
- And the truth of the matter is:  you can now be said to have had
produced in you; and to be in possession of Òthe love of ChristÓ as
well as Òthe love of GodÓ the Father!

- And youÕre supposed to be aware of that, and understanding that, and 
appreciating that, and realizing that.

- Because the question at hand is not:  What is the love of Christ?,
the question is, WhoÕs going to separateyou from the love of Christ?

- So the expectation is that you know what the love of Christ is
already!  (YouÕve already got it!)

- And that means that this is NOT a new concept, or a new

doctrine, or a new issue, or new idea!

- And this issue of understanding and appreciating what the
love of Christis isnÕt supposed to be treated as a new concept!

- Because if everything has gone wellÑand done what itÕs 
supposed to have done in your inner man and in your 
thinking, you are supposed to know exactly what the love of
Christ is by the time you get here to (:35)!

- ItÕs supposed to have been DEVELOPED within you by
the effectual working of Romans 8:14-34!

- YouÕre already supposed to be in possession of the love of
Christ Ñ itÕs not something that youÕre supposed to try to
figure out once you get to verse 35.

- And thatÕs why itÕs necessary for me to stop you here and
do the work of a fatherÑand check you out to see if that has
been developed in you.  (By that ÔinteractiveÕ learning!)

- And now the issue is, thereÕs a character out there who wants to 
separateyou from itÑand the question is:  is he going to be 
successful? or not?

- And the only way to answer that question is to learn a little about
what heÕs going to do (which is why the rest of [:35] says what it
does) and then the godly remedy of (:36) says what it doesÑand then
(:37) comes along and says, ÒNAYÓ Ñ for a completely different
reason than you ever thought about before in your life!
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- Therefore the question I want to knowÑ(and must know before we
go on) Ñ is:  Do you have the love of Christ?  and if so, why?

And if you donÕt have the love of Christ, why not?

- (LetÕs not answer that right nowÑletÕs come back to that
after saying a bit more about it.)

- [But thatÕs what needs to be going through your
mind at this point.]

- And you can’t simply answer whether or not you

have the love of Christacademically!!!  (No more
than you can answer if you love your wife/husband/
children/mother/father, etc. academically.)

- IÕm not asking you if you ÒunderstandÓ the love of
ChristÑor that you know what the love of Christis;

IÕm asking you if you HAVE the love of Christ, or
not!

- Now everything thatÕs been going on in sonship orientation and
sonship establishment has, by this point, (or should have by this 
point), produced the love of Christin your heartÑand when you are
confronted with this final enemy to your sonship lifeÑthat love of
Christ that you now possessÑyour mind should be in a position to
be able to understand and appreciate how that, when the Father
presents it to you properly, it is quite conceivable that this Adversary
can do some things that, by their design, are intended to separateyou
from the love of Christthat you now are in possession of!

- And again, everything thatÕs been going on in sonship orientation/
establishment is designed so that by this point, your mind should be
in a position of viewing your sonship life as the love of Christ.

- BecauseÑjust to put it this wayÑeverything youÕve been
taught up to this pointÑthatÕs all supposed to have affected

youÑand affectedyou in a particular wayÑand that 
particular affect of all that information (if itÕs done itÕs job),
should have produced in you, the viewing of your sonship
life as the love of Christ.

- And when you see those 4 words (the love of Christ) - even though
that phrase has never been used beforeÑyou should see that and
immediately identify with it and say, ÒYeah, thatÕs what IÕve got!Ó
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- And this goes to that issue of why it’s said the way it is—because

it doesn’t say:  ‘Who shall separate us from our sonship life?’ —

why?

- Because it’s one thing to understand something or to academically

perceive what a thing is—but that’s not good enough for your Father.

- Because one of the things He has set out to do right from the very

beginning of “the adoption of sons” is to not simply make you aware

of some facts—but to set about getting you to view it like He does,
and like God the Son does—and not only that, but to produce in you

a godly understanding, and a godly viewpoint, and a godly attitude

that when it’s all put together has created a mighty and powerful

attribute and sentiment and commitment that goes far beyond any kind

of binding commitment—that would have you ‘go after’ something

with every fiber of your being—no matter what!

- And that godly attribute—or really godly character—is LOVE !

- Love is the most powerful thing there is that determines how you

live and how you commit yourself and see things through to their 

end—than anything else in the universe!  (i.e., that determines how 

you fight for something)

- This is one of the reasons why we won our independence 

from the British in the Revolutionary War—those well trained

and well equipped British troops were the most powerful

army & navy in the world!

- But there was one thing those farmers and merchants and

colonists had that those British troops did not have:  those

British troops (while better equipped and better trained) were

merely fighting for money  —  but those untrained, ill-

equipped farmers lovedtheir cause—they had come to love
their land and their freedom and their fellow soldiers—and

in the end, that lovefor the cause of independence and

freedom wound up defeating the world’s most powerful

army & navy!

- That’s why I say that it’s not good enough for our Father to just

simply make you aware of the facts of your sonship life in sonship

orientation/establishment—but He has to produce in you a love of it,

and love for it that is equal to His own (and to the Son’s) own love of

it and for it!
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- And from the very beginning of sonship orientation (and on 

through sonship establishment), God our Father has been 

developing this lovewithin us because this is supposed to be 

a powerful, driving, consuming lovefor our sonship status

and for our sonship life and all that it means — that is equal

to His own love for it, and God the Son’s own love for it.

- And when you love something—truly love it—you will

give your life for it!  (You’ll live for it, and you’ll die for it!)

- Now—to get us back to the issue at hand in Romans 8:35—the love
of Christthat’s spoken about here—(that the probing question is:

Who shall separateus from it) - you’re already supposed to be in 

possession of this love of Christ—you’re already supposed to be

aware that you’ve got it because it’s already supposed to have been

developed within you so that you are a possessor of it—and now the

issue is, that you realize that, because you’ve got it right now—(you

have the ambition and the enthusiasm and desire to get your sonship

life going) — but you’ve got to go through these probing questions

which are designed to root out any potential, immediate, 

misconceptions or lack of full comprehension or lack of full

appreciation that could cause you trouble before you get going in

your sonship education—and one of them happens to be the issue of:

someone being able to successfully separateyou from that lovethat

you now possess!

- And causing it, therefore, so that you no longer have that loveto the

degree and to the extent and to the measure of enthusiasm and 

ambition and esteem and value and delight for participating in it, that

you now possess!

- And that brings us to that all-important discriminating difference

that has to be in your thinking when it comes to this issue of the love
of Christyou now have—and a “Who” who wants to successfully

separateyou from the love of Christyou now possess.

- And this isn’t the issue of being separated from Christ’s

love (or God’s love) for us—nor is it the issue of separating

us from our love for Christ (or our love for God our Father).

- Let’s try to once again illustrate the discriminating difference that

I’m after here—and that’s so important for you to intelligently 

understand & appreciate what this probing question is going after:
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- The question is:  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

- (And then you get a list of 7 fear-producing things.)

- Therefore, the issue isn’t one of separating us from Christ—again,

that’s not what the question asks:  it doesn’t say,  ‘Who shall separate 

us from Christ?’

- And it’s not an issue of separating us from the love of Christ in the

sense that something is going to come between us and the love of

Christ—and it’s going to attempt to separate us from the love of 

Christ, all the while, we desperately donÕtwant that to happen—or

that when/if this separation takes place, we’re, all the while, 

screaming, NO! NO! NO! don’t separate us!

- But rather, the issue is one in which enough things can happen to

us whereby we no longer HAVE the love of Christ any more!

- The issue is for the Adversary to produce enough pressure and bad

things that would make it so that we would choose of our own
volition (at some particular point in our sonship education), we would

choose to suspend our education and no longer participate in it—
and be content and satisfied in doing so!  (… good riddance!)

- The issue in separating us from the love of Christ—is one of having

something enter into our living out of our sonship lives, whereby it

causes us to change our perspective—to change our attitude and

viewpoint—and change how we value & esteem our sonship status

and sonship life—and far from a separation that has us becoming

separated (and going ‘kicking & screaming’ so to speak) - far from

that—it would have us view our love of Christ no longer how He
views it—but that love has now become diminished to the point 

where we voluntarily determine to go no farther with it—suspend
it—and just walk away from the whole (unpleasant) thing.

- Illustration:  Dennis’ “love of flying” illustration.  (I’ve lost 

my love of flying!)

- So by the time we get down here to dealing with the potential 

problems that could arise—and could be potential ‘thwarters’ to the

success of us living our sonship lives, and attaining all of the aims,

goals, and objectives of it—the last one we would come up with, and

have to deal with is the dedicated opposition from an Adversary … 
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É whose methodology of opposition is going to be:  to go after that
loveÑand make it so that it no longer (in our minds) is equivalent to
ChristÕs love for our sonship living, and itÕs aims, goals, and 
objectives.

- So therefore the developmental progressof this entire doctrine of
our sonship lifeÑall the way from Romans 8:14-30 (when these 5
probing questions have to be addressed by you) - sonship should now
have gone from a new, novel idea and concept to a settled, sound,
sober, LOVE for this life as an adopted son of my Heavenly Father;
and a LOVE for all of its aims, goals, and objectivesÑand by now
all of that soberness of thinking about it and the love you should now
have for it that is equivalent to your FatherÕs love and to the SonÕs
loveÑby now that should all be Òat homeÓ in youÑand living in
every ÒroomÓ of your mindÑso that everywhere you go in the 
ÒhouseÓ of your thinking as you live:  it’s going to be there!

- And when it starts to do thatÑthatÕs the indicatoror marker that
indicates to you (or tells you) that this has now become Òthe love of
your life!Ó

- And much like your own wifeÑyou want her to be in your
presence, wherever you are!  (Because sheÕs your glory!)

- And thatÕs the idea here as wellÑyou want every thing you
do and every where you goÑyou want to think about what
you do, and have ever in you mind, in any thing you doÑ
you want to bring that sonship life youÕve now come to love

to bear upon those places and thingsÑand you want that
sonship life present where ever you go and what ever you
do and what ever you think!

- Because you now know (especially from Romans 8:28) that
every thing you do and every where you go and everything
you thinkÑin all those situations and circumstances you find
yourselfÑyou know that your sonship life has a bearing upon
every one of them.

- (Just as your status as ÒmarriedÓ has a bearing upon
those same type things!)

- And so we have to approach this carefullyand thoroughlyand
thoughtfullyÑbecause this is a measure (measuring point) of the 
effectual working of whatÕs taken place here in sonship 
establishment!
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- And it’s something that needs to be measured and needs to be

recognized—because having that love of Christ properly generated in

your heart (and checking to see if that lovereally is there) is so 

necessary because that’s what makes it so that the proper extent of the

degree of enthusiasm and ambition and desire for getting the sonship

life going (and dealing with the actual curriculum) is there, and it’s

not just existing on that academic euphoria basis!

- But that loveexists because it’s actually living within you—and it’s

living within you to the exact same extent it lives within God the

Father and lives within God the Son.

- Because God the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of adoption) has 

been able to ‘equivolize’ the exact same kind of value and

esteem for it that exists in the very heart of the Father and of

the Son!

- So that all 3 of you can therefore come along and say,

“We lovethis!”  —  this is what life is all about—this is what

everything means—this is what everything gets interpreted on

the basis of!

- And that takes TIME to develop!

(A ‘transition’ has to take place.)

- And so I come back to the question I asked you a couple of lessons

ago: Do you have the love of Christ?  and if so, why?

And if you don’t have the love of Christ, why not?

- And again, you can’t answer that question academically!

- I’m not asking you if you ‘understand’ the love of Christ, or

if you simply know what the love of Christis (i.e., can you

define it).

- I’m asking you if you HAVE the love of Christor not?!

- The love of Christ in Romans 8:35, as well as the love of Godin Romans 

8:39, is not my love for Christ, nor is it Christ’s love for me—and it’s not my 

love for God, nor is it God’s love for me—the love of Christ (as well as the 
love of God), is the love that the Lord Jesus Christ has for his sonship life and 

the living out of that sonship life—and when the Spirit of adoption(the Holy 

Spirit), utilizing the information contained in Romans 8:14-30, has effectually 

produced in my heart an equivalent measure of love for my sonship status and 

sonship life and living out of it that Christ Himself has, and that God the 

Father, Himself has, then it can be said that I, too, have the love of Christ. 
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- Well, if soÑthen by the effectual working of these sonship orientation & 
establishment issuesÑand over the period of the time they have churned in 
your inner man to produce all that they are supposed to produceÑthen when 
you get here to Romans 8:35Ñthe terminology & phraseology that comes up 
here in this final part of sonship establishmentÑis terminology that, when 
you get to it, if everything has been working fine up until this pointÑthe 
terminology is just naturally accepted for what it means within the context!

- And therefore that expression:  the love of ChristÑ even though
what weÕve said about it is a huge departure from the way itÕs most
commonly thought of, and most commonly handled by Bible teachers
and commentary writers Ñ really, even though this is radically 
different than thatÑit isnÕt radical at all to properly understand and
appreciate what the love of Christis in the context of Romans 8:35,
or what the love of Godis in the context of Romans 8:39!

- And by viewing it this wayÑand by handling this phrase properly 
within the contextÑyou should be able to come along and perceive 
how that the love of Christyou now have in your heartÑhow that itÕs 
very possible that you could be separatedfrom it!

- ItÕs that kind of lovethat is vulnerable to attackÑespecially
early onÑwhereby if some situation or circumstance could
be produce of a sufficient enough power & strengthÑit 
could make it so that that loveyou now possess would 
become diminished, and that attitudeof lovewould be altered
so that (in light of the circumstance), you just donÕt loveit
to the degree you did before!

- And therefore, you become separatedfrom the love of
Christ!

- And itÕs that characterÑthat ÒWhoÓ Ñ Satan, the Adversary 
himself that no only wants to do thatÑbut who is going to utilize the
very things described in the rest of (:35) to set out to separate you 
from the love of Christ.

- And reallyÑone of the major goals of sonship establishment is to
produce a particular kind of an attitude (of confidence, assurance,
conviction) - that no matter what, IÕll never abandon this sonship
educationÑand one of the major goals of all that is to have you come
along and recognize that when thatÕs all gathered up and put together,
what youÕve got is the love of Christ with you!
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- And that love of Christis what’s being developed throughout 

sonship establishment—and becoming that ‘full-orbed’ thing it’s

supposed to be.

- And that makes you aware, therefore, that the Adversary knows:

“The only thing I can do to thwart this thing is to change that
attitude!” —  “And here’s what I’m going to do …”

- And it doesn’t take much of an IQ to be able to read what the rest of

(:35 and then :36) says—and say,    “You know something? ….

… those things could do it!”

- ( ‘Give the Devil his due’ those things could do it!)

- I need my Father to tell me something about that—so that I

know that it doesn’t have to be that way!

- And that’s the nature of that 5th probing question.

- You might be able to read the first part of (:35) and say, “I can’t

imaging anything separating me from this!” —  … but you stopped

half-way through (:35)!

- The rest of (:35) and (:36) says, “I can come up with some things!

… And wait ‘till I start bringing them against you! … You just might

fail at the very first tribulation!”   —   especially when your Father

has “accounted you as sheep for the slaughter!”

- So this last probing question is a very powerful one! and a pretty

needful one!   …   because all those things mentioned there in (:35)

are down-right SCARY!

- And nothing diminishes love faster than FEARdoes!

- Fear can KILL love!

- That’s why the Adversary deals with it — he’s a 

fear-merchant!

- And that’s because fear can kill love.

- So actually, the beginning of (:35) is designed to make sure that your

love of Christ is not mere human “bravado” on your part!
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- So by now you should be able to understand and appreciate the final 5th 

probing question with some real sonship intelligence.  right?

- You should be able to recognize what the love of Christis; and that

you’ve got it; and why you’ve got it.

- And hopefully you can now understand why I said at the

beginning of dealing with this verse—that simply saying that

the love of Christis our sonship life—while not entirely

wrong, it has to be said better than that and it has to be

understood better than that.

- And you should be able to appreciate what that Adversary, as your

open & declared enemy to you succeeding in your sonship life—what

he’s going to attempt to do—that is, to separateyou from the love
of Christ — and what the nature of that separationis going to amount

to.

- Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
- What’s the nature of that separation?  

(In other words, is he going to separate you from Christ?)

- He doesn’t have to do that at all, to be successful.

- So what’s he going to attempt to separateyou from?

- All he needs to do is to attack that attitude that was supposed to get

produced in you in sonship establishment—and change and alter it

so that that loveyou once had (or thought you had) for your sonship

status and sonship life and the living of it out—to no longer be a love

like Christ’s—to no longer be a love so powerful that you would 

never abandon your sonship life—but to weaken it, and if possible,

kill it, and make it so that all you have to do (for him to claim victory)

is to simply determine that ‘enough’s enough’ and voluntarily halt

or suspend or quit on your education as a son of God!

- And if he can do that—that spells death & doom to your sonship

life—it kills it as dead as if you had voluntarily put yourself under

the law!

- Well—if that’s all clear—the next step is to begin looking at the remainder 

of the 5th probing question in (:35).

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
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- Notice that of all of the 5 probing questionsÑonly this 5th one has such a 
detailed description of thingsÑitÕs the only one in which our Father 
deliberately liststhe things weÕre going to have to face and deal with in 
connection with what this probing question is asking us and having us 
comprehend and Ôponder.Õ  Ñ  and there are 7 of themÑand none of them are 
ÔpleasantÕ!

- tribulation—distress—persecution—famine
nakedness—peril—sword

- And since weÕre dealing with the issue of Satan and his Policy of
Evil attempting to separate us from the love of ChristÑthen we can
say that these 7 things comprise the scope of SatanÕs separation
tactics that he will ply you with and assail you with in order to 
achieve that separationof you from the love of Christ.

- The 7 Separation Tactics of SatanÕs Policy of Evil towards sonship living.

- YouÕll notice that God could have just come along and said something likeÑ
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ, shall the Adversary and his 
policy of evil? - or shall Satan? - or shall wickedness and evil? - or shall 
suffering at the hand of the Adversary? - or a whole bunch of ways in which 
He could have gotten the point across that weÕre in for a whole bunch of 
suffering issues (in fact, He could have said, shall suffering?) 

- But He doesnÕt do thatÑinstead He gives us a list of things (7 
things) - and disregarding for now their developmental and 
progressive order (sense & sequence) - He deliberately lists 7 thingsÑ
7 things that are supposed to, one by one, cross our eyes, and make an 
impact upon our mind and our heartÑand each one of them is, shall 
we say, badÑand more than that, each successive one gets even 
worse.

- But my point here is to just point out the fact that God our Father 
lists themÑand by doing it that way, He has a purposein mindÑand 
one of the things He wants to do by this deliberate list of 7 bad things 
that the Adversary can, and will doÑis to ÒattackÓ (so to speak) or to 
Ôgo afterÕ any kind of (and any vestige of) carnal bravado that might 
be in our hearts when it comes to our determination, our enthusiasm, 
our ambition, our zeal, our confidence & conviction, even our loveof 
our sonship lives and the living out of our sonship life.

- And it takes the effectual working of these verywords to go after 
that, to root it up (and bring it up to the surface of your heart) and to 
face it and deal with it in a godly, effectual manner.  
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- And that means that all mywords (and any clever way I have of 
saying them) - and even the words, and sermons, and theatrics and 
theologically, seminary-trained methods of speaking and concocting 
sermons with clever Ôcatch-phrasesÕ and Christian slogans and 
creative ways to Ôturn a phraseÕ Ñ none of that can possibly produce 
in your inner man what needs to be produced and what must be 
produced in order to make it so that when the time comes, and these 
kind of Ôseparation tacticsÕ are plied against youÑthat you won’t

become separated from the love of Christ!

- And one thing is for certain:  YOU CANÕT COME TO ROMANS 12:1-3 
AND DO WHAT IT SAYS WITH ONE OUNCE OF HUMAN, CARNAL 
BRAVADO!  (If you doÑit wonÕt workÑand you have failed to pass the 
biggest and most crucial sonship checkpoint in your sonship life!)

- So needless to sayÑthis final probing question still has a major
job to do in your inner man!  Ñ And you need to take it seriously,
and you need to go to God your Father and make sure that you have
passed the Òlove of ChristÓ ÔmarkerÕ - and then see to it that this
final probing question has fully done the job itÕs designed to do!

- This is serious businessÑand if this doesnÕt fully do what itÕs
designed to doÑ(itÕs not a matter of if, but when) you will find 
yourself having problems in the curriculumÑand youÕll find 
yourself having to go right back here and get this effectually doing
itÕs job!

- But the far more likely thing thatÕs going to happen to you
is that you will become victimizedby the Satanic policy of 
evilÑand these Ôseparation tacticsÕ of the Adversary will 
have successfully separated you from the love of Christ!

- Therefore youÕre given a list of ACTUAL things (not ÔprobablesÕ) - and not 
hypotheticalsÑbut the actual tactics of the Satanic policy of evil that youÕre 
going to have to face and deal with and not have them succeed in separating 
you from the love of Christ.

