preview or advanced information that shows them what
itOs going to be like when He is able to conduct His business with them on the
earthNand within that preview He gives them an advanced education into the
issue of laboring with Him in His businessNspecifically as adopted sons

when they do receive the adoption.

- And He provides the history of it in advance, He provides the curriculum of
sonship in advance, and He even produces a specific man (or men) who typify
or shadow GodOs treatment of them as sons.

- And with even a very general Ogist-typeO understanding and appreciation of
GodOs program with Israel, you should be able to put your finger on the spot
in their historical time line where that would be the place you would expect to
find it.

- And if you look at those 5 courses of punishmentNand look at the way in
which God brought each course in on the nation Israel, you will notice that
there is a OgapO or pause in between 2 of them.

- My understanding is that the place where this preview of their sonship
adoption in advance would naturally and logically have to take place in right

in between the 1st and 2nd course of punishmentNthat portion of GodOs word
that occurs from | Samuel chapter 16 to | Kings chapter 12.

- | Samuel 16 through | Kings 11.

- God, through Samuel the prophet, made it evident that Israel was worthy of
having the 2nd Course of Punishment come upon them. However, instead of
the 2nd CoP beginning, God gave Israel an historical interlude of glorious
blessing and prosperity under Kings David and Solomon.

- This was NOT a stipulation of the Law contractNon the contrary, it was not
merited at all! And | Samuel 16 through | Kings 11 record this golden age of
IsraelOs grandeurNa picture of their establishment in GodOs kingdom of
heaven when it gets set up on this earth. (the very business of God with them)

- God graciously gave Israel this time of blessing and prosperity for a very
special reason. Throughout it He manifested to them every aspect of His
Jehovahness that they would be beneficiaries of when He fulfilled to them
what His name OJehovahO meant.

- Moreover, He revealed to them the very MEANS by which His J-ness would
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go into effectNfor He Himself, Adonai Jehovah, would become one of them
to do for them what they could not do for themselves.

- He would enflesh Himself in the line of the seed of David to do this. And
this is what the Davidic Covenant is all about!

- While under the 1st Course of Punishment God made it evident that Israel
needed a redeemer, as well as a deliverer, avenger, king and blesserNand He
also made it evident that not one of them could ever be any of those things.

- Therefore, their only hope was for God Himself to become these things for
themNin accordance with His name OJehovah,O God covenanted with David
to become these very things.

- Davidic Covenant: |l Samuel 7:12-17 (as we saw)

- The Davidic covenant contracted for God to implement His J-ness for Israel
and fulfill these 5 mandatesNand God Himself would become IsraelOs
Redeemer, Deliverer, Avenger, King and Blesser.

- And through both David (as GodOs man of war) and Solomon (GodOs man of
peace and wisdom) God gave Israel foretastes of what the fulfilment of those
5 mandates would mean for them.

- And as shown on the chart, a parallel account of IsraelOs history from the
time of David until the beginning of the 5th Course of Punishment is given in
the books of | and Il Chronicles. This second parallel account emphasizes
GodOs faithfulness in spite of IsraelOs appatasiell as His special dealings
with DavidOs line in view of the Davidic covenant.

- Now also in connection with all of this, it is also the logical place, and it is
the perfect doctrinal place for God to present the foretaste of their sonship
adoption and sonship education. Because the truth of the matter is, this
interlude is a foretaste of Israel functioning with spiritual fitnegonnection
with their FatherOs business on the earthNand that is SONSHIP!

- In fact, the gracious ipterlude under David and Solomon contains within it
the capstone of IsraelOs spiritual fithess = sonship, the adoption as sons.

- And in this interlude, Israel is givgn, in advance, an example of sonship
edification and sonship educationNand their also given an example of sonship
perfectionNthe perfect son laboring with his Father.
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- By the way, where is the perfection of the son laboring with the
Father seen??? A: Inthe Lord Jesus Christ Himself!

- And when you look at the life of David and Solomon, you really have a

huge amount of informationNand you have much more than the historical
account as recorded in | Samuel through Il ChroniclesNbecause youOve also
got to take into account the writings of these 2 men (the prophetic writings),
which would include the Psalms, the book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the
Song of Solomon.

- And to get us into thisNand to lead us to the specific book and passage
where God wrote down the curriculum and the format and the pattern for
sonship education, we need to say something (at least a bare minimum) about
David and Solomon and the relationship between David and Solomon.

- And there is something very specific and very special that is said about
David (and also about Solomon) - but for now, especially about David, that
would let you know why David is the man we are to look to in order to see
sonship education and the curriculum for it being dealt with between God and
him. In other words, why are we to understand, that in order to see the pattern
of sonship edification/education, we are to see it in this relationship between
God and David and Solomon?

E -1 Sam. 16NDavidOs appreciation of sonship in general; DavidOs desire to be
educated as a son; the Davidic covenant as a promise to have
a Father-Son relationship between God and Solomon, etc.

- Why is David chosen to be king of Israel in the first place
(the very job he had to have to do GodOs business), and why
was he chosen as the one who will be an example of sonship
education?

- And this issue is so important that God chooses David as
the one to whom God will covenant with to enflesh Himself
into his seed-line.

- (:1-13)

- (:7) - Notice that the prophet Samuel needed to be rephmaealise
at this point he was thinking just like that apostate element of
IsraelNheOs looking for a tall, powerful, tough, authoritative
manOs manNbut God reproves him and tells him that weOre
not looking at the outward appearance, weOre looking at the
HEART! (ThatOs how God determined it to be David!)
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- (:12) - Notice how David is describedN@@idy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly to lookXto

- Now most often when people read this, they commonly think that
itOs saying that David was this rugged, outdoorsman, N he was good
to look at N he was the right one out of all the brothers of Jesse; he
was the obvious choice N but my understanding is, thatOs not what is
being described here at all.

- You might say that in the way DavidOs described here that heOs
certainly healthyNand youthfulNbut when you describe a MAN as
havinga beautiful countenance, and goodly to lodkttmtOs not a
description of a rugged, outdoorsman, powerful, authoritative, manOs
man, that would be king!

- If you were going to pick your kingNa king that others would
naturally submit to; that would strike fear in the enemy; that would
command respect and attention with his very presenceNif you were
going to pick him by his looks, you wouldnOt describe the guy as
Quddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to loGk to

- That appearance doesnOt engender respect, or fear or intimidation;
in fact a guy described that way actually sounds a little soft!

- Just try calling Col. Howardo®autiful - thatOs not a word
we would use or associate with men at all!

- Not that David was effeminateNnot at all!

- But in describing him this wayNwhich was the truth of the
matterNyou know that heOs not at all like his brothers!

-HeOs not a guy that you would look at and jump to the
conclusion that, OYeah, that guy there, he should be king!O

- And my understanding is that David is described this way (the way
he really was) for the very reason that he was NOTHING like any of
his brothers!

- So, why was David chosen to be the king? Why was he the one who
God could utilize as kingNas the man who would enter in to doing
business with God in His program with Israel? (Something was said
about David even before you get here, that tells you why!)



Page 218

Romans 8:1-13

-1 Sam. 13

- Saul has just disobeyed the LORD by offering the sacrifice
that Samuel was supposed toN(see :8-13).

- (:14) - What the LORD sought in the king of Israel wasr@n

after his own hear®!!!

- Now that man isnOt identifieq here, but we do have his
identity given in the scripturesN (see Acts 13:14-23) (:22)

- David is chosen to be king of Israel based upon this simple
descriptionN a man after God’s own heart!

- And he doesnOt just become king of IsraelNhe also is the
one God makes this covenavith that will provide for the
mechanical means by which He will get His business done
on the earth in fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant: God
will enflesh Himself in the line of the seed of David, and that
will encompass 5 different mandates that will ultimately
result in issues that will have an effect on GodOs fulfillment
of both of His programs!

- In other words, you should be struck with the fact that
wrapped up in that little, beautiful, ruddy, youngest brother
and youngest son of Jesse is a great deal of GodOs business
and how HeOs going to get that business donel!

- And that expressionag@uan after God’s own heartO - that
usually gets treated as, well, David just had a passion for the
things of GodNDavid was really interested in religious
mattersNDavid is really committed to God, or loves God,

etc.

E‘ - But my understanding is that there is an awful lot about that

phrase; that phrase has a whole lot more meaning than what
is commonly thought; and | donOt think there are many at all
who ever catch what God is driving at by the use of this
expression: dmnan after mine own heart.O

- And my understanding is that this expression or this phrase
isnOt merely a colorful way to describe DavidOs love and
commitment to God and spiritual thingsNbut this is actually
an expression that is pregnant in meaningNbecause this is
a description of a father-son relationshipNit is descriptive of
what a father looks fdactually the very 1st thing a father
looks for) in a son who he can educate into his business!
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- And you shouldnOt pass over this phrase lightlyNbecause actually
itOs dugeissueNin fact, at the outset of sonship education, this is
the BIG issue that a father looks for in a sonNitOs an enormous thing
to a father when heOs looking for a son to adopt!

- And my understanding is that when a father first looks for a son to
adoptNwhen he looks over his Ochildren,O heOs actually looking for
this one, single markén his child that ishe component that his child

has to have in order for the father to consider adopting him as a son to
enter into business with him.

- The first thing the father looks for is a man or woman who is
XA FTERO GodOs own heart in all the matters of life and all the matters
of this father-to-son relationship.

- And far more than merely that expressiangfan afier mine own

heartO being simply one who has a deep desire for spiritual things; or
one who deeply loves God; or one who has a deep interest in biblical

matters; or whateverNitOs just what it says it isNitOs a son who wants
more than anything else, he wants his FatherOs heart imparted to his
own heart (And thatOs exactly how sonship edification starts!!!)

- And if nothing else, you should appreciate that expressiomo
afier mine own heartO to have something to do with a father-son
relationshipNand, indeed, it does!

- 1tOs really a statement that is saying the very thing, and describing the
very thing that sonship is all aboutNitOs the issue of a Father with his
sorNand his son having gone through the basics of childhood
education, so that the conscience is developed the way itOs supposed
to be developed as far as knowing the Father in that fundamental way;
and knowing about him, and knowing the basic aspects of his integrity,
the basic aspects of his morality, and so forth.

- And then when sonship is entered in to, the issue with the child is
one of realizing that now IOm going to be dealt with personally by my
fatherNand | should be an individual whose heart is to now become
onewith my FatherOs!

- And now the Father is going to develop his character and his mind
in me!
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- The son knows that, “My conscience is developed properly to
receive all that— the things I’ve learned in my childhood has all
primed me for this, my spirit is more or less ‘set’ now to be able to
receive this kind of intimate, personal, one-on-one, heart-to-heart,
mind-to-mind education from my Father so that the end result will be:
“LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON!”

- And wrapped up in that little expression: “a man after mine own
heart” - is really that issue in David, that in childhood has set his
conscience, and set his spirit for that—and him wanting that and
desiring that—it’s all there in his heart.

- And God’s going to take David, and anoint him as king—and God’s
going to deal with David in that Father-son type relationship.

- But the one that God utilizes to set the sonship curriculum down on
the pages of His word, and set it before Israel in connection with the
adoption that will be theirs once the childhood education of being
under the law is over with and the kingdom is established and they
receive the adoption—the one that God makes the example out of

is David’s son, Solomon!

- Because David gets recorded as coming along and fully educating
his son, Solomon, throughout his childhood for all this adopted, adult
son type education.

- None of which is to say that David’s father, Jesse, didn’t do a good
job of educating David, because in fact he did.

- It’s fascinating to see that over in Isaiah when the doctrine
of the Christ in connection with the Davidic covenant is being
set before Israel, just how it is that God presents it to them:

-Isa. 11:1-4 - Notice that the Christ will come forth out
of the “stem of Jesse” - and notice all the
sonship terminology packed in these verses!

- It’s fascinating that God goes back one previous
generation—even though the Davidic covenant calls the
Christ David’s son—but the fascinating thing that God is
doing here in Isa. 11 is that He is describing the fullness of
the Son’s wisdom, and the fullness of the Son’s capacity to
rule and to reign and judge with equity for the meek of the
earth (which is a classic example of that critical, discerning
judgment the Christ would have) — and in connection with
all that, He’s that “stem” out of the root of Jesse.
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- And really as God presents it here, He sees the
foundation of all that in DavidOs own father!

- And David seems to be the only son, among all the sons
of Jesse who responded to it - to his sonship education.

- Dav[d was the one son of Jesse that veas&n after mine own
hearO - he had just what the Father was looking for in a son to adopt
and educate as His own!

- So in the issue of sonship education, one of the first things the
father is looking for in a son he will educate is this fundamental issue
that he is ®man after mine own he&tN this son wants his fatherOs
heart imparted to his heart N this son wants his fatherOs thinking; his
fatherOs character; his fatherOs wisdom; his fatherOs integrity; his
fatherOs understanding and so forth, to become one with himNall so
that the ultimate goal of that son can be reached: to enter into all his
fatherOs business.

E - And weOve really been stressing this issue of a sonOs first OmarkerO
(so to speak) as one who is Oafter the heartO of his FatherNand we
can actually find that being described and dealt with in the curriculum
for sonship education:

- Prov. 4Nsee what David himself says about it as it gets
recorded by his son, Solomon.

- The opening 9 chapters of the book of Proverbs
are really the proverbs that David gives to his son
Solomon as he educates him as his son.

- And notice what David says about himself....

- (:1-4) - While this can be applied to God the Heavenly
Father, the context is one of David speaking to his
son Solomon and educating himNDavid is the one
doing the speaking hereNand also you need to
catch what David says here about his own
relationship with his father (that God knew all about)
that helps us understand this concept of being a man
after GodOs own heart.

- And this will go along with that issue we noted before that
out of all of DavidOs brothers, he was the only one who
responded properly to his sonship education.
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- (but look at what David says about himself)
- (:3) - this is a radical statement in light of Jesse having at
least 7 other naturally born sons!

- And he makes the bold statement:

Cror | was my fatherOs sonO - which makes you
think that itOs kind of likeven though Jesse had alll
those other sons, David was his son and they didnOt
quite rate being called sonsNbut is it Okind oflike
thatNor is it really like that?

- (read on) - @nder ancbnly beloved in the sight of

my mothe® - notice @ly belove® - that tells you a
great deal about David! (He had 7 other brothers, yet
he was the only one chosen to be king!)

- Truth of the matter is, DavidOs 7 brothers were not
peloved in the sight of his motker (and note: if

you pay attention to the usagefatherandmother

in the opening chapters of Proverbs, the context is
driving at the same issye

- And even though the New Covenant hasnOt yet been
given (but the Palestinian Covenant made it clear

that God was going to do something with heert

of a justified person) - the terminology in (:4) sounds

a lot like the New Covenant. (heart writing)

- Now what | hope that you begin to see at this point is just how important of
an issue it is (at the very outset of the sonship educationNeven before it
actually begins), that you see the depth and the importance in that statement
and that issue of what makes a son teachable and able to be educated by his
father: the issue that he is @an after mine own heaf

- And beinga man after GodOs own hdaran expression that
encompasses or encapsulates a great deal abattithde of the
son.

- And you can see that by what that phrase does NOT sayNit doesnOt
say, Oa man after mine own thoughtsO or Oa man after mine own waysO
or Oa man after mine own businessO or Oa man after mine own wealthQ
or anything like thatNnoNitOs@man after mine own he@t- that

there is something more (something bigger in scope) God is driving at.
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- And my understanding is that thésean attitudehat both a son must
have, and that the Father looks for, that is an indicator or marker that
sonship education can get underway.

- But as | said, by God using the exact terminology He usea hah
after mine own hea@ N God is pulling together a whole bunch of
things that the son has witnessed in his father that sets his attitude to
undergo the curriculum for sonship

- And over our years together, weOve studied a lot of things abbettiie

the doctrine of the heartNand | had to correct the Bible and call it the
OintellectO N because the heart in your chest really doesnOt thinkNand that
can be proven by medical science, and so forth and sgh@akthrough stuff!)

- And we made a deep study into the doctrine of the body (or brain), the soul,
and the spirit.

- And we talked about the lobes of the brain and the circulation of thoughts and
the categories of the intellect or mindN(the memory center, the conscience,
the norms & standards, the frame of reference, the analysis center, the
emotions, etc.) N and we tried to map out or chart the movement of thoughts

in the brain and so forth and so on.

- But the Bible really does a far better jobNand a much more simple jobNof
getting you to understand and appreciate the working ofignar manas
God Himself wants you to understand it.

- God talks about your inner man as having a soul, and will sometimes
talk about what it does and what goes on thereNand then God will
talk about your human spirit and what it does and what goes on there.

- And when God wants to gather up all the workings of your inner man
and talk about them in one Oball of waxO (so to speak), HeOll use this

word heart ( ble orkardi,a ).

- And when God is talking about mén after mine own he#bt- HeOs
not just talking about a man after GodOs thoghiteugh it is that,

itOs more than that) - or talking about a man after GodOs ways
(although it is that, itOs more than that) - or even a man after GodOs
businesgalthough it is that, itOs more than that).

- My understanding is that the phragenan after mine own hegértis

a very broad, general description (that is, the son really doesnOt have
any fine details yet), but it describes what the sonQOs attitude is of his
Father- about thescopeof all that his Father is!
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- And our English wordl@arO conveys that very attitude perfectly!

- Because it embraces not just the thoughtsNthinking the thoughts of
the FatherNbut it also contains the idea of likes of the Father;

liking what the Father likes amisliking what the Father dislikes;

and thevaluesof the FatherNvaluing what he values & esteearsd
what the Fathetontemns(to use that older English term) the son
contemnsNand what the Fathabhors, the son abhorsNand to be
impressedwith what impresses the Father; and tabignpressed

with what the Father is unimpressed with, and so forth and so on.

- And as | said, though all the details of it aJI arenOt therg yet, all that
the son sees ip his Father, that son qutsNand the sonOs a’gtitude is
set for itNthatOs what it means to lzen@an after mine own heart

- And with all of his faults and problems and failings, that attitude was always
DavidOs attitude!

- And look how much David understood and appreciatedNobviously
from the education that he received from his father ....

-1 Sam. 17N(The battle with the Philistine Goliath)
- Note DavidOs brothers attitude vs. his attitude!

- (:41-46) - David knew a whole bunch of things!

- He knew about GodOs Jehovahness and grace;

- He knew about GodOs Jehovaan@®:;

- He knew something of GodOs business; and GodOs likes
and dislikesNof what God values and esteems and what
God contemns and abhorsNof what God is impressed with
and unimpressed with, etc.

- This account gets a large amount of space in the Biblical
recordNnot for just being a great Sunday School storyNbut
because of how it puts on display that attitudeaci@n after
mine own hea@®!

E‘ - David was the only one in the whole bunch that knew GodOs
hearton this matterNand David got it as the one God was
utilizing in that Qinterlude® penwdtereby God was giving
Israel a foretaste picture in advance of God being a Father to
them and them being GodOs sons!
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- That statement: David was “a man after GodOs own hé&asta sonship
statement!

- And in this ‘foretaste in advance’ capacity, David was educated by his father,
Jesse, and David will then function one day as a father, himself, and in turn,
educate his son, Solomon.

- And there is a need to, when God puts the curriculum for sonship
education down in writing, there is a need to have not one example
of sonship, but to have an educated son, function as a father to his
son and educate him!

- And, in fact, the truth of the matter is, God is going to have two (2)
of David’s sons dealt with as a father to a son:

1) Solomon

2) David’s “greater” son—the Lord Jesus Christ, which is
‘the man.’

- (see Matthew 1:1; 9:27; 12:22-24: 12:42; 21:9; 22:41-46)

- Both of them are dealt with as a Father to a son—both of
them go through the sonship education curriculum process.

- And you see the Lord being dealt with as a son—and you

even have insight into the fact that when the Christ does

show up, He is going to go through the sonship curriculum

and be educated as His Father’s son.

- (see Isaiah 50:1-8) [you get a lot of expressions used here
that are expressions of sonship edification!]

- Back to David—David understood a whole bunch of things about
being a son—about the instruction as a son—the curriculum of
sonship—and what the whole thing was designed to accomplish.

E - II Samuel 7

- Background: see II Sam. 5:1-5
- II Sam. 6—David wants to bring the ark to
Jerusalem and build God a permanent house.

- Note David’s heart after God’s own heart!

(David had an understanding of what God was doing in this interlude;
he understood a great deal about His J-ness & grace; he understood at
least 5 of the 7 Jehovah compound names [especially Jehovah-nissi =
God our ‘banner’ or conquering hero]).
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- And all ’m after here is not to belabor the issue of David being

a man after GodOs own heghd that issue being a sonship issue),
or to harp on it or anything along those lines—but I really want you
to have it settled in your own mind that when we say that the
statement “a man after mine own hedris a sonship statement, that
you really do see that’s not a stretch, that’s not wresting the
Scriptures or going out of bounds just to force a point—but that it’s
really there and it really is the attitude in a son that the Father looks
for that signals to the Father that this son’s mind and conscience and
attitude is now ready for his sonship education to begin.

- And here in II Sam. 7 where the Davidic Covenant is given is a
perfect example of that—especially in light of what preceded it in
chapter 6 and the opening verses of chapter 7:

- David’s conquests (military victories) are described;

- The kingdom gets unified & peace and prosperity persists;
- The ark is brought up into Jerusalem;

- David wants to build God a house!

- And this is all done in the midst of that 1st CoP having come upon
them and their meriting the 2nd, but God pausing those punishments
and bringing in this interlude of peace and prosperity and military
victory and unified kingdom and the ark is back—and David knows
that all this is happening by God J-ness & grace—Lev. 26 said
nothing about an interlude of blessing—and David knows it and now
he wants to build God a house in Israel.

- Why? why does David want to build God a house in Israel?

- He has just seen the demonstration of God’s J-ness (for example in
his military victories—that Jehovah-nissi concept—the Lord our
conquering hero) - and now he realizes that they need to have God
implement the entirety of His Jehovahness for them—in other words,
David understood that now is the time (almost in anticipation of what
God was about to do) that now is the time for God to implement His
Jehovahness—and David wanted God to begin living with them on
this earth in Israel and doing just that!

- While David might not have known why God was being
longsuffering and gracious to them—he saw it was the right time to
take advantage of that issue and call for God’s house to be built so
that He would make it a permanent arrangement—and so God would
do for them what they couldn’t do for themselves.



Romans 8:1-13 Page 227

- And David perceived that correctly because he wasa® after

God'’s own heart.O - And God indeed does just that in the giving of
the Davidic CovenantNthe mechanical means of implementing His
Jehovahness and grace!

- And this confirms that it wasnOt just that David loved the LordNbut

that he understood some things about GodOs business and he wanted to
labor with the Lord in His businessNhe understood what God had

given to Israel; he had been taught by his father who God was as far as
His J-ness & grace; he called upon that J-ness; he saw IsraelOs need for
God to permanently operate with them based on His J-ness and grace;
and he tries to build God a house for that to happenNfor God to come
and dwell with them and be their King and Blesser and Avenger and
Deliverer and RedeemerN(although he didnOt understand it quite that
way, he did understand it from those Jehovah-compound names).

- And all that is the backdrop for the Davidic Covenant being brought
inNsonship is actually the backdrop for the Davidic covenant being
put into effect!

- (see ll Sam. 7:1-17)

- And in connection with that Davidic Covenant (the mechanical means by
which God is going to put His J-ness into effect to do for them what they
couldnOt do for themselves) - take a look at a particular psalmNin fact a prayer
of David that surrounds the first mandate of that Davidic Cov. going into

effect: the Redeemer and His redemption .... (book I) .....

- Psalm 17 - This is a psalm that just totally confuses the Bible scholars

=

and most Bible teachersNso much so that they come along

and all agree that, OWell, thatOs not what it really says; thatOs
not what it says in the Ooriginal®O and so they have to alter the
reading with a Onew and improvedO better translation!

- But this serves as a great example of how, if you have been paying
attention to what is going on, and if you pay attention to the sense &
sequence of GodOs wordNbut even more than all that, if you only had
a frame of reference for sonship edification and sonship education, and
you see this psalm in that frameworkNthen it not only makes perfect
sense, it makes perfect sense just as it stands written in the authorized
KJ Bible!

- This is a great example of a son (a man after GodOs own heart) who
is expressing an educated heart to Gadtalligent sonship prayer!
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- (:13) - @vhich is thy swortD - totally confounds the
scholarsNthey just canOt handle such a statement as this, so
they deletdrom GodOs word; adol GodOs word; and re-

word GodOs wordN(pretty good, they screw up every way
they can screw up in just this one verse alone!)

- They translate: ODeIiyer my soul from the wicked
by thy swordO (ASV); Orescue me from the wicked
by your swordO (NIV, NASV), etc., etc.

- (They also screw up (:14) [they trans., Oby thy fand0

- If they were paying attention, they would know exactly
what David is talking about!

- This is prophetic to the time in which the 1st mandate of the
Davidic Cov. gets put into effect (the Redeemer and His
Redemption) - and that all takes place when Israel is into her
4th installment of her 5th Course of Punishment ... humm,

do you think that a properly educated Israelite should already
know that this phrase has already been brought up back in
the place where those courses of punishment were originally
given????

- (itOs sitting Lev. 26:27-39) (:33)!!!

- But the 17th Psalm is a great example of a lot of sonship
understanding being spoken back to God in intelligent sonship
prayer!

E - So David is thati®an after mine own he#t- and Jesse adopted David and
taught David about GodOs Jehovahness and grace.

- But God is going to need to present (in this interlude of His graciousness to
them where He gives them a foretaste picture in advance of His J-ness and
when they will receive the adoption of sons) - He presents them with not just
one example, but two examples.

- And David is that first example (GodOs man of war); and his son Solomon is
the second example (GodOs man of peace).

- So letOs now look at Solomon and some things recorded in GodOs word that
verify and confirm that he is being utilized as a foretaste picture of a son

being adopted by his father and taught by him to ultimately go into doing his
FatherOs business.
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- WhatOs true of the Father-son relationship between David & Solomon is also
true of the Lord Jesus Christ.

- To confirm/verify that: Il Sam. 7:12-14 (:14)
cp. Heb. 1:1-5 (:5)

- This is a very critical point: whatOs true of the Father-son
relationship between God and Solomon is also true of the Father-Son
relationship between God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ!

- And the reason this is so vital is that if thatOs true (and it is) - and if
the sonship curriculum was given to Solomon by DavidNand if God
wrote down that sonship curriculum in His word by and through
SolomonNiif all thatOs trueNthen we can safely narrow down our
search to the place where Solomon writes down what his father David
taught him and the curriculum for sonship that David gave him, and
thatOs where we would naturally expect to find the curriculum for
sonship education.

- And as we have said and proven before, we would expect to
find the pattern or format or curriculum for sonshipNand that
pattern or curriculum being utilized by God for Israel (the
remnant); for the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and for us, the
members of the body of Christ in this dispensation of grace.

- The pattern or curriculum being the same, but the doctrine
that gets written on the heart being different in IsraelOs
program than in our program because the FatherOs business is
vastly different in each program.

- So when we look at all that Solomon wrote in the Scripture, the only
place we find him writing down a pattern or form or curriculum for
being educated as a son is in the book of Proverbs!

- Therefore we know that the general place we have to look is in that
interlude between the 1st & 2nd CoP; but we also now know (in light
of what God was doing with Solomon) that we have to specifically
look in the book of Proverbs for the sonship curriculum!

- And thatOs how we can safely and confidently arrive at the book of
Proverbs N and know and perceive that the book of Proverbs contains
the sonship curriculumNthereOs no Oguess workO or puzzle or mystery
about it at allNif you just allow GodOs word to take you where it

wants to and confirm it to your own heart!
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- God is going to use David to educate Solomon.

- God is going to give David doctrineNso that he, as SolomonQOs physical
father can impart doctrine (much like his own father, Jesse, did) N doctrine
that will allow Solomon to function as a son of God (in that same kind of
limited capacity that David did) N with wisdom, and discretion, and
discernmentNto rule and reign in Israel righteously and justlyNGodOs going
to use David to educate him.

- And we can find that very thing historically happening.

=

-1 Kings 3:5-13 N then (:16-28 = account of dividing the baby boy)
- | Kings 4:29-34

- But then we can also see the failure of aisd®olomon who,

because of his own negative and improper response to the sonship
education, allowed himself to be victimized by the Satanic policy of
evilNand this needed to get recorded tooNbecause the battle with the
Adversary is a primary issue to a fully educated sonNand all of the
warnings that a son is given, and all the exhortations that a son is
given to not fall prey to the Adversary are all important issues for
GodOs sons in both His programs!

- But again, even that issue of the Adversary and how he will respond
and how he will attack and how he will try to gain an advantageNall
that will have to be recorded and dealt with in the information
contained in the doctrine that gets written on the hearts of GodOs
sonsNand that information will drastically be differahie to GodOs
business being different in both programs and due to the AdversaryOs
tactics_having to naturally chanégnd adapt) from his policy of evil
toward the members of the remnant of Israel, to us the members of
the church the body of Christ!

-1 Kings 11 - The father-son relationship, mechanically, is carried
out through David & SolomonNGod gave David the
information, and then it gets recorded in the opening
chapters of Proverbs by Solomon as David imparted
it to Solomon.

- (:1-4) N the heart of David wasp@rfect with the LORD his
GodO N and David imparted thak&¢O to his sonNbut
Solomon didnOt retain it allNit wasnOt all written on his heart
and operating in him!
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- Then over in the book of Ecclesiastes you get further historical
information concerning the horrible outcome of Solomon who had
allowed himself to be victimized by the Satanic policy of evilN
especially by thedil manO and thes@ange woman.O

- And this issue was all previously given to SolomonNit was given in
his sonship educationNhe got warnings about itNhe got many
exhortations not to go down that path and allow himself to be swayed
and turned by thatvil man andstrange womanNand he got doctrine

that should have been written on his heart to properly deal with all her
allurements, etc.

- Proverbs 2:10-19 evil man= the wisdom and ungodly
evil of this world.
-strange womarr Satanic Policy of Evil.

- Therefore if you have David and Solomon as the main examples of sonship
education given to Israel as the foretaste picture in advance of their own
adoption as sonsNit would stand to reason that you would naturally expect to
find the curriculum for sonship education givnDavidto Solomon as it gets
recorded in GodOs word.

- Maybe you could say that, well, | would expect to find the
curriculum given by Jesse and recorded in the Bible as he gives
it to David.

- Ok, but when we look to find that, we really donOt have any place
where that happens.

- Jesse isnOt utilized by God as a writer of scripture!

- But we do find a place where the whole issue of sonship education
is given by David to his son Solomon.

- And given the limited way God records what He does about Jesse,
(not to minimize that, because as we noted before, God does include
Jesse over there in Isaiah 11), N but God emphasizes David as the
full example of a son having received his education from his father,
and then passing that education on to his son Solomon.

- And because of thatNto me anywayNI would expect to find the
curriculum being written down as it passed from David to Solomon;
and thatOs exactly what | do find.
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- So | believe we can confidently narrow down our search to limit it to the
books that Solomon wrote because he is going to utilized by God as a son
who gets adopted and educated by an already-existing educat&hgioh
himself.

- So when weOre trying to narrow down the actual book in which the sonship
curriculum is written down, weQOre going to have to look at the writings of
SolomonNand just to verify and confirm and settle our thinking that it is
found in the book of ProverbsNmy understanding is that we can further rule
out the book of Ecclesiastes since it is the account of a son who failed in his
sonship educationNthat education being something already undeesttiuat
point.

- And in SolomonQs other bookNthe Song of Solomon, it deals with
another aspect of already-educated sonsNbecause it primarily deals
with the members of the remnant of Israel who come under influence
and attack of the Satanic plan/policy of evil and are delivered from it
by her OBeloved.O

- The S.0.S. is actually one in a trio of songs about GodOs
OBelovedO (along with the 45th Psalm and Isa. 45) - and in
the S.0.S., youOve got the Shulamite Woman = the remnant
(not the Church!); the Shulamite WomanOs OBelovedO = the
Lord Jesus Christ; and youOve got another man who is trying
to woo the Shulamite Woman away from her Beloved =
Solomon himself representing the Satanic policy of evil!

- So that really leaves us with only one book: The Proverbs!

- And not only when we look there do we obviously find a
son being educated by his fatherNbut we can also narrow it
down even further than thatNbecause we can actually see in
the way the book of Proverbs is structured that it opens up
with information directly from David to Solomon.

- ProverbsNnotice how that the wording of 1:1 differs from
the wording of 10:1Nand the OMy sonO of (:9) and 2:1, 3:1,
5:1, 6:1, 7:1 N those first 9 chapters are actually the
instruction of David, SolomonOs father

- All of this is just more understanding and appreciation of the BibleOs
sense & sequenceNProverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Solomon.
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E} - The first 9 chapters of the book of Proverbs is David adopting
SolomonRNgiving Solomon the education that God, his Heavenly
Father wants Solomon to have so that he can haged@n and
instructionChe can perceive the words of understandihgnd he can
Qeceive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and €quity
and so forth.

- And you can clearly see that (sonship education) going on:
- Pro. 3:1-6; 4:20-23; 6:20-21; 7:1-3 [all exhortatidns
(this is that language we would expect to find when discussing
sonship education and how it is supposed to be received) - and
it sounds a lot like Jer. 31!

- Again, David, SolomonOs fatherOs heart peage€d and
SolomonOs wasnOt as he nears the end of his lifeNDavid got
doctrine from God his Heavenly FatherNDavid imparts it
through an educational curriculum and an edificational course
to his son Solomon, and it gets recorded in these opening 9
chapters of the book of Proverbs.

- ThereOs a format to itNand a progress to it like you would
expect to findNthereOs going to be writing on these tables of
your heart and it has to be written in order, and on the right
table; and there has to be a form to itNand there is! (And it is
the same curriculum for us as it is for them!)

- So when we are told by our apostle, the apostle Paul, that weoasedd

God) and we have receivati€Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
FatheiO N and then if we want to further our understanding and appreciation
of what it all means to be adopted by our Heavenly FatherNif we want to
know the value and gravitgf what adoption means to God and what it means
in the BibleNthen Paul tells us in (9:4) thab @rael pertaineth the adoptigh

N which means that we can go back into IsraelOs program and find out what
adoption is all about; and what the pattern or format or curriculum for a sonOs
education consists of N we donOt have to OguessO at it at allNwe can find a
historical place where God put the spotlight (so to speak) on sonshipNin that
glorious interlude of peace and prosperity between the 1st & 2nd Courses of
PunishmentNand we can have certainty and assurance that we can narrow that
period down to the writings of one of the main characters utilized by God to
put on display the sonship curriculumN(Solomon being educated by his
father, David) - and then, of the writings of Solomon, the only one that deals
with the written curriculum for a son being educated by his father is the book
of ProverbsNand furthermore within the book of Proverbs, the only place
where David is giving the sonship curriculum to Solomon occurs in the first 9
chapters of the book.
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- And that’s how you arrive at the book of Proverbs and chapters 1-9.

- And for us to understand our adoption—and for us to understand
our edification and the way we are to supposed to be educated and
edified—the course God has already written down in His word for us
to follow, if we only would follow it instead of a man’s (a pastor, a
bishop, an evangelist, a seminary professor, a scholar, or any Bible
teacher or any “Best-selling Christian author” in Satan’s stable of
stars), that is, instead of a man’s best guess or ‘breakthrough’
doctrine—the doctrine men have ordered on their own— we need to
come back here and learn and perceive something about God’s
curriculum for sonship education and sonship edification.

- To see the pattern for it—to see when it’s the right time to be
exhorted—to see what kind of things are going to tempt us to be
removed from this education God wants to give you—and even for
me as a teacher of the curriculum, when it is proper to stop and
remind you of the value of this education as God’s son, and the
weight and the gravity of it, and the need to press on in it — what
kind of dangers and pitfalls are there going to be along the way—and
what kind of enemy we will face and what his tactics are going to be.

- All of this (and more) are contained in these 9 chapters of Proverbs
as David educates his son so that his son can function unto God,
being his Heavenly Father.

- And once again, the doctrine that gets written on Solomon’s heart
will not be the same as the doctrine that gets written on your heart.
But the format or curriculum will be the same!

- And because of that, these opening 9 chapters of Proverbs,
and all of our epistles of the apostle Paul should be so
exciting to you that you can’t be able to put them down!

- Because, as we will see, when you take what is covered in
the curriculum for sonship education in Proverbs and just
overlay it over Rom. — II Thess., those letters of Paul
follows that exact same pattern for sonship edification as
contained in Proverbs. And Heb. — Jude do the same!

- Note: I’m not talking about a chapter by chapter match, or
a verse by verse match or anything along those lines—but the
pattern of the components are the same.
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- Now, to bring this whole, kind of introduction to sonshipNor introduction to

the sonship curriculumNor background information that we need to have
before looking at the actual curriculum in Proverbs 9Nin order to kind of

bring all this to a close, 10d like to go back and look at that perfect Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself and just mention something about Him and His
sonship education so that you will hopefully appreciate that what you are about
to embark upon and what you are about to make the commitment to for what is
essentially, the rest of your lifeNthat you appreciate that this is exactly what
Jesus Christ Himself did in His earthly life as wghnd that should excite you!)

- And before we get to that Perfect Son, (the Lord Jesus Christ), | just want
you to understand and appreciate that sonship isnOt just something that God
wanted to do with the remnant of Israel, or just something that He wants to do
with us, the members of the church, the body of ChristNbut itOs something
that He intended to do with all mankind from the very beginning of creation.

- That is, sonship isnOt j@big issue with GodNsonship edification THE
BIG ISSUE with GodNand it has always been that way, even with Adam in
the garden of Eden!

- And first of all | want you to see that the issue of being educated
into GodOs wisdom (and having GodOs heart imparted to anotherOs
heart) is something unique to only one segment of GodOs creation:
Man!