- As a sonÑyou WILL face most, if not all of the things listed here
in Romans 8:35Ñand if nothing else has done it so farÑthis is 
designed to sober up your thinking in a hurryÑand any of that phony
carnal bravado should evaporate as each one of these sobering
realities of what the Adversary is going to do to you, passes through
your mind and is seriously ÔmeditatedÕ upon.  And a real heart-
probing should be keenly felt in your inner man!
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- And really, our Father is doing something fantastic for us here by
His graceÑHeÕs not only cutting down into our hearts and rooting
out all that phony carnal bravadoÑbut HeÕs giving us, in advance,
the scope of what weÕre going to face from this Adversary over the
course of our sonship livesÑand not only thatÑbut then He provides
for us a godly remedy that is based upon some effectual, godly
thinking that youÕve never thought of before in your life!

- (HeÕs not being meanÑand coming along and trying to 
scare you just for fun!)

- And once again, as weÕve so often notedÑour Father is providing
for us in advance, for all the possible problems we're going to face
when we get going in the sonship curriculum.

- And in this final probing questionÑHeÕs providing for the final
measure of sonship establishment-type Ôenlarging of our heartsÕ - and 
He makes sure that our hearts are as ÔenlargedÕ as they ought to be in 
connection with the provisions He has made to deal with these 
problemsÑso that when any and/or all of them arise; and within any 
and/or all of them, as the full scope of their capacities begin to be 
experienced by usÑweÕve got a solid foundation (which is what 
ÔestablishmentÕ does) that, even before they began, we took a stand
onÑand that we had confidenceand assuranceand convictionsbased 
upon itÑ so that we donÕt start Ôtrembling in our bootsÕ (so to speak) 
as soon as these thing begin to occur.

- But that we rely upon and depend upon what He has told us HeÕs 
made provision for in connection with these thingsÑso that we
Ôdo battleÕ with them (so to speak), and can come out on the end of it
victorious in connection with themÑand can actually make the
progress and advancements in our sonship lives that (as far as these
things are concerned) are attempting to thwart and impede and bring
to a halt.

- And the issue isnÕt that we hopeand praythat these wonÕt occur, or
(worse yet) that we try to avoidthemÑbut the issue is that far from
thinking that these things are never going to occurÑwe know that 
they are going to occur!  Ñ  but the issue is that what comes out of 
this final probing question is information which, by itÕs effectual
working, can be used so that when these things occur, they can all be
used by us in an advantageous way!!!  (É instead of being a 
thwarting, or a impeding, or edifying-ending thing)!!!
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- And by means of understanding and appreciating this godly

remedy of the 5th probing question—your supposed to 

realize that, built into the curriculum itself , (because you 

can’t just be a ‘more-than-conqueror’ simply based upon 

what you’re told here—you’re supposed to recognize and 

realize that it’s the information within the curriculum itself 

that makes you a ‘more- than-conqueror’) — and therefore by 

utilizing that information when you actually come under the 

‘separation tactics’ from the policy of evil—there’s the 

information there that you’re supposed to avail yourself of to 

be able to deal with it—and to be able to therefore maintain
the love of Christas your ‘driving force’ and as your aim and 

goal and objective, and therefore not become victimized by 

it—or if you do succumb to it and are victimized by it:  

recover from it!

- Now as you look at these 7 things—because they are a ‘list’ of things—or 

list of words—the tendency is to take each one of them and make a full-blown 

‘word study’ type analysis of each of them and categorically nail down 

everything the Bible says about them — and treat each one of them as a 

separate doctrine in and of themselves.

- But that’s exactly NOT what you’re supposed to do here—and

that’s not what your Father expects you to do here.

- You are, however, supposed to look at this list and perceivethe things that 

your Father wants you to perceive.

- And one of those things is, that as you look at this list—what do you

notice about it?—an obvious thing?

- The most obvious thing is that they do go from ‘mild’ to ‘severe.’

“tribulation”  to  “sword”

- And what you have here in (:35) [after the first half of the question is asked] 

are general descriptions—and they provide an understanding of the general
scopewithin which the attempts to separate us from the love of Christcan 

and will fall.

- And the truth is—you can take that first one (tribulation) - and all 

the 6 remaining ones—as far as a general description is concerned, 

could also be lumped under that one heading:  tribulation
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- Truth is, distressis a ‘tribulating’ issue—persecutionis a

‘tribulating’ issue—and so is famineand nakednessand so

forth and so on.

- By deliberately giving us additional information that has to be dealt 

with this time (in the final probing question) - and when it comes to

having to face up to this problem area—and to be made aware of 

what we’re ‘up against’ in this problem area—with an individual 

who desires to separate us from the love of Christ—is that, not only

according to the ‘given’ concept that this is a problem area (as one of

our enemies to the success of our sonship life), and we’re going to

have problems in connection with it—but by listing these 7 things, 

we’re given a ‘scope’ of the kind of things that are at his disposal.

- And therefore the Adversary doeshave some things that go from

the ‘mild’ - to the ‘extreme’!

- And that ‘s the first thing you’re confronted with by the way that

information is given.

- It’s not a random collection of 7 kinds of trouble—but with

that most general term being used first—and then particular

kinds of trouble or tribulation being listed afterwards—and

then clearly ending with one that would be considered

(naturally speaking) to be the most troubling one of all:  the

potential of your physical life being at stake—it’s just easy

to recognize that you’ve got a scope here—or a range of 

things in a progressive order.

- And under that ‘umbrella’ of the general description of

tribulationÑyou go from the more mild forms of it—to more

extreme forms of it—and finally to the most extreme form of

it.

- So first and foremost—that’s what you’re confronted with—and that’s what 

you’re supposed to perceive and understand—and that’s what you’re probed
with in your inner man within this problem area in which your heart would 
have a tendency to be ÔstraitenedÕ and would need some ÔenlargementÕ so 

that it’s not immediately in a state of fear & trembling in connection with it.

- And you have to honestly be faced up with the general parameters 

within which the Adversary can and will operate.
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- And you have to realize that within the realm of the ‘rights’ of his

Policy of Evil (even though saying it that way, you’re not confronted

with that concept here in :35 itself) - but you have to realize that 

within the realm of what’s at his disposal in his PoE, he’s got, 

therefore, SOME VERY POWERFUL TOOLS !

- And simple as this is—you have to honestly face that fact—and 

not to allow the corrupted doctrines of publicly accepted Christianity 

to creep into your thinking—and being swayed by that corrupted 

doctrine that if you’re really ‘spiritual’, then God will surround you

with His ‘wall of fire’ or ‘hedge’ or whatever—and make it so that

you’re not touched by the things listed here!

- And that’s a huge issue—one that even though you may not

think it is—IT IS—and that needs to be addressed here!

- But in light of the Adversary’s powerful tools at his disposal—heÕs
got, therefore, the capacity—(just by considering those 7 items) -

he’s got the capacity to scare the ÔbejeebersÕ out of you!

- HeÕs got the capacity to make separation from the love of Christ
A REALITY !!!

- Really, what (:35) and down through (:37) are designed to do—is to make it 

so that a son’s confidence, assurance, and conviction—concerning being able 

to succeed with all of the aims, goals, and objectives of his sonship life is not, 

(once again), carnal bravado — it has got to be godlyconviction; godly
assurance; and godlyconfidence!

- If it’s carnal bravado—the Adversary will say, “Boo” — and you’ll

run away!  

     - (No matter what ‘brave face’ you start off with in 

       Romans 12)!!!

- And the listing of those 7 things forces a son to realize what he’s

up against.

- And the thoughtful consideration of each one of those items forces

itself into a son’s heart—and makes him realize where it is that he 

will start to ‘get nervous’ - ‘get upset’ - ‘get bothered’ - begin to

weaken—where it is that fear can begin to get a ‘purchase’ on him!

- (The issue right now isn’t remedying it—but the issue in the 

remainder of the question is simply probing your heart & 

make you aware of what’s coming; and what’s out there—

what the son is going to have to be able to deal with.)
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- And are you going to, therefore, confidently rely upon 
whatÕs going to be built into that curriculum at the very point
(for example) when persecution sets in?

- Are you asa songoing to be able to come along and, on the
basis of what your sonship establishment has taught youÑ
come along and say, ÒThe fear is welling up within meÑthe
distress and everything is starting to take Ôhold  on meÑitÕs
starting to overwhelm meÑbut here, at this particular point
within the curriculum is information that I learned about back
in my sonship establishmentÑand my Father has built it in
thereÑand if I operate upon it, (itÕs not going to make the
fear go away), Ñ but itÕs going to enable me to endure it!
And to stand!  And to notput my tail between my legs and
run away!Ó

- And that all takes a previously established convictionÑto be able to
say that, when the persecutionstarts!

- And if all youÕve got when you leave sonship establishment is
fleshly bravadoÑyou wonÕtstandÑyouÕll do just like the 
CorinthiansÑ ÒIÕm full, IÕm rich, and I donÕt want to go on any
further!Ó

- And thatÕs the scope of what the remainder of the 5th probing question is 
about.  Ñ  And that doesnÕt require a detailed examination of every potential 
thing the Adversary could doÑtribulation-wise, distress-wise, persecution-
wise, famine-wise, naked-wise, peril-wise, or sword-wise.

- It simply requires an honest heart-thought consideration of the fact
that this is what he has at his disposalÑand an honest facing of that,
and an honest evaluation of the affect that that information has upon
you when you give it that thoughtful consideration.

- Which is why (:36) says what it doesÑand why itÕs the
verse that God has the apostle Paul cite as a similar ÔAs it is
writtenÕ situation that we find ourselves in as well.

- And of the 3 verses, (:36) is the most important one of allÑ
because (:36) takes you from the initial consideration of the
scope of what the Adversary can do, and it forces you to 
realize the kind of impact that his separation tactics (all thatÕs
at his disposal) can have upon you.
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- And it forces you to realize the kind of things that can go

through your mind—and that can take place, and that will
occur when you’re subject to Satan’s attempts to separate

you from the love of Christ.

- And as it does that—it paves the way for you to realize, in 

connection with sober thinking about all that (in view of what the

context that we’re in is all about here) - you realize that our Father

has donesomething for us, and it’s all built into the curriculum—to 

make it so that even the Adversary’s own Policy of Evil against us

cannot (if we stand for what the curriculum provides for us to
stand for) - that Policy of Evil not only cannotthwart the
success of our sonship educationÑbut it can actually propelus
on through it!!!

- And that’s why (:37) starts off with “Nay”…

- Now before we go to dealing with the godly remedy given to us in (:36) and 

then it’s powerful conclusion in (:37) - we first of all have to give deep and 

thoughtful consideration to each and every one of these 7 things listed in the 

final part of the probing question in (:35).

- And to be honest with you—I’m not sure how I can get this 

accomplished in a Bible class—because what this requires is that you

spend the time dealing with your own honest, probing consideration

of the scope of these 7 things mentioned in (:35) - because (:36)

comes along and expects the full effectual working of (:35) to have 

taken place and to have done its job.

- And therefore you have to (yourself) give thoughtful consideration

to:

- tribulation—and that which can cause you trouble—and 

you have to put yourself in the frame of mind in which you

begin to think about being in a position that, because of your

sonship status and living out the aims, goal, and objectives of

your sonship life—you find yourself in a position where you

begin experiencing trouble and misery and difficulties and

embarrassment and offences—for no other reason than for

putting your sonship life into practice.

- distress—when you’re feeling direct pressure being applied

to you in order to prevent you applying the aims, goals, and

objectives of your sonship life—the pressure to hide it or to

Page 1118                                              Romans 8:14-39



opt for another competing form of wisdom or competing form
of godliness that denies the power thereof(that sonship is the 

only acceptable form of godliness that God your Father will 

accept and be pleased with)—and because of some pressure 

that would come along and ‘hit a nerve’ in your spirit, begin 

to interfere with your mind of calmness and assurance and 

confidence and hope—and create in your heart ‘unsettledness’ 

of mind and the feeling of helpless suffering (helplessness) -

whereby ‘panic’ would normally then set in!

- And give thoughtful consideration to:

- persecution—whereby as you go on to attain more of those

aim, goals, and objectives of living out of your sonship life,

you go from what goes on in your mind—to what goes on in

your physical life—and you begin to experience the actual

infliction of physical punishment and/or physical injury—or

the issue of being pursued and hunted down and driven out of

your job or your home/town/country—where for the first time

you find yourself having to think that real physical harm 

could happen to you—where someone is actually trying to

hunt you down, harass you, injure you, and maybe even kill 

you for nothing more than putting your sonship life into 

practice.

- famine—where the affects of living out your sonship life

brings the separation tactics of the policy of evil to bear upon

the necessities of life—and where you begin to experience 

going in want of food & proper nutrition—as well as the 

general issue of being in a position of poverty and want of

basic provisions of life—a condition that greatly alters how

you normally live—and by its very nature, famineis always

thought of as an ‘evil’ having come upon you—and you now

think about something you’ve never thought about before:

‘I don’t know where my next meal is going to come from!’

- nakedness—(notice how that the policy of evil goes right

after all those ‘social status’ symbols and ruins your status in

the eyes of men) — and you find yourself in actual want of

proper clothing, destitute, unable to buy or provide for your

own attire—reduced to barren poverty, stripped of all of the

basic and essential material possessions to the point where

even being properly clothed becomes a real problem.  
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- And give thoughtful consideration to:

- perilÑthat the living out of the aims, goals, & objectives of
your sonship life can bring the separation tactics of the policy
of evil to bear upon you to the point where you find yourself
in a position immediate dangerÑdanger of losing everything
you haveÑdanger of losing everything and everyone around
youÑthe real and present danger of even the loss of your
lifeÑ peril is always immediate and personal, and life-
threatening! Ñ being surrounded by danger!

- When thinking about perilÑI often recall what the
apostle Paul said in II Corinthians 11:26Ñ
É in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

- And finally consider the most extreme separation tactic of all:

- swordÑwhereby under proper circumstances, the Satanic
Policy of Evil can actually take your physical lifeÑand it
should hit you like an anvilÑthat the living out of all of the
aims, goals, and objectives of my sonship life can get just 
this dangerousÑI could die for this, and because of this!

- This is the extreme degree of resistance and opposition 
youÕre going to have to face from the Adversary and his 
Policy of Evil!  (thatÕs the degree heÕs willing to go!)

- And itÕs ÔfunnyÕ that it seems that there are really
only 2 individuals in the entire universe that takes
this issue of sonship education seriously:

GOD    and   SATAN!

- ItÕs rare, (if ever), that even one single Christian on
this earth takes sonship education/edification 
seriously!  (it just doesnÕt matter to them)

- And that means that what they do take seriously,
God doesnÕt and Satan doesnÕt!  so why do they?
because menhave set up what matters (spiritually)
and what doesn't matter!
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- Now as you do thoughtfully consider each and every one of those 7 things, 

you have to resist the temptation for that to be nothing more than an academic

thing to you—to just consider them for what they are academically or just to 

define them as to their dictionary definition—but you have to think about the 

kind of an affect they have upon you being aware that that is exactly what 

you’re going to be up against!

- This is not just a ‘prospect’ of ‘maybe’ this might happen—but 

you’re supposed to think, “When I start my sonship education in 

earnest—eventually, this IS going to start to happen!”

- “I am going to experience tribulation that is specifically and 

deliberately designed to separate me from the love of Christ—and I

am going to start, eventually, to experience distressthat has that as

its goal — and so on, and so on… 

- And the issue, once again, of the ‘probing’ nature of the question is

doing what the ‘controlling question’ of (:31) says:  What shall we 
then say to these things?

- And just like the previous 4 probing questions, so too does this

final probing question come along and say, “Now, based upon what I 

just told you in verses 28-30, what do you think about this???”

- And far from being ‘left in a lurch’ or feeling despondent or 

despairing about these things—you should be thinking of each one of

them in light of what you were told in (:28-30) especially!

- You’ve got all that functioning within you—you’ve got all that your

Father has told you about there in gearing you for success—and now

you’re getting the idea of just what is contained in that phrase, “all
things” - and you should now be able to, on the basis of that effectual

working of “all things working together for good” - to come along and

just as you were matching up things in your sonship edification and

with the curriculum with those other 4 probing questions—and now

your Father is coming along and saying,   That’s what you need to be

thinking about when it comes to the issue of the Adversary and his

attempt to separate you from the love of Christ.

- So you come along and think about that—and think about it in the

context of experiencing tribulation—and what it’s effectual working

is designed to do is to find out how much of a bothersome thing that is

to you in your thinking?  (& likewise with distress, persecution and

the famine and the nakedness and the peril and the sword)
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- And the truth of the matter isÑwhen that does its jobÑthat puts
you in a Ôframe of mindÕ (so to speak) - and with a consideration of
things that is exactly like what Paul cites from back in that 44th 
Psalm.

- And the context of the particular verse he cites in the 44th Psa., has
some distinct parallelsto it to our situation in this dispensation of 
grace as sons with the AdversaryÕs Policy of Evil.

- And when we come to understand and appreciate that godly 
remedyÑthatÕs going to (so to speak) form a bridge between the 
stark realization of the powerof theAdversary(and the realization 
that this is no ÔbluffÕ) and the destruction of any carnal bravado on 
our part Ñ it forms a bridge between that: and the realization that not 
only has our Father provided for all thisÑbut HeÕs provided for this 
in a way that actually makes it so that we would see both the 

need, and even have the desire to face the Adversary’s Policy of 

EvilÑ because it actually contributes to the success of our sonship 

education!

- (And in essence, thatÕs what [:37] is saying!)
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us.

- And this, therefore, by the full effectual working of verses 35, 36, and 37 as 
that 5th & final probing questionÑÔcaps offÕ the growing and developing and 
building godly confidence, assurance, and conviction that we, as the sons of 
God, should have.

- And that just gets laid on top of the godly enthusiasm and ambition 
and desire to get the sonship education underwayÑbut now it’s been 

properly coupled and mated with the godly confidence, assurance, 
& convictionÑso that our attitude is ÒsetÓ - which is what (:38-39) is 
pretty much an expression of.

- (Caution) - I know that weÕve talked in the past about the issue of the kinds 
of suffering that a Christian can and will encounter in this dispensation of 
grace in which we liveÑand as you are now well aware, weÕve said that there 
are 2 general areas of Christian suffering todayÑ(and that there is a 
dispensational issueinvolved in the kind of suffering you and I experience as 
members of the new creature of the church the body of Christ, verses the kind 
of suffering that the members of the remnant of Israel will suffer when God 
resumes and fulfills His program with Israel.)
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- Not that there arenÕt some parallels (because there are) - but, for 
example, a member of Israel could suffer as children[childhood type 
suffering and discipline] (but we donÕt), and they could suffer from 
the cursings of the Law contract (but we donÕt) [you canÕt be under 
ÔcursingÕ in this dispensation of grace!]

- And the 2 categories of suffering for us today that are directly 
mentioned in GodÕs word are:  1)  the sufferings of this present time;
and 2)  the sufferings of Christ.

- There is a 3rd that is not directly stated as such, but it does
exist and it needs to be acknowledged that it does existÑand
that is:  3)  Suffering from your own stupidity.

- And, by the way, that means that there is no such thing 
today as suffering the sin unto deaththat gets described in
I John 5.

- Now I say all that, just to CAUTION you about coming up to these
7 things that our Father tells us about in (:35) that are aspects of 
SatanÕs Policy of Evil and what he has at his disposalÑthat we will 
experience as we go through our sonship educationÑthat he will use
to try to separate us from the love of ChristÑand my caution to you
as you thoughtfully consider each one of these 7 things is that you
DO NOT think about them at this time as being Òthe sufferings of
Christ.Ó

- Because, for one thing, you haven't gone far enough in the 
curriculum for that issue to be brought up and stated as such yet.

- Here in Romans 8:35Ñthe list of these 7 things that the Adversary
is going to ply against you is simply general informationÑand you 
have to keep in mind what itÕs designed to do.

- It is designed, in connection with sonship establishment, to do
exactly what the beginning of (:31) has saidÑitÕs designed for you to
respond, in connection with being confronted with the reality of what
the policy of evil has in storeÑto have enough information to be able
to come along and say something back to verses 28, 29, & 30, based
upon knowingthat youÕre going to face a problem in this area.

- And you had to have a basic scope given to youÑso that you realize
what can take place within his arsenal when you face himÑwhat heÕs
got weapon-wise (so to speak) to use against you.
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- And youÕre supposed to have realized, at the exact same time, is that
when the time comesÑand youÕre making progress throughout the
curriculumÑand the time comes to actually face these thingsÑyouÕll
have available at your disposal at that very point, the very particular
information(not general at all) that you need to deal with for the
particular kind of tribulation, or the particular kind of distress, or the
particular kind of persecution, and so forth and so onÑthat youÕre
encountering!  

- And thatÕs the critical thing to realize as you give thoughtful consideration 
to these 7 thingsÑbecause if you donÕt Ôsay something backÕ to (:28-30) as 
you consider each of these thingsÑyou could become frightened to the point 
of not even going on right here and right now!

- Because they are just that fear-producing!

- (Just as a side issue) Ñ  Has it crossed your mind that, when you do view 
your mortal life you have on this earth (your physical life) from the 
perspective of this sonship educationÑand the fact that the time in which you 
now have from now on is one of getting a vocational education and vocational 
trainingÑwhereby all of the things your Father is going to teach you, and all 
of the things youÕre going to participate in and be engaged inÑall goes to 
train and equip and prepare you for your heavenly vocation in your FatherÕs 
businessÑhas it ever crossed your mind that, all this stuff about the 
Adversary and his Policy of Evil and your having to deal with it and go 
through all thatÑhave you ever asked yourself, ÒWhy do I need this?  When I 
get to heaven and put into the creature, wonÕt Satan and his cohorts all be cast 
into the Lake of Fire?  I wonÕt meet any opposition or resistance out there, 
will I? Ñ I can see the need for it here and now because of the Adversary 
attempting to thwart my sonship edification and his attempt to separate me 

from the love of Christ, but will the skills, the confidence, and the benefits I 
get by successfully going through these things, and having the effectual 
working of the curriculum within my inner man produce the ability to endure 
the tribulation, endure the distress, endure the persecution, etc., etc., endure 
the policy of evil against meÑis that all going to be in some way useful to me 
only here and now? or will it also be something that I will have to use out in 
the heavenly places?Ó

- And if youÕve thought of thisÑall I can say about it, or in answer to
itÑis to answer it in a very simple way at this time.

- Even though this isnÕt going to answer that question fullyÑletÕs
look at a verse that, on the basis of what it says (even though itÕs not
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going to answer that question fully) - but on the basis of just what it
says, itÕs going to allow you to at least affirm something Ñ

- Look at (:37) - on the basis of what it says, (Nay, in all these
thingswe are more than conquerorsthrough him that loved
us.) Ñ in view of what being Òmore than a conquerorÓ 
meansÑhow would you have to answer that question? just on
the basis of that concept? what does that force you to have to
concludeÑat least Ôconcept-wiseÕ in connection with that
question?

- YouÕd have to say that all these things are not merely going
to enable me to be successful in this lifeÑbut also beneficial
to my eternal life and what IÕm going to be doing in the
heavenly places out there in that creature!

- And thatÕs the only logicalconclusion you can come to!

- Just by merely thinking about what (:37) says [with no hows
or whys or details at all] - but just by what it says, tells you
that your contention with the Adversary (and the provisions
that the Father has made for your contention with the
Adversary) is not only for ÔovercomingÕ him, and not 
allowing him to succeedÑbut it actually makes a 
contribution to your sonship education.

- And if it makes a contributionto itÑyour sonship education
has, (just like Paul says in I Tim. 4:8) has promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to come!

- And even though I had some reservations about bringing this upÑ I
think itÕs important to point it outÑbecause it illustrates one of
the reasons why all the issues in sonship establishment (and especially
this 5th & final probing question issue here) is so essential to get
nailed down and to get operational within you before the curriculum
gets underwayÑbecause it also gives you insight and perception into
what & why in the world youÕre learning the things you are learning
in the curriculum!

- And one of the many facets of the ÔjewelÕ in all thisÑone of the 
benefits you and I get out of dealing with the AdversaryÑis that you
learn how an angelic being thinks! Ñ and that better equips you when
it comes to being able to ÒjudgeÓ it like youÕre going to do in a 
position of intelligentsia in the creature!
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- ThatÕs why that expression more than a conqueroris there!
Because thereÕs something more to conqueringthan merely
overcoming opposition!

- But the issue right now is (:35).

- And the thing youÕre having to squarely and honestly face right now is all 
these ÔSeparation TacticsÕ of the Satanic Policy of EvilÑand those tactics that 
the Adversary has at his disposal go from a mild sort of tribulation up to and 
including that swordÑthe very taking of your physical life as a son!

- And an honest facing up to these things is designed to do something to your 
inner manÑand you canÕt just come along and think your way through this in 
some kind of ÔsterilizedÕ mannerÑthat is, you canÕt just think about the 
reality of these things happening to you, and go through the godly remedy and 
allÑand just think about it and make conclusions about it simply based upon 
logical, academic reasoning!

- In other words this has to hit you on a very deep, personal basis!

- You canÕt approach this (for example) as a geometry theorem 
whereby youÕre trying to prove something mathematically.

- But you have to make sure that any and all conclusions you make
are solely based upon the previous information doing its effectual 
work in your inner manÑand all the results and all the conclusions 
comes from (and only from) that effectual work.

- Verse 35 is supposed to put you in a very particular positionÑnot
only in your thinking, but in your emotionsas well!

- The nature of this 5th question is one (just like the previous 4) of probing 
your heartÑbut this one is differentÑthis one does something a little more 
than those previous 4.

- This probing questionÑsince itÕs dealing with the AdversaryÕs tacticsÑand 
the goals and objectives of those tactics and his modus operandiÑand just as 
when I said a while back that heÕs a fear-merchant and a fear-mongerÑverse 
35 is designed to get you to FEEL something!

- And I know that this isnÕt a good thing most of the timeÑbecause
itÕs not always a good thing to go by your feelingsÑand especially
grace folks understand that we donÕt walk by our feelings, but we
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Òwalk by faithÓ - I understand all that, but IÕm not talking about 
operatingupon our feelings.

- But the scope of the AdversaryÕs Policy of Evil thatÕs described here
in (:35) IS designed to get us to feel somethingÑto feel very
uncomfortableÑand to feel fearÑand to feel intimidationÑand to 
feel all the other consequences of that   that would become 
overwhelmingand overpoweringÑand would have the capacity,
therefore, based upon that to have you come along and jettison the 
love of Christto get you out of those situations!

- And so, whatÕs going on in (:35) and down through (:37) canÕt be
approached on the basis of logicÑand it canÕt be approached and
dealt with on the basis of thinking about it as a Ôdoctrinal presentationÕ
Ñ and I say it that way just to make sure that you understand the way
(in my understanding) (:35-37) are designed to work.

- Which makes (:36) the ÔbridgeÕ between (:35) and (:37) -
and itÕs not a logical ÔbridgeÕ - itÕs the bridge that comes 
along and says, If verse 35 has done its job, then IÕm going
to sense and be thinking the very same things those members
of the remnant of Israel are going to sense & feel that gets
expressed back there in Psalm 44Ñand thatÕs exactly why
that Psalm is chosen!

- ThatÕs why God had Paul refer to itÑbecause that Psalm 
describes the members of the remnant of Israel starting to
Ôshake in their bootsÕ when they face the Policy of Evil in the
5th installment of the 5th course of punishment that has 
similar intimidating, fear-producing tactics to it that produces
confusionin their mindsÑand it causes them to stressover it
- and theyÕre trying to handle things on the basis of trying to
figure out why this could be going onÑand trying to logically
rationalize it.

- And if youÕre going to start operating on rationalization in 
connection with the Policy of EvilÑyou are DOOMED! Ñ because
thatÕs exactly what the Adversary wants you to operate upon because
thatÕs exactly what the fear is designed to produceÑto put you in a
ÔquandaryÕ situationÑto put you in a perplexity.

- And by having to deal with the issues set forth in (:35) it forces you 
to have to deal with the feelingsthat are going to be there in that
situationÑand the boardering on despair type thing.
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- Now all IÕm trying to say here is to stress the fact that whatÕs going on here 
in verses 35, 36, & 37 is not something that youÕre going to have effectually 
working solely in your human spiritÑthis probing question actually 
involves the issue of the soulÑand involves the issue of the consequences of 
coming under the issue of tribulationÑand the consequences of thinking of 
yourself in disressÑand the consequences of thinking of yourself under 
persecutionÑand the consequences of seeing yourself and feeling what itÕs 
like to be in famineand in nakednessand peril and the sword.

- And thatÕs not something that you can handle as merely an academic
exercise (so to speak).

- And thatÕs why (:36) comes along and says what it doesÑbecause
it wants to make sure that youÕre not just thinking of those things
academicallyÑor definition-wiseÑand youÕre not just coming along
and letting those terms give you a ÔWell, ok, thatÕs the scope of the
Policy of Evil, and it can range from the tribulation on the mild end
of it, to the swordon the extreme end of it.

- All of which is true to say it that way (granted) - but the
issue of this is that itÕs a heart-probing question of Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ?- and to think of those
things in their separation capacity.

- And not just to think about them as if they could do itÑbut
to think about them as, WhatÕs it going to feel like for me
when thatÕs happening to me?

- And, granted, at the beginning hereÑyou can only go so far in your 
soulish response to thatÑbut itÕs not designed to take you to the
ÔnthÕ degree of itÑitÕs designed to at least get that issue actually
working within you to make it so that you can go back to that 44th
Psalm and empathize with those members of the remnant of Israel
and think the same things they would be thinking.

- And itÕs like youÕre supposed to take Romans 8:35 back with you
to Psalm 44Ñand you go through what it says leading up to (:22) -
and you put yourself in that exact same type of situationÑbut 
thinking the (:35) things here in Romans chapter 8.

- And you come along and say to yourself, ÒYou know, IÕd be saying
and thinking the exact same things as those members of the remnant
of Israel!Ó
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- And what youÕre encountering here is a true marvel of the word of
GodÑand this marvel that is contained in GodÕs word is the power to
put you in a position whereby you haveand feel virtual empathyjust
exactly like the apostle Paul felt and experienced when he went 
through these exact same thingsÑand was a Ômore than conquerorÕ
for the exact same reasons of GodÕs word effectually working in him
in the exact way your given it here!

- And by so doing, our Father provides for us to enter into an 
authentic Ôspirit of fellowshipÕ with the apostle PaulÑand thereby
unmistakably and confidently know just how the effectual working
of our FatherÕs word is to likewise work within us!

- And when we encounter this foreboding and frightful list of 7 things
that the Adversary has at his disposal as we encounter his policy of
evil against us as we put our sonship life into practiceÑwe are
supposed to FEEL some things! Ñ we're supposed to feel the ÔheatÕ
(so to speak) and feel the fear and feel just how disturbing and 
upsetting all this is to us.

- And what thatÕs doingÑthe reason why IÕm saying that itÕs to get 
you to feelsome thingsÑis that, our Father knows that thereÕs going
to come a time where youÕre going to be in a position just like thisÑ
and something is going to take place in your inner man that you have
to be made aware of in advance.

- And what IÕm talking about here is thatÑwhen we talk about how
we feel about something, in what part of your inner man is that all
taking place???

- In your ÔspiritÕ?  NO.
- In your SOUL!

- And therefore it takes some extra information(weÕll say) from our
Father to produce a Ôvirtual empathyÕ and Ôspirit of fellowshipÕ with
our apostle PaulÑin order to reach right through our spirit, all the 
way through into our soulsÑand once there, purposefully touch the
emotionaland sensorychordsof our hearts!

- And (IÕll come back to this later on), but for now, you have
to be aware of all this because of how your human spirit and
your soul are going to Ôgo at itÕ (so to speak) when ever you
find yourself encountering these things from the Satanic PoE.
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- Now at this point letÕs let these 7 Ôseparation tacticsÕ of the Adversary go for 
nowÑand letÕs begin looking at the godly remedy that gets stated in (:36).

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?
36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long;
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

- Verse 36 has God having the apostle Paul going back to a passage out of the 
44th PsalmÑ(and as we have noted before),  the verse begins:

- ÒAs it is writtenÓ- which indicates that what were after is NOT a
direct application of a verse out of GodÕs program with IsraelÑthat
is, that weÕre supposed to think of ourselves as BEING the members
of the nation IsraelÑor think of ourselves as being the ÔremnantÕ of
IsraelÑor that weÕre assumers of GodÕs program with IsraelÑor that
we are Ôspiritual IsraelÕ - or anything along those lines.

- That ÒAs it is writtenÓtells us that those members of the remnant
of Israel find themselves in a situation and circumstance that has them
thinking in a way in which we, too, have a parallelway of thinking of
ourselves when we, like them, face similar situations and 
circumstances whereby, as sons, we have the Satanic Policy of Evil
ply its Ôseparation tacticsÕ and attempt to separate us from the love of
Christ.

- Before we read this 44th PsalmÑletÕs set the contextin our thinking by 
looking at a couple of issues about it.

- First off, letÕs notice the superscription of the 44th Psalm:
To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil.

- This is a ÒMaschilÓ PsalmÑwhich means it is a Psalm of
instructionÑwhich means that it is designed to be prophetic
and looks out at the time in which God will be dealing with
the remnant of Israel in their final installment of their 5th
course of punishment.

- Just like the opening Psalm of Book II (Psa. 42) is a 
ÒMaschilÓ PsalmÑand then itÕs followed by Psalm 43, which
has no superscriptionÑwhich means that even though itÕs
a separate Psalm, itÕs supposed to be a continuationof the 
doctrinal impact and effectual working of Psalm 42.

Page 1130                                              Romans 8:14-39



- So, based upon what those first 2 Psalms of the 2nd Book of Psalms
deal withÑthis is now the next ÒMaschilÓ (or educational) Psalm for
the members of the remnant of Israel in view of the situations theyÕre
going to find themselves in, during the final installmentÑin 
connection with the 2nd mandate of the Davidic Covenant.

- Remember where you are in the book of the Psalms:
- This is the 3rd Psalm in the 2nd Book of the Psalms.

- Book I = Psalm 1-41 (Redeemer & His redemption)
- Book II = Psalm 42-72 (Deliverer & His deliverance)

- Therefore this collection of Psalms centers around the time of the
Lord Jesus Christ (IsraelÕs Messiah) functioning in the 2nd mandate
of the Davidic CovenantÑand He functions for Israel as her
Deliverer.  (not that you wonÕt find information in Book II that has to
do with various aspects of that final installment of the 5th CoP, but
Book II centersupon the Jehovahness of God putting that 2nd
mandate of the Davidic Covenant into effect for the remnant of Isr.)

- Now when youÕve got all that in your mindÑyou realize what this
44th Psalm is all aboutÑand you realize who the ÒWeÓ is in the 
PsalmÑthe ÒWeÓ are the members of the remnant of Israel.

- They are members of the nation of IsraelÑand therefore part of the
commonwealthof IsraelÑtherefore they are experiencing the natural
commonwealth affects of what takes place under that 5th installment
in the 5th course of punishmentÑbut at the exact same time, theyÕre
also members of the believing remnant.

- And there is some expectationthat they would naturally have that
they would somehow be ÔinsulatedÕ from (at least to some degree) of
the sufferings and afflictions and tribulationsthat come upon them
nationally, in view of that 5th installment to that 5th CoP.

- And thatÕs what begins to be expressed by themÑespecially when
you get to (:17).

- Read Psalm 44:1-17

- They see ÒAll this is come upon usÓ Ñ and yet, they are thinking that
this is a punishment that they arenÕtpersonally deservingÑis it?
(And thatÕs a natural thing for them to express).
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- Because as members of the remnantÑthey have been taught that
there are certain things that they will not (necessarily) be partaking
of with the rest of the nationÑand yet, they are experiencing some
of these horrific afflictions.

- And theyÕre being Ôgone afterÕ! Ñ but they weretaught something:
Ñ and whatÕs going on in this Psalm is something thatÕs been 
expressed in previous Psalms (and it gets expressed in later Psalms).

- There are particular Psalms in each Book of the Psalms that
describe and relate the very thinking (including faults of
thinking) that the members of the remnant of Israel will be
experiencing during their experience of the things that take
place in the climatic stage of their programÑespecially 
pertaining to the final installment of the 5th CoP.

- And certain Psalms (like this 44th Psalm) describe the fundamental
appropriate thinking that the members of the remnant will experience
and the effectual working of the things theyÕve been taught working
within themÑincluding the affect that their afflictions and their
tribulationswill have upon themÑeven to the point of temporarily
obscuring something that they should well knowÑand that they 
should be operating upon.

- And itÕs simply a testimony to them of the fact that:  this is whatÕs
going to take placeÑand when it takes place, this is how youÕre 
going to express it; this is affect itÕs going to have upon you; and this
is what youÕre going to need to do in connection with it.

- And in this particular PsalmÑjust like the Psalmist says in (:15),
ÔIÕm confusedÕ ÑMy confusion is continually before me, and the
shame of my face hath covered me,

- And if youÕre really paying attention to whatÕs being saidÑand to 
whatÕs going on internally within the members of the remnant of 
Israel as they are experiencing the things going on hereÑthey come
to a point where, following that ÒSelahÓ of (:8), and they start 
thinking about what theyÕve heard and what theyÕve been taught, and
start applyingit to whatÕs taking place in that 5th install. Ñ all of a
sudden they come to a point where they get confusedÑand things
donÕt seem to line up right, and things donÕt seem to make senseÑ
things donÕt seem to match up with what their expectationis.
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- And when they get to (:17) - they begin to express thatÑthey just
canÕt figure it out Ñ

- Read (:17-21)

- They really havenÕt Ôforgotten GodÕ - they really havenÕt Ôdealt 
falsely with His covenantÕ- their Ôheart is not turned backÕ - they
havenÕt Ôdeclined their steps from His wayÕ- even though they have
been Ôsore broken in the place of dragonsÕ and have been Ôcovered 
with the shadow of death.Õ

- And then all they can do is come along and say,  This would make
sense if we had Ôforgotten your nameÕ - and if we had Ôstretched out
our hands to a strange godÕ- weÕd expect to deserve this! Ñ but
wouldnÕt you Ôsearch this out?Õ - you know Ôthe secretes of the heartÕ!
wouldnÕt you convict us of this???   So whatÕs going on here?  weÕre
confused!

- And then:  (:22) Ñ and (:22) is the statement they make when they
finally return to sober thinking! - and they finally remember
something that they had already been taughtÑand thatÕs why (:22)
begins with ÒYeaÓ!

- And thatÕs also why the quote in Romans 8:36 comes from
this passage!

- Because the truth of the matter isÑthatÕs the very same
kind of thinking and the very same kind of thing that will
happen to us in this dispensation of graceÑwhen we, as sons,
deal with the one who wants to separate us from the love of
Christ.

- WeÕre being taught something in advanceÑand yet, when
those things start happening, they can have such an 
overwhelming affect upon us that we will resort to 
rationalizingÑand we will talk ourselves into a state of 
confusion and distressÑand become distraughtÑand weÕll
start whining, ÒWhy?Ó Ñ and weÕll forget the reason for it
all!

- And thatÕs why Romans 8:36 starts off saying, ÒAs it is written,Ó
not ÔFor it is written.Õ Ñ and thatÕs why (:36) functions as a ÔbridgeÕ
between (:35) and (:37).
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- When (:35) is doing its job—and your honest, thoughtful 

consideration of that ‘scope’ of suffering of those separations tactics 

from the one who wants to separate you from the love of Christ
probes your heart—and puts you in the state of thinking about the

occurrence of those things—and your response to those things in a

‘concept’ type way—and your heart is probed as to the kind of 

potential problems they can cause you and the kind of intimidating 

affects they can have upon you, and so forth—

- And you’re able to therefore realize that that’s a highly potentially

distressful, fear-producing situation/situations that you’re going to be

finding yourself in throughout the balance of your sonship life as you

qualify to come under these very things.

- And that’s much like the situation that the members of the remnant

of Israel will find themselves in—out in the 5th Inst. of the 5th CoP

as is described back in the 44th Psalm.

- And a similar type confusion and distressful thinking—and 

distraught mind-set can develop within us!

- And just like they will have to, in the face of all that—they will 

have to sober up and operate upon something they are taught in 

connection with what they’re going through——  well, it’s the same

with us.

- And we need to learn it now—and have that information resident

within our hearts so it can be employed expectation-wiseright now

— and it can actually be recalledand brought to the surface for

applying it in the day when we are ‘confused’ and cry out when we

actually experience these things!

- So therefore our Heavenly Father is telling us in advance, and preparing us 

in advance for what we’re going to face resistance-wise and opposition-wise 

from the Satanic Policy of Evil as we get our sonship education underway.

- But great as that is—even more than that (much more than that), He

is also coming along and giving us some information that is 

contained in our sonship establishment that is designed to be

effectually working in our heart—that not only allows for our fears

to be allayed (or reduced in intensity) - and not only provides for us to

be able to realize that we canendure them by means of the effectual

working of the sonship curriculum—but far more than that, what He
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gives us to understand and appreciate here is that these very fear-
producing, separation tactics of the Adversary have a very necessary 
and beneficial function for our sonship lives that will further conform 

us to the image of His Son!

- But first and foremost, we are supposed to consider each of the 7 separation 
tactics listed in (:35) - and weÕre supposed to Ôfeel the heatÕ of each of them 
and Ôfeel the fearÕ of what it would be like to experience each one of them!