-AAngeIslileven Lucifer himselfNare created with wisdom already
Obuilt inO, so to speak!

- Ezk. 28: N (:1-3); (:11-19) (:12, 17)

- And we know from the Isa. 14:12-17 passage (the 5 Ol willOsO) that
LuciferOs most coveted desire of all is tolike e most High
(possessor of heaven and edl@en. 14:18-19) - his desire is to have
what God reserved for man and man alcediinessNGod-like-ness.

- And we know that the issue of godliness is the issue of thinking,

living, and laboring like Gddland we should also know or recognize

that those 3 issues arenOt just issues of godliness, but they are also the
issues that are pertinent or the matters at hand for sonship edification

- Lucifer didn®t just want godlinessNhe wanted godliness because it
was what you had to hate be an educated sdNLucifer wanted
to lay claim on the adoption of sons!



Andrew Newbold
Class #1632


Page 236 Romans 8:1-13

- And I only bring this to your attention because I want you to see how that

God created man—not angels—but man—man was created with the
unigueness of being able to function as a son with God as his Father.

- Gen. 1:26-27—note this seems to be redundant—but God is never

redundant—therefore it must be for some reason He repeats and
almost underscores how man (the crowning jewel of this creation)
was created by God—it’s almost like He’s intentionally and
deliberately saying this so that it grabs the attention—and He not
only grabs our attention, but the attention of Satan as well!

- Notice: “And God said....” — He didn’t have to say anything
at all! He said it so that it got heard!!! God actually said out loud
what He was going to do with man—and the only other creatures
that could have benefited from hearing that were the angels!

- Also note that “imagé€’ and “likeness are not speaking of the same
thing— “imagé’ isn’t just that God must have a head, arms, legs, and
a torso, and so will man—but imageimplies the existence of the body
and the soul and the spirit and then “likeness is the issue
(talked about by the apostle Paul more than any other Bible writer),
the issue of GODLINESS—thinking, living, and laboring like God
Himself!

- And my contention is that all that is done so that man, (and unique
to man), so that man can function as a son with God as his Father—
and even with Adam, that implies (and I think rightly so) that unlike
the angels, beginning with Adam, man is going to have to be educated
into God’s wisdom—and God’s intent is that He and He alone be the
Father and the teacher, and man receives the education He intends to
give him so that they can have intimacy of fellowship together as they
labor together to get all the Father’s business accomplished.

- That is, man was created in the first place to be a being that is
capable of receiving, and having imparted to him, the heart of God his
Father, by means of a specific curriculum of education, and then the
Father and the son laboring together to accomplish the will and the
business of the Father.

- And just think for a moment what must have been going through Satan’s
mind when man showed up on day 6! Because we already know that Satan
was “full of wisdon? (Ezk. 28:12) - and yet he wasn’t created to be God-like
in the sense that Adam was created to be God-like, in God’s likeness
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- SatanOs eye is on possession of heaven and the earthNand Satan is created
with the fullness of wisdom already in him (in other words, he didnOt go
through an intimate course of education with God educating him as His son);
and suddenly up comes this man on day 6 who is declared in no uncertain
terms to be the Monarch of the eaatid with the capacity of godliness

- And added to that is this issue that man wasnOt created with a fullness of
wisdom already in himNbut he was created so that he would have to be taken
and educated by God his Father and him being a son to his FatherNand
through that intimacy of fellowship and personal education, man would have
imparted to his heart the heart of his Father and they would labor together in
the FatherOs business N and really in a way that no angel would ever be able
to do!

- And | believe that is exactly what you find happening with Adam as

God begins dealing with him from the moment he was created.

-Gen. 2 N God is now looping back from what He said and did in chapter 1,
and is now going to go back over all that and fill in some details.

- Now what youOve got here is this angelic creature, Lucifer,
who is the most beautiful and most wise of GodOs creatures,
and this joker has a Plan of Evil whereby he intends to
become like the Most High God and be the possessor of
heaven and earth N but now youOve got this new creature,
ManNwho is not created with great wisdom at allNbut God
audibly makes this declaration that he will be the monarch of
the earthNand the reason why he will be that monarch is
because he is made in theige of, and after thékeness of
GodNbut just what does that being made in the image of, and
after the likeness of God consist of?

- (:7-9) - NoticeNdonOt let it get lost on you that in (:7) God formed
man from the dust of the ground (i.e., dirt) - and thatOs just as
he formed all the animals, birds (:19) - and He did it all right
in the face of (so to speak) that Adversary who has all this
wisdom and all his plans to be like the Most High God and
reign and rule as God in heaven and on earthNand right in his
face God grabs up the most base element there is: dirtNand
forms it and breaths on it and then declares that this hunk of
dirt is going to have dominion on the earthNhe is going to be
the monarch of the earth, not Satan!

- What do you think Satan was thinking as he heard this???
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- 10d saydntragedO would describe it wellNhe went nuts!

- And what | want you to see and to think about isNwhat is it that is

so special about this glob of dirtNthis manNand if you think about

it, the really special thing about him is that he has imagemess
likenessof GodNhe has capacity for godlind$ke also doesnOt

possess great wisdom at all, so in order for him to get wisdom heOs
going to have to be taughtNheOs going to have to go through a course
of education and gain wisdomNand God intends for him to gain His
own wisdom and God intends to teach him wisdom, personally.

- And the primary reason weOre conducting this little exercise is just
to underscore the fact that from the very moment man was created,
sonship education and edification was the BIG is¢bed knew it,

Satan certainly knew it, and man should have known itNand we are
supposed to know it!

- And this is important to us. Because one of the issues in crying,
Abba, Father (and one of the components that produces that cry in
us), is to understand and appreciate just how BIG of an issue this
sonship education and edification is to GodNto the Father, Hitfiself

- Satan knew that this dirt clod wasnOt as beautiful as him, wasnOt
as wise as him, wasnOt as powerful as him, wasnOt as prestigious as
him N but Satan did perceive that there was something very special
about this dirt clod (in a couple of very particular aspects):

1) Even though the beasts and birds were also made of the
dirtNunlike them, this dirt clod was made in the image and
after the likeness of God

2) This creature (man) had no natural wisdormule and

reign and have dominion over the earthNbut he actually had
something that walsetter than having natural wisdom: he
had the privilege of being taught by God! (Of being
educated to think like God, live like God, and labor in the
same business as God Himself (ruling the earth)!

- And God did this (and did it this way) knowing what was at stake:
God created man knowing what SatanOs intention was (to possess the
earth); and He knew that He wasnOt creating this creature-man
without any opposition (He knew very well what the opposition was);
and He deliberately created him without any natural wisdom and
without super beauty or super power or prestige or any of those

thingsNbut Hedid create that creatute be like Him!
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- And thatOs a huge issueNand Satan knew what all that was about.

- And he knew that in order to be successful with his Plan of Evil, he
was going to have to do something to break up that relationship
between God and manNthat allowed man to become God-like.

- Satan was going to have to devise some way to strike at the very
life-line through which all of the wisdom and instruction and
understanding and discretion was coming that would allow man to
rule over the earth, doing GodOs business.

- And God even provides for thisNbecause as (:9) saysd Qut of
the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” - and notice that
itOs not the tree of good and emilthe tree of gogdr the tree of
evilNitOs atree of knowledgenf good and evil.

- (2:15-25) - This is an account of Adam beginning to labor with God.

- AdamOs put in the garden of EdenNhis labor beginsNheOs going to
dress the garden and keep itNit has some direct connection to a place
that Satan was allowed to occupyNbut here is this Odust-creature® now
occupying earthly Eden, and heOs making decisions about it, heOs
setting it up, heOs tending to it and guarding itNin other words, heOs
ruling and reigning in it!

- God is putting on display that this entity made of dirt, with no special
wisdom of his own, would be the instrument through which God
would oppose the Satanic Plan of Evil on the earth!

- God deliberately puts him in the garden of Eden knowing that Satan
would see itNwould hear what was saidNand would perceive thatN
and in no uncertain terms telling Satan, OThis is my entity that is going
to oppose youNI know you want to be like me and possess this earth,
but IOm going to use this creature to oppose you and not allow you to
make that happenNand this creature doesnOt have your beauty or
wisdom or power or prestige like you haveNbut whatOs special about
him is that IOve made him to be like Me!O

- And God put there this peculiate of knowledge of good and evilN
and when most Bible teaching is done about this tree, the usual
discussion surrounds simply what kind of (assumed) fruit it was???
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- Or you will get a lot of Bible teaching on the issue of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil being set there as a test of manOs
volitionNand then you would launch into an entire categorical study
of the doctrine of divine decrees and the doctrine of free will and the
doctrine of Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinism, Arminianism, Lapsarianism,
(infraN, supraN, subN), etc.

- And some of that is trueNit is a test case of manOs volitionNbut itOs
notonly thatNand itOs not really that in the sense of it being merely

a test that had to be set forthNbut ittt itOs testing that is the big
issueN(and just a volitional test isnOt all this is about!)

- Because quite frankly that could have been tested by God creating
a rock and saying, ODonOt sit on thatNor DonOt touch that.O or it
could have been any treeNif it were merely a test, God could have
said, OHere is an apple treeNdonOt eat of it.tO N in other words, why
is it called what it is called? why istite tree of knowledge of good

and evi? why does that matter? if itOs just the issue of, OAre you
going to do what | tell you to, or are you not?0

- And my understanding is that there is something more significant
a-foot than thatNbecause the thing that makes this tree special, and
the prohibition put on it, and why itOs called what it isNis that itOs
designed to put on display the seriousness of God doing all of AdamOs
education!

- That is, my understanding is that Adam was going to learn all about
good and evilNbut God had designed it so that Adam wouldnOt try to
educate himself about it, or that someone else would try to educate
Adam about it N but that God would educate him all about it

Himself, and there was to be a right time for it, and it was to be taught
in a proper sense and sequence and so forth and so on.

- In other words, the big idea behind that tree was that there existed
a competing wisdom to GodOs wisfiamd Adam needed to
understand thatNand Adam was never to allow that other competing
wisdom to sever the Father-son relationship and Father-to-son
education that God was giving him!

- That tree contained this competing wisdom that really did exist in
the universeNbut God was going to teach and educate Adam all
about good and all about evilNHe would teach Adam to think about

it like He did and to live compatible to how God lived in regard to
that competing wisdom, and how to continue laboring with God in the
face of that competing wisdom vying for supremacy on the earth!
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- And if Adam eats of itNif he partakes of it, he will#dely dieO

(:17) - he will die on every levelNheQll die spiritually, and he will one
day die physicallyNbut this death goes even further than thatN
because death is the issue of separationNhe will be separated from
God and the life that God desires for him as the monarch of the
earthNand the Father-to-son relationship that Adam had known
between him and God will be severed and along with all the education
and edification that he was getting from GodNall that will die, too!

- And you need to see that manNthat this human being who is not so
beautiful, not so wise, not so powerful, not so prestigious, creatureN
is not so special at allNexcept in the fact that God created him to be
like God, and GodOs going to make him wiseNbecause GodOs going
to educate him and teach him what wisdom isNGodOs going to teach
him what knowledge of good and evil isNHeOs going to teach him
discretionNHeOs going to give him instruction and understanding.

- And God puts all that on display by making this one thing off-limits:
(not just a tree; not just are you going to sin?; not just are you going
to listen to and obey me) - but with this unique tree, are you going to
be educated into all these things by Me, or by this other competing
wisdom of someone else?

- That was the big issue, and Satan knew it!

- The big issue is, will this creature with free will choose to allow God to
educate him, and impart His mind and heart to himNor will he reject that and
choose to get the knowledge of good and evil some other way?

- And itOs not just some random thing, itOs not just a whim, itOs not just chance
that the one tree that they are not to eat of is the tree of knowledge of good and
evil.

- The major issue between God and man is, Will you submit to GodOs
education or not? will you let God tell you and authoritatively determine what
is good and what is evil? and therefore love that which is good and abhor that
which is evil, or not?

- From the very creation of man, the goal of God with man was to have an
intimate fellowship as a Father with a son and correspondingly educate His
sonNand impart His heart to that sonOs heartNso that together they would
accomplish GodOs business.
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- ThereOs nothing special about man regarding natural wisdomRNhis wisdom
was far inferior to SatanOs (and you can see that in the fall of both Eve and
Adam) N but that wasnOt the issue with manNman wasnOt created wise, man
was created with the ability to be educated by God.

- Adam didnOt have superior wisdom to SatanNbut what he did have was the
capability to withstand and overcome being victimized by the Satanic policy
of evil IE he would only be educated by GodNif heOd receive it properly and
operate on it.

- Adam would be instructed by God, HimselfNso that he could be
like God and have the wisdom of God operating within him as a son
with his Father.

- And | say all that just so you really get a grip on just how big this issue
isNand also so that it becomes forever a part of your appreciation for your
sonship statusNas a component of your crying, Abba, Father!

- The issue of instruction by God in an educational and edificational
system as a Father to His son was the goal from day 1 when He
created man.

- Satan knew it. Theee of knowledge of good and evil put it on
display. And man blew it.

- The idea of being treated as a son in the dispensation of grace being
unique to the dispensation of grace is totally unbiblical! In fact, the
idea of being led by the Spirit of adoption was the thing that God

ever wanted to do with a manNHe wanted to educate man Himself,
and He wanted man to emulate HimNHe wanted man to submit to a
daily education and intake of sound doctrine from Him, with
progressive movement to it, and growth to it, and measurement to it,
and testing to it, and proving to itNso that man could think, live, and
labor with God, like Him as His son.

E - And what | want you to think about and appreciate is that if this is all true,
then it should cause you to really understand and appreciate why, when God
was going to put His J-ness into effect to redeem and repossess the realms that
Satan usurped, He was going to have to do it as a manNto get man out of the
predicament he got himself in, God was going to enflesh Himself into the
human race, and as such, that by necessians that even the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself was going to have to submit to this education and edificational
system of being educated by God the Father as His&@Hat should excite yéu
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- And itOs fascinating to see~that, as God continue~s dealing with Adam, we see
God progressing with AdamOs education as GodOs son.

- Gen. 2:18

- Notice that God knows something that man doesnOiNdhdam
didnOt say this, God said thisNAdam didnOt know this.

- And note also that this thing that man didnOt know is something
that is @oodD N itO&nowledge of goothat man didnOt know!

- And if God doesnOt teach him, man just doesnOt know that itOs not
good for him to be alone.

- So what does God do? Does He just go OpoofO and produce a
woman? Or does He just immediately form the woman out of the
dust of the ground? or make her out of one of AdamOs ribs? No!

- Before God makes Adaan help meet for hinHe does something
else.

- (:19-20)

- And if you pay attention to what is going on here, you see
God doing with man what His intention with man was from
the very beginningNand by us seeing this, it should give you
cause for being so enthusiastic and excited about being
adopted sons of GodNand just as enthusiastic and excited
about submitting yourself to the curriculum the Spirit of God
has ready for you and wants to lead you through and write on
your hearts.

- And thereOs really a couple of issues that are brought to your

attention hereNfor one, Adam is now laboring with GodNhe already

has been because heOs been put in this garden of Eden and he has been
dressing i(:15) and keeping,iand now he begins this other laboring
aspect of having the privilege of naming all these living creatures.

- But also, in all that, Adam is also being educatedNand heOs being
educated to see what Galleady knew And this education is going
to surround God taking what is already in His mind and what He
already knew was good and wast good(that the man should be
alone) and educating the man to know GodOs mind and heart.
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- And through increasing the laborNand in 2 different waysN God is
able to teach His heart to the heart of Adam.

- God knows that it imot goodfor man to be aloneNthe man doesnOt
know that and he needs to be educated by God in thatNso God
increases his labor, and gives him a very specific labor to provide for
Adam to be like-minded with Him, and see for himself thanie®s
goodfor him to be alone.

- And the labor God gives the man does that by first of all, as Adam
is forced to name all these creatures, he sees that there is help meet
(or fit) for each of these animalsNthereOs pairs of themNthereOs a
male and a femaleNand he sees that thereOs not one for him.

- But also, by virtue of the fact that God has increased his laborNthat
is by just the sheer volume of work that God was having Adam to do,
Adam must have come to understand and appreciate that he needed
helpNin other words, this increased labor on him made Adam see
his need to have to have help in it! (Adam clearly saw his need for
help!)

- The parade of animals caused him to see they all had help.

- The sheer massive task of naming all these animals made
him realize a helper was need for the task!

- Adam probably named them as to how big or small
they were, what they looked like, what kind of noises
they made, etc., and he picked out a name for them.

- And IOm sure out of all the thousands of creatures that came
before him, he realized, OWow, laboring with God is hard
work! | could really use some help! Hey, you know, God,
itOsot goodfor me to be alod® OAnNd by the way, God,

they all have an help meet, | believe | need an help meet
because this labor is intense.O

- 1tOs not that it(~)~s grueling or impossible or something Adam
just couldnOt doNbut it was enough for Adam to clearly see
his need for help!

- And really, this is just the very beginning of him having
dominion over and ruling over the earthNitOs only going to
get even more demanding as time goes on!
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- So God increases the manOs laborNHe educates Adam so that they are now
like-mindedNHe provides that education through the labor He gives the
manNand now Adam has come to understand and appreciate his need for
help meet for himand that it isiot goodfor him to be aloneNhis heart is now

in line with GodOs heart and he now knows wigadsifrom being educated
about it by God and not by any other means or any other competing wisdom.

- In other words Adam now has GodOs wisdom operating in himNbut he has it
operating properlyNthe way God intended it to operate (and no one else!)

- And the effect of this education is to also cause Adam to apprecidiglis
meef even before he ever sees her!

- Just think how perfect this relationship with Adam and Eve was as
he was taught by God how to think about herRNhow to properly
perceive herNhow to properly receive herNhow to treat her N and
so forth.

- And testament to this is the fact that Adam never saw to try to put her
away, (divorce her) even after the fall! (He did blame her, though.)

- YouOre looking at a perfect union of a man and a womanNmade
that way by God educating them in this Father-to-son relationship!

- And only after this education has been properly received, and is properly and
effectually working in AdamNthen God actually makes Adam his wife.

- (2:21-25)

- Now after all this proper education and edification by God, as a Father to
Adam as a sonNall this is being seen by and heard by SatanNand Satan
immediately appreciates what a threat this isNeven if nobody else ever
perceives properly the value or gravity of sonship education and edification, |
know that Satan certainly doesNand he immediately enters the picture
beginning in chapter 3.

E - (3:1-7)

- Satan understood with absolute clarity what man was and what made
him specialNhe clearly understood this dust clod was created with

the capacity fogodlinessNand he was witness to man already on his
way to becoming a godly creature by this Father-to-son relationship
Adam had with God and the education he was receiving personally
from GodNand laboring with God in GodOs businessNand man
becoming like-minded with God, and so on.
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- And Satanthe serpentworks very quickly to undermine and break
this Father-to-son relationship and all this educational process.