- And I want to go back to something I brought up in our last lessonÑand that 
is the issue that one of the main differences in this final probing question is 
that itÕs designed to not just be something you deal with in your mind or in 
your human spiritÑbut itÕs intended to go past thatÑright into your very 
soulÑand to get you to have a ÔsoulishÕ response to what it would be like to 
have these things happening to youÑand to be in a similar circumstance as 
those members of the remnant of Israel will find themselves in (back in the 
44th Psalm).

- And I brought up the issue of how, Ñ when youÕre in such circumstancesÑ
how that your soul and your human spirit are going to Ôgo at itÕ (so to speak) 
when you encounter these separation tactics from the Policy of Evil.

- And you have to kind of go through an exercise (so to speak) - of
putting yourself in the position of each one of the 7 things listed 
actually happening to you, personallyÑand by doing so, something is
supposed to happen in your heartÑ

- Fear and dread should well up in youÑpanic should start to
set inÑyou should feel a sense of ÔrecoilingÕ from each one
of themÑyou skin should start to ÔcrawlÕ Ñ your brain 
start firing off all kinds of desperate thoughtsÑand grasping
for any kind of a rationalizing of whatÕs happening to youÑ
and all the feelings of despair and confusion start gripping
your heart to the point where you would start crying out,
Where are you, Father?  Why am I going through all this?

- And all that has to happen to youÑand it has to happen to some
degree right now as you consider these thingsÑbecause whatÕs 
supposed to take place in this ÔexerciseÕ is that youÕre supposed to
come to a point where you just STOP and jettison all that rationalizing
and arrest all that emotionÑand SOBER UP in your thinkingÑand
you come along and say, There must be a reason for this!  My Father
would never allow for this to happen if there wasnÕt a real reason in
connection with this thatÕs all a part of my sonship!
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- And itÕs that sobering thought (sobering realization) that makes it
therefore so that that excessive thinkingÑthat soulish, (drunken,
staggering, debauchery-type, mind-blitzing thinking) that goes on 
when fear and distress takes place that makes it so that youÕre
searching for the ONE THING that can sober your mind up and
bring some relief to your soul!

- And as you go down through that 44th PsalmÑthatÕs exactly what
the members of the remnant of Israel come to in (:22).

- And all that goes on prior to that (in :9-21) is a look inside their 
hearts and souls and it gives you all the machinations and 
rationalizing that the human heart goes through in a situation like 
thatÑand then theyÕre brought back to sobriety of thinkingÑand then
the ÒYeaÓ of (:22) hits themÑfor thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.

- And itÕs those 3 words that does it:  FOR THY SAKE!

- And theyÕre brought back to thinking that thereÕs something
beneficial in this!  Ñ  and not just logicallyÑbut that the Father has
allowed this to happen because this is all part of our conformity to
the image of his SonÑand weÕre going to be going through these
things because He went through these thingsÑand this is all part of
the whole Father to son (sonship) package.

- The critical, key issue in the godly remedy is that issue of FOR
THY SAKEÑand even though that is a logical conclusion, it has to
be appreciated for not just that, but appreciated from the standpoint
of:  ThatÕs what I just said I lovedin the first place!

- And youÕre supposed to realize that going though these separation
tactics of the Satanic Policy of Evil are all part-and-parcel of my
sonship status, of my sonship life, and of living out of my sonship
lifeÑand thatÕs what I just recognized I now love as the Son loves it,
and as the Father loves itÑand thatÕs what this Adversary is trying to
separate me from!

- And the sober thinking of ÒFor thy sake ÉÓ is the issue of, 
undergoing the separation tactics of the policy of evil has all been
taken into consideration by my FatherÑand the curriculum for my
sonship education is going to all work in accordance with the 
separation tactics from the policy of evil to work out to my benefit!
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- And thatÕs keeping everything here within the context of 
saying it back to (:28-30)!

- And thatÕs what brings you then to (:37) and say, Are these things
going to separate me from the love of Christ?  NAY, because in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

- Notice that it doesnÕt say:  in all these things we are more
than conquerors. (period) Ñ but it has those last 5 words:
through him that loved us.

- And that brings you right back to the issue of why He loves
youÑand your response to thatÑand that this love of Christ
has been developed in you (and now you have it) for your
sonship lifeÑand youÕre brought full circle.

- But what IÕm after right here is to make sure that you realize the
way in which this is designed to work in youÑand that you donÕt just
have it in your human mind/spirit, but that you do have (or have had)
[or have experienced] a ÔsoulishÕ response to this.

- Because what youÕre supposed to go through here in the 5th probing
question is this ÔexerciseÕ (as I call it) whereby your soul is impacted
with the fear and dread and mouth-drying terror and near-panic 
reality of having to endure such things as described in (:35) - in order
to get your soul and your spirit to Ôgo at one anotherÕ (so to speak) and
create a Ôvirtual realityÕ of what thatÕs going to be like so that your
heart has to Ôsober upÕ in considering all thatÑand grab hold of that
ONE THING that brings relief and rest and peace back into your soul!

- Because the truth of the matter is, when the policy of evil is actually
working against youÑitÕs your SOUL thatÕs going to be your worst
enemy!

- Your soul is going to come along and say:  I DONÕT LIKE THESE
FEELINGS!!!  I DONÕT LIKE THIS DISTRESSÑand itÕs your
soulish, natural body thatÕs going to have your skin crawling and 
your mouth dry and your hands clammy and that cold sweat going
and everything like thatÑand itÕs going to have the fear and the 
trembling taking placeÑand itÕs going to have the issue of shrinking
back at the persecutionÑand itÕs going to feel the affects of the
famineand the nakednessÑand itÕs going feel the affect of the peril
and itÕs going to feel the affects of the consequences of the sword!
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- ItÕs your soul thatÕs going to come along and Ôrear up itÕs headÕ -
and no matter what your spirit says, itÕs going to come along and say,
NO!

- And IÕm saying all this to you in order to get you to realize whatÕs supposed 
to be taking place in your inner man as you consider each one of those 7 
thingsÑand youÕve got to get in a position where your soul and your spirit go 
after one anotherÑand you get a sense of the kind of turmoil that can boil up 
within youÑand you have to get a ÔtasteÕ of that before you can go on to (:36) 
and have the effectual working itÕs designed to have!

- Because (:35) actually takes those issues of tribulation all the way
to the swordÑand it moves them out of your mind (spirit) and it puts
them in your heart!  Ñ and it puts them in the pit of your soul!

- And it makes it so that you really do experience somethingÑyou
donÕt just realize the fear youÕre bound to have, but you actually
FEEL THE FEAR of being in that situation!

- And thatÕs all done so that you can begin to realize the kind of 
distress of mind thatÕs going to take placeÑand how your thinking
becomes unsettled (and seems at times to come unglued) under these
things.

- And that doesnÕt make undergoing these things to be a theoretical
possibility (where you could come along and say, I could see how it
might happen) - but something whereby you can come along and say,
You know, I can feel just how bad it will be when that doeshappen
to me!

- And so this 5th probing question comes lastÑfor many reasonsÑbut one of 
them is that this question (above all the others) requires the most ÒworkÓ (you 
might say), to have it do its full, effectual working within us.

- And (even though you may not appreciate it all that much), you 
really have to have the first 4 probing questions do their probing first
in order for the work in this final probing question to do its job.

- Because unlike the previous onesÑthis one moves out of the realm
of just your mental apprehension and your mental comprehension
and it has to take your soul into accountÑbecause thatÕs exactly
what the Adversary is going after!!!
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- HeÕs going after the soulÑbecause he knows that the soul
is where your Ôsoft underbellyÕ isÑwhere he can find a 
ÔchinkÕ in your armorÑand is the very thing that can make it
so that if enough disturbance and stress can be brought to 
bear upon it, it would make it so that you would cave in under
the pressureÑyou would consider it not worth while going on
Ñ and you would therefore have something that would 
function as that ÔwedgeÕ between you and the love of Christ
and would cause you to value & esteem something else more
than that:  and that Ôsomething elseÕ generally comes down to
your own skin!

- NowÑIÕve said all IÕm going to say about (:35).  

- And now I want to ask you somethingÑhas what IÕve just described gone on 
in your heart?  Have you considered these 7 things?  Have you not just 
thought about them with academic reasoning, but have you (down deep in 
your soul) FELT the fear and the terrifying reality of what itÕs like to go 
through these things?  And if and when you didÑdid you sober up to the 
reality that this is all a part of my being conformed to the image of GodÕs Son 
and itÕs all just part & parcel of my sonship lifeÑand I still love this sonship 
life?!?

- What say you?

- NowÑbefore going on to the godly remedy of (:36) - I just want to take a 
moment and review (:35) - because if ever there was a time and place to do a 
reviewÑitÕs here.

- And I only want to review (:35) in the sense of making sure that you
bear in mind what youÕre supposed toÑand that we really do have
the kind of intelligence (sonship intelligence) that we must have in
order for the question to make the sense itÕs designed to make.

- The Identity of the ÒWhoÓ Ñ ?? Ñ your only other enemy to the
success of your sonship lifeÑthe Adversary, Satan himself.

- WeÕve not only been able to say with some certainty that
Satan is the one in view hereÑsimply because he and his
policy of evil is the only other enemy we have to thwarting
our success as sons of GodÑand he is the only one who has
the kind of separation tactics at his disposal as are listed 
hereÑplus he is the one whose natural desire is to separate us 
from the love of Christ.
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- But, as I said earlierÑthe identity of the Who being Satan in 
(:35) is furthered settled in our thinking by consideration of 
the godly remedy stated in (:36) - and that gets confirmed and
firmed up and settled in our thinking by the contextof that
44th Psalm!

- WeÕve noted that itÕs a Maschil PsalmÑsitting in the 2nd
Book of the Psalms (dealing with the remnant of Israel out in
the final installment of their 5th course of punishment where
the 2nd mandate of the Davidic Covenant is put into affect by 
the Lord Jesus Christ [the Deliverer and His delivering]).

- And if youÕve paid attention to what goes on in GodÕs
program with Israel during that timeÑ(as well as in Psalm 
44:11, 22  Ñ  Thou has given us like sheep appointed for 

meat …  Yea for thy sake we are killed all the day long; we 

are counted as sheep for the slaughter.) Ñ you should 
understand and appreciate that the one who is causing that
remnant to be threatened and persecuted to the point of death
is none other than the Adversary himself.

- And you can see that very thing happening over in
the Remnant Epistles of Hebrews-Revelation:

- I Peter 5:8-11
- II Peter 2:1-4 (notice :15-16Ñwhich also

gets brought up in Jude, too.)
- I John 2:18-22

- The Objective of Satan Ñ  to separate us from the love of Christ.

- The love of Christ is what we now haveand possessby
means of the effectual working of Romans 8:14-30Ñit is the
love that both the Father and the Son have for the sonship
status, the sonship life, and the living out of that sonship
lifeÑand that love that they both have for sonship living has
now been produced in my heart to a degree that I can now be
said to have the very love of Christ as well.

- And itÕs that love (and valuing and esteeming) of living my
Christian life as an adopted son of my Heavenly Father thatÕs
the focus of attack of the AdversaryÑand given what that
sonship life is designed to do (and what itÕs purpose is for) Ñ
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that you clearly see the naturalness for the Adversary to do

whatever is in his power to thwart the success of any saint

being properly educated & edified as God’s “son.”

- The Separation Tactics of the Adversary — shall tribulation, or

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

- And now for a long period of time you have had to 

thoughtfully consider each of these 7 items—and put yourself

in a position where you feel the pressure and the fear and the

stress—and be put in a position where (at least to some 

degree) your soul and your spirit ‘go at’ one another so that

you get an idea of HOW the Adversary’s separation tactics

are going to work—how that they’re going to go right after

your soul—and because of how your soul works in 

connection with your body, the idea is to get a wedge going

between your soul and your spirit—and in the end to have you

make a choice between this love of Christ (your sonship life)

[which is causing you all this unpleasantness] and rather to

value and esteem something else more than that—and that

‘something else’ is your own skin!

- And as you come to the end of (:35), you are in a dismal, fearful,

soulish, almost panic-induced state—almost like you’re drowning 

and as you go under for the 7th & last time—your hand blasts out of

the water—grasping for anything that will save it and bring relief!

- And that’s where the godly remedy comes in!

36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we

are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through

him that loved us.

- “As it is written, …” — (not ‘For it is written’) - tells you that even though

this is going to go back and quote from something back in Israel’s

program, we are not to make the false assumption that either we are
the remnant of Israel (or assumers of Israel’s program, or spiritual

Israel, or anything along those lines); or that we are supposed to 

operate upon the information (the words or doctrine) of Israel’s 

program—but that there is a PARALLEL issue or concept that is

sitting back in the 44th Psalm that allows for us to have a proper

frame of reference for just this kind of thing we’re going to face.
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- Quotation from Psalm 44:22 ÑFor thy sake we are killed all the day long;
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

- First of all, my understanding is that when you take the quotation
or statement that begins with the word ÒweÓ and on to the end of the
statementÑall thatÕs said there is supposed to reflect a particular
ATTITUDE that is based upon some information that the members
of the remnant of Israel were already given that allowed for them to
recall and bring to mind after all that is coming upon them has begun
to produce (by its tremendous pressure and fear-induced turmoil in
their soul that gets expressed previousto [:22]) - all that has produced
a confusion in their thinkingÑand as they bring to mind what theyÕre
supposed toÑthey latch on to something (that ONE thing) that allows
for soberness of thinking to remedy & relieve their distraught souls.

- And my understanding is that when you read:  we are killed all the
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.Ñ youÕre not
supposed to come along and make some kind of detailed analysis of
what being killed all the day longis aboutÑor what being accounted
as sheep for the slaughteris all about.

- My understanding is that you are supposed to read that and simply
realize and recognize that these 2 phrases are a perfect summation of
what itÕs like to be under those Ôseparation tacticsÕ of SatanÕs policy
of evilÑand the quotation of Psalm 44:22 perfectly states the proper
attitude of a son who has been properly established in his sonship
status/lifeÑand when it comes to facing the enemy of Satan and his
separation tactics, you can say, ÔDo your worstÑWhatÕs the worst 
thing you can do?  take my life? Ñ IÕve already been established so 
that my attitude is one of being killed all the day long(as a son); and 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter(as a son)!

- You just canÕt be successful in threatening someone with
the sword(with death), or with peril, or with nakedness, 
famine, or persecution, etc.,who has that kind of an 
attitudeÑwho already considers himself killed all the day 
long; and accounted as sheep for the slaughter!

- But thatÕs just the parallel issueÑitÕs just like the members of the
remnant of Israel when they receive the adoption of sons(and 
function out in the final installment of their program) - we, too, as
adopted sons of Godwill face (as we undergo the separation tactics of 
the Adversary), we will face a parallelinner man issue when we have 
to face and come under the Satanic Policy of Evil!
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- But thatÕs not the Ôbulls eyeÕ of reason why Paul cites the 44th Psalm
Ñ because the truth of the matter is, thatÕs not good enoughÑitÕs not
good enough just to realize and recognize that we are killed all the
day long; and accounted as sheep for the slaughterÑbecause that
still doesnÕt address the kind of relief our soul is looking for from the
fear-producing affects of the policy of evil.

- That may produce a realization that harm will come to our
life, and touch all aspects of our life on this earthÑand that
real physical harm can come to usÑand even physical death
can happen to us under the AdversaryÕs policy of evil as we
put our sonship lives into practice.

- And what IÕm after in saying that is that those 2
phrases of (:36) [quoted from Psa. 44] does indeed
cause us to realize the reality of going under the
separation tactics of the policy of evil.

- But that doesnÕt produce a willingnessto undergo those
separation tactics! Ñ it doesn't remedy the confusing struggle
thatÕs going on in your inner man (in your soul & spirit).

- Just a realizationof the fact of it (needful as that is,
and necessary as that is) - doesnÕt bring the reliefand
peaceand stabilityback into your inner manÑit takes
more than thatÑbut thathas to be acknowledgedfirst
and realized & recognized first and foremost.

- My understanding is that there are actually 3 additional elements that 
we must have (and that our heart must latch on to) in order for this to 
be the godly remedy that itÕs designed to be.

- And the 1st of those additional elems thaear.96 [(andte18be e )21(addi) [q



- Now what do you think of when you see that phrase:  For thy sake?

- Why is that the 1st thing our heart is supposed to latch on to and
why does it bring relief and sober thinking back into our mind and
begin to remedy us being successfully separated from the love of 
Christ?

- First of allÑletÕs dismiss the idea that either in the Psa. 44 passage,
or in our Romans 8:36 passageÑthis isnÕt being said in the sense that
ÒItÕs all your fault, God, that IÕm in this mess.Ó Ñ as if ÒFor thy sakeÓ
means ÔItÕs because of You, GodÕ as if to lay blame somewhere.

- In fact, my understanding is that itÕs not really saying, ÒItÕs for you,
God, that IÕm enduring all these thingsÓ Ñ as if the emphasis is upon
God, HimselfÑbecause that leaves you with this kind of Calvinistic
idea that, ÔWell, if itÕs GodÕs will that I suffer, then IÕm supposed to
suffer!Õ

- But while all 3 words are importantÑletÕs zero in on that word
sakeÑwhat does sakemean?

- Definition wise, sake= a final cause; an end; a purpose; or
rather the purpose of obtaining something.

- Sakeactually has a whole bunch of meanings; for 
instance it can mean to accountor regardÑbut there
is an important reason why God didnÕt have either
the Psalmist or Paul say, ÔFor thy accountÕ - which,
grammatically, you would have to change the word
ÒForÓ to ÒOnÓ to be proper.

- And there is an important reason why He didnÕt
say, ÔFor thy causeÕ - even though thatÕs much
closer to being accurate than ÔFor/On thy account.Õ

- Sakeis the most excellent choice of words here (even above
ÔcauseÕ) because sakecarries a shade of meaning that cause
or accountor any other word like that doesnÕtcarry.

- [From ÒSynonyms DiscriminatedÓ - Charles Smith, 1822,
page 673] ÉÉÉÉ. in discussing the discriminating 
difference (shade of meaning) between sakeand account...
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ÒBoth sakeand accountcan be employed both of persons and of 
things.  And to be grammatically correct we say, Òforthe sakeÓ and 
Òonaccount.Ó  
But sakedenotes an ulterior purpose which is contemplatedÑ
(ulterior = lying beyond what is evident or revealed; beyond the area 
of immediate interest).  
Accountdenotes an anterior cause or motive which induces action 
(anterior = placed before or in front of).  
Moreover, Accountis no more than a cause; Sake, a cause in which 
one is directly & personally concerned.  
If I say, ÒI am doing this for his sake,Ó I mean that I am doing it 
because I have an end in view, which I believe it will be to his interest 
that I should accomplish.  If I say, ÒI am doing it on his account,Ó I 
mean broadly and simply that he is in some way the cause of my 
doing it.Ó  (end of SmithÕs Synonyms Discriminated quote)

- So then, by the excellency of saying ÒFor thy sakeÉÓ Ñ we are to
understand and appreciate that this isnÕt just to be done for God (as
it being simply ÒGodÕs willÓ) - but rather, as sons, our having the
attitude of being killed all the day long, and accounted as sheep for
the slaughterÑthatÕs all ÒFor my FatherÕs sakeÓ Ñ it has a purpose
that lays beyond the obvious area of immediate interestÑand points
up something to which not just one party (God Himself) is going to
benefit from and be to His best interestÑbut it points to something 
that I, as His son, will have an interest in and benefit from!

- And I say that because of the word that follows ÒsakeÓ - the
word ÒweÓ Ñ there are 2 persons interests and benefits at 
stake here:  My FatherÕs and my own!

- And therefore the ulterior motive or cause for me enduring the
separation tactics from the Satanic policy of evil is the cause of this
sonship life!

- ItÕs For thy sakeÑfor God my FatherÕs sakeÑitÕs for my
sonship lifeÕs sake that I am killed all the day long; and 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter!

- Much like during the Revolutionary WarÑat Valley Forge
in the winter of 1777-78Ñone of those militia men (farmers,
store owners, etc.) - as they suffered through that agony, Gen.
Washington would pass by, and they could say, ÒItÕs for your
sake, General, that IÕm enduring this!Ó  (Which is like saying,
itÕs for the causeof liberty that IÕm going to endure this war 
to the bitter end)!  [both would benefit from it!]
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- So therefore, once your inner man (your soul & spirit) have been put 
through the Ôvirtual realityÕ of undergoing those 7 separation tactics from the 
Satanic policy of evilÑand once your soul is desperately crying out for 
something that it can latch on toÑthat will not only (or not merely) bring 
relief to the turmoil itÕs in, but more than that will be the thing that itÕs going 
to operateupon while enduring these thingsÑthat ÒAs it is writtenÓ parallel 
issue or concept from the 44th Psalm gets brought into our thinking and then 
we hit those 3 magnificent words:  ÒFor thy sake ÉÓ

- And that begins doing some things to our thinkingÑand providing
some information for our human spirit to give to our soul to calm it
and relieve it and bring us back to sober thinking and godly 
thinking about being in such situations and circumstances.