- (He knew what God was up toNhe knew God wanted to
establish His kingdom on this earthNand he knew what was
going on with thidree of knowledge of good and ewihd

with the tree of lifeas wellNand if Adam chose to he would
partake of the tree of life and continue on in a permanent,
eternal relationship with his Father, and in his FatherOs
business.)

- And notice when Satan showed upNit was early in the day, just
BEFORE Adam and the woman were to get their instruction in
wisdom for that day.

- (3:8) - Ghe cool of the d&y = early morning. (and the sin has taken place)

- Before breakfast, before their godly instruction, Satan strikes to
derail this education process!

- Satan comes along early in the day knowing that God is
going to show up soon to begin their education for the day;

- he knows that they havenOt eaten, because GodOs education
for them as sons comes first;

- he knows that theyQOre going to be hungry:

- and he knows that heOs going to have to work quickly
because the only thing special about this creature and his
wife is that they can be educated by GodNand he knows
that he has to convince them and dupe them (or at least her),
and deceive her into thinking that what ttrae of knowledge

of good and eviholds out idetter than what God has for
them.

- Now, just to underscore and confirm that Satan was well-aware of the
importance and gravity of God educating Adam and the woman as sons, and
that itOs that specific thing that he saw as a threat and intended to do whatever
it took to break up and sever that Father-to-son relationshipNlook at what
comes out of his mouthNlook at what he says to the woman and what he is
trying to accomplish with his temptation.
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- (look again at 3:4 & especially :5)

- There is a whole bunch of things that could be said and could be
pointed outNbut for now all IOm after is seeing this through the eyes
of the importance of the sonship education and the AdversaryOs
attempt to stop it.

- Stop and think about what Satan is offering hereN.... isnOt he
offering them something that theyOve already got?

- ArenOt they already having their Oeyes openedO - and isnOt God
already educating them about whagé®dto Him and what ievil
to Him?

- And the truth of the matter is, Adam and the woman already have
the opportunity to be educated about everything Satan is offering
themNand be very clear, hig offering them an educatidtbut the

truth is, they not only have that opportunity already, but they actually
have an opportunity to be educated thatijgerior in every way to

what he is offering them!

- To not just be & god® (small case OgO) - but the man and
the woman were created to be OlikeO GodNand they were
created to have God educated them as to wigabidand

what isevilNand Adam already had a course of that
education: Dis not good that the man should be alor®

- And while there is a lot of debate about what is meant by the use of
that term od<O - (angels?)the whole point of this is that Satan

holds out to them an offer of EXCEEDING LESS WORTH than

what they already have!

- The passage goes on to describe them eatingN(you hiaedust of the

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride odliiie :6, the elements of the
OworldO) N then they immediately see their nakedness (which, before this they
were naked, but they were not ashamed of it at all) N and now they see that
itOs Onot goodO that they are naked now that they are going to make up their
own mind about whatOs good and whatOs evilNnow that theyOre spiritually
deadand no longer functioning as a son with God filling their mind with His
wisdom and writing it on their hearts whatOs good and evil, what to love and
cherish, what is important and a priority and what is notNand now that that is
all gone, dead, and overNthey see their nakedness and they obviously think
thatOs not good, so they take the opportunity to cover up with aprons of fig
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leavesNthey obviously think that@sodN instead of recognizing that

theyOve made a mistake and calling upon GodOs mercy and crying unto Him
(and seeing thats good), but they donOtNthey instead hide from God (they
think thatOs now a good thingN ....

- (:8-9) - God asks AdanmVvhere art tho@O N and aside from the
deep doctrinal, theological raging debate about why, if God
is so powerful and all-knowing, why did He ask such a
question??? N well, as any 3rd grader knows, when his
parents know heOs hiding in his closet so that he wonOt have
to clean his room, and they say, OJohnny, where are you?0
They know very well where Johnny is, but they ask him that
question so that he@bpondto them. And God asks Adam
this question so that he@pondto Him.

- And we could spend a huge amount of time looking at all

the details contained hereNand you can do that yourself; but
just notice that as soon as Adam has submitted himself to

this other competing wisdom, HE HAS NO TIME FOR
GODLY WISDOM from His FatherNheOs not where heOs
supposed to be at the time heOs supposed to be thereNheOs
not attending (physically or on any other level) to his FatherOs
words of instructionNheOs spending his time on something
other than on the instruction of his FatherOs words!

- (:10-11) - Notice that the issue is what they have besd@or
taught! (And thatOs still the issue todayNwhat instruction
are you submitting toNand which competing wisdom are you
going to be educated by: GodOs? or SatanOs? (And under
SatanOs wisdom would include all the wisdom of men as
well as the wisdom of this world.)

- God knows that theyOve eatetheftree of knowledge of
good and eviélready.

- (:12) - Now that they (Adam & the woman) are going to determine
whatOgoodand whatOs evil, Adam obviously thinks itOs
goodto blame his wife instead of taking responsibility for
himself.

- (:13) - She obviously thinks it@sodto blame the serpent.

- And you know what happened nextNGod pronounces the curse upon the
serpentNHe provides the first glimpse of redemption (:15) N He pronounces
the curse on the woman and on manNGod provides the coats of skins (blood
has to be shed) N and then He drives them out of the garden for good.
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- But what | want you to understand and appreciate in all this is that you see
that from day 1, when God created man, a daily education between God and
man as a Father to a sonNimparting information from GodOs heart and mind to
manOs heart and mindNwriting that information on his heart so that heOd
operate on it and live on the basis of itNand laboring in GodOs businessNand
progressing on in the labor of GodOs business to take on more and more
responsibility and carry out more of GodOs businessNall of that was what God
wanted to do with man all along!

- He wanted this Father-son relationship to be establishedNand even more
than that, | want you to see that GodOs whole focus with this creature-man was
the issue of man being created capable of becoming like God through GodOs
own program of educationNthe issue of God personally educating nthe is

big issue.

- And not in some abstract way, or haphazard wayNbut in a formal,

first things first curriculum that occurred morning by morningNand
those words God taught were more essential that even manOs physical
food.

- And just to underscore that the decision-making skills of a properly educated
son concerning what goodand what is not; what ivil and what is notNi.e.,

the knowledge of good and &tOs look at a passage that verifies that issue,
and points you immediately back to this skill that was lost when man chose not
to submit to GodOs educatiorgobdandevil, but to instead opt for another
education under another competing wisdom.

- Heb. 5:12-13

- Now the only way to discern bogoodandevil is going to come by
this fascinating description of GodOs wondseO =useof the word of
God!

- And that is compatible with knowing that the curriculum for sonship
education is going to come by the Spirit of God leading you through
the curriculumas you properly @€ those wordsNand that will cause
your thinking to be changed, it will change the way in which you live,
and then you will be given an opportunity to prove what is written in
your heart by laboring with God on the basis of this new information
operating in your inner manNall that is wrapped up in this issue of
useNof using the word of God as this educational and edificational
systemNthat has tests and marks that determine growthNand itOs not
just a mental educationNbut thereOs real chartable progress to it, and
you have taisethe informationNnone of it is given just for givingOs
sake: you must makeseof it or it wonOt work properly!!!
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- And weOll see SolomonOs great failure in this areaNbecause the
truth of the matter is, Solomon didnOt fail to be educated by GodOs
words and by GodOs wisdomNSolomonQOs great failure was the way
he responded to those words of wisdom and his use of them in the
details of his life.

- And as weQOve talked already about the differences in current, public
school or even college educationNthat educational system, by itOs
very design, doesnOt engender the same kind of willingness of the
heart to desire the education, that GodOs sonship education does!

- And itOs very critical and essential that you see thatNyou need to
see (and see clearly) the privilege of being educated by God is really
unlike any educational system man has designedNwhere you do it
just because itOs the curriculum recognized by the institution, and itOs
set out as mandatory, and youOre compelled to do it no matter what,

if you want the degree it offers.

- And it doesnOt matter if you want to take another class or
cut out a class or whateverNand you donOt have to be
zealous about it, or enthusiastic about it at allNand you
really donOt even need to know why it matters that you have
a particular course of study in the curriculumNin fact, very
little thought was ever given to that issue at all!

- And in our frame of reference where education is concerned, all we
know is that we are compelled or forced to take the classes in the
curriculum because itOs mandatory Nand we donOt really WANT to
gain the information (generally) N and often times you donOt even
know what the information your taking is useful for!

- But sonship education is far different from all thatNitOs to be seen
first and foremost as something that you joyously WANT to
participate in, and you WANT to use the information given to youN
and you sewhy you need the information and you see what you are
going to use it for!

- And you should see that very thing happening in the book of
Proverbs as David teaches SolomonNand especially as David uses
all those exhortations (pre-doctrinal and post-doctrinal).

- And | guess what IOm trying to tell you is the way sonship education
is structured is to make a perfect work &fand thatOs what is so
horribly missed by men trying to make up the curriculum for a saintOs
edification by ordering it some other way!
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-see | Tim. 4:6-16 (:13)

- And when it comes to our godly education as sons, God takes great
pains to make us understand and appreciate WHY it métegrgou
get this education and how itOs going to be utilized by you as His son.

- But when youOre educating children, often times (and in fact most
times), they donOt really need to know WHY this mattersNwhy what
they are being taught mattersNand they donOt need to know what will
come next, and how it all relates and connects to everything else.

- Now | recognize that there are some exceptions to all that,
but generally speaking, when youOre teaching children, it
doesnOt matter if they understand why this information is
significantNit doesnOt matter if they see where they are going
to use it in the real world or not.

- But when youOre educating an adult sonNand especially when
youOQre the Pastor or Bishop of an assembly teaching sonsNa son is
supposed to be first of all exhorted to appreciate why the doctrine heOs
about to get is significant; where itOs going to be used; whatOs so
special about it; what the reward of it is; how it should be
implemented; what the dangers of not learning it properly and not
using it properly are; and why they should be zealous to learn it!

(Qeading, exhortation, doctrir)

- Sons are supposed to know why the information is valuabte

where itOs all going and headedNsons arenOt supposed to be given
data that they can just go about dropping Otruth bombsO on
unsuspecting relatives and argue about when they get together on
holidaysNand just seem to be smarter than the average bear!

- And it takes these exhortations that prime the humans spirit or make
it ready for the doctrine that will be written on your heartNand youOre
not supposed to be a reluctant participant in the education, but youOre
supposed to be fully engaged in how it is received, and how itOs
properly understood and appreciated, and how itOs outcome gets
implemented and utilized by you.

- And weOve gone through all this so that you will have an appreciation for the
fact that, even if the fall of man never took place, sonship education and
edification would still have been the BIG issue between God and man!
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- And, just as God had the apostle Paul list sonship as the #1 issue

with Him and the remnant of IsraelNweOre suppose to understand

and appreciate that sonship edification is more important to us, and

to be valued most by usNeven above Oright divisionO - even above
Osense & sequenceO - even above OPaulOs our apostle and his letters
are what weOre supposed to operate onO - above being Odead to sin
and alive unto GodO - above the issue of restraining sin in our livesN
those are all valid and very serious issues and even critical and
essentialNbut sonship is above all that!

- Well, hopefully in all that weOve been looking at over the past few Bible
classesNgoing back to see how God created Lucftdr @ wisdon® verses

how He created man without wisdom already filling himNbut how God

created man with the capacity for God-like-neged(ines¥, which provided

for man to have the capacity to be educated by God, to have GodOs heart and
mind imparted to his heart and mindNand that as GodOs relationship with

man got established as God being a Father and man being GodOs son, that this
issue of sonship education & edification isnOtAusiy thing with God, itOs

THE BIG THING with Him.

- And not only does God know that, but Satan perceived that as well;
and as God began teaching and educating man about wbatis

and what ievilNSatan was able tbeguile Eve through his subtilty

and corrupt her mindNand he was able to get her to accept his offer
of an education that was of exceeding less value and worth than that
offered by God.

- And in all that, you yourself should now have come to realize that of all the
things God has done for you in your justification and sanctificationNand of
all the things God will ever do for you in putting His Jehovahness and grace
into effect for youNthe one thing He values and esteems and venerates and
holds in highest regard and of inestimable worth above all else is Him being
your Father and you being His son and imparting His heart and mind to your
heart and mind in the sonship education He has written and designed to give
you so that you can labor with Him in all His business!

- And if all that is Oringing true® and coming across Oloud and clearO - then in
view of all that, | want to now look at one more issue that will start tying all
these things togetherNthat will (or it should) increase your joy and zeal and
enthusiasm to a proper degree for you to be crying, OAbba, FatherO N | want
to look one more time at the OPerfect SonO - the Lord Jesus Christ Himself,
and recognize that in His earthly humanity He was adopted as a Son, He was
educated & edified as a Son, and He operated as a Son of His Father!
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- A while back we took a look at the Perfect Son—the Lord Jesus Christ, as He
was in His earthly humanity as he operated on this earth during His earthly
ministry—and hopefully you can see clearly—(even though there is
controversy surrounding this issue in some folks thinking) - hopefully you see
very clearly that Jesus Himself operated as a son—an adopted son—and was
educated by His Father (God the Father).

- And really, if we can see that Christ was indeed educated to say what He
said, and do what He did—not by divine fiat or decree—not by a supernatural
pre-existence and pre-cognition—not by relying upon His God-ness or deity—
but by His submission as a human being—a human creature—to a daily
educational program or curriculum that took the wisdom and mind and heart of
His Father and imparted that wisdom and mind and heart to His heart and
mind—if that’s really there and that is set forth in no uncertain terms—then the
only reasonable thing to understand and appreciate is that the Lord Jesus
Christ, in His earthly humanity had to be educated as a Son, He indeed was
educated as a Son, and He operated as a fully educated Son of His Father in
every thought He thought, every word He uttered, and every action He took in
every detail of His life.

- And as with all the issues we have looked at so far—we could spend
a huge amount of time dealing with every passage that talks about it,
and every detail given in God’s word about it—but all I can do is point
out a couple of things that should verify and confirm the issue, and
then leave it to you to discover more and more about on your own.

- I want to go back to a verse that we looked at in Job—just to underscore the
attitude of the heart of a son (Job representing the members of the remnant of
Israel when they receive the adoption of sons in the 5/5) when it comes to the
priority of how he is to receive the words of his Father ....

-Job 23:12

- We noted Isaiah 50:4-5
The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned,
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him
that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.
The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not
rebellious, neither turned away back.

- But now let’s look at another passage in Isaiah that speaks of the Perfect Son,
and see that, if you’ve been paying attention, you know that He’s going to be
undergoing sonship education reflective of what God did with Adam!
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- Isaiah 7:14-15 - Do you see the connection with how the Father is going to
deal with His Perfect Son and the way lbggandealing with
Adam from the very beginning?

E - Truth of the matter is, if you were paying attention properly, you
would know that when the Perfect Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) arrives
on this earth as God infleshed in the line of David, even though He is
God in the flesh, He, in His flesh (humanity on this earth) is going to
have to be EDUCATED!

- And not only that, but educated as a SON! (Father tp Son

- His humanity was born with the capacity of being God-like,
and He was born without beiffigll of wisdomin His

humanity, and He was going to have to get wisttom His
Father according to the curriculum for sonship education and
edification N just like Adam did, and just like David and
SolomonNand just like the apostle PaulNand just like you!

- ButterO - see Psa. 55:21N(granted, used in a negative way, but
the idea is there nonetheless.)

- honey) - Psa. 19:7-11; 119:97-104 (:103)
- Pro. 24:13-14

- Now see that very thing happening with the Perfect Son when He goes
through the temptation of the Adversary:

- Matt. 4:1-4 (:4)

- All this is important so that you see that Jesus didnOt say and do what He
said and did just because He was GodNor just because He studied His Bible
and got various Olife-lessonsO here and there to make Olife-applicationsO from
His OdevotionalO reading!!!!

- Now letOs fully settle this matter of Jesus being adopted as a Son, and
undergoing the sonship curriculum from His Father and putting that education
and edification into practice as the Man of UnderstanitiagHe was and is.

- We saw a few instances of this when we were over in John chapter
8Nand now | want to return there to a couple of passages where He
Himself leaves no shadow of a doubt whatsoever that He was the
recipient of this sonship educationNand that He was using it!

(who by reason afsehave their senses exercised to discern both good anj evil.
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- John 8:28
“... 1 do nothing of myself; but as my Fatlth taught me | speak
these thing8 John 8:28(That’s not deity speaking!)

- John 8:38
O... | speak that which | have seen with my Father: ...0 John 8:38

- But the way He says it, and the way He states it, He makes it
clear that it’s not that He was God and learned all these things
when He was God and with the Father in Heaven and now He
can say these things and do these things—NO—He makes it
clear over and over again that it’s He, as a human being, and
in His humanity, that He went through a curriculum of sonship
education Himself.

- Notice He doesn’t say, “I do nothing of myself; but as God
hath taught me, I speak these things.” or “I speak that which
I have seen with God:” — no — He uses the term Father to
make sure you see that He is a Son who has received a real
education from His Father (as His Father’s adopted Son), and
it took place in his humanity on this earth, not in His deity in
heaven! And He had a Father-to-Son relationship.

- And (as Isaiah 50 told us) as a result of being properly
educated “morning by morningHe can then speak and
function and respond and live in every way in perfect
accordance with His Father’s wisdom and understanding
and His inner man is grounded in godly satisfaction!

E - And because of the Lord’s own perfected sonship edification, He
could fully enter in to His Father’s business, and do all His Father’s
business in His life on this earth. (And I want to look at one more
passage that spotlights that very thing happening.)

- Mark 14:32-36 (:36)
- (Only other time “Abba’ is used outside of our epistles.)

- Here the Lord isn’t just amazed or heavy or sorrowful about facing
physical death—but more than that, He knows that He’s going to
accomplish redemption—and to do that, He’s going to have to
experience the wrath of God and separation from His Father and from
the Holy Spirit—and He is aware of what most people who ever think
about the cross of Christ are neveraware of—He’s aware of this other
battle He’s going to have to fight!
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- HeOs facing this attack of the Adversary who is goingoiatéhd

with Him (as described back there in Isa. 50) N and this is now the
pinnacle of His sonship life in the labor of His FatherOs business that
HeOs been involved in!

- And all of that is what is in His mind when He say@bldh, Father,
all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me:
nevertheless not what | will, but what thou \alt(a sonship issue!)

- And we understand (properly so) that when this expression gets
brought up again, itOs in Romans 8:15, where the Spirit of God
produces this cry within us as we BEGIN our sonship educationNbut
here itOs being said at the very culmination of ChristOs own sonship
life as He now faces the most demanding aspect of His FatherOs
business.

- And thatOs the one time we hear the LordAdyipa, Father

- But Jesus prayed many other times in the gospel accounts. And this
isnOt just some kind of a formal means to address GodNitOs not some
ceremonial titleNbut itOs the acknowledgement of His sonship
position, that itOs His job to do His FatherOs will, not His own!

- And as horrifying as what lay ahead of Him at this point is, as an
adopted Son of His Father, He acknowledges by that expression,
Abba, Fathelthat even in the face of the mostceeding sorrowful

thing He could possibly endureNthe overriding issue is Your

business and Your will needs to be done; and if My will in any way
isnOt in perfect accordance with that, then | change it to match Yours,
and | will carry out Your will and Your business!