- And one of the first thoughts that your mind begins to process is
that For thy sakeissueÑand one of the first things that you get in to
your thinking from that is that this is a causein which my Father is
directly and personally concerned with Ñ and one in which I, as His
adopted son, am directly and personally concerned with.

- And our mutual concern in all this is my successful sonship 
education and the success of living out that sonship lifeÑeven under 
the affects of our mutual enemy: the Adversary and his policy of evil.

- And far from all these things happening to me like IÕm just left to
undergo them as best I canÑor that the only way to think about them
and perceive them is that my Adversary is going to do a whole bunch
of bad things to me and IÕve just got to Ôbuck-upÕ and get through
themÑfar from anything along those linesÑFor thy saketells me
that there is an ulterior purpose behind all these things and IÕm 
supposed to (at least in general) appreciate what that purpose is.

- And at the very least I know that this all has to do with my
sonship lifeÑand the success of that sonship education, even
in the face of, and under such separation tactics as these!

- And what we get out of thatÑ (out of just those 3 words; that ÒFor 
thy sakeÓ concept that wewould have in this dispensation of grace in 
which we live) Ñ is a sobering realization (and not only that), but a
ÔsettlingÕ matter in your mindÑthat makes it, therefore, so that 
youÕve got the solid ground now that youÕre going to stand onÑand
thatÕs going to be the thing youÕre going to take your position on 
when it comes to the intimidationand the distressand the temptation
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… to be separated from the love of Christ—whether it be tribulation
that’s producing it; or distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril,
or sword.

- And what you’re going to end up operating upon is the sober

understanding that all these things fit into the purpose our Father
has for us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

- And that’s the basic “For thy sake” concept that we would

have in this dispensation of grace.

- But that’s just the beginning—there’s far more to this godly remedy than 

that!

- And what we now need to do is to take this general understanding

of what we’re supposed to ‘latch on to’ - (the issue that when I’m

undergoing the separation tactics of the Adversary, I’m going to

operate upon this issue that As it is written, For thy sake É) and go on

with the godly remedy in the rest of verse 36.

- É we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.

- ÒAs it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long;

- Notice that we have a semicolon that divides these 2 phrases –and

as we always do, we need to acknowledge that it’s there, and what

it’s telling us to do—that we need to pause long enough with this

phrase to get the effectual working of it before we move on to the

last phrase.

- And so let’s make sure we understand and appreciate this first 

phrase to the degree that it can do it’s job in our inner man.

- Notice that it doesn’t simply say, ‘For thy sake we are killed;’ —

but it says, ‘we are killed all the day long’ — and you have to ask

yourself, What’s the difference between being killed, and being killed
all the day long?

- And to get this—this is where the contextof that 44th Psalm is so

important—and that’s why the “As it is written” not only comes along

and says that there’s a parallel concept in view—but it also demands
that you go back to that Psalm and get the context of it because it 

indicates that this is not just a statement that God made without a 

context.
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- But there is a very particular context in viewÑand that
context needs to be appreciated in order to get the full sense
of what that phrase means and whatÕs all being expressed
there.

- Psalm 44Ñonce again.

- The Psalmist is recognizing as he writes from the perspective of the
members of the remnant of Israel out in the final installment of GodÕs
program with themÑthat theyÕre getting no relief from their 
tribulationsand persecutionsand enemies, and in fact things are
getting worse!

- (:9-16) - letÕs just refresh our minds on the kind of terminology
that gets used here.

- Then you come to (:17) - and that phrase, All this has come upon us
(after which he talks about, yet We havenÕt done this or that or the
other thingÑand he expresses the confusionfor why this would even
be allowed to happen).

- But what IÕm after is that beginning expression of (:17) -All this
has come upon us Ñ

- The Psalmist lists a whole bunch of stuff there from (:9)
down through (:16) - and the issue is All this has come upon
us!

- In other words, all this is happening to usÑand yet, thereÕs no
intervening hand on Your partÑYouÕre not stoppingany of this!
YouÕre not deliveringus from any of thisÑAll this has come upon
us and thereÕs NO cessationto it!

- And this is what IÕve been talking about in the parallel conceptÑ
that youÕre supposed to go back here and see what theyÕre going to
experienceÑand youÕre supposed to empathizewith these members
of the remnant of Israel in view of (:35) of Romans 8 doing its 
effectual working with us as we consider the scopeof that policy of 
evil against usÑ(and thatÕs one of the reasons why the issue there
isnÕt to try to think of all of the kinds of tribulationsyou could 
experience, and all the kinds of distress, and so forth) Ñ but the issue
is to think of that scopeof it allÑand realize that it goes from those
mild beginnings to that most extreme end.
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- And the issue is, ÒAll this can come upon us, too!Ó

- And when thatÕs effectually working within usÑand thereÕs 
absolutely nothing in that verse that says that God is going to come
along and externally intervene or stop any of itÑwell, itÕs at that 
point where we come along and start thinking the very same thing
that the members of the remnant of Israel are thinking back here in
Psalm 44ÑAll this is coming upon us!

- And then once you start to get the sobernessof the thinking coming
alongÑand you begin to think that thereÕs a reasonfor this happening
to you (all within the purposethat our Father has for us in the sonship
education)  -  [and in our case, that purpose has to do with us being
conformed to the image of his Son] Ñ so this therefore fits into the
nature of the sufferings that Christ Himself went throughÑand
similarities and equivalences in connection with all thatÑ

- Then the issue is one of coming to a point where youÕre able to 
empathize with these members of the remnant when their sober
thinking comes into play, and they start appreciating the For thy sake
concept.

- And then when they express it in (Psa. 44:22) For thy sake we are
killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughterÑ
itÕs that same concept (once again) of All these things have come
upon usÑthereÕs no indication from You, God, and no promise from
You (or anything like that) that this is going to stopÑor that YouÕre
going to cease it before the time in which You said You would cease
itÑand therefore the expression we are killed all the day longis
saying, This is what weÕre going to experience ALL THE TIME !

- So once the Policy of Evil gets the Ôgreen lightÕ (so to speak) to start
to bring itself upon usÑthe issue is, itÕs given that Ôgreen lightÕ and
itÕs going to go into motion, and from that point on, weÕre going to
be experiencingthese thingsÑand weÕre going to have all these 
things come upon us.

- And weÕre going to feel just like every tactic that comes our way 
from that thing is designed to killusÑand to kill our desireÑ(if not 
physically kill us, then to kill our desire to go on, and to put our 
sonship education to deathwithin us).

- And thatÕs whatÕs going on in that expression, we are killed all the
day long.
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- And thenÑonce you have got the effectual working of that 1st phrase, then 
you come to the final phrase:  we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

- ThatÕs the issue of the Adversary accounting us as if the Father has
come along and said, ÒDo what you want to them!  TheyÕre yours!
YouÕre the butcherÑyou own the slaughterhouseÑand IÕm not going
to shut it downÑtheyÕre the sheepÑjust go out there and grab who
ever you want & do to them what you want to do!Ó

- And thatÕs the kind of fundamental thinking that youÕve got when 
you realize that thatÕs whatÕs really being described there in (:35)
when the issue is, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Ñ
and youÕve got this list of thingsÑand then the next verse doesnÕt
come along and say, Oh, donÕt worry about that, because your
Father wonÕt let any of those things happen to you!  Ñ NO!

- The issue is, your Father is point-blank telling you that these things
ARE going to happen to you!

- YouÕre going to be just like those members of the remnant
who say, Where are you?  Wake up!  Are you going to let
this go on forever???

- Now the difference isÑthat when youÕre talking about the members
of the remnant of Israel, they have (in their program) a day(a point in
time) in that 5th installment where God says HeÕs going to stand up,
and Michael is going to stand up (back there in Daniel 12:1) - and
HeÕs going to begin to Avenge!

- But until thenÑtheyÕre in this situation!

- Well, weÕre in this situation for as long as this dispensation of 
grace is in effect!

                 - (Because thatÕs our Ôday of redemptionÕ Ñ at the
                 endof this dispensation of grace.)

- But that expression, therefore, we are killed all the day long Ñ
thatÕs the expression you come to that expresses the culminationof
all that previous thinking when you realize the scopeof all that 
youÕre up against from the AdversaryÑand the fact that there is
no promisefrom our Father that HeÕs going to stopany of it
or that HeÕs not going to let any of it happen to us!
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           - We come to the realization that, that’s just the ‘boat’ we’re in!

- Now I want to caution you here—(and I think I alluded to this a 

while back) — one of the things I’ve come across in the time I’ve 

spent with the Medal of Honor recipients—(and maybe you’ve heard

of this same kind of thing—either with someone in the military who

has been in combat, or with Police Officers, or Firemen) — where

they come to a point in combat or whatever where they kind of just 

say, Ok, I’m a dead man—and now the issue is, how am I going to

die?  — well, I’m going to take as many of them with me when I go.

- And this is NOT that kind of thinking at all!!!

- Because what the soldier is doing in that is—he’s resigninghimself

to that situation—and then he figures out which way he’s going to

die.

- And again, that’s NOT the thinking here!

- If those 3 words of (:36—For thy sake) were not there—that would

be resignation thinking—but the issue is, For thy sake, this is why

this is allowed to go on.

- There’s a reasonbehind this that has to do with what You’re doing

with us, Father, as sons!

- And in our context, His purpose for us is to be conformed to the 
image of his Son—and therefore the policy of evil, and it’s afflictions

that are described there in (:35) in those 7 categories are afflictions

that have an integralroll in our conformity to the image of his Son.

- And He’s going to utilize them—and that, therefore leads us to that

final verse of this 5th probing question:  Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him that loved us.(:37)

- Now let’s look at what we’ve got so far—let’s look at Romans 8 and verses 

35 & 36 together—and let’s look at those verses with the kind of sonship 

intelligence that we’ve acquired over the past several Bible classes that enable 

us to be able to understand and appreciate what the question is asking, why 

it’s asking it; and why God has us look back to the 44th Psalm as a parallel 

issue for us as sons to grab a hold of and begin bringing relief to our fearful, 

panic-stricken heart and begin the process of fully settling the matter of our 

godly attitude of confidence, assurance, and conviction in our Father’s gearing 

us for success so that we will never abandon His education of us as His sons.

Page 1151Romans 8:14-39



35  (The final probing question) Who(the Adversary, Satan himself)shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?(the very love Christ himself has, and 
the very love we have now come to possess for the status as sons, for the 
sonship life, and for attaining all of its aims, goals, and objectives)shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  (a scope of the 7 categories of Ôseparation tacticsÕ that are at the 
AdversaryÕs disposal in his policy of evil to ply against you in order to attack 
your soul and through fear, produce a ÔwedgeÕ in order to separate you from 
your love of living out your sonship lifeÑeach category being designed to kill 
our desire to go on with our sonship education and put that education to death 
within usÑ[death being defined as ÔseparationÕ])

- And why would the Adversary want to separate us from that love?

- Why does the Adversary hate your sonship life so much?

- (Actually the answer is in the first 3 words of the quote from 
Psalm 44:22).

36  As it is written (there is a parallel issue and concept to what we will suffer 
at the hands of the Adversary and his policy of evil with what the remnant of 
Israel will suffer [having received the adoption of sons] during the final 
installment of GodÕs program with Israel), For thy sake(the soberness of 
thinking that all these things have an ulterior motive and reasonÑone in 
which there is a direct benefit and profit for our FatherÕs cause with us as His 
sonsÑa benefit & profit for our new-found Father & son relationship and for 
the ultimate goal of what our Father is going to do with us as His sons) we are 
killed all the day long(all these things will come upon us and there will be no 
intervening of our Father to stop any of itÑwe are going to experience these 
things all the timeÑfor the duration of this dispensation of grace); we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter(the Adversary and his policy of evil 
will be allowed by our Father to go right after us and even slaughter us if he 
can and if he so desires).

- And our Adversary does indeed hate our sonship lifeÑwhy?

- Because of that ÒFor thy sakeÓissueÑbecause he knows exactly
what our sonship life is forÑhe now knows (due to the Òrevelation of
the mysteryÓ) what our Father intends to do with us as educated sons;
and he knows that we are the biggest threat to him losing his 
contention to be Òlike the most HighÓ - we pose the greatest threat to
him retaining his usurpation and possession and rulership of the
heavenly placesÑof possessing & ruling the creature!
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- We, as the new creatureare going to be the means by which
our Father is going to dismantle, demolish, and destroy the
Satanic policy of evil in the heavenly places.  We are a 
direct threat to the success of SatanÕs designs on GodÕs
kingdom!

- Now even though weÕre not supposed to deal with the 7 separation tactics of 
the Adversary (listed in :35) as though they are Òthe sufferings of ChristÓ -
because at this point you havenÕt been told that yet, and youÕre not supposed 
to think of them that way yetÑbut I just want to do something here to 
underscore the needto have all these things solidlyand firmlysettledin your 
heart, and how important sonship establishment is to the rest of your 
sonship lifeÑand how that it forms the basis upon which a whole bunch of 
things are going to be built.

- LetÕs look at a time in which the apostle Paul says something to the
Corinthians as they do go under the sufferings of Christand use it as
an illustration of how Paul harkens back to these fundamental sonship
establishment issuesÑespecially this one dealing with the 5th probing
question and the godly remedy of it here in Romans 8:35-37Ñand 
how it was effectually working in him (as our ensample).

          - II Corinthians 1:3-11 (granted, the context is slightly different)

- (:8) = Essential DoctrineÑSlide #17

- (:9)

- Now before we move on to the godly answer in (:37) - are there any 
questions?  comments?  any problems with anything weÕve covered so far?

37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 

loved us.

- Question:  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

- Answer:  (In light of the godly remedy of :36) Nay!

- ÒNayÓ - is one of those words that has lost a great deal of its punch
and meaningÑmost often it is merely treated as an old, archaic way 
of saying, ÒNoÓ Ñ but itÕs more than a mere negative response.
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- Granted, Nay can mean just plain “no” — but when you’ve got a

highly emotionally charged passage such as this one, our English

language has the capacity to use a word that is much stronger than

just plain “no” — and Nay in this context indicates something far

more forceful.

- Nay is from the Old English nei  — a compound of ne =

“not” and ei = “ever” - hence, Not Ever!

- But there is one additional function that Nay has that the word No

doesn’t necessarily have the capacity to do naturally—and that is that

in some contexts, Nay has the capacity to mean “Not only so” or “Not 

this alone” - subtly suggesting that something else is to be added by 

way of amplification.

- And that’s what you’ve got here—Shall the separation tactics of

the Satanic policy of evil separate us from the love of Christ?  Well,

in light of them being For thy sake (and all that :36 sobers us up to),

Nay (Not Ever!) - and not only that, but it anticipates that there is 

additional information you’re given to latch on to that amplifies the 

godly thinking and godly remedy of how our Father has designed us 

and His curriculum to successfully handle these separation tactics 

from the Adversary! — and so, you have the remainder of (:37).

- And that Naycomes out loud and emotionally charged—because of the 

nature of what your heart has just gone through as you considered all of those 

separation tactics—and the kind of fear they produced in you—and you have 

come to realize on a very personal and emotional level the kind of fear-

producing tactics each one of those things are— & your soul and body are in 

a state (by the time you get to :37) of screaming and straining for that ONE 

THING that brings soberness back to it—and quells the fear down—it gets it 

in (:36), and now it all comes tumbling out of the mouth in (:37)!   (but with 

an additional ‘kick’ to it [and for a reason] that your Father tells you about 

that you’ve never thought of before in your life!)

- And when you appreciate how powerful fear is—and that fear is the

arena in which the Adversary operates in (that’s where his strength

lies) and that’s what he traffics in;

- And you appreciate that fear is not a mental concept—but fear is

actually a heart’s distressed response to something it’s spirit 

doesn’t like;

- Then that makes this Nay the emotionally charged thing that it is -

(as the ‘light’ comes on and this connection is made in the heart)!!!
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- And I realize that going over all this in the manner weÕve done itÑ
and over the large amount of time weÕve done itÑthat when it comes
to the issues of (:37) - and especially the information following this
ÒNayÓ - that IÕve said a bunch of times some things about what it
means to be Òmore than a conquerorÓ Ñ and IÕm bring this up 
because IÕve actually cheated youÑin the sense that, because of what
IÕve already said about it, IÕve taken some of the punchor ÔkickÕ out
of this final statement of the 5th probing question.

- And so what I want you to do is to imagine that youÕve never heard
this beforeÑand with that 3X5 card, youÕve never seen (:37) before
now.

- And this is needfuland necessarybecause you have to realize and
acknowledge that if your Father didnÕt tell you what He does in the
remainder of (:37) -you never would have thought it!!!

- You might have thought about being a conqueroror a
victor or a survivoror something along those linesÑbut the
truth of the matter is that the human heart just never would
have thought about being Òmore than a conquerorÓ and all 
the ramifications of what that phrase means!

- And that makes it so that the emotional flow of this entire passage
comes to a climax here in (:37) - it hits its peak or high-water mark
hereÑ(:37) is the BANG at the end of a long process of heart-
working, heart-probing information and work!

- And itÕs kind of like that when the dust settlesÑ(which is
what happens in the final 2 verses of Romans 8) - when the
dust settles at the end of (:37) Ñ itÕs like youÕre left with 
these 2 BIG, major, effectually working issues of your 3rd & 
final aspect of sonship establishment:

1)  In (:28) -And we know that all things work 
together for good Éto us as sons.

2)  In (:37) -in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.

- And when all that has been properly and effectually produced in 
youÑthen it can be said that you are fully and perfectly established
as a son of God your Heavenly Father!  (YouÕll operate upon those
2 issues for the rest of your life!)
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- By the wayÑalong these same lines of talking about how weÕre
going to operateÑmake sure that you realize that youÕre not 
assessing what information youÕve got now (through sonship 
orientation & sonship establishment) - and think that youÕre going
to have to face these separation tactics of the Satanic policy of evil
and be Ômore than conquerorsÕ by means of this informationÑ
because thatÕs simply not the case.

- In fact:  1)  None of you are facing even the very 1st thing listed in
(:35) [tribulation], let alone, persecution, peril, or swordÑand:  2)
You simply canÕtface any of the separation tactics listed in (:35)
with establishment information.  (itÕs impossible)

- The point isÑthat you understand and appreciate (and are 
throughlyimpressedwith) the powerand abilityand capacity
of your FatherÕs curriculum for sonship education (Romans-II 
Thessalonians) Ñ and therefore, the issue is that you are told 
enough hereÑand then getting what youÕre told fully settled 
in your inner man by means of all these heart-probing 
questionsÑthat you come out of it with the kind of 
confidence, assurance, and conviction in both your Father 
and in His curriculum that you can say without any shadow 
of doubt whatsoever what Paul says in those final 2 verses 
(:38-39)

     -For I am persuaded, É..

- And itÕs critical that you understand and appreciate that your godly
attitude now, at the end of your sonship establishment, is one
whereby you have implicit faith in your FatherÕs wordsÑeven 
though youÕre not getting the information right at this moment that 
will make you a more than conquerorunder the Policy of EvilÕs 
tribulation tactics, or its distresstactics, or its persecutiontactics, and 
so forthÑ

Ñ but you have implicit faith that when you get to the point
in the curriculum where you will ÔqualifyÕ (so to speak) for
the Adversary to begin plying his separation tactics, at that
very point in the curriculumÑalong with all the information
that produces the aims, goals, and objectives of sonship
edificationÑyou will also be given the information, which
by its effectual working, will enable you to be a Ômore than
conquerorÕ by the excellency of the power of GodÕs word
effectually working in your inner man!
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- And I bring that up again because it goes to the issue of implicit
faith in what your Father tells youÑand not what everyone else and
everything else will be telling youÑand what your circumstances
will otherwise dictate.

- And since weÕre talking about information that still is laying out
aheadof usÑletÕs just notice where a very famous passage of GodÕs
word comes into playÑ

- (Slide #38, 39)

- Notice the corresponding Exhortations to Level I; Phase 2.

- ÒwisdomÓ = Prov. 3:1-20

- Prov. 3:5-6
(Far from this famous passage being some kind of a
Ôcatch-all,Õ broadly-applied Ômemory verseÕ that can
be ÔnamedÕ and ÔclaimedÕ by any Christian under any
circumstanceÑlike,   When you donÕt know what to 
do, just ÒTrust in the LORDÓ and HeÕll see you 
through! Ñ NO! Ñ (thatÕs just an empty Christian 
slogan--and you canÕt  Ôslogan-eerÕ your way through 
the Christian way of life!) Ñ  this is actually very
specificto when, where, how, and why it can be 
utilized and applied!!!  (itÕs context sensitive!)

- Prov. 3:5-6 is actually a FatherÕs godly exhortation
for a son who is going through his first throws of the
separation tactics from the Satanic policy of Evil!!!
(specifically, as he goes through the doctrine of his
1st sonship decision-making skill of wisdom)

- And it harkens back to his sonship establishment, 
and all that got settled in his heart back thereÑand 
then to take the information heÕs about to get and to
begin doing what he has the unwavering conviction,
assurance, and confidenceto do with it:  TRUST IT!
(leanunto itÑand not unto his own understanding!)