- And thatOs precisely what a son is supposed to do: carry out all the
operations of his FatherOs business, regardless of the personal impact
it may have.

- And itOs within that most demanding aspect of all of His FatherOs
business where He finds Himself and where He acknowledges that
HeOs the SonNtherefore itOs not His will that is the principle thing,

but His FatherOsNand this comes after a lifetime of the intake (the

proper instructior) of doctrine and wisdom of His FatherNpreparing

Him morning by morning N never turning His back to the doctrineN

being educated personally by His FatherNbecoming OLike Father,

Like Son!O
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- And | bring all this up, just to bring out the issue that when you think
of your sonship education that lies before youNthat you realize that
even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself faced the same kind of
commitment and dedicati@nd all the rest, of undergoing an

education and being edified by His Father, for doing His FatherOs
business that you are now being called upon to do in this dispensation
of grace in which we live.

- And He didnOt do it as this omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent

God who wouldn®t sin and always do the right thingNbut He did it

as an adopted Son who allows His Father to educate Him daily (even
before His necessary food) - and who functions as a Son carrying out

the business of His FatherNand at the end, when He faces the most
grueling aspect of His FatherOs business, He cries what the Spirit of
God has sent into our hearts to cAbba, Fathein complete
acknowledgement that HeOs the Son, Jehovah God is His Father, itOs
the FatherOs will that needs to be done, and HeOll do it regardless of the
personal consequence or impact!

- And thatOs the reality of our Lord Jesus ChristO lifeNand as we will
see in our epistles, the apostle Paul (who is ouretxampleand
ensampliedoes just this same thing as he totally relies upon the words
of God being written on the tables of his heart.

E] - 11 Cor. 11:19-31;

- (:22 = suitably impressed/unimpressed)
-12:3-9

- And Paul énished his course! N Il Timothy 4:6-8

E‘ - (This is a sonship issueNnotice@rsé = not just a path
or race illustration of crossing the finish lineNbut itOs the
race-victory of a fully educated son who has received
instruction properly; attained unto wisdom; became that
man of understanding; and finished his vocational training
and education in the face of a determined foe; and grace and
wisdom has carried him across the finish line a winner!)

- But that word has to be gotten dailyNit has to be effectually working
in your inner manNand it has to be written on the tables of your heart.
And thatOs going to take@mmitment on your partNin fact, to do it
properly and receive the education properly: total commitment
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- Now for the ‘kicker’ - If seeing the issue of God’s purpose and desire in
creating man all along as being a Father to him, and him being His son—and
creating man without being ‘full of wisdom, but having to have wisdom from
God’s heart imparted to his heart—to be educated by his Father—and if the
issue of seeing that the Lord Jesus Himself was educated as a Son by His
Father so that even in the final, grueling throws of His life, the sonship
education and what it sought to achieve was the ultimate priority of His life—
if that doesn’t just thrill you to know that you have the opportunity to be (as
an adopted adult son yourself) to be put into that exact same curriculum of
sonship education—to have the exact same Instructor that Christ Himself
had—to have the exact same Spirit of Godor Spirit of adoptiorto see to it
that the information gets written on the right table of your heart at the right
place and at the right time—and if you are not just exuberant and full of zeal
& enthusiasm to get that education so that you, too, can enter into your
Father’s business — if all that hasn’t produced the willingness to cry, “Abba,
Father’ yourself—then try this on for size:

- Remember that issue of how God created Lucifer?

- “... Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty (Ezek. 28:12)

- Remember how that when God created the man from the dust of the earth
that He created him with the capacity for godlinesgGod-like-ness)?

- And remember how that God doesn't go through any kind of a sonship
education system with the angels? Since they already have wisdom built-in
(so to speak) at the time they were created?

- Well, my understanding is that, while all that is true—there is one area
where God has allowed for the angels to be educated—and He has reserved
that one area of their education to be done: BY YOU—by the educated adult
sons of the church, the body of Christ!!!

- Eph. 3:1-10 — we, as sons, have the distinct honor and unique
privilege of EDUCATING ANGELS!!

- (And you should have some appreciation now for just how Qg of
and issue that is!)

- You may ask about that passage in I Peter 1:12—but my
understanding is that that is not talking about the exact same thing.
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- You should now have at least a Ominimal requirementO (so to speak) type
understanding and appreciation for a number of things about being adopted
and educated by your Heavenly Father as His son that should now be
generating in your inner man the proper zeal_exuberancand_joyand
enthusiasnio cry @bba, Fathe® in response to you being told in Romans
8:14-15 N

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,

they are the sons of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage

again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

- And youOve also had enough time to add to your understanding,
on your own, what we have covered together in Bible class.

- And itOs absolutely critical that you do add to your understanding

on your own, and that you do enhance and increase your appreciation
of what we cover in class togetherNby spending time in these things
in your own Bible and set it before your Father in prayer, and have
these issues confirmed by GodOs word effectually working in your
inner man!

- You should understand and appreciate what adoption means in the Bible; and
what it means to God.

- You should know something about what it means to be treated as a child
under tutors and governors under IsraelOs Law system, as opposed to being
treated as adopted, adult sons under grace.

- You should have some appreciation for being beneficiaries of the New
Covenant, and what the NC covenants for as opposed to what the Old
Covenant covenanted forNand for why the 3 major elements of the NC
provides for sonship education and edification to take place. (GodOs going to

impart His heart & mind to my heart & mind: Like Father, like son.)
(SOMETHINGOS GOING TO HAPPEN TO MY HEART!)

- You should know why it is perfectly permissible and right for usNeven
though we are in this dispensation of Gentile graceNto go back into IsraelOs
program to learn about what it means to God to be adopted as a son, and to
find the curriculum for sonship education given there, and to expect (and
rightly so) the pattern or format of that sonship curriculum to be exactly the
same for sons being educated in this dispensation of grace.

- But at the exact same time, you should clearly see that while that curriculum
remains the same, the doctrine that you will be educated with is drastically
different! (Due to the FatherOs business being totally different!)
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- You should now have some intelligent understanding of why the book of
Proverbs is thenly place you can go in IsraelOs program to find the
curriculum for sonship education.

- There are other places that talk about adoption and sonship, but
Proverbs is the only book that fully sets forth the curriculum that is
given from David to his son, Solomon.

- And you should know why that period of time when God raised up David as
IsraelOs king, and then followed by Solomon, as the logical place where He
would give Israel a foretaste picture in advance of God adopting them as sons
and educating them as sons.

- And even within the book of Proverbs, you should be able to confidently
have your mind settled on the fact that that curriculum for sonship education
would be found in the first 9 chapters of the book.

- And above all, you should have a deep appreciation for the fact that sonship,
(i.e., God being your Father, and you being His son), isn@t higtissue

with God, but it iSTHE BIG ISSUE with HimNHe ever wanted to be a

Father to His creature-man, and He ever wanted to treat man as His son!

- And then, hopefully, by seeing that even the Lord Jesus Christ, in His
earthly humanity and in His earthly ministry, was dealt with as a Son by His
FatherNand that He Himself underwent this same educational curriculum that
provided for Him to even undergo the crucifixion as the substitute, kinsman
Redeemer for all mankindNand that in His darkest hour He called upon His
sonship education and edification to carry the day (so to speak) N that if it
was that important to Him, and if it was that crucial and had that kind of
power and capacity, then how much more should we desire it for ourselves!

- Even our apostle Paul could only have finished his course by
being fully educated as GodOs son, and operating and laboring
with his Father in his FatherOs business!

- Therefore, in this sketch review of the things we have covered so far, in light
of all these things, and in view of them effectually working in your inner man,
we should now come to the point where we can turn our attention to the
matter of recognizing what the curriculum for sonship education is, and what
is expected to be learned as we go through the rest of the book of Romans.

- And if you donOt see these thingsNand if you have holes in your
understanding because you missed the lessonsNand if you refuse to
go get themNit really isnOt necessary for you to continue on here!
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- So if all that has a proper level of certainty in your understanding—that the
book of Proverbs is significant if you want to understand sonship, and the
education of a Father imparting His heart and wisdom to His son’s heart—and
the writing of that information on the heart of the son, then the next thing to do
now is to go to the book of Proverbs and examine it to see and to confirm the
curriculum is there, and just what it entails for us as adopted sons of our
Father.

- Proverbs 1:1-6
- These verses are going to become very familiar to you over the next
few weeks and months because of what they contain that is so
pertinent and so important to the sonship curriculum—and we’re
going to spend a lot of time here in the upcoming Bible classes.

- (read all 6 verses) - note the paragraph markings.
- (:1) - Theproverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;

- The first thing to notice as the book begins, (though it may not seem
all that significant), is that use of the word that designates what this
whole book is: “The proverb% — it’s going to be a book of proverbs,
and that in itself give us some very important information.

- What is a proverb? or What are proverbs?

- Iv;m; = proverb; proverbial saying

- hd;yji (khee-daw) = a hidden or enigmatic saying, a dark
or obscure utterance; [used only in
Hab. 2:6].

- parabolh, = [used only in Luke 4:23] = a placing of one
thing by the side of another; juxtaposition;
a comparing of one thing with another.

- paroimi ,a = a trite, dark saying that foreshadows a given
truth; something illustrated by use of
comparisons.

- In general, a proverb (any proverb, even outside of the Bible), is
usually regarded as some kind of a wise teaching or saying—usually
given in one sentence—and often a simple, short pithy saying; usually
metaphorical or alliterative, used to express some truth or wisdom.
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ex:  OA rolling stone gathers no moss.O
OA bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.O
OA clear conscience is a soft pillow.O
OA close friend can become a close enemy.O
OA dimple on the chin, the devil within.O
OA friend in need is a friend indeed.O
OYou can take a horse to water, but you canOt make him
drink.O N or N OYou can lead a fool to wisdom, but you
canOt make him think!O
OPenny for your thoughts.O
OA monkey never thinks her babyOs ugly.O
OA man who lives in a glass house should change his
clothes in the basement.O
OThe man who sneezes without a hanky takes matters into
his own hands.O

or N OE The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the me
(Il Peter 2:22)

- However, if you ever looked at how those writers (the commentary writers)
who write about the book of Proverbs approach this book, they usually treat
these verses and sayings as if theyOre just some kind of a notebook of
SolomonOs that he took down over the years, and added to off and onNand
that they really donOt have any firm Orhyme or reasonO to them (so to speak);
that theyOre just a collection of pithy tidbits and sayings that are trueNand
they give you a little bit of wisdom on this, a little bit of wisdom on thatNbut
thereOs no real correlation to any of them.

- And an individual proverb@even when they get collected together,
can be just a Ostand-aloneO individual wise little saying.

- But what is common to any proverb, and what we almost naturally
understand about them, is that they are intended to impart some kind of
wisdom!

- And another important issue that we also almost naturally know about them
is that we are going to encounter some kind of metaphor or figure of speech
that represents or designates another thingN(ex., Oa sea of troublesO or OAIl
the worldOs a stage.O [Shakespeare]).

- And we do encounter those kind of things in the book of ProverbsNnot
exclusively, but occasionally that does happenNbecause they are Proverbs!
(And we should expetd find that kind of thing happening.)
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- However, when you take proverbs and group them tggetherNand
particularly, when you put them into a bookNthen youOre dealing with
something more than just random true-isms.

- And many Bible commentators who have given any time to the book of
Proverbs, usually only see them as maybe in some kind of groupings (at least
thereOs chapters, and thatOs some kind of grouping) - but when you get down to
it, theyOre all pretty random.

- And up pops (from time to time) something about a wife, and sheOll
pop up here and thereNand then up pops something about wine and
liquor, and that will come up againNthen thereOs something about
lending money, and that will come up againNbut all in all, itOs pretty
random.

- And THAT is absolutely erroneous, stupid, and indicative of just how

shallow that guyOs understanding of GodOs word really isNin fact, that must be
a Bible corrector doing that, because | canOt think of anyone dishonest enough
to assign randomness to a book of the Bible than a scholarly, Greek or Hebrew
student who constantly corrects GodOs word!

- The very fact that these proverbs have been collected together in a book (let
alone GodOs Book) should tell you that youOre dealing with something more
than just a bunch of random true-isms.

- In fact, the proverbial style of communication is designed for the wisdom
gained by an elder through observation and experience, to be passed on to
young men so that they, in turn, can become elders.

- Not just the Book of ProverbsNbut when proverbs are used as a
style to teachNfor educational purposesNwhen you put proverbs
together and then teach themNwhich is a common way to teach, not
just in the Bible, but in very ancient cultures of the worldNproverbial
style of teaching was the putting together of information gained by
elders to be imparted to young men whereby they become elders and
have some wisdom and knowledge and discretion, and so forth.

- And although most commentaries will talk about how the Proverbs
are pretty much randomNpractically all the commentaries will
acknowledge that the Book of Proverbs is information for the
knowledge and wisdom of young men.

- 1tOs not a unique style of teaching to the word of God, but God does use it.
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- And He uses the proverbial system knowing full well that itOs a common and
well-known teaching style used by all mankind and that it can be easily
recognized and understofal/en outside the context of the Bible) as an
educational system.

- That it would be recognized as a system and a way to take
knowledge and wisdom from an older, more experienced man and
impart it to a younger man as he becomes an elder.

- And what that doesNis that as we approach the book of Proverbs, it should
cause us to expect and anticipate a few things about ProverbsNthat it will
have a DESIGN toMNthat it will have a CURRICULUM to it(which is what

an educational system is in the first place) - itOs not raitieneOs

attainments to jithereOs a particular course to be folloseethat the wisdom
can be properly imparted.

- If itOs just random, it wouldnOt be an educational systemNin fact,
it would just be alevotional styleof wandering and meandering
around without any real defined aim or direction

(Which is the way most Christians ever approach their Bibles as

a whole!)

- But an educational system demands that thereOs design, thereOs
goals, and attainments, and testing, and levels to the curriculum
from beginning to advancedErbm milk to meat!)

- And thatOs the first thing to appreciate as the book opens up:

“The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;”
itOs going to be a book that is designed to educate a young manNitOs going to
take the wisdom and education and experience of an elder and impart that
wisdom to a younger men.

- Also notice that these are the proverbsSulénon the son of David, king

of IsraelO N notice the emphasis on SolomonNbut itOs not on Solomon as the
man of peace (which is what SolomonOs name meansNDavid was a man of
war [I Sam. 16:18]) N and this isnOt Solomon the wise ruler of Israel N but

in light of what we looked at before about the Davidic Covenant and what it
all meant that David wasman after God’s own heartfNwe see that the

emphasis here on Solomon is in view of that fact that SolomonOs father,
David, was to be as a son to God, and God was to be his Father.

- Therefore the issue here is, and the emphasis here is that Solomon is
DavidOs son whoOs going to need to be educated by God, and the
mechanical means is going to be by David teaching him in these
proverbs as David was taught by God, as his Father.
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- And we know—(as we saw when we went back to look at the Davidic
Covenant and what the significance of all that was about, and how it pertained,
not only to godly sanctification, but to allowing for sonship education to take
place at all), — we know from that that God was to function as a Father to
David (the man after GodOs own hgastHis son—and we also noted and
verified that the Father-son relationship of God and David was also to be
established between God and Solomon as well.

- And God had designed it so that He would educated David as His
son, and then God would have David pass on that education to his

son, Solomon, — but Solomon, even though he was receiving the
information from his genetic father, David; Solomon was to
understand and appreciate that the information and the education he
was getting from David was the education his Heavenly Father wanted
to give him.

- God wanted Solomon to receive the information of his sonship
education as if God Himself was giving it to him—but God designed
for David to instruct Solomon in that education—and God would
then have Solomon write and inscribe that information in the book
of Proverbs as he received it from David.

- But even though David was giving the information to
Solomon, Solomon understood and appreciated that this
wasn’t just David’s human wisdom as Solomon’s father-elder,
but it was actually the education from Solomon’s Heavenly
Father passed on through his earthly father, David.

- And in light of all that—these verses (:2-6) — become the most significant
issue in this entire book! (i.e., the book of Proverbs)

- My understanding is that (:2-6) actually function so as to lay out the
format & curriculum for sonship education and edification—whether
it be David educating Solomon; God educating the remnant of Israel
when they become beneficiaries of the New Covenant when God’s
program with Israel gets resumed and fulfilled—or you receiving

your education as an adopted son from your Father in this dispensation
of Gentile grace.

- That format or pattern or curriculum is all contained here in these 5
verses.

- And that should excite you as to how much they matter to the
sonship education process!
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- (read vs. 2-6)

- What do you see in these 5 verses? What do you notice about them?

- (no wrong answerNwide open question)

- (:1) doesnOt end in a period, but it does endina semicolonNso it
could stand on its own as a single statementNbut it is designed to
connect with what follows.

- In fact, youOve actually got only 2 sentences here:

- (:1-4) forming 1 sentence;
- (:5-6) forming 1 sentence.

- But one word is used prolifically throughout (:2-6) - and really by
the use of that word, you have a technique in English grammar that
is designed to alert you to what is going on throughout the
information that forms these 2 sentences.

- And really, at least as | read these verses, the first thing that jumped
out at me was this repeated use of the little wdfdOO

- Look at the number of timesdO is used.

- And just a quick scan of the way (:2 & :3 & :4 & :6) start off, you
have this use of the word'é®.

- And the @00 is used as a purpose clauseNitOs being used like a
hammer to drive home to your thinking that this is going OtoO do
somethingNeach one of these issues is designed and has a purpose
to do somethinyg

- 1tOs saying, OThis is the purpose of these proverbsO N and we
already know definition-wise, that a proverb or a group of proverbs,
or especially an entire Book of Proverbs all put together is going to
involve educationNespecially the imparting of wisdom from an

elder to a younger so that this young man can become an elderNand
we know that what weOve got here is David instructing his son
Solomon, and Solomon receiving the instruction from David in light
of that instruction coming from God his Heavenly FatherNand then
along comes all thes@€®sO which says, Ok, here are the specifics
of what the purpose and the objectives of this book are all.about
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- But what you need to appreciate here is that by the use of “TQ”, the purpose
is given to us here—but because of the multiple uses of “10” we are to
understand that it’s a COMPLEX PURPOSE (not a complicated purpose,
but a complex purpose).

- That is, it consists not of just one part—but it consists of many
parts that are all interconnected or interwoven or interrelated.
(They all interface or interact with each other.)

- In other words, it doesn’t just end with:
“To know wisdom and instructidn(period)

- But you’ve got a complex of purpose or interconnected parts:

1) Toknow wisdom and instruction;

2) to perceive the words of understanding;

3) Toreceive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and
judgment, and equity;

4) To give subility to the simple,

5) tothe young man knowledge and discretion.

Maybe 6) A wise man will hear, and will increase
learning; and a man of understanding shall
attainunto wise counsels:

6 or 7) Tounderstand a proverb, and the interpretation; the
words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

- And at the end of (:6) you’re to understand that the entire format or
curriculum is fully given or fully represented.