- Now letÕs get back to Romans 8:37ÑWho shall separate us from the
love of Christ? shall the separation tactics of the AdversaryÕs policy
of evil? - well, in light of (:36),  Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors É 
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37  Nay, in all these things É

- Notice that little 2-letter word:  “in”  — and notice that it doesn’t

say something like:  ‘Nay, being delivered from all these things’ or

‘Nay, being shielded from all these things’ or anything along those

lines!

- It says, in all these things— and while “all these things” may

hearken you back to the “all things” of (:28) - [which isn’t entirely

wrong at all] — but more importantly, it refers specifically to the

thingslisted in (:35) as those 7 separation tactics of the policy of evil.

- And just as you latched on to that issue in the ‘bridge’ of (:36), 

“For thy sake” — and your panic & fear gripped soul began to find

the thing that brings relief to it—and begins the process of changing

the way you view all these tribulationsassociated with sonship

education—(so that you’re now viewing these thingsfrom the point-

perspective of your Father) — in light of that, far from being 

shielded by God from ever having to go through them—you now

know that there is benefit and profit in all these things—but there is

some additional information that you’re now on the threshold of

getting that consists of some thinking that, up until this very moment 

has been completely foreign to you—and that is …

É we are more than conquerors É

- (And notice that every single word here is critical—even those 2

little words:  we are— because that indicates to you the level of

absolute assurance and confidence of being that ‘more than 
conqueror’)!   [It’s not:  ‘we might be more than a conqueror’]

- And it doesn’t say, ‘Nay, we are conquerors through him that

loved us’ — it says “we are morethan conquerors”!!!

- So the logical question to ask is, What does it mean to be more
than conquerors???

- Actually in the Greek the 3 words in the English are only

1 word in the Greek:

          - A compound u`pernika,w = from [nikao or nike], 

          meaning “victory” or “victorious” or “to conquer”

          +  the prefix [huper] = to go beyond, (hyper-victorious)
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- And if youÕve never before read this verseÑ(which I realize isnÕt the
case with us) Ñ but if it were, this would be a startling conceptÑone
that hasnÕt ever entered your mind up to this pointÑand one that just
goes Ôover the topÕ (so to speak) as to the impactit makes and the kind
of impressingthing that it is to realize and appreciate!  Ñ that in all
these things we are morethan conquerors!

- So, what does it mean to be a ÒconquerorÓ?

= One who conquers; (you may have heard of William the
Conqueror in English History [King William I, or William the
Bastard]) - a conqueror is one who gains a victory; one who
subdues and brings into subjection or possession by force or
by influenceÑone who defeats his antagonist in combat is a
conquerorÑas a General or Admiral who defeats his enemy;
a victor.

- But what does it mean to be morethan a conqueror?

- (that little word ÒmoreÓ makes all the difference!)

- And more often than not, this concept is overlooked by most Bible
teachers and commentary writersÑand this winds up getting treated
merely as saying that we will be victorious in all our endeavors as
long as God is with us, or as long as God is for us, or as long as God
is on our side. (super-victorious or absolute conquerors or some such thing)

- And you get a whole bunch of things said here about Ôfaith
is the victoryÕ or Ôvictory in JesusÕ or some such thing about
living a Ôvictorious lifeÕ, Ôvictorious livingÕ type thing.

- But thatÕs not the truth of the matterÑitÕs far more than that, and
thereÕs far more to it than that!

- Indeed, in the context of sonship education, itÕs the issue of us 
having implicit trust and confidence in our Father and in His 
curriculum to make it so that by the effectual working of that sonship
curriculum, that we will be victorious over the Adversary and all of
his separation tactics from his policy of evilÑand that we donÕt have 
to become victimized by that PoEÑand that in every thing he throws
our way and throws a Ômonkey-wrenchÕ in the gears (so to speak) to
attempt to thwart the success of our sonship educationÑthat we will
be victorious(to use that expression) in all these things! (true enough)

Page 1159Romans 8:14-39



- But itÕs far more than just a negativeÑ(that we wonÕtbe victimized; 
Satan wonÕtbe able to separate us from the love of Christ) - nor is it 
merely the positive aspect or concept that we willconquer over all 
these separation tacticsÑthat they wonÕt prevail in their separation
objectiveÑtrue as that is!

- Great as that isÑthatÕs not what our Father has designed for this to
be in order to be the sobering kind of thinking that weÕre supposed to
get to; and the settling type matter in our mind that makes it therefore 
so that youÕve got the solid ground youÕre going to standon and 
operateuponÑand to be the thing that youÕre going to take your 
position onwhen it comes to the intimidation and the temptation to be 
separated from the love of Christ.

- Truth isÑbeing morethan a conquerorÑthat phrase gathers up
everything that being a conquerormeans (all of which is vital and
critical and important just as weÕve covered it) - but it takes all that
and addsan element to it that just takes it to a degreeso far above
simply being a conquerorthat it staggers the mind!

- (and not even your imagination could have come up with
this!)

- And that issue of being a morethan conqueroris the issue of our
Father writing into the curriculum for our sonship education the 
ability and the capacityto take anything and everything that the
Satanic Policy of Evil can throw at youÑand HeÕs going to take that
policy of evil and all of its afflictions and sufferings (that get 
described there in [:35] in those 7 categories) and instead of them
being thwartingand hinderingand defeatingto us as sonsÑthey 
actually have an integral roll in our conformity into the image of
His Son!

- And HeÕs going to utilize themÑthey are actually helpful; and
beneficial; and contribute to our success as sons!!!

- And thatÕs what is so importantÑand the important meaning behind
what it means to be morethan a conquerorÑbecause itÕs not just
being victoriousÑbut itÕs taking what the Adversary means for your
defeat, and not just not being defeated by them, but overcoming them
and enduring them, and being victorious over themÑbut actually 
causing them to be turned aroundto CONTRIBUTE to our sonship
education!!!   (WOW!!!)

Page 1160                                              Romans 8:14-39



- (And really, thereÕs even more to it than that).

- Because thereÕs more to that concept when you put it in the
perspective of what weÕre going to be going through as sons.

- And that is that the things that we experience under the AdversaryÕs
Policy of Evil not only work to our benefitand to our profitwhen it
comes to the issue of us being conformed to the image of  GodÕs Son
Ñ but also, asthe Adversary goes through each one of his tactics and
all the things that heÕs able to work against us, and employs each one
of the weapons in his arsenal (so to speak) - thereÕs actually a
propelling effect to thatÑthat moves us onÑand produces more
developmental and progressive conformity to the image of Christ!

- And really, thereÕs even more to it than thatÑbecause one of the
benefits we get out of going through those sufferingsÑ(because weÕre
having to deal with the Adversary in connection with being more than
conquerorsin connection with his policy of evil) Ñ is the fact that
we get some skills out of it in connection with some things that we
are taught when it comes to handling the particular things he does
that would produce the various forms of tribulation or distress, etc.,
and the things that are built into the curriculum that we are taught,
(along with these things), actually give us insight into the way in
which the angelic realm operates; and the way in which the angels
thinkÑand we get skills out of it that fall into that Òmore than
conquerorÓ conceptÑand that give more meaning and greater
significance to the profit & benefit that weÕre getting out of this.

- And thatÕs my understanding of what you should be thinking of
when you do think of the full scope of the basic understanding we
can have Ðand that you become aware ofÑwhen you actually start
dealing with the issues in the curriculum that make it so that you
become Òmore than a conquerorÓ Ñ out there when you actually
start dealing with things that weÕre taught in the curriculum that match 
up with time in which the Adversary is able to cause us trouble (and 
so forth) - and weÕre not only taught the aspect of what weÕre going 
through that matches up with the conformity to the image of GodÕs 
Son thatÕs taking placeÑbut weÕre also made aware of the kind of 
skills that weÕre acquiring in connection with this troublethat weÕre 
going through and this more than conqueror issue that weÕre 
dealing with that has the benefit that we want to have and that we 
want to acquire and make use of not only now, but also in our 
vocational roll yet to come.
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- And I just want to mention (if I havenÕt said this already) - how that
since all the things weÕve been getting here in our sonship
establishmentÑthe godly and virtuous attitudes; the confidence,
assurance, and conviction; the level of commitment; and all of the
things our Father probes our heart withÑall of those things 
(especially here in the 3rd & final component of sonship 
establishmentÐ and especially here in these 5 probing questions) Ñ
since all of that is ÒestablishmentÓ type stuff and things and issues 
and concepts Ñ what I want you to really come to understand and
appreciate is (and this goes for even this issue of being a Òmore than
conquerorÓ) - is that all of these things are not simply things you
learn and then quickly forget!

- Everything you get in sonship establishment is foundational
and fundamentalÑbut by the very nature of what 
ÒestablishmentÓ isÑevery single thing you get here is going
to be built upon!

- And that means that each and every issue that your Father
instills and installs in your heart in sonship establishment
is going to grow and grow and get more and more developed
over the entire span of your sonship life!

- And really, there are even some concepts that you
may not be fully aware of yetÑbut something has
been said to start some thinking going that is going
to be addressed later onÑand when it is, itÕs like you
can come along and say, Hey, that was something
I thought about way back there in sonship 
establishment!

- We can illustrate this in a bunch of passages in PaulÕs letters, (and
we might look at a few of these later on) - but notice how Paul
himself utilized the strong foundation he got in his own sonship
establishment along the very same lines weÕve been talking about in
this 5th probing questionÑheÕs undergoing these very sufferings 
listed in (:35) - his suffering is so bad that he momentarily tries to
operate upon wisdom other than what he was taught by his FatherÑ
but heÕs given some information that brings him backto what he was
taught in sonship establishment (and not just that, but beyondthat) -
then he sobers up to such things as in (:36) - and finally operates upon
the basis of being more than a conquerorand displays the proper,
godly attitude of a sonÑand he does so in about a split second!
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- II Corinthians 12:7-10

- Now I bring all this out (this issue of how everything you get in
sonship establishment is designed to grow and be built upon all the
way through your sonship life) Ñ I bring that up here because of how
important that is to really understand and appreciate in how God has
designed His word to work & operate in your inner manÑand I also
want to underscore how that in all that weÕve briefly talked about in
what it means to be Òmore than a conqueror,Ó the truth of the matter
is that we havenÕt even scratched the surface of all that that expression
means, and will mean to you for the rest of your sonship life!

- Really, you should have now (:28) and (:37) as 2 of the most
important and critical, Ôlife-and-death,Õ never to be off of the
tip of your tongue-type passages that you will ever know in
all of GodÕs word!!!

- Romans 8:28 and 8:37 are designed to be ÔwellsÕ that you 
are to go to time after time after time after timeÑand draw
upon them over and over and over again throughout your
entire sonship life!  (And they will never run dry!)

- If all has really and effectually worked properly in your
inner manÑand you are truly an ÔestablishedÕ sonÑwith
real sonship intelligenceÑthen donÕt be afraid, you are of the
few qualified saints in the entire world to use as often as you
need to, Romans 8:28 and 8:37!

- So we have the 5th Probing Question in (:35);  then we have the ÔbridgeÕ or 
the godly remedy in (:36);  and now we have the answer (based upon real 
sonship intelligence):  37  Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors … and now weÕre ready for those final 5 words:  … through him 
that loved us.

- Are all those things listed in (:35) as the scope of the Satanic Policy
of Evil going to separate me from the love of Christ?  (in view of 
what (:36) says), Nay, Why? because in all these things we are more

than conquerors through him that loved us.

- Notice it doesnÕt say:  in all these things we are more than 

conquerors. (period) Ñ but it has those last 5 words:  through him
that loved us.
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- And that phrase brings you right back to the issue of why
He lovesyouÑand your response to thatÑand that this
love of Christhas been developed in you (and now you have 
it; you possess it) for your sonship lifeÑand youÕre then
brought full-circle.

- … through him that loved us.

- ThatÕs the issue of us thinking of the fact that our Father is the One
that loved us hereÑthe ÒhimÓ is God the Father in particular.

- And when you see that phrase youÕre supposed to do with it what
youÕve done with every phrase and every expression and every word
that youÕve encountered throughout all these 5 probing questionsÑ
you keep it within the context and within the ÔControlling QuestionÕ
of (:31) and itÕs a matter of:  What shall we then say to these things?
Ñ and your thinking goes right back to Romans 8:28-30 (and verses
29 & 30 in particular) Ñ and you think about the great love that our
Father had for us in crafting and forging those ÔlinksÕ in His Ôchain
of provisionÕ - and you remember that 2nd Probing Question whereby
our Father Òspared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us allÓ
and He put us in the position of sonship ourselvesÑand has designed
the curriculum to fulfill all that HeÕs purposed for it to do to have us
to be conformed to the image of his SonÑand everything like that.

- And thatÕs the issue:  When our soul has come under this attack 
from the separation tactics of the policy of evilÑwe now need to 
conclude the matter by thinking of all of these things that the 
Adversary is going to be allowed to do to us and permitted to bring
upon us without our FatherÕs intervening hand(or anything like
that):  Well, this is all being done because He loves usÑbecause He
values and esteems us!

- And He loves us in the context of wanting us to be; (and providing
for us to be)  conformed to the image of his SonÑso that we can be
that joint-heir with His SonÑand be glorified together with him,

- And therefore that puts the entire issue of what the AdversaryÕs
trying to do in itÕs proper perspectiveÑand it makes it, therefore,
so that youÕve got operating in your human spirit, the information
that is able, therefore, to overcome the overwhelming effect of what
the Adversary does in your soul!  (repeat that)
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- Remember that what you go through there back in (:35 & 
36) - when you consider all those separation tactics of the
AdversaryÑthat all is supposed to go right after your soulÑ
and youÕre supposed to have (not a spirit-response or an
academic response or a categorical doctrinal response to that)
É but youÕre supposed to have a soulish responseto it.

- And the issue of love (through him that loved us) - thatÕs
something that operates both in your spiritand in your soul!

- And really, love is an expression from your soul!

- And thatÕs the issue, therefore, that makes it so that the love of 

Christ that you have operating within youÑin order to fulfill the
desire that Christ has, and that the Father has for you to be conformed

to the image of Christ, can be sustained; and maintained; and
retained in the face of any of those things listed in (:35)!

- And when I talk about being brought Ôfull-circleÕ Ñ itÕs the issue of
that love of Christ that got developed within us (beginning back there
in [:16]) Ñ thatÕs what weÕve already acknowledged we now have &
possess within usÑjust as itÕs possessed within our Father and His
SonÑand now weÕre faced with the reality of an individual who 
wants to separate us from itÑand the bottom line is that the thing
that is going to enable us to not be separated from the love of Christ

by any of these tactics as they work in our soulto produce the one
thing that can kill love (which is fear:  fearis the most powerful
emotion that can actually overpower loveÑand can actually make it 
so that someone who doesgenuinely love something or someone,
would fail to follow through on thatÑthe thing that would make a
person do that and fail to follow through on it and see it through to 
its end: is fear) Ñ the effectual working of this 5th probing question
(and especially these last 5 words) all makes it so that those 2 loves
[the love of Christ & the love of God the Father] can continue feeding
themselves and continue supplying themselves in order to be 
sustained, maintained, and retainedwithin your inner man even as you 
endure all these separation tactics of the Adversary!

- And this is why Paul is constantly dealing with that issue of fear on
throughout his epistlesÑlike out there in Philippians 1
27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 

that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your 

affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together 

for the faith of the gospel;

28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an 

evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.
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- ÒterrorÓ is fear intensifiedÑand ÒterrorÓ is the issue of the
soul being so overwhelmed with fearthat itÕs like the spirit
has little or no impact upon the personÕs thinkingÑyour soul

            is so preoccupied with that fearthat you become immobilized. 

- And you see this even over in the Remnant Epistles of, say,
I John (É fear hath torment) [4:18]

- And any fear, when it is not successfully dealt with, resides there in
your soulÑand as it resides there, and continues to live and takes on
a Ôlife of its ownÕ Ñ then it becomes a tormentto youÑand thatÕs
what produces distressÑthatÕs when your stressbecomes a disease!

- And then misery, depression, and despairall sets inÑand in our
context of Romans 8:35-37, thatÕs when you would come along and
just Ôthrow in the towelÕ and say, Forget it!  IÕm not going on any 
more with this sonship education!

- And this is why you simply cannot afford to underestimate the
power of this 5th probing question and the godly remedy of itÑand
especially those last 5 words of (:37)!

- You canÕt underestimate what our Father does throughout
our sonship establishment to do all that He does within our
inner man!!!  (Impressive!)

- And you should have (by now) far more of an appreciation
(from the FatherÕs point-perspective) of what you volitionally
and willfully chose to participate in back there in Romans
8:15 when you cried, ÒAbba, Father!Ó Ñ you didnÕt know
what you were Ôsigning up forÕ (so to speak), but you can be
grateful that your Father did!

- And He did something about it so that you 
wouldnÕt be found some day to be in a lurch or in an
embarrassing position of failure due to being 
unprepared or ill-equipped to succeedÑbut that He
provided all thingsfor you to be geared for total and
complete success as His son!

- He gave you the Spirit of adoption; the leading of
the Spirit; and the entire perfect and powerful
curriculum for successful sonship education!!!
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- And itÕs not that you wonÕt ever failÑbecause the truth of the matter
is, you will fail from time to timeÑbut thatÕs whatÕs so great about
all these 5 probing questions and the sonship intelligence they give 
youÑand I go back to something that I said when we first surveyed
and introduced these 5 probing questions: 

In the curriculum for our sonship education, God our Father
HAS DESIGNED (IN ADVANCE) FOR HIS SONÕS
OWN FAILURES Ñand He has designed for those
failures NOT to be a devastating thingÑ(as something
that would so overwhelm you that it becomes a fatal
blow to your sonship life)!

- And that makes it so that when you really think about that concept
of being more than a conqueror through him that loved usÑ that
that concept of being more than a conqueroris simply 
mind-boggling! (to put it mildly)

- And those are the things thatÑwhen youÕre actually dealing with
the explanation that our Father gives us at a particular point in the
curriculum in connection with a particular sufferingÑ(one that
describes the more than conquerorconcept for what it is)Ñand that
describes, therefore, and makes you appreciate the love thatÕs behind
it allÑand to value and esteem it, therefore, to the degree that the
Father doesÑthose are the kind of things that make it so that you 
come along and say, I not only am willingto endure it; but I WANT
this!  (Like Paul expressed:  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory
in my infirmities, É)

- And thatÕs the concept that IÕve talked about when I said that our
Father has made it so that all these sufferings of the separation tactics
of the Satanic Policy of Evil actually work to propel us on.

- Because the experience of going through these various things that
become Ômore than conquerorÕ issues for usÑthey actually end up
intensifying that love of ChristÑand that grows and becomes a
stronger, and more powerful issue within us!

- And my understanding is, thatÕs what works together with making it
so thatÑasour Father intelligizes us at the various points within the
curriculum along the way as to the Ômore than conquerorÕ benefits
that weÕre getting by going through a particular kind of sufferingÑas
that love of Christintensifies, and we value and esteem these issues
more & more, and it becomes more and more of a thrilling thingfor 
us to be conformed to the image of his Sonthat keeps pace with the
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intensifying effects of the Adversary’s policy of evil as he works to

‘kill’ that thrill, or to diminish it, or to stop it in its tracks, or to

weaken it … or whatever—(kind of like there’s a ‘tit-for-tat’

matching going on all the way) — and the issue is, if we start off

standing firm on this sonship establishment foundation, (with this

concept of being more than conquerors), and with that “through him 
that loved us” realization of (:37) being there in connection with

each one of those 7 separation tactics—then there’s an increasing,

‘keeping pace’ amount of furthering drive and furthering propulsion,

and furthering desire to go on and to completethe issue of 

conforming to the image of GodÕs SonÑeven though the cost gets

greater and greater; and the suffering gets more & more intense—and

the effect upon the soul gets more & more violent within us.

- And that’s when you actually get to the point where you can deal

with that issue out there in Ephesians 3 —

19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, É. 

- And that love of Christ operates at that point on—solely

upon the strength of the loveitself—without needing to be
convinced or persuaded on some other basis!

- See how important it is to recognize the critical nature of all this

sonship establishment?  Because this becomes the foundational

‘brick’ upon which all that is able to eventually be built upon!

(This is the underpinning to that whole thing!)

————————————————————

- Before going on to verses 38 & 39—let’s just look at a couple of places 

where the apostle Paul and the saints who he is ministering to are in a position 

in their sonship education where these essential, fundamental, and 

foundational aspects of their sonship establishment are brought to the surface 

because of the nature of the suffering they were experiencing—and even 

though they were farther along in the curriculum for sonship education, and 

even though they had a great deal of edification built upon this establishment 

foundation, you can nevertheless perceive that they were operating upon these 

very issues and concepts that were developed in them in sonship 

establishment — and that we have become so familiar with by now.