- Therefore the first thing we are to appreciate is that there is a complex
purpose or objective to the book of Proverbs. (And all those ‘toO5tell you
that).

- And that means that before you go any further, if you don’t know what the
purpose is—that is, if you can’t settle in your thinking what the purpose of
each one of these component “to0%is (right down the list) — if you can’t nail
down what each of those things are, then there really isn’t any reason to go any
further! Because if you don’t know what the purpose of the book is, there’s no
point in reading the book!

- And the first one is: “To know wisdom and instructi®n
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- And the truth of the matter is, that should come as no surprise at allNin fact,
that should be expectliif Proverbs is going to be an educational sys{éon

a younger man to receive an education from his father, then thatOs further
defined as David teaching his son SolomonNand we understand the
significance of thatNthat Solomon is to function as a son and God as his
FatherNso itOs going to be God using David to edwisitgon Solomon) then

it should be expected that this purpose would be complex and multifaceted

- And, just so that you donOt get bored with all thisNlest you think that this is
only something academic to the book of ProverbsNyou should be aware that
each one of these component parts has a direct relation to you and to your
sonship education as we find it in the book of Romans and on through PaulOs
epistles
- That is, when you read that the first thing a son is to OgetO (so to
speak) is what is stated in that first componef: dow wisdom
and instruction;O N and on down through each component part N
those all perfectly match (and wonderfully so), those all match up
with each step and each component part of your sonship education
and edification!

- And thatOs why itOs important to understand that God doesnOt just
justify you unto eternal life and then say, OWell, hereOs a box of
stuff (godly stuffNinspired stuff), but thereOs really no rhyme or
reason to any of itNitOs almast there, but itOs all out of order and
itOs all gotten mixed up over the years, so youOre going to have to go
to a marn(a Pope of some kindNa scholar or a pastor-pope), and heOll
have to figure it out as to how it all works (of course, after heOs
corrected all the errors in it, and after heOs waited for archeologists
and scholars to find the missing stuff and after heOs reconstruct it in
his own private interpretation), and then heOs going to have to figure
out some kind of order or systematic system of categories of
doctrineNand after that is done (if it ever gets done), then you might
have some idea for what you are to do AFTER youOve gotten
justified! But until then, just keep singing and just keep giving
money, and just keep praying N Ochin-up!O0

- And you can easily see why most Christians are just totally confused
and for the most part why they really donOt see their sanctified life as
any big dealNthat getting saved and justified and getting out of hell
and the lake of fireNthatOs the big deal, and if I donOt get anything
else out of my Christian life, well, who really cares, because who
really knows what IOm supposed to do anyway!

- And youOve got to resist thatNbecause thatOs how Satan wins even
before you ever get started!!!
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- But the truth of the matter is, what God wants to do with you, upon you
learning that you are an adopted son, and upon that effectually working in your
inner man so that you cry, “Abba, Father,”:

— He wants you to begin by “knowing wisdom and instructidn

— and then He wants you to “perceive the words of understanding
— then He wants you to “receive the instruction of wisdom, justice,
and judgment, and equity

— then He wants to give you “subtilty’ because at that point you’re
going to be “simplée’

— then you’ll grow to be a “young maii at which point you’ll get
“knowledge and discretitn

— then you’ll become a “wise mafi and you will then “increase
learning’

— to finally become a “man of understandifigvho shall “attain unto
wise counsels

- And you’re going to see that that all matches up perfectly and wonderfully to
your own education as we would expect it to, if this is the format for a Father-
son education!

- So we’ve come to recognize that what we're being given here is in all reality
(not in theory) a TABLE OF CONTENTS for the book of Proverbs, in verses 2
-6.

- God ‘tables out for you’ in advance, (even before you begin dealing
with it), a scope of the contents (pl) — ‘here’s what all this will do;
here’s the design of it.’

- The book of Proverbs will contain these things—and by that you
would naturally expect to find chapters or sections corresponding with
“knowing wisdom and instructidhr— and chapters or sections
corresponding to “perceiving the words of understanding- and
chapters or sections dealing with “receiving the instruction of wisdom,
justice, and judgment, and equity- and so forth and so on.

- (And that’s whether you’re here in the book of Proverbs, or
in any other place where God takes up the curriculum for
sonship education with the appropriate doctrine—such as in
the epistles of Paul—or Hebrews through Jude).

- And that’s exactly what you’re looking at—this iS the table of
contents for the book—it’s the objectives, goals, and purposes of the
book laid out in a table in it’s very beginning.
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- And since weOre dealing with a table of contents (pl), (in fact, if it
were just a book about one single content, you wouldn't need any
kind of a table of contents) N but since it is a table of contents, we
know that thereOs more than one thing contained in itNtherefore we
know that there is eomplex of purposeo the book and to the
educational curriculum.

- And that, in itself, should cause you to think that there are
going to be some kind of steps involved or some kind of
structure that goes in a progressive mannerNsuch as phases
or levels or grades, etc.

- (At the very least we should expect 2 levels, since
weOve got all these listed items gathered up into 2
large sentencesNbut maybe thereOs more levels to it
than thatNand maybe within the levels there are
divisions to be made there as wellNweOll see all

that [and confirm it] as we go along.)

- But just by the uses of the word3,0knovD - @ perceiv® - @
receive - @ give(get)O -0 understan® N all that tells you that
there is an orddreing followedNand thereOs an end to itNand by
default (so to speak) that tells you that thereOs advancement and
progression to it.

- YouOrénowing youOreerceiving youOreeceiving
youOrgetting youOr@creasingNand by the end, youOre
understanding

- And all of this should confirm and verinya~nd really settle your mindNthat
this is_an ordered, complex, educational systeetause thatOs what you
would expect to find in an educational system!

- And (as someone brought out before), you should see that, not only is there
progression in the verbkrowing, perceiving, receivingtc.), but there are
also these 4 titles or monikers, or labels (identifying names) given to the son.

- A simpleson or man (:4);
A young mar(:4);
A wise mar(:5);
A man of understandin@b).

- So that, not only is there a progression in the verbsNbut you also see a
progression in the sgwhich you would expect) and what heOs called
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- From (:2 and :3) youOre not given a title or identifying rianagbe

at that point you can be identified simply as an adoptexNsorm

in (:4), now that son can be defined and identifiecsagp®@0O N and

then in the 2nd half of (:4) that son can be accurately described as
Qhe young manO N then when you get to what (:5) describes, that son
is @ wise manON and then ultimately, the 2nd half of (:5) identifies
the son asdOnan of understanding.O

- Growth and progression and advancement is not only seen in the
curriculum N but growth and progression and advancement is also
seen by the recipient of the educatiday the son, himself

- The son himself is viewed as uneducatediriple, and on to a fully
educatednan of understandingNtherefore taking you from being
completely ignorant to beingman of understanding.

'?_‘ - ThatOs the formatNand youOd expect it to do thatNand you find
identifying and definable progressionthe son as he goes through

the advancement and the progression of the curriculumNand thatOs

what youOd expect to find, in fact, nothing else would make sense!

- The son goes from being adopted by his FatherlSlto the Father telling
the son that He is now going to be educating youNyou want my heart,
and 10m going to begin writing my heart on your heart.

- And all that begins withi@owing wisdom and instruction;
perceiving the words of understanding; receiving the
instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment and equityQ
(that forms his basic establishment as his FatherOs son).

- Then he can be properly identified asmple sonNand

after further education he will go from thatple son to
being avoung man who will gain some knowledge and
discretionNand then he will go to beingwise man who will
increase learningNand finally he will go to ultimately being
a man of understanding attaining unto wise counsels.

- Now you may not have picked those terms of identification, but you
would expect a progressiimhow the son can be categorized and
identified and recognizedNand what title or label or moniker can be
attached to him N and youOd expect him to go from knowing nothing,
to knowing all heOs supposed to know and being a maiai of
understanding.
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- Now with all that, we should naturally be looking for a point of development
whereby you can take this information and group it together so that we can
see levels to be attained and reached and aciNelleaf which are
commensurate with these identification names or titles that are given here.

- And the truth is, every educational system youOve ever been
involved in has this type of structure to it.

- Even in elementary education you have griidesl there are
certain courses and a certain amount of knowledge or wisdom that
has to be attained before you get passed on to the next grade.

- And in secular education you basically have it given in 3 main
large partsNyou have elementary school; then you have Jr. High
School; and finally you have Senior High SchoolNand if you go
on, you have College and then Graduate School.

- And even in all that there is a recognition of when a child becomes
a man (a young man) - which would be in High School (normally);
and you have certain titles or monikers given to students when they
make the transition from being a child to being an adult: they enter
into High School as a OFRESHMANO (a fresh-man); then a
OSOPHOMOREQO; and then a OJUNIORO; and finally a OSENIOR.O

- And you have levels of attainment all the way through.

- And thereQs certain things understood and expected about
being a FRESH-MANNyouOre fresh to the education, and
youOre just now becoming a man. YouOre fresh to being a
man, youOre new to the whole thing.

- Then youOre a SOPHOMORE (a wise moron) - a wise
foolNyou were a freshman (you didnOt know anything); and
then you are given some information, but you have very
limited experienceNyou donOt have a great deal of
information, and youOve never used any of itNand now you
come back and think youOre wise (at least thereOs a tendency
to think that), but youOre really just a foolNand itOs the
perfect description of what you are following being a
freshmanNyouOre not completely ignorant, but the tendency
is to think you are wiser than you really areNand that is a
very vulnerable position to be in. (ThereOs a great deal of
danger at this stage).



Romans 8:1-13 Page 273

- Then thereOs the JUNIORNhe is someone who is advanced
beyond being a fresh-man and a wise foolNbut heOs still not
quite ready to be out on his ownNhe hasnOt finished his
courses yetNhe can only be considered a jr. partner

(so to speak). You do have some wisdomNitOs useful, but
youOQre just not quite ready to function as a man to the fullness
in the business youOre training for. And as a jr. partner in the
business, you can have a limited function.

- Finally thereOs the SENIORNheOs now ready to leave the
educational system and get on with the business. YouOve
completed the education successfully, you can fully enter into
the business as a Sr. partnerNand in fact, you can even be
given a Osatellite businessO that you can take care of all on
your own (without your Father by your side)!

- And all this is the way of secular education because it recognizes ( it
actually steals it from sonship education) - but the reason secular
education has gravitated to these levels of instruction is because the
human makeup of the inner man is actually designed to receive an
education in that way!
(1tOs bad education, but as far as the outer shell of the design
of the system, itOs not completely wrong in recognizing
thereOs levels of attainment that have to be undergone by the
student).

- And donOt think that IOm implying that there are 4 levels or 6 or 8
or whatever N weQll nail all that down in time, but for now all IOm
after is getting you to think in terms of having some kind of definable,
identifiable structure or levels or phases that would logically be
indicative of an educational system.

- Because the truth of the matter is, that educational structure that has
various levels of attainment that can be measured and tested and
recognized very easily is exactly how God has designed to educate
you as His son!

- And thatOs what | mean when | say that we now should begin to be able to
think aboutNwhen we see all the structure to these 5 verses of Proverbs 1 (:2-
6) - and we see all the sequential progressdWing, perceiving, receiving,
getting, increasingetc.Nalong with these titles or monikers descriptive of the
sonOs statusNthat it would be normal and expected to find groupings of the
informationfor the multiple purposes and levels to be reached by the son.
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- But before we go on to actually look and see just how many levels or phases
within levels or whatever, to the sonship curriculumNitOs critical (to my
thinking anyway) to recognize and to appreciate that, if there are say, 3 levels
to the curriculum given here, then we should expect to find there are also 3
major levels given by Paul in our epistles. (or 4 or 5 or whatever)

- And if there are sub-levels or phases within the levels that can be
identified here in the curriculum in Proverbs, then itOs only natural
and right to expect to find that same thing mirrored within the
epistles of Paul.

- And whatever the purpose and desifithe levels and phases

that we find here in the book of Proverbs, itOs natural and expected
to anticipate that that very same purpose and désfgiiowed by

Paul, and that we can find it being dealt with by Paul in just that
exactsame order and following thexactsame purpose and design

- Ok. At this point | think, given what we now know and have come to
understand and appreciateNif all that weOve said so far makes senseNthat
you see that itOs really thereNthat itOs not just some theory or some manQOs
manipulation of the textNbut that God has really designed this as a sonOs
curriculum to be given from his Father to him as a son whoOs been adopted by
his FatherNand that itOs dealing with this education of an elder imparting his
heart to the heart of this adopted sonNand that the curriculum has a
complexity of purposé it (itOs not just randomly thrown together) - and that
there are these descriptive titggen that indicate progress and measured
advancement within the son as he goes through the educationNif all that is
seen by you as something true and significantN N then | think the best thing
to do next is to begin to look at the text again and identify the general, simple
progress of the levels to be attained by the son.

- We need to now identify just how many levels there are to this curriculum.

- (read vs. 2-6)

- And what | think a person might be inclined to do at this point is to come
along and say, OWell, there are these 4 descriptive titles giveniKipke

man (or son); thgoung man thewise man andthe man of understanding

So from that, | figure that there are 4 levels to the education, each level being
attained at each one of those descriptive titles.O

- But therNeOS a problem with that. And if you pay attention carefully to the
text, youOll see that, really thereOs a lot of information given to the son
BEFORE he ever reaches the first descriptive titt@mpleO.
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-In (:2-3), youOre given a whole bunch of thingswmwandperceiveand
receivéNbut at that point, youOre not ev&mpleyetNyouOre not yetsimple
man orsimplesonNbut you are a soMNyouOre an adopted son.

- And you know that from the very moment (:1) begins.
- So you have at least 1 Level, prior to being calkchleD.

- And what is contained in that first level is the initial education of a
son that is mandatogyrior to his getting to be simpleson.

- And it really corresponds to our OfreshmanO stage in High School.
(YouOre new to the subject, you donOt really have any significant
identity among your peers, youQOre getting your first taste to the whole
issue of being in the institution and to the curriculumNbut you really
donOt know anything yet until you get the contents of what will
comprise your freshman level of instruction.)

- And before the son can rightly and accurately be cafliedpRO, he
first of all has to come tck@ow wisdom and instructigh and he has

to then Perceive the words of understandidgand then he as to
Qeceive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and gQuity

- And all of that that is contained in (:2-3) is what a son has to have to
really become establish@uhis sonship education to begin with.

- In other words, (:2-3) are designed to provide the son, and to set the
attitude of the son properlyN(and a lot of what the son is going to get
in his first level of education has a lot to do with his attitude towards
the education he is receivin§y but what is contained in the

curriculum before the son receives his first descriptive titleNall that

is designed to provide for the sos®sship establishmerit

- It©§ his basic, fundamental, initial, overall establishment as a
sonNas an adopted son of his Father.

- And what | think you need to realize about (:4) N what may be
something that might trip you upNor kind of snag your thinking, is to
make an assumption that the wosdil@iltyO is describing all of those
items set out in verses 2 & 3Nin other words, if you donOt pay close
attention tchow this is said antiow it is presented, you will come
along and think that (:4) is taking the issu&mdwing wisdom and
instruction; perceiving the words of understanding; receiving the
instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and etjaind all

those things are summed up as gisnbtilty to the simplgand
thatO8VRONG! (ThatOs nathat is being said here!)
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- And | believe the English grammand word ordetells you thatN
the prosodyells you thatNthe punctuatiotells you thatNand the
verse breaktell you that.

- In other words, youOre not accurately calléds@O until you first
of all get all those things set forth in your initial sonship
establishment as set forth in verses 2 & 3.

- And only afteryou have come thnow wisdom and instruction,
and only aftethat, when youOyerceived the words of
understanding; and then afteyouOveeceived the instruction of
wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity, N after all thatOs been
achievedNnow you can call yourselfi@ple.O

- And all that instruction and education that takes place in verses
2 & 3 perfectly corresponds to that Ofresithavel of education.

- YouOre an adopted $iyouOre an adult sbtbut youOre

OfresB at it: you need to learn, first and foremost, the basic
things that properly set your attitude for the whole education

process youOre about to go through.

- Therefore, the FIRST LEVEL (LEVEL ) of sonship education and

edification (table-of-context-wise, anyway) is that you, as a freshly adopted

son have to have all that (:2-3) sets forth in the order it is ijaed that
forms your first level of sonship education & edification.

- Proverbs 1:2-3 is the FIRST LEVEL of sonship education.

- And if you want to call it something (which is a good thing to do);

if you want to give that 1st Level a short summary statement type of

descriptionN Level | of the Curriculum for Sonship Education is
Basic Sonship Establishmeas the Adopted Son you are.

- And hopefully you see all thatNand hopefully that all makes sense.???

- And that takes us to (:4).

- And as weQve already seenNas some of you have already perceived

(and even articulated in class), you see that this whole 6-verse

section is make up of 2 §entencesNand the first sentence ends at the
end of (:4) - and as youOve rightly discerned already, there must be

a division made there because of the powerful pause of the period
at the end of (:4).
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- And now we encounter that first descriptive titleNin fact, in | (:4)
we have two descriptive titlesNsinplegd andtBe young mad N

(4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and
discretionO)

- And the question becomes, Is this one level that has 2 descriptive
titles to it; or is this two levels, each one with a descriptive title?

- Well, we see that these 2 descriptive titles are not divided by a very
strong or powerful punctuation mark at allNin fact, they are divided
by the weakest pause in English punctuationNthey are only divided
by a comma. (So that may be helpfulNthat may tell us something.)

- And so you come to (:4) and you do have some information that
youQOre working withNitOs limited informationNbut with the addition
of the issue of gettingubtilty, youQOre now given your first descriptive
titleNyouOre callegimpléNa simplesonNor asimpleman.

- And just as the 1st Level is compatible to our understanding of what
a freshmaiis, this 2nd Level N especially this first descriptive title,
is compatible to our understanding of what a sophoisore

- Once youOve gotten all that in (:2-3) - or all the 1st Level of sonship
education gives youNthen youQre passedor movedn to the next
grade or level of education.

- And the very next thing these Proverbs are designed to do is to,
Q;lve subtilty to the S|mp]EN and donOt get hung up on that word
QiveO N because thatOs not describing the son doing anVtérg

is, the son isnOt giving subtilty to this other son or this other person
called Gimpled N itOs the son being describedsam@O and itOs

the work of these proverbs to gisebtiltyto that Gimpled son!

- The simple son@etting subtilty hereNheOs not giving anything

- (:4) further describes what all these proverbs are going to do next!

- In other words, weOre not switching from being a student to
being a teacher, and then switching from a teacher back to a
studentNbecause that not only doesnOt properly follow the
way the information is being given here, but that isnOt even
logical in any form of educationNthis is all about what my
Father is doing to niNitOs not going to Oswitch horses in mid
streamO to what IOm now going to do to a third party.