- Especially operating upon the reality of Romans 8:28 and Romans 8:37!

(By the way—have you used these 2 verses yet???) [esp., :28]?
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- And this goes to this issue of what weÕve been talking about in all these 
Ôseparation tacticsÕ from the AdversaryÕs Policy of EvilÑtactics that are 
designed to go right after your soulÑand that are designed to be fear-
producingÑand ultimately separate you from the love of Christ.

- And remember that we have to be careful and precise when we talk about 
Satan utilizing his policy of evil to ÒattackÓ usÑbecause if weÕre not careful 
weÕll end up giving the impression that what weÕre saying is that Satan and/or 
his cohorts (his angels, unclean spirits, devils, etc.) are going to personally 
attack usÑlike what was done back in the gospel accounts.

- (like the Pentecostal/Charismatic/Apostolic/4-Square)

- And I know that IÕve said some things about this issue before, but I just want 
to start off in this little run that weÕre going to do through some versesÑto 
start off looking at something that develops upon what I said earlier.

- So how are these sufferings mentioned in (:37) [separation tactics] 
            going to be implemented against us?  (i.e., by direct ÔdemonicÕ attack?)

- No.  But what are the ÔmechanicalÕ means that are at SatanÕs
disposal to bring upon us things like persecution, famine, nakedness,
peril, or sword?

- WeÕve said that itÕs going to be done through this basic course of
this worldÑand the course Satan has charted for itÑwhich includes
that Òevil manÓ and that Òstrange womanÓ - right?

- But I just want to add to your understanding something that gets
brought up further on out in sonship educationÑwhere you get 
that ÔsubtiltyÕ mentioned in the Table of Contents when youÕre in
Level II as that ÒsimpleÓ (one-dimensional) son.

- So in this present dispensation of grace, (far from actual fallen
angels or demons/devils or unclean spirits being used), who are the
actual agents that carry out the persecution, famine, nakedness, peril,
or sword?

- ItÕs done through human beingsÑthrough men and women.

- And my understanding isÑGod comes to a point in the curriculum
where He actually addresses themÑand when He does, He gives them
a particular descriptive title É 
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- Ephesians 2

- Eph. 2:1-2Ñ(the children of disobedience)

- Note:  ÒspiritÓ = the active or essential principle or power
of some frame of mind as operating on or in persons.
The habitual nature of some personÑand one of the
Ôshades of meaningÕ that the word spirit (as itÕs used
in this kind of a context) carries is that when you 
talk about a spirit that works in a manÑyouÕre often
times talking about a man who has entered into 
making plans and going to great lengths to 
accomplish those plans.

- And where did these children of disobedience come from?

- (:3) - Òthe children of wrathÓ

- And notice very carefully what it saysÑPaul is very careful to 
make the distinction between those called Òthe children of 
disobedienceand those called the children of wrath.

- Q:  Were you once a child of disobedience?  NO!

- Look carefully at what he saysÑbecause Paul makes it clear that 
this spirit that NOWwoketh in the children of disobedienceis not
what we are or ever wereÑbecause (:3) starts off with that phrase
Among whom alsoÑ and the truth is, neither us nor any of the saved
saints of the Ephesian assembly were ever children of disobedience!

- It does say that you were children of wrathÑbut it says, When you
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, -you were among, and you walked among
the children of disobedience!

- We all were amongthemÑbut you weren’t one of them!

- That descriptive title (the children of disobedience) is not applied 
to every unjustified/lost individual.

- But we all were by nature the children of wrath, even as othersÑ
and thatÕs an appropriate descriptive title for what each one of us
who are JUEL were when we were unjustified!  
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- And I’m not saying my understanding is 100% in the “bulls-eye”

on this—but if my understanding is correct as far as it goes—what 

you’ve got is—in this group of individuals that are described as the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience—is that there
are decisions that unsaved men make that lead them to the point 
of being useful (and the used) directly by Satan & his PoE.

- And just because you are unsaved, does not make you a child of
disobedience in whom Satan is operating—in whom the prince of the
power of the air, (as the spiritmentioned here) operates.

- And, again, if my understanding is correct, these who are called the
children of disobedienceare ones who were mentioned way back in

Romans 3—as those who actively resist the gospel to the point at 

which they become those ‘self-opposers’ that we talked about.

(Rom. 3:8) - “whose damnation is just” — and there at that

point is where God expects you to stop talking to them any

more—and God stops appealing to them (i.e., there is a 

particular hardening of their heart and a particular opening of

a door for that individual to have the opportunity now to 

become a pawn of Satan’s policy of evil—to become a

child of disobedience.)

- And then you have in II Cor. 4 that statement that the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe notÉ
and ultimately this child of disobediencebecomes one who

is used by the Adversary to resist and oppose what God is

doing!

- And so maybe you can think about these things to gain some insight into 

how (mechanically) these separation tactics of the Adversary are going to 

work in a dispensation where you don’t have Satan and/or his angels having to 

indwell men at all.

- Note:  Don’t get confused over in Eph. 6:12—the issue of “flesh and
blood” — pay attention to the way it’s being said! — Paul’s pointing

us to individuals with flesh and bloodthat we’re going to come up

against, but the point is that it’s really not THEM, themselves that

we're wrestling against—it’s really that spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience!

- (And that’s the kind of “discretion” you’re supped to have as a

young manin Eph. 6!)
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- And then notice how Paul goes on and escalatesthe Òknowledge and 

discretionÓ of the young manÑout in the book of Philippians Ñ

- A classic example of how the foundation of sonship establishment
in Romans 8:28-37 gets built upon and operated upon is right at the
beginning of the book:

- Phil. 1:3-21

- and then in (:27-30)

- What an attitude!!! (straight out of sonship establishment!)

- And the message that goes back to Satan and all those in the
heavenly places is:  You just canÕt win!  (just like in the 
II Cor. 12 passage Most gladly then… Satan, you just canÕt 
win!

- Notice another example of Satanic opposition and resistance that takes place 
through men (men of government and men of the city) - and in all that does 
take place, you have this tremendous sonship attitude (developed in sonship 
establishment and built upon to perfection by the time you get where weÕre 
going to look).

- I Thess. 2:13-20

- And if indeed this refers to something we can go to and check out
in GodÕs word for ourselvesÑ(and I think it is) - then my 
understanding is that you can find this actual even described over in
the book of Acts.  (Paul may have more in mind than this, É)

- Acts 17:1-9

- (:9Ñ security) = the officials in Thessalonica had taken

security of the believersÑmeaning that the believers had to
post a bond (they had to put their money up) in order to get
Paul out of town and agree that he wouldnÕt come back!

- Here youÕve got the government involved (men involved)
to oppose & resist what God is doing!  (no doubt, as those
children of disobedience doing SatanÕs biddingÑeven if
they are unaware of it and think theyÕre perfectly right).

- In fact, these Jews described here were no doubt
of the synagogue!  (vain, religious system!)  and they
manipulated government to get their opposition
accomplished!
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- (And notice in the Acts 17 passage, thereÕs no reference to
Satan being there or of him doing anything!  But Paul said he
was there in the I Thess. passage!)

- And as you go through passages like thisÑand you see the apostle Paul and 
those saints in Ephesus and in Phillipi, and in Colosse, and in Thessalonica all 
enduring the sufferings of the separation tactics of the Satanic policy of evilÑ
and you realize that youÕre talking about a power unlike anything known to 
mortal menÑbut what overcomes it all?  the power of GodÕs sonship 
curriculum effectually working in the hearts of His adopted sons and 
daughters!

- There is no greater power anywhere in the entire universe than this!

- Pitted squarely against Satan and all he can muster against youÑhe loses!

(IF you stay and stand and operate upon these words of your Father!)

- (if time permits)
- II Timothy 1:1-12 (:12) - his mental well-being, not crack, in the face of 
death itselfÑwhatÕs ÔcommittedÕ is his mental health and sanity!  HeÕs faced 
everything else & now heÕs going to face deathÑand heÕs committed his very 
inner man & mind to be able to deal with this final challenge to his sonship 
life and his Ôlove of ChristÕ Ñ and this IS NOT the issue of committing his 
soul and his spirit to God just to be assured that God will take them to 
heavenÑWRONG!!! (that has nothing to do with this!) Ñ the issue is to face 
this last experience of his life that attacks his sonship life, and the issue is for 
him to respond to that with the sonship edification he now has and face it and 
endure it in a godly manner!  (and not fall apart)

- II Tim. 2:8-13

ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ

Romans 8:38-39
38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- (Slide #34)
- We come now to the final 2 verses of Romans chapter 8Ñand the final 2 
verses of what we might call ÒtypicalÓ sonship establishment.
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- And I say ÒtypicalÓ because if you were talking about what a natural
father would do with his natural sonÑthen by the time you get to the
end of Romans chapter 8, you are fully and perfectly established as

a son.

- But since weÕre dealing with being established as sons in this 
particular dispensation of Gentile grace in which we liveÑwe have
some additional information that we have to getÑinformation that
we could call Ònon-typicalÓ sonship establishment informationÑthat
is specifically geared toward the issues of this dispensational change
that our Father has brought in when He suspended His program with
Israel, and began this ÒmysteryÓ dispensation of grace in which we
live.

- And Romans, chapters 9, 10, & 11 deal with critical, Ònon-typicalÓ
type sonship establishment issues that are not only designed for us to
not become confused and tripped up as to which program weÕre in, 
and where our Òwords of understandingÓ are to be found in GodÕs 
word (the Bible) - but that information is also critical to a son who is
to Òperceive the words of understandingÓ because it adds to, and
polishes off his sonship establishmentÑespecially in connection with
gaining and keeping his bearings in connection with what his FatherÕs
business isÑand making sure that you as a son are thinking, living,
and laboring with your Father in the business Ôat handÕ - (and not 
trying to labor in a business of your Father that HeÕs not adopted you
for in the first place!  [Stay out of IsraelÕs business!, in other words.]

- Now while I say the weÕre now finishing off that ÒtypicalÓ aspect
of sonship establishmentÑI want you to understand that even though
itÕs ÔtypicalÕ -it’s still a profound and major accomplishment!

- And thatÕs because (as weÕve said in the past) sonship establishment
is something that takes a huge amount of time to get accomplished;
it brings about some of the most drastic and dramatic changes in your
heart that will ever take place; and itÕs the most difficult thing to get
fully and perfectly accomplished by our Father.

- Just the nature of ÒEstablishmentÓ tells you that = establish
= to institute permanently; to set up on a permanent basis; to
secure in a certain and permanent condition; Ñ and can even
mean, to permanently secure the identity of a person!

- Therefore how this all gets concluded is important, and not to be 
taken lightly!  (in :38-39)
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- Because you really do come to one of those major ÒmarkersÓ that a
father looks for in his son at the very end of sonship establishment.

- And the nature of this sonship ÔmarkerÕ has to do with the effectual
working of all that has been accomplished in sonship establishment,
and has to do with what is supposed to now happen once all those
things have been accomplishedÑin other words, the father is looking
for and listening for something specific that his son should now do
at the very end of all of this sonship establishment.

- (And IÕll get back to that later).

- For nowÑletÕs just remind ourselves about what has been 
accomplished in sonship establishmentÑthat should now have 
produced in your heart what God the Father said of His Son back 
there in Psalm 110:3Ñthat you have Òthe dew of thy youth.Ó

- (Slide #50)

- And what IÕm trying to get across to you is the permanent

nature of both what has been accomplished in your heart;
and the permanent residence of these passages of GodÕs
word that you will carry with you and utilize and draw upon
for the rest of your physical life and for your eternal life!

- II Tim. 2:8-13

- Sonship establishment is designed to make those godly
virtues that gets produced in your heart to have permanent

freshness and vibrancy!

- And by having our Father produce those sonship 
establishment virtues within our hearts by this information
in Romans 8:16-39, He has also made it so that that same
information continually feeds those sonship virtues so that
their dew-like qualities do not evaporateÑbut remain
condensed and settled on our hearts from now on!

- Now I want to come back to something I said earlierÑand that is that when 
you come to the very end of sonship establishment, something is supposed to 
take place by the sonÑsomething that the father is listening forÑthat 
indicates to the father that his son truly has become permanently established 
properlyas his sonÑa ÔmarkerÕ (if you will) - and thatÕs what (:38-39) are 
doingÑand those first 4 words are that very marker the fatherÕs looking for.
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- And in order to get across the nature of this sonship establishment
ÔmarkerÕ Ñ I want to go back to something weÕve talked about in
some detailÑand I want you to recognize from it what you should
anticipate to be this final marker to sonship establishment.

- (Slide # 42 & then #43) - Sonship Commitment Levels

- And what IÕm after here is that at the very end of sonship 
establishmentÑby the nature of what was just previously 
accomplished in all that Ôopen-heart surgeryÕ of those 5 probing
questionsÑand especially in light of that 5th probing questionÑthe
son is supposed to come to a point where he has, (by the effectual
working of what he went through in the 5th probing question), heÕs
supposed to now say something concerning his mind and his heart
being Òfully persuadedÓ of some thingsÑand there is supposed to be
an assessmenttake place by the son of the effectual working of what
his heart is now settled upon, and the power of the effectual working
of the FatherÕs curriculum heÕs going to be instructed inÑso that the
level of commitmenthe now has to undergo that education, and to
never abandon it no matter whatÑall gets stated by the son to the
pleasure and satisfaction of the Father.

- And that final assessment is what takes place here in
Romans 8:38-39!

- And so you have the apostle Paul sayingÑ(and weÕre supposed to be able to 
say it, tooÑbut not just because Paul says it, but because we, too, have 
become fully persuaded for the exact same reasons as Paul) - you can 
honestly say those first 4 words of (:38) -  For I am persuaded, É 

- And then you have a listing of some thingsÑ(10 things).

- And when you look at those 10 things, what do you perceive about
that listing?

- 1)  They occur in groups of 2Õs and 3ÕsÑcouplets and
triplets.

- 2)  They are things that sweep back over the entire scope
of sonship establishment.

- And as I said before, itÕs as if you could take that 3x5 card and 
cover up the list of 10 thingsÑand for now, you need to think about
what you would say in your own heart that you are ÒpersuadedÓ of
after verses 35-37 have done their job.
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- Now before we look at the details of (:38-39), I want to talk a little about the 
overall design of what these final 2 verses of chapter 8 doÑand the nature of 
their effectual working as I understand them.

- And what I mean by the natureof these 2 verses isÑmy understanding is 
that (:38 & 39) are designed to be very soberingin their nature.

- (:38 & 39), based upon the effectual working of (:36 & 37), come along and 
calm all of the anticipated fear that (:35) has produced!

- And this is one of the reasons why it was so necessary for you to take time to 
thoughtfully consider each one of those 7 things in (:35) - and feel the fear 
they put into your soul.

- What takes place (in view of the effectual working of [:35]) is that all those 
things listed there goes right through your spirit and into your soulÑbecause 
each one of those categories that the Adversary operates in that are listed 
there Ñ thatÕs where they operate:  in your soul.

- Each one of those things has the capacity to move out of your human spiritÑ
and not just be something that you Ôthink aboutÕ Ñ but something that goes 
into the core of your being (your soul) -and can wreck havoc there!

- Which is why you canÕt just think about these things as an academic
exerciseÑbut that that Adversary is a fear-merchant!

- And what you end up with in (:38-39) is the effectual working of (:36-37) 
coming along and saying:  THE FEAR CAN BE HANDLED! Ñthe 
intimidation can be dealt with!

- The issue is not that thereÕs not going to be any fear or any
intimidationÑbecause there isÑthose are the Ôtrump cardsÕ of that
AdversaryÑand heÕs got the right to ÔplayÕ themÑand when he does,
itÕs going to have that fear/intimidating affect upon you.

- But the issue isÑwhen (:38) comes along and says:  For I am
persuadedÉ  Ñ and notice that it doesnÕt say:  For I am convinced,
or For I am assuredor For I am confident of the fact É it doesnÕt
come along and use any of those synonymous type termsÑeven 
though it is dealing with the issue of a fundamental conviction of 
your inner man (and conviction is what all those synonyms type 
words of convictionhave in common) Ñ but persuasionis a very
context-sensitive word!
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- Granted, it can refer to an academic-type persuasionÑbecause you
can be persuaded logically on the basis of something in an 
argumentÑbut thatÕs NOT what this is!

- This is the issue of the soul being ÔrattledÕ - and the soul being
ÔshakenÕ - and the soul being disturbed and bothered and distressed.

- And when that happens to the soulÑthe soul appeals to the spirit,
and more or less cries out, HELP! Ñ and itÕs looking for the spirit
to be able to Ôreign things inÕ - and to be able to get control over the
situationÑand to be able to produce a PEACE in the inner man.

- And the issue isÑthat when (:36-37) do their jobÑthey provide the
spirit with the ability to come along and say, I can handle it when the
soul gets out of control:  IÕm persuaded that when these things affect
my inner manÑand my inner man starts falling apart at the seams; 
and the temptation is to ÒfaintÓ and to run scared like a terrified
individualÑand to crumble under the pressure of this and want to
Ôthrow in the towelÕ and say I donÕt want this any more Ñ then the
spirit can come along and say, IÕve got something to handle this
withÑand to calm you downÑand to see you through it!

- Therefore, my understanding is that (:38-39) is the very antithesis of what 
(:35) tells you that the Adversary is going to try to do to you Ñ and after all 
that crash and clang and turmoil and furor and tumult that has been going on 
in in your soulÐ it comes to this pointÑand in light of what (:36 & 37) said, 
(:38-39) are the calming, peacefulness of mindÑor the tranquilizing affect 
(and I mean that in a good way) upon the soul because a full persuasionof the 
mind has now taken place.

- And (:38-39) are the sobering information, and thinking, and sober
confidence that youÕre supposed to realize that you presently have in
your possessionÑeven before the whole thing starts! Ñ so that 
youÕve got it Ôin reserveÕ already Ñ and so that you can then 
implement it when, in the curriculum, you actually come to the point
where you start dealing with the AdversaryÑand you start 
experiencing real tribulation at his handsÑand real distressthat
heÕs producedÑand real persecution that heÕs behindÑand so
forth and so on.

- And youÕre able to therefore operate on that ÔbrickÕ thatÕs in the
foundation of your sonship establishment that produced within you
from the beginning the realization that the information youÕre going
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… to be given, at the time when you go through these things—IS the

information that’s going to be able to put your soul “at ease”— when

what the Adversary’s done has got you full of fear and trembling and

crying like a baby—and you want your ‘mommy’!  

- So (:38-39) are the ‘calm after the storm’ - (so to speak) - this last sentence 

of Romans chapter 8 is what my quivering, quaking soul, (caused by the 

affects of verse 35), and then through the effectual working of (:36-37) now 

needs to be told and needs to express.

- And even though this may sound somewhat repetitious—you need to hear 

these things again—and have them fresh in your mind—because it’s those 

very things we’ve just been going over  that makes it so you have some insight 

into why the things that get mentioned in (:38-39) are what they are!

- And all that means, therefore, that this list of 10 things here—aren’t just a 

‘slapped-together’ listing of things—they aren’t just random thoughts—nor 

are they even a ‘smattering’ of issues that we’ve covered in sonship 

establishment thrown together in a way so as to poetically end the whole 

thing.

- These 10 things are not even a way in which the apostle Paul goes

about stringing some things together in a way in which you’re 

supposed to realize the simple matter of them being an “all-inclusive”

range of topics—(or that it’s just a way of indicating the all-

inclusiveness of the godly remedy) for what could happen.

- No.  By going over the nature of what goes on throughout this final

aspect of sonship establishment—that sets your thinking, and puts 

your thinking in the position so that you realize that these 10 things

listed here—Paul is being very focused—he has some very specific

things in mind when he lists these things.

- Because if he simply wanted to be “inclusive” (in the sense of being

generally inclusive) - he could have done it in a far easier manner 

than what (:38-39) says.

- So that means that if Paul is dealing with some particular/specific areas of 

focus—then there must be something in what he’s saying that has a direct 

connection back to those things he mentioned in (:35), especially.

- So the thing for you to do now—is to start thinking about those

expressions (and those couplets and triplets) in the sense of how they

are a focused issue coming out of that final probing question.
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- And itÕs so critical thatÑ(once again)Ñ that the effectual working
of (:35-37) has done the job theyÕre designed to do in your inner man
Ñ because as Paul makes this assessment of his sonship life under
the influence of the Satanic Policy of Evil, his focus is upon what has
just taken place in his human spirit and in his soul as heÕs faced up to
undergoing that ÔscopeÕ listing of (:35).

- And really what (:38-39) are all about is an assessment of your
sonship life under the influence of the Satanic Policy of EvilÑitÕs
just that focusedÑitÕs not random things, or an Òall inclusiveÓ range
of topics for what bad things could happen to you.

- In other words, (:38-39) arenÕt merely thoughtful 
contemplation of your life as a son, whereby youÕre going to
have to face some bad thingsÑkind of like, ÔLife is tough, so
you might as well get used to itÕ - or, ÔLife just isnÕt fair, so
you had better rely on God, and someday, youÕll understand
why all this stuff happened to you.Õ

- No.  This is the natural assessment of being told (in 
advance) by your Father what youÕre going to face from the 
policy of evilÑand as youÕve gone through the process of the
godly remedy of (:36-37) Ñ the ÒjobÓ that I talk about that
these verses are supposed to have done is that they have not
just been ÔthoughtÕ aboutÑbut that they have moved out of
your thinking (out of your human spirit) and into your soul,
and you have been put in that Ôvirtual realityÕ that GodÕs
word has the capacity to do to you (like the old ÔNews 
ReelsÓ :  ÒAnd you were there!Ó)Ñand you realize that 
when it comes to this assessmentyouÕre making now, the
things that are listed in (:38-39) are all issues that have to do
with the powerand the rangeand the focused areas of 
operation, of resistance, and of oppositionof the 
AdversaryÕs policy of evilÑall of which youÕve had occur to 
your thinkingÑand all of which you realize (or should 
realize) has the capacity to separate you from the love of 
ChristÑall of which you are now persuadedthat the 
curriculum that your Father has written can handle Ñ to the 
tune of Romans 8:28, and 8:37Ñand without one iota of 
human, fleshly, carnal bravado, you can say, This love of 
Christ I now have is the greatest thing in my life, and 
nothing can separate me from it!
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- And so much of you passing this ÔmarkerÕ of being ÒpersuadedÓ that
these things are so (for the reasons that you are to intelligently 
understand & appreciate) - so much of this depends upon you having
had your soul ÒshakenÓ by feeling what itÕs like to have tribulation,
distress, persecution (and the rest)that is produced by the Satanic
Policy of EvilÑand only because of your stand for and putting into
practice of your sonship life!  (the fear & turmoil)  

- And I know this is repetitiousÑand I know that weÕve gone over 
and over thisÑbut just ask yourself:  Could I have come up with all
10 of those things listed in (:38-39) if I had never read them before?

- And when you look at themÑdo you readily perceive what each one
is; why it is brought up; and how it fits in to being one of those areas
of resistance/opposition of the Satanic Policy of Evil?

- And this is so dependant upon that little Ôvirtual realityÕ exercise of
vs. 35-36Ñwhere, after you have had your soul shaken to itÕs core by
(:35), you then recognize that parallel ÒAs it is writtenÓ concept that 
the remnant of Israel will face (and thatÕs recorded back there in Psa.
44) - whereby they come to the point (after that confusion hits them)
where they are taken back to something that they were taught 
previouslyÑ(and so are we:  weÕre taken back to Romans 8:28-30), 
and then the sober reality of For thy sakebegins the remedy process,
and then youÕre given some additional, mind-blowing information in
(:37) that deals with the Satanic opposition to a degree that you could
never had imagined unless you were told it right there!

- And I bring all this up again, to once again say that you canÕt pass this 
ÔmarkerÕ if all youÕve got is carnal bravadoÑbecause if thatÕs all youÕve got, 
then youÕre going to be like what the Father tells his son back in the book of 
Proverbs:

- When your spirit has been Ôganged up onÕ by your soul (and by your
body Ñ& joins forces with your soul) - and in a sense, the tactics of
the policy of evil is to actually turn your soul against youÑand if all
youÕve got is carnal bravado, itÕs just like youÕre told in 
- Proverbs 24:10ÑIf thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength

    is small.

- The issue isnÕt that you havenÕt got any strengthÑbut that you 
havenÕt got it as strong and as powerful as itÕs supposed to beÑand
it gets developed over a period of time spent having GodÕs word do
itÕs full, effectual workÑand not short-cutting it in any way!
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- And the Father tells His son this because HeÕs admonishing
him to go back and get that strengthto the degree it needs to
beÑbecause itÕs only going to get worsefrom here on in!

- And so we come to the first 4 words of (:38)  ÒFor I am persuadedÓ Ñ and 
weÕve come back now to the issue of the human spiritÑbecause the soul has 
no answersÑall it can do is complainÑand your body canÕt think, all your 
body can do is reactÑand the only thing that can think, and the only thing 
that can take control of the situation is the spirit!

- But the issue is, therefore, that the spirit has to be able to come along and 
grasp a-hold of something when the soul & body is ganging up on it and not 
crumble under that pressure and give in to that ÔwedgeÕ that being driven into 
itÑand ÒfaintÓ and say, Ok, I give upÑand the only way to solve this 
problem is to stop Ñ and separatefrom this thing thatÕs the focus of all this 
trouble IÕm in.

- And the point isÑthe only thing that will make it so that the spirit wonÕt 
say that is for it to be able to be PERSUADEDÑthat itÕs got something to 
operate upon that can handle whatÕs going on in the soul!

- And the only way it can be persuadedthat it can handle
something thatÕs going on in the soulÑis to be able to look at
that information thatÕs been given in connection with the soul
in a state of distress!!!

- And thatÕs why itÕs so important to recognize that if any son looks
at the things listed in (:35) in only an academic wayÑwith no 
direct connection with the soulÑthen he is NOT going to be able
to be as persuadedas (:38 & 39) saysÑ(persuadedthat his FatherÕs 
curriculum can handle those matters, and that he can, by means of 
that curriculum, handle those matters as a son!)

- In fact, if all heÕs got is that academic understanding, then heÕs 
going to be unpleasantlysurprisedÑwhen he actually starts 
experiencing Adversarial tribulation, Adversarial distress, 
Adversarialpersecution, Ñ and he finds those Ôfiery dartsÕNOT
being quenched, and burning right into his soul!

- IÕm saying all thisÑjust to try to get you to see the kind of powerÑor the 
powerfulnessof coming to this final statement of your sonship establishment 
whereby a full persuasionof your spirit has taken placeÑand you can say 
that with honesty and with confidence and with full persuasionof mind!
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- Because the truth of the matter isÑ(:35-39) [the 5th probing 
question] is a whole new ballgameÑthe Adversary Ôups the anteÕ (so 
to speak).

- HeÕs got the capacity to turn a son into a coward!

- And IÕm not talking about a ÔfoolishÕ sonÑIÕm not talking
about a disobedient sonÑor any of those kind of things that
a father deals with his son about in the opening part of 
Proverbs (for instance) Ñ but IÕm talking about dealing with
the kind of things in which a son would ÒfaintÓ in the day of
adversityÑ because his Adversary has scared the living 
daylights out of him!

- ThatÕs why, when you look at what (:36) saysÑ
none of that is something that someone would do to
you who is only mildly ÔpeevedÕ at you!

- That Adversary want to ÔruptureÕ and permanently
damage your inner man!

- NowÑto bring it back to the issue of (:38-39) - thatÕs why your human spirit 
has got to be able to, (on the basis of what :28-30 has said), be persuadedthat, 
built into that curriculum (to go along with the AdversaryÕs ploys and tactics 
within that Policy of Evil) - is information that can ÒdealÓ with this (and thatÕs 
putting it mildly) - because weÕre not talking about ÔdealingÕ with it in the 
sense of being able to ÒtolerateÓ itÑbut issue is that thereÕs information within 
the curriculum thatÕs designed to handle the Policy of Evil.

- (Not just the information as a wholeÑbecause PaulÕs not talking
about the information as a wholeÑheÕs got a particular focus, once
again, and thereÕs some particular categories of focus that gets 
mentioned in (:38-39), which is why theyÕre said the way they are.)

- But the issue is, and the focus of what Paul is after is:  that the
curriculum has got some information in it thatÕs going to be able to
make it so that these things that we are going to be experiencing from
the Policy of Evil fit in to the issue of us being conformed to the 
image of GodÕs own Son.

- And itÕs right at that point where your spirit now has some 
information to bring that distressed soul (thatÕs screaming at it) back 
from the brink of itÕs rebellion.
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- That’s where that sobering thinking I talk about all the time—that’s

where it starts to take place.

- And in view of this context of (:35-37) doing it’s job of having us

(in a foretaste manner) experience our soul beginning to rebel—and

then our human spirit comes along and says:  … I know something.

- I know something based upon what my Father said about

the curriculum—that this is NOT out of it’s range—this is

not beyond it’s scope—this, too, fits in!

- And therefore, the focus moves back from that soul that is

in such turmoil, to the human spirit that now has something

operating within it—that will allow it so that it doesn’t have

to be dictated to by the soul—and therefore both the soul,

and the body, can be brought under control.

- And really it’s only when you grab hold of that more than 
conquerorconcept of (:37) - and you allow that to grow and grow

and develop into the kind of godly remedy it’s designed to be—that’s

when you’re now ready for (because you have actually become it), 

for stating what you have become in your human spirit:

38  For I am persuaded, É

- And the fact that the more than conquerorissue has to be true, (and

is true), is enough information in and of itself to produce the adequate 

and measured, effectual working for persuasionof mind that the

spirit can get hold of and respond to, to a panicking soul— and not be 

dictated to by it—there’s enough of that understanding, and enough 

of that conviction to be able to declare the sober persuasionthat in

(:38-39) gets declared by the apostle Paul himself.

- And it’s able to be said—in the same way that Paul said it!

- So therefore we can talk about what it means to be persuadedfrom that 

standpoint of doing a word study and dictionary definition type thing.

- Perf. Pass. Ind. pei,qw = to persuade, to induce one by words to 

believe, to tranquillize …

- Web. 1828 = to influence by argument; to draw or incline the will

to a determination by presenting motives to the mind; to convince by

argument.
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- Crabbs = we are convincedby arguments, but we are persuadedby 

personal influence (hence our little exercise of Rom. 8:35-37) -

persuasionis accomplished not so much by argument, but by drawing

a persons to be persuaded—persuadedalso indicates that a certain

course is determined to be followed—we are convinced of truths and

facts, but we are persuaded to act & behave—you’re persuaded to do

something!  (to go on—to not give up—to endure suffering, etc)

- But I think it’s far more important to go through what we just did, in order to 

gain an appreciation for what being persuadedmeans within the context of our 

sonship establishment—especially within the final, 5th probing question!

(Mini review)

- Romans 8:38-39 is a son’s final response to his Father as his sonship 

establishment comes to a close—and it is the next volitional testing point; the 

next ‘marker’ that a son has to pass before going on to the next thing.

- And because of the nature of what the son has been given, information-wise, 

throughout his sonship establishment—and especially in the final component 

of sonship establishment (:28-37) - and even more specifically, in this 5th and 

final probing question (:35-37)—because of all of that—the son is now 

supposed to respond to his Father - and from a heart that has now been 

convinced & assured of the superiority of the curriculum for his education 

he’s about to receive from his Father as His son (and with sonship 

intelligence, be convinced & assured as to the superior power, and superior 

ability, and superior capacity, and superior wisdom of it) - the son is now to 

respond with the godly virtuous attitude and godly confidencethat’s been 

developed in him, he’s to now respond to his Father and say, “Father, I am 
persuaded… that nothing is able to separate me from this love of Christ (this 

sonship life) that I now have.”

- But this honest assessment is more focused than that—because what (:38-39) 

are doing—they are stating the honest, intelligent, godly assessment of your 
sonship life under the influence of the Satanic Policy of Evil.

- And that assessment takes into consideration everything you’ve 

come to understand and appreciate from the beginning of your sonship

establishment (:16 ff) [in general] — but more specifically, and more

focused, it takes into consideration especially the 5th probing 

question.

- And I say it that way—because to be able to honestly and 

confidently say what (:38-39) say, you’re thinking is going to be taken 

to things you learned about in (:16-25), as well as the effectual 

working of (:35-37—5th prob. quest.)
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- So in light of everything thatÕs been accomplished in your heart throughout 
sonship establishmentÑwhen you assess your sonship life under the influence 
of the Satanic Policy of Evil that would have you separated from the love of 
ChristÑyou are to tell your Father, ÒFather, I am persuaded ÉÓ

- And if you had to be persuadedÑwhat does that imply?

- It implies that there was some measure of doubt or unbeliefÑand
the truth of the matter is, if all you were told was whatÕs sitting in
(:35), you would find it very hard to believe that the curriculum for
your sonship education can handle everything thatÕs at the disposal
of the Adversary to pry you away from and separateyou from the
love of Christ.

- Because your soul is in such a state of turmoil as it feels the
fear of those 7 separation tactics of (:35) - that it would just
be crushed under that pressure all on its own (or even by
trying to utilize any competing wisdom of this worldÑitÕs
just not adequate to handle all of that)!

- But our Father has told us some things that brings the whole thing
back from the soul and into the spiritÑand the things the Father has
told you are sitting back there in (:28-30) and in (:36-37)!

- And by saying what our Father has been saying to usÑand by all
that our Father has been doing to our hearts from (:16) right down to
this point in (:38) Ñ He has been driving at this issue all alongÑHeÕs
been adjusting and producing certain attitudes; HeÕs developed this
deep-set love of Christ; HeÕs been producing certain godly virtues;
and itÕs all been driving you to make this final declaration:

ÒFather, I am persuaded ÉÓ

- And that means that by the very nature of being ÒpersuadedÓ that
doubtand unbeliefhave been driven out and replaced by godly
attitudes of confidence, assurance, conviction, and now persuasion!

- And when you have become persuadedof somethingÑthere has
been a series of issues presented to your mind and has influenced the
way you think (godly thinking:  thinking like God does) - but to be
persuadedindicates more than thatÑit also indicates that you have
determined to follow a certain courseÑyou have determined to
operateupon what your mind is now persuadedto do (godly living:
living like God does) - and thatÕs exactly what you are about to do!
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- And when you are persuaded(in this kind of a context) - you will

forfeit the most precious thing you have rather than be separated from

the love of Christ:  your physical life!  (You’d rather die than quit on

your sonship education!)

- And the truth of the matter is—when Paul says, “For I am 
persuaded” — that's exactly what your Heavenly Father wants to 

hear you say—and for the same reasons:

“Father, You’ve persuadedme—by the information you’ve

given me—information that I’ve thought about carefully; 

deliberated about—and by all the evidence that You’ve 

presented about the perfection and the power of the

curriculum, and all the thought and wisdom and work you put 

into it from eternity past—and You’ve given me a sober 

understanding of what I’m going to face from my enemies, 

and what my needs are going to be in order for me to be 

successful—by all that effectually working in my heart:  

You’ve persuadedme!

- And that’s so critical—because there is a natural resistance to 

believing what Paul says here—and all that natural resistance has now

been overcome—and that’s why it’s so important for Paul to end it

with “For I am persuaded” - and for you ending it with “For I am
persuaded” too.

- And if you say, “You know what?  If I’m honest with 

myself, I’m not persuaded” — then you know that youÕre 
not ready to go on!

- 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
  39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature É.

- Now we get this ‘list’ of these 10 categories that kind of 

encapsulates your life as a son—from the time in which you qualify

for coming under the Satanic Policy of Evil—but if you think about it

carefully—even though these 10 things all still have the capacity to

            “separate” you from (what’s now going to be called) “the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” — if you think about it:  these 10

things aren’t just a further list of the 7 things mentioned in (:35), are

they?  — i.e., Paul’s not just reiterating those things, nor is he adding

to that list—but there’s something else going on here—what is it?

Page 1187Romans 8:14-39



- My understanding is that these 10 things listed here are all areas
under the control of the Adversary through which all of the 7 things
listed in (:35) are going to be brought upon you!

- These are SatanÕs Ôdelivery systemsÕ (so to speak).

- These arenÕt just an all-inclusive way of saying ÒNothing in all of
creation is able to separate me from the love of GodÉÓ  (This isnÕt
Paul just using ÔhyperboleÕ or exaggeration for emphasis or effect!)

- This is where that ÒfocusÓ comes in that IÕve been talking
aboutÑthese are far more focused than that!

- Notice again that Satan is never mentioned in any of thisÑand 
thatÕs by designÑ(by his design) Ñ because heÕs designed this so 
that youÕll never confront him, one-on-one Ñ youÕll never deal with 
him directlyÑyouÕll always have to deal with his ÔhenchmenÕ!

- These 10 things are his ÔturfÕ or his ÔbailiwickÕ (so to speak) - they
are the range of areas in which he has authority to operate and to
influence a person!  (These are areas of legal control, authority, and
influence of the Adversary.)

- And my understanding is that itÕs critical that you view 
them from just that perspectiveÑfrom that kind of narrowed
focusas you consider all of them.

- And reallyÑwhat youÕre doing is (once again) viewing
them as the AdversaryÕs Ôdelivery systemsÕ from the
point-perspective of your FatherÑas He views them in 
light of putting the whole sonship curriculum together with 
all of them in mindÑand still writing that curriculum with 
the kind of strength and capacity and ability to overpower and
overcome SatanÕs resistance and opposition of you having to 
put your sonship life into practice in the very Ôstomping 
groundÕ of that AdversaryÑand to be successfulin doing so, 
no matter what he does in response to your sonship life!

- So letÕs look at these 10 things and, in light of agreeing that they arenÕt 
hyperbole, but they are far more focused as to areas from which Satan will 
bring resistance and opposition to our sonship education to the tune of 
separating us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our LordÑletÕs 
examine them in light of them having that kind of focus to them.
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- And they do have some ÔgroupingsÕ to themÑwhereby weÕve come
to already appreciate that they occur in these groupings of 2Õs and 3Õs.
(Or couplets and triplets)

- My understanding is that they are grouped in the following way:

1)  neither death, nor life,

2)  nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,

3)  nor things present, nor things to come,

4)  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,

- So the groupings go: 2 (couplet)
3 (triplet)
2 (couplet)
3 (triplet)     - (4 groupings)

- And I think we have to be very clear and very careful hereÑin that
when it comes to us dealing with these things, a couple of very critical
things have to be kept in mind in order to not get off track here and go
off dealing with these thing improperly.

- For one thing, you have to realize that by the nature of what
(:38-39) are designed to do, (i.e., to be an assessment of our
sonship life in a nutshell under the influence of the Satanic
Policy of Evil) Ñ that what you DONÕT have here is the
apostle Paul introducing anything newÑand by that I mean
that these 10 things listed here are not to be thought of as 
some new doctrine or new doctrinal concepts at all!

- WeÕre not to look at them as ÒdoctrineÓ or separate
categories of doctrineÑor even as some kind of
doctrinal advancement!

- And another thing to bear in mind is that because this is a
final assessment of information already coveredÑthat means
when it comes to dealing with this listÑthere must be 
something already sitting within the realm of the information
that weÕve dealt with (or that weÕve been given to deal with)
that would kind of Ôframe things upÕ for us to be able to say
what (:38-39) says.

- Does that make sense?  Do you see that?
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- And the other thing to keep in mind is that (if my 
understanding is correct) - youÕre dealing with general
things Ñ that is, youÕre not supposed to come along and be
thinking about all of the ways deathcould bring about us 
being separated from the love of God; or life, or angels, or
principalities, etc., and try to come up with a whole bunch of
ways or a bunch of detailsthat each one of the 10 would have
to them that would bring about our being separated from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- In other words, they are all generalÑand your Father only
expects you to be able to think about them that wayÑbecause
the truth is, you donÕt have enough understanding yet to be
able to come up with the details concerning each one of them.

- But the issue is, youÕve been told enough information by
now that you can (and you should) be able to recognize that
by what youÕve been told, that you can think of each one of
these 10 general things as issues concerning the arenas by
which the Adversary will work (by which he will produce
the 7 things listed in [:35]) from which he will attempt to
separate us from the love of God, É 

- Now with all that in mindÑit really is as though your Father comes
to (:38) and says, ÒOk, in view of all that IÕve just gone over with
you, you should now be able to say, ÔFor I am persuadedÕ and then
you fill in the blanks.Ó Ñ in other words, you should be able to 
come along and after that first comma in (:38) you should be able to
say the exact same thingsÑ(even if you didnÕt say it word for word,
you should be able to say it in enough of the same similar sense; and
with similar expressions; and dealing with similar issues with a
similar focus in our thinking; and with similar persuasiveness that
we would say the exact same things).

- So as we deal with these thingsÑyour mind should be going back
(as you read down through :38-39), your mind should be going back
over the information you now have effectually working in your inner
man so that when you get to (:38) saying, ÒFor I am persuadedÓ, you
should say, So am I!

- And so when He comes along and starts the list off with Òneither
death, nor life,Ó Ñ we shouldnÕt pause and say, Now why did He
say that?
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- We should come along, and be able toÑwith genuine, 
mutual understandingÑsay, Yes, I agree, neither death, nor
lifeÑand when he goes on to say, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, we say, Yes, thatÕs the next logical
thing for me to say, so I concur with you and can say it with
the same measure of conviction that you say itÑand then,
nor things present, nor things to come,and we say Yup, Paul,
I recognize the reality of that as wellÑNor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature,Yeah, Paul, that caps it all offÑand
none of those things shall be able to separate me from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- So that means that if you confront something said here and say, Why
did he say that? Ñ that means youÕve missed something & your
appreciation for it isnÕt as strong as it should be.

- So nowÑas you evaluate your sonship