Page 278 Romans 8:1-13

- In fact, (just to further solidify and confirm or verify that weOre on
good ground here to see (:4) as another level of the curricyiam),
canOt describe the son in (:2-3) ssnpleéNbecausesimpledoesnOt
describe someone whoOs EMAN $impleis somebody who has
enough knowledge, or who thinks heOs got enough wisdom or
knowledgeNbut really he only has enough knowledge just to be
dangerousNhe thinks heOs got a lot, in reality he doesnOt, but he
thinks he can make decisionsNN yet heOs still got areas vithieee
doesnOt add his education, heOs going to makedeaisions, heOs
going to make wrondecisions here and there, and if he encounters
competing wisdomhe can easily be led astray and make stupid
decisions that are going to harm him and ruin his own education.

- Thatsimpleson describes him in a status whereby he can be easily
dupedNor fooledNor deceivedNor (as Paul puts ithéwitchedO

- And thatsimpleson is going to have to addbtiltyto what he now
knows, or else heOs going to be led astray.

- And, as we will see, until you get what is contained in the
books of Romans N Galatians, you canOt be caltaple
son yet. TheubtiltyyouOre going to have to add to that
education begins in the book of Ephesians!

- Getting all those things contained in (:2 & 3) - all that
amounts to is for you to get your thinking in line with your
FatherOs about the education He wants to give youNto get
your thinking about your education as a son to be just
exactly the way your Father thinks about educating you as
His son.

E] - The truth of the matter is, the 1st Level of sonship education
actually primesyou to receive the meat oore curriculum of your
sonship educationNand by the time you get to the end of the 1st
Level, youOre now ready to Gilbtiltyas asimplesonNyouOre,

(at that point), not ready to GIVE anybaslybtilty, because you donOt
have anysubtiltyNyou have no ability at that point to give anybody
subtiltywhatsoever.

- In fact, at that stage youOre an easy tbogativanced
attacks by the Satanic policy of evil! (thatr@nge womad
who is going to seduce you and allure you.)
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- And 1Om going over this very carefully so that you really do see all
thisNand it should be causing you to think hiiltecause what is
happening here is that, maybe for the first time in your life, your
mind is being asked to be used exactly for what God wants it used
forNfor what God created it for in the first place!

- (And that should be exciting to you!)

- And you need to be thinking crystal clear and clearly accurate about
all these terms and words and phrases in order to be edified properly!

- And thatOs why you should realize that this is the reason why
God saved meNHe didnOt just save me to be forgiven of my
sinsNI get that as a benefit so that | can live forever with
HimNHe saved me to start imparting this doctrine to me so
that | can be useful to HimNboth now and for all eternityN

and HeOll reward me for it!

- Now, getting back to a closer examination of (:4).

- While we do have 2 descriptive titles given in (:4), we do have some
grammatical punctuation marks that help us determine just how this
is supposed to be grouped together.

- And as we noted before, the verse ends in a period. And that tells us
that it is appropriate to keep this separate from (:5) - even though |
realize that all these are objective of your sonship education, so itOs
not completely separated from all these thingsNbut if you are looking
for levels of attainment, the use of the period should cause us to
realize that there is a pretty hard line drawn here as to a level break.

- And, by the way, if youOre thinking that since this is all one
big sentence, and that should tell us that none of it is to be
divorced from the rest of itNyouOre not totally off base there,
because the 1st Level and the 2nd Level do kind of go
together.

- In other words, if youOre perceiving that even though we can
clearly see 2 Levels contained here (one in :2-3, and one in
:4) - and that these are kind of going together, and they are
kind of separate from the issues contained in :5 & :6 (the next
Level) - thatOs not at all wrong.

- (weOll get to all that in time.)
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- And remember that the way the English punctuation separates the
2 descriptive titles here in (:4) is not by a semicolon or a colon, but
by a simple comma—the weakest pause in the English language, it
should cause you to think that, even though we have 2 descriptive
titles given in this one verse, maybe the 2 go together (not that they
are synonymous or describing the same thing because there is
progress between a sSimpleman and a young man- but maybe they
go together to form one complete level of instruction on their own.

- A colon, or even a semicolon tells us that, while the
thoughts could stand on their own as 2 separate thoughts,
they are to be understood to be linked together, but with a
distinct pause or separation between them.

- But a comma definitely tells you that these 2 thoughts are
not supposed to be separated to that degree at all—they are
never to be thought to be thoughts that can stand alone all on
their own—they are to be understood to go together—granted
there is sense & sequence to them, granted there is
advancement to the 2 terms—but they are to be viewed as
going together as one level.

- And maybe the proper thing to say at this point is that there
is one level here, but 2 distinct phases to that one level.

- Phase 1 = To give subtilty to the simple
- Phase 2 = to the young man knowledge and
discretion

- And my understanding is that is what is going on here.

- And not only that, but when you think about the difference between
a son described as simpleand a son described as a young manthat
difference isn’t all that great.

- In other words, the distinction between being a sSimpleman
and a young marisn’t at all enormous.

- But when you think about a sSimpleson or young marover against
what is described in (:5) - a wise marand a man of understanding
that seems to be a great difference—a marked difference—and it is!

- And you can add to that, since it’s obvious (though we haven’t
really talked about it all that much) - the fact that (:2 & :3) have at
least more than one component or phase to it, it should be no
surprise to find the 2nd Level having more than one phase to it, too.
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- Therefore, in light of all these things, I believe we are also on good ground to
confidently see (confirmed & verified) that verse 4, alone, comprises LEVEL
IT of the curriculum for sonship education.

- By the way, even in the description of what you’re going to be
getting in LEVEL II — “subtilty” to the simple, to the young man
knowledge and OdiscretiOn— there is only a slight difference
between subtiltyand discretion—not that there’s no difference, but
they are similar terms—they are both terms that have to do with
discernment.

- Now let’s look at (:5) and see if we can see the next level—or LEVEL III.
- (read :5-6)

- First off, we get 2 more descriptive titles in (:5) — the “wise mali
and “a man of understandifig— but as you go on to the end of (:5),
notice that it ends in a colon—(the only colon in the entire passage).

- And again, while there is a difference between the 2
descriptive titles, and while there is a noticeable progression
and advancement to the 2 titles, the difference is again a
rather small difference. They are also similar terms.

- They are separated by a semicolon, so while they can be
stand-alone thoughts all on their own, there is reason for them
to be linked together.

- And that colon not only acts to cause you to make a big pause at the
end of (:5), but a colon also acts to mark off the remaining statement
(in this case all of :6) as describing what follows as an explanation,
an example, or a series.

- And my understanding of what that colon is doing in this case (at the
end of :5), is that it is to let you know that what is said in (:6) - that is,
what (:6) is doing is to give you the details of what this “wise
counsel’ of (:5) consists of—in other words, (:6) gives you this

wise counsethat this man of understandinigas attained.

- The colon acts to say, “Here’s what these wise counselsave
provided for: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the
words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

(That’s the wisdom he’s attained to).
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- The difference, again, betweewese maranda man of
understandings a subtle differenceNthereOs a progression to the
termsNthere issomedifference, for sureNbut itOs not to the degree
of the difference between thempleand thewise manor theyoung
manand thewise man

- Here in (:5), bottof them aranen and both of them have
heightened levels of perception and wisdom and
understandingNone of them is titledwise manand the
other isa man of understanding

- Theman of understandinigeing theultimate level of the
sonship education!

- Now | want to address the use of the punctuation marks, just so you know

that | havenOt ignored what was going on in (:2 & 3), and just so we can get it
out on the table (so to speak) and at least address it to some degree so that you
might think about it and see the logic in the way IOve divided up this passage.

- In (:5) the wise man will hear, and will increase learriand then

you have a semicolon that causes a fairly strong pause there, and then
you go on toand a man of understanding shall attain unto wise
counsels

- And what | specifically want to address here is that we have the
semicolon separating thdse marfrom theman of understanding
but we are seeing them both_as one level of the education

- They are 2 components or phases for sure, but they seem (and |
think rightly so) to be all of the same levelNLevel Ill N in other
words, the use of the semicolon does tell you that although they can
stand as a contained thought all on their own, they are nonetheless
intended to be linked together.

- But then that brings up the question, Olf that is the case, then why
donOt we see vs. 2N4 as one group or one level, because they are
separated by a semicolon, too?0 (especially :3 & :4)

- Well, first of all, if you simply canOt settle it in your own mind, even
after | get through with what I®m about to say, and you are totally
convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that there should be only 1
level that runs from vs.2 through vs. 4Nbut as long as you do see
there are all these various components to it, then fineNI donOt think
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you’re going to be greatly hampered or doing any damage to the text
or to the curriculum to a degree that you simply can’t go through it and
gain the benefits of it — because you will see, even if you do see a
marked off level of the curriculum in (:2-3), and then a 2nd level in
(:4), that the truth of the matter is, that Level I and Level II of sonship
education are closely linked—more closely linked than the final level!

- But I believe there is not only enough evidence to settle in your mind
that there are 3 Levels to the curriculum, but that the fact that (:3) ends
in a semicolon doesn’t really pose a problem to making a division
between level 1 and level 2 occurring between (:3) and (:4).

- And I think that God designed the curriculum so that Level I and
Level II are to be thought about as being closely linked together, even
more so than Level III—and I believe that’s exactly why we have the
Ist and 2nd levels being separated by only a semicolon and not a
colon or a period.

- So maybe that will give you some level of contentment,
right there.

- So (:5) is one level, but there are 2 phases to it and the 2 descriptive
titles are linked by the semicolon—the 1st clause being the 1st phase
of Level 111, and the 2nd clause being the 2nd phase of Level I11.

- So why aren’t (:3) and (:4) looked at the same way?

- Well, beyond the fact that we’ve already established that you have

a lot of information being given in (:2-3) without any descriptive title
at all—and we’ve already noted that the prosody of (:4) — (that is,
especially how those first 6 words of (:4) are carefully chosen and
stated) actually causes you to perceive a difference of some kind
existing between what it said in (:2 & 3), and what is said in (:4) ——

- Beyond that, the KJ translators saw enough of a distinction at the
end of (:3) and the beginning of (:4) that they should be marked off
as separate verses—which matters.

- Also, vs. 2, 3, and 4, while being all linked together, are very
apparently, not all the same level—they are somewhat closely linked,
but there is a difference between what you’re getting in (:2 & 3), and
then what you’re getting in (:4).
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- And my understanding isNat least for nowNis to recognize by the
way this information is given to usNthat we need to clearly see that
verses 2N3Nand 4 are linked together in an appropriate wag,

yet they are not all the same level!

- And what you should be perceiving (and what is right to perceive)
in all that, is that the 1st and 2nd Levels of sonship education are very
much differenthan the 3rd Level of sonship education.

- When you becomewise marand aman of understanding
thatOs a great deal differtivin being just a freshman (newly
adopted son), or the sophomore stage of b&ingle or

being ayoung man.

- And as we Igok at~the details of Level I, and Level I, and then go
into Level Il N youOre going to see that there is a dramatic
difference between Level |l and Level.lll

- In other words, thereOs a reason why Level | and Level Il should be
seen as being linked together in a way that is different than Level Ill.

- And | want you to at least know this much now, so that you realize
that IOm not ignoring the punctuationNthere is a reason for it being
the way it isNbut at the same time that punctuation, in and of itself,
is no reason for us to not be able to discern that there is a gathering
of information prior to the son receiving his first descriptive title that
can be identified as a level (Level 1) all on itOs own N yet by the use
of the punctuation, we are given to know that it is closely linked to
the next level (Level 11) N (:4) does comprise a 2nd level all on its
own N and yet we can clearly see that these first 2 levels are set
forth in a way that tells us that when we see the 3rd level coming up
in (:5), that thereOs a far more dramatic difference to that 3rd level
than in the previous 2. (and itOs supposed to be that way)

- And as we will look at the doctrine that comprises all these levels,
that will also settle the matter in our thinking about the break down
of the levels to our sonship educationNand weOll deal with that in
due course.

- But notice in (:5) the description of the wise mafiMise man will
hear, and will increase learnindN thatOs a rather interesting term to
use at this point, isnOt it? All the way back from (:2), hasnOt the son
been learning all along? IsnOt that the point to all those issues listed
in verses 2 and 3 and 4?




Romans 8:1-13 Page 285

- But at Level 111 there’s a change: there’s an increase in learning
that’s different from Level II and Level I learning.

- Now, we also saw that in both Level I and in Level II they each had
multiple components or phases to them—and so we should be able
to see in Level III that it, too, is made up of multiple components or
phases.

- And when you see there are these 2 final descriptive titles: — A wise
man will hear, and will increase learnin@Geparated by a semicolon)
and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counseis’s not
a stretch for us to say, if what we already have perceived is right, then
it would be only natural and expected and consistent that this 3rd level
has these 2 phases (multiple components) as well.

- LEVEL III of Sonship Education = Prov. 1:5-6

- Phase 1 = A wise man will hear, and will increase learnjng

- Phase 2 = and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise
counsels— and then (:6) goes on to describe and
list (as it were) what those wise counsels are.

- Recap:
- LEVEL I = (:2-3) - the freshman, newly adopted son.
- LEVEL II = (:4) - the sophomore, the simple young man
- LEVEL III = (:5-6) - the upperclassmen (Juniors & Seniors), the
wise man& the man of understanding

- And (just to tweak your thinking a little bit) - you may have thought
or anticipated that, well, since we have 4 descriptive titles in our High
School education (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior), then I thought
we’d have 4 levels to all this.

- Well, I believe that all 4 descriptions are accounted for—but
remember that this is God’s design for proper sonship education, not
man’s.

- Therefore, if that true, (and it is), and if we’ve properly perceived the
number of levels in the sonship curriculum, then there must be a
reason (and a good one) for there being 3 levels and not 4—or 3 and
not 2—or 3 and not 5—and so on.

- Ok, well just what is the goal of this education in the first place?
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- 1snOt sonship education designed for manOs proper edification?

- And isnOt proper edification designed to make a man what God
ever designed for a man to be when He created him in the first place?

- And what was the special capacity or special ability God created
man forNthat he didnOt create any other creature for?

- A: GODLINESS!
- And how many components are there to godliness? (3)!

- Now at this point we should have covered these verses enough so that you
can clearly see that there are 3 Levels to the sonship curriculum

- The first 2 are designed to be more closely related (or go more
closely together) than the 3rd LevelNbut there are 3 levels to it.

- And on top of that we clearly see that each level has more than one
component to itNor more precisely, more than one phase to it.

- If all that is clear to youNthen | believe the next logical thing to do at this
point is to look again at the 3 Levels to the curriculum and make sure that we
see how they are each broken down into phases (or semesters, if you will).

- (And we have mentioned them beforeNin fact, itOs almost
impossible not to when youOre going over the 3 Levels.)

- But | just want to make sure we have some clarity on where these
Levels divide up into groupings of the phases the son will pass as
he goes through each level of education.

- And I0Om going to tell you from the outset, that when it comes to
seeing these phases to each level, your clarity might be very sharp as
to some of them, and not so clear as to others.

- And 10l tell you right now, that if it proves that we have to make
adjustments to our thinking, then we can certainly do that, but |
believe that, as we get into the doctrinal sections that deals with all
these issues, that you will see more clearly the phase divisions as we
present them here.
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- Now this may not be the best way to do it, but IOm going to cover
these in the way | came to see themNnot at all in the order they are
givenNbut | think we can start with the one that is the clearest of
them all, and by that pattern, we should be able to better discern the
others.

- LetOs start with what my understanding is, the easiest to see when it
comes to phases within the Levels of the sonship curriculum.

- LetOs begin by looking at LEVEL(1#).

- First of all, it is a single verse all on itOs own. (And I think
the verse breaks will be very helpful here.)

- And we have 2 descriptive titles given in this one Level.
(thesimpleNand the young man

- So if we see that all of (:4) is one level (Level Il), and if we
see that there are multiple components to itNand there is
one descriptive title in each componentNthen | believe itOs
safe to say that there are 2 phases to this levelNone phase
dealing with thesimpleson (or man) N and a 2nd phase
dealing withthe young man

- So itOs fairly easy to see that Level Il of sonship education has:

- Phase 1 = To give subtilty to the simple
- Phase 2 =to the young man knowledge and discretion

- Level IIINI think is the next easiest to discern the phases to.

- Again, (just like with Level Il), we have 2 descriptive titles:
- QA wise maf® and ®man of understandify

- (:5 and :6) comprise one single sentence (much shorter than [:1-4] -
{:5-6 = 35 words; :1-4 = 46 words} N and the 2 descriptive titles
are broken up by a semicolon.

- Therefore it would seem logical to see that what is contained in the
1st clause = @wise man will hear, and will increase learnjéxy

would make up the 1st Phase of Level lll N but notice that there are
distinctly 2 parts to this 1st Phasewilthear,O (divided by a comma)
and then: &nd will increase learning
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- Then_Phase 2 of Level Would consist of the 2nd clausg@nd a
man of understanding shall attain unto wise coun®I8l and then
it, too, has this other part to it after the colon (all of :6), which
describes and lists what thei€e counseld consist of thahe man of
understandindnas attained unto.

- So Phase 2 of Level lll also has 2 partsiaitd it consists othe
man of understandinig (:5b) and then all of (:6).

- Therefore Level Il of sonship education has:

- Phase 1= A wise man will hear, and will increase

learning(:5a) - (w/ 2 Parts)

- Phase 2= and a man of understanding shall attain
unto wise counsels: To understand a
proverb, and the interpretation; the
words of the wise, and their dark sayings
(:5b-6) - (w/ 2 Parts)

- Being that @an of understandi@jls thelltimate goal of the entire
sonship education process! (ThatOs the goalNor the bullOs-eye!)

- Now for Level Nand here is where we can take all that weOve discerned
and perceived so far about these 2 verses (:2-3) - and just utilize all that to
come to recognize that if what weOve found in Level Il and in Level Il holds
true to pattern, then we would expect to find that, while (:2-3) present 1 entire
level of sonship education, it would be natural and expected to find that there
are 2 Phases to this 1st Level.

- We donOt have any descriptive titles to help us out, but | think we do
have some things that are just as powerful and just as persuasive to
settle the matter in our thinking.

- First of all we have 3 clausand that should tell us something.

- (Note the semicolons) N
2 To know wisdom and instructipfi)
to perceive the words of understandi(i®)
3 Toreceive the instruction of wisdom, justice
and judgment, and equitg)

- And then we have the excellency of how the AV and the
translators handled the grouping of these 3 clauses into
2 VERSES (and that matters, and should tell us something)
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- And my understanding is that the verse breaks here are very
important to how the information is to be perceived.

- You have 3 clauses, but you donOt have 3 verses to state the
3 clausesNinstead (:2) gathers up the first 2 clauses into one
verseN(and doing it that way, it provides you an Oeyelue

so to speak, by then making tte@of the 2nd clause in (:2)

to be a small case OtO) - which would naturally cause you to
OseeO (pun intended) that the 2 clauses of (:2) go together to
form 1 PhaseNPhase 1 of Level I.

- But since you have one phase contained on 1 verse, you still
have 2 clauses in (:2) N which should indicate to you that you
have 2 parts to this 1st Phase of Level |

- Part 1 = Qo know wisdom and instructigh
- Part 2 = @ perceive the words of understandiag

- And then youOre left with all that is contained in (:3) - which,
granted, has a lot of components to itN(but all parts and phases and
levels of education have a lot of components to them) N but since all
the components of (:3) are only separated by a coamtaot a
semicolon, then my understanding is that (:3) comprises an entire
Phase of Level | N Phase 2 of Level I.

- RECAP. SONSHIP EDUCATION CURRICULUM (Table of Contents):

(Proverbs 1:2-6)
-LEVEL | = vs.2andvs. 3

- Phase 1 = (:2) N Part 1 ¥o know wisdom and instructipn
(:2a)
Part 2 o perceive the words of
understanding
(:2b)
- Phase 2 = (:3) NTo receive the instruction of wisdom,
justice, and judgment, and equity

-LEVELIl = vs. 4

- Phase 1 90 give subtilty to the simple
(:4a)

- Phase 2 %o the young man knowledge and discretion
(:4b)
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-LEVELIII = vs.5and vs. 6

- Phase 1 = (:5a) — Part 1 = 4 wise man will hear,
(:5al)
Part 2 = and will increase learning,
(:5a2)

- Phase 2 = (:5b-6) — Part 1 = and a man of understanding
shall attain unto wise counsels:
(:5b)

Part 2 = To understand a proverb, and
the interpretation; the words
of the wise, and their dark
sayings.

(:6)

- (Back from fall break) — REVIEW !
- Romans 8:14-25

- The “Capstone” of our Godly Sanctification:
- SONSHIP EDUCATION & EDIFICATION !

- Sonship education is God own design ( He ordered it, he wrote it,
He formed it) for the proper edification of Christians!

- While it is commonly recognized that there is such a thing as
edification—or an edification process:

- 11 Cor. 10:7-9 (:8); 13:10 (oivkodomh, = the act of
building up; an edifice; a building—depicting the Christian’s
spiritual

growth process).

- Eph. 4:11-16 (:12 & 16)

-1 Tim. 1:4

- I Thess. 5:11

- ... what is not commonly recognized is, just how are we supposed
to get properly edified (or gain proper spiritual growth)? In other
words, “After salvation (justification), now what???”

- God’s own curriculum (not man’s!) is the answer to that question!
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- Sonship educatiols the process for godly edification!

- And the way (or rather, the mechanical means) by which God can
begin dealing with you as an adult son, and not a child, is by the
specialized process calleddaptionO.

- And today, every believer is automatically adopted by the
Father, the very moment that person is saved or justified unto
eternal life!

- It becomes, then a question of how you, as a believer in
Christ, are going to respond to your adoption as a son of your
Heavenly Father???

- And the reason why a father would adopt his son (even his own,
naturally born son) was to impart his wisdom and his understanding
into his sonOs heartNso that in the end, the adopted son would enter
into laboring with his father in all his fatherOs business.

- Note: there will be a time where you will move from the thrill and
euphoria of just being adoptedNof just being no longer unders and
governors (which most Christians actually anganting, today!) N of having
all this new found liberty and freedomNof being expected to make decisions
on your ownNand of being treated as an adult by your Father, and not as that
child any longerNthere will be a time where you will move from all that to a
sobering reality of what it means to be a son in your FatherOs businessNand it
will be at that point where the issueSnship commitmentwill come into
play.
- And that gets dealt with right after you get out of Romans 8:14-15,
and then begin 8:16-39! (See also, Proverbs 2:1-5)

- You should have some appreciation for the grandeur of being an
adult, adopted sonNas opposed to being under the tutor and
governor system of the law:_- freedom from Ofear motiv@titrom
Othe rudiments of the worli®m Ogovernorship and limited decision

making.O

- And the close, intimate, Father-to-son relationship that now
exists between you and you Heavenly Father.

- But sadl~y, tha~t is about where all who ever even think about sonship
adoptionNthatOs about where their understanding and appreciation for
being adopted as a son ends!
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- So God has adopted us as sonsNand He intends to edify us as sonsNand
His purpose in doing so is to impart His wisdom and His heart to our heartsN
so therefore it stands to reason that He must have written a curriculum for that
education to take place.

- How do we know that it is ok to look for that curriculum outside the writings
of the apostle Paul? [Rom. 9:4]

- How do we know that the book of Proverbs is the place to find it?

- How do we know that the opening 9 chapters of Proverbs contains the
sonship curriculum?

- What is the major issue that we must be careful of when looking at the
curriculum in Proverbs, that takes into account the dispensational program
change? [same pattern or curriculum; but very different doctrine]

- Why is the doctrine different? [GodOs business is different]

- What does the worg@verbO tell you the book of proverbs is about?

[ItOs an educational style or system that is designed to impart wisdom and
experience of an elder to a young man in order that he, in turn, will become an
elder, experienced, wise man.]

- How do we know that the first 6 verses of Proverbs chapter 1 forms the
OTable of ContentsO for the sonship curriculum?
[ by itOs construction of all thev@finitivesO - by the fact that the
first 6 verses form a paragraph] N the OtoOsO also tell you that there
is a_.complex of purpode the book and to the educational system.

- (review the identifying titlessimple/the young man/a wise man/a man of
understanding)

- (review the levels and phases of the sonship curriculum)
- [see page 289 for help]

- And in all this understanding of just the Table of ContentsNyou should

have some level of appreciation for not only the grandeur of your sonship life,
but begin to realize the level of commitment that is going to be required of
you to get this and to properly function as a fully educated and fully edified
son of your Heavenly Father!

- And that realization is going to get deeper and deeper as we go on.
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- Remember that in all we are being taught in the opening of our sonship lives
is to gain decision-making skills—skill acquisition.

- And those skills we gain now are in the vocational training of our lives for
functioning in our Father’s business—not here on earth, but in the heavenly
places!!!

- And this should thrill and excite you beyond words!

- Note how Paul would, from time to time, have to bring this issue up
as he went through the sonship curriculum in his letters:

-ICor. 15:19
-1 Tim. 4:8

- (Make sure we all see the Table of Content; The Levels; and The Phases)!

- (read Proverbs 1:1-6)

- If everything concerning the adoption of sons—and what all that amounts to;
and the significance of what it means to be an adopted adult son of your Father
in Heaven—if all that’s clear as crystal so that you could even teach it to
somebody if you had to—(you can tell me why God had to adopt you as a son,
what the goal of adoption is, and how being an adopted son differs from how
you are treated as a child) — — and if you clearly understand the issue of why
we go to Proverbs 1:1-6 to find the curriculum for sonship education—and if
you really do perceive the “Table of Contents” in Pro. 1:2-6—and you see the
3 Levels contained in the table of contents—and you further perceive the 2
Phases to each level if all that is a settled matter in your thinking, then
I believe that the next logical thing to do is to begin to examine some of the
details contained in the “Table of Contents” of the Sonship Curriculum and get
an understanding of what we are about to receive in our educations as sons
over in the book of Romans.

- LEVEL I—(Phase 1)

-LEVELI1 = 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive the
words of understanding;
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and
Jjudgment, and equity;
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- Now I don’t think we have ever said what Level I amounts to—i.e.,
we haven’t given it a summary-type statement of what it is designed

to do.

- But before I say anything about it—what do you see? what
do you think that it is designed to do? what would be the
logical first thing the Father does to educate His newly
adopted son?

- Well, if you will keep in mind that we may have to come along and
make some adjustments in our definition of these levels and phases;
(i.e., we will be able to ‘fine tune’ them when we have actually
examined the details of them) — and also we will be able to see what
is going on more clearly as we actually look at the details of each of
them, my understanding is—and just to give it in a very general and
broad way:

- LEVEL | = Basic Sonship Establishment

- In Level I, the son is newly adopted—and because of that
there are certain, specific issues that have to be dealt with in
order to establish the son in his new-found sonship status.

- This is both a wonderful, awesome, and glorious time as
well as a sobering, serious, and even dangerous time.

- It is a time in which the son finally ‘gets-to-know’ his
Father on a much more intimate basis than he ever has
before.

- And the Father sets aside the 1st Level of education for the

son to begin doing things within the son’s inner man that will
provide for the son’s stabilization and establishment.

- And the major thing that gets dealt with in this 1st Level is
the way in which the son THINKS! The son’s thinking might
well be joyful and zealous and enthusiastic over the prospect
of throwing off the bondage of childhood and gaining all the
liberties of adulthood—but really that alone doesn’t consist
of thinking the way the Father thinks.

- And I’m not saying that this is the only place where you’re
going to get doctrine or information that is designed to cause
you to think like your Father—because the truth of the matter
is, that will be happening all along.
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- But the major emphasis in Level | is to establish the son in
some very important issues that deals directly with how the
Father thinksNand to take that thinking and impart that to the
sonOs heart.

- Wherefore, it is a time to confirm and settle some things so
that they will be very powerful in the sonOs thinkingNbut not
temporarily powerfulNbut powerful from now on throughout
your sonship life!

- Therefore, it is a period through which the son will be given
by his Father information designed to steady, stabilize, and
even calm the sonOs mind. (in view of the scope of the edu.)

- And not to stray too far from our understanding of our godly
sanctificationN(of all that God has made us to be Oin ChristO),
this is also an issue of being fully confronted with our distinct
identity in ChristNfor we now have this new-found identity

as asonof our Heavenly FatherNand we are first of all

involved in some details that are going to make that sonship
identity real and distinct from anything we have been
confronted with before!

- And each Phase is going to have, at its core, the issue of dealing with
the way the son thinksNand providing the son the information and the
exhortations to have the thinking of his Father imparted from the
FatherOs heart to the sonOs heartNso that the way the son views the
specific issues given to him, and the acquired skills the son receives,
all MATCHES up perfectly with the Father in every way!

- And | think for now, 101l just let it go at thatNand to look at Phase 1
right now and come along and give it a summary statementNI think
weOll first go through it in some detail and then, if we need to, we can
give it a summary-type statemeay not be the best way, but IOve got my reasons)

- So letOs begin looking at Phase 1 of Level | of basic sonship establishment:

- And it comes in 2 parts or 2 componentsNall of which is contained
in all of vs. 2 N To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the
words of understanding;

- And | want to focus on the 1st partf dknow wisdom and
instructionO N and even more specifically, what exactly does it mean
to &xnowO these 2 things?!?
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- The first “to-infinitive” = “To know wisdom and instructiqil

- Nothing mysterious about the word “know’ = [dy (yada) =
to know, learn, perceive, see, find out, etc, etc.

- (By the way, contained in what immediately follows vs.6—
beginning in vs. 7, there is an exhortation that is designed to produce
the son’s excitement concerning “To know wisdom and instruction
and another to produce the son’s excitement concerning “to perceive
the words of understandiiig— and on and on).

- And even before we look at the issue of what it means to “know’
these 2 things (wisdom and instruction I want you to notice that
these words come up again, even within the table of contents.

- “wisdon? = (22, :3, “wise’ :5 2x, “Wise’ :6)
- “instruction = (:2, :3)

- And even the word “know’ or words like it come up more
than once.

- “know’ = (:2, “knowledgé :4,)

- And this is typical for the way God uses words—He has the ability
to use the same word in different ways—scholars and Bible correctors
don’t have that skill—they tend to only be able to use the same word
the same way—they don’t have near the word skills or the thinking
skills that an ordinary farmer or plumber or mechanic has .... “much
learning hath made thee mad”

- So when we see the issue of “To know wisdom and instructi®n
being brought up as the very 1st component part to the 1st Phase of
Level I of our sonship education, — and we realize that these words
get utilized again (and in some cases several times over) — then my
understanding is that at this very beginning of the curriculum, when
we’re talking about ‘knowing wisdom and instruction— we’re not
talking about knowing wisdomand instructionall that well.

- Because by the time you’re a Level III son, you’re going to be titled
“a wise man and you’re going to increase your learning-and when
you’re a “man of understandifigyou’re going to attain unto wise
counsels
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- In other words, this issue afoxnow wisdo® doesnOt make the son
ayvise maflit doesnOt cause the soratuair) unto wise counsélbut
itOs only the basic issue td khow wisdon®©

- So when we look at the very 1st thing our Father is going to teach us, HeOs
going to produce in our hearts the issuekab@ing wisdom and instructiGn

- And by saying it thevay He does, and by virtue of the fact that we donOt start
off with any measure of godly wisdom naturally on our ownNcoupled with

the fact that we clearly see that there is a progoegaining wisdomNyou

add all that up, and the truth of the matter is that at this starting point, you
really can’t know all that much abouwtisdomor instruction

- And that mattersNand thatOs important because that sets you on fiack to
be thinking that what God is after here is that IOm supposed to be learning a
whole bunch of things (callegisdon) right off the bat.

- Because the truth is, thatOs NOT what this is saying at all!

- The word ®nowO has a whole bunch of meanings (the verbal form
alone as nearly 20)Nand we use it in a lot of different waysNit is one
of those words in the English language that still has a full range and a
wide range of meaning, depending on the WAY we use it.

- Example:

Do you know what | mean?

Do you know that man? No, | don®Ot know him, but | know of
him.

Do you know where you are?

Do you know what it means to miss New Orleans??

- And we could spend a whole lot of time going over the many uses of
the wordknow (a waste of time)

- But another thing that should let you know that we're not after the
issue of Olearning wisdénor being instructed in GodOs wisdom at this
pointNone of the things that tips you off that thatOswiwt this is

talking about is that the infinitivel 6 knowy is also applied to the

issue of @structior® N and while To know wisdo® seems smooth

and kind of registers in our thinking Owrinkle-freed so to speakNwhen
you say, Do know instructio® N that really doesnOt fit properly, if

the way weOre thinking about the phrasekdovD is that we're
supposed to be learnimgsdom.
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- In other words, when you couple “To know with
“instructiori” — it kind of puts a different spin on the word
“know’ — or it gives it a different sense or meaning—and it
does have a different sense or meaning.

- But if “To know wisdorhis the very first thing God is going to produce in
our sonship education—the very first thing He wants a son to know is to know
wisdom—then we’re not talking about knowing wisdom in all its details and
becoming wise because of that knowledge—(and certainly not talking about
suddenly taking up the categorical doctrine of wisdom and going through a
stem-to-stern critical, systematic, categorical analysis of wisdom) — (in fact
that would totally ruin what this passage is designed to do!) — but we’re
talking about the basic issue of what to “know’ something is!

- And if you’re talking about a dictionary-type defining of the term = to
perceive with certainty; to understand clearly; to have a clear and certain
perception; — to have cognizance of something through observation, inquiry,
or information—to be apprised of something—to learn through information—
to ascertain—to find out. (no real breakthrough there!)

- The basic issue of “know’ is that you’ve observed something, or
you’ve been taught something—you’ve asked questions—you’ve
inquired—you’ve found something out—and you’ve become aware
and cognizant of something.

- And in this case, what you are going to do—and what the Father is going to
give you—is to know wisdom-that is, you’re going to become aware of it, or
cognizant of it—you’re apprized of it.

- So if “To know wisdofhis to become cognizant of it (which, by the way,
appropriately fits the word “instructiori’ now) — and becoming cognizant of
it was because you either asked about it, or some information was given to
you—then what does it really mean? Can we understand this expression in a
more defined or more identified way? What does it mean to “know wisdom
and instructiofi in its basic, radical root sense?

- Remember that you need to see this within the curriculum for
sonship education—you need to see it in the framework of there
being this progressive development—this milk to meat—or a sense
and sequence going from very basic to full maturity.

- And to also see this as something that the Father first does for the
son in order to quickly begin to establish the son’s attitude.
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- And maybe it will help if we say that at this initial, basic
establishment as a son, you’re not getting wisdom, learning wisdom,
gaining wisdom yet, building up wisdom yet—nor are you getting
instructed yet or gaining instruction yet or being instructed yet
no, all you are supposed to do at this point is to “know” wisdomand to
“know” instruction—and that’s all for now.

- My understanding is that, in light of our Father initially establishing
us as His sons, and beginning the process of setting our attitude to be
matching His attitude—that is, to get our attitude (our zeal and our
enthusiasm and our desire) to be taught all this sonship education and
curriculum to match up with His attitude to teach us (that is, His zeal
and His enthusiasm and His desire to teach us and educate us into
this curriculum)!

- In light of that, the very first and most necessary thing for the Father
to do (in order to get that done) - is to first and foremost get His son
to be cognizant of, or to recognize, or to be aware of, or to find out
(or know) the VALUE of the wisdomand the VALUE of the
instructionhe is about to receive from his Father.

- And by doing this FIRST, the Father is adjusting the son’s attitude to
be just as desirous to be educated as the Father is to educate him.

- It sets the son’s desire to the proper level to be educated!

- And in the issue of the “first things first” of our sonship education,
we are supposed to “know wisdom and instructirand then move on
to “perceive the words of understandihg- and if we’re to know
wisdom and instructiarit’s not that we are now supposed to begin
acquiring the wisdom, but that we are first of all supposed to realize
what this body of information we’re going to be getting (all this
wisdomof the Father); as well as the entire educational curriculum
that it is set in (all the instructionof the Father) - we’re supposed to
realize and recognize what all that is for—what itOs designed to
ultimately produce—and why itOs so important above all else in
life!

- You are first of all supposed to realize what this whole life as God’s
son holds out for you—to know the value, the importance, the worth,
the gravity and weight, and even the grandeur of what we (my Father
and me) are about to embark upon.
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- And another benefit the son gains from first of all coming to know
the value of the informatiom{sdon) and the curriculum

(instructior) he®s about to receive from his FatherNanother benefit
is that the son will gain, along with knowing itOs value, is some
assuranceandconfidencethat all this wisdom and this instruction

has a specific goal in mindNand that it has been so formed by my
wise and experienced Father (this isnOt His first rodeo) that it has
taken into account all the pitfalls and possibilities and snares and
snags and traps that could ever be encountered by the son N as well
as the sonOs confidence in the benefits that accrue to him N and thatOs
because | (as that son) know my Fathei€domand Hisinstruction

N and though itOs only a general and bréad@ndD, nevertheless,
knowing my Father@dsdomandinstructionprovides for all that.

- As sons, the very first thing that your Father endeavors to
accomplish in your education is producing in you the awareness that
He has some important and valuable information for you N it®s worth
more than anything else, and it has serious and eternal benefits for

you.

- He has valuablevisdomand valuablénstructioriNand you are to
see it as such!

- And you need to see why that mattersNwhy it would be accurate and why it
would be the necessary and natural thing for a Father to do is for you to first
of all clearly know the value and importance of the information He has for
you, and the personal benefit that it has for youNyou need to understand and
appreciate why that matters, and why that would be the first thing in your
education as GodOs son.

- And 10ve actually alluded to the reason whyNbecause the Father is
going to have to deal with the sonOs attitude toward learning in the
first place.

- And above all things, HE (the Father) knows just how valuzide

just how importanthis information is N HE knows just how

important it is N and the first thing He needs to get done is to get you
to likewise know that and see that and view that just like Hel does

- In fact, before He ever starts giving you the informationNbefore He
ever starts providing for you to have the same decision-making skills
that He, Himself hasNbefore giving you instruction in how to make
decisions that will manifest God-like thinking (as described in :3) E.
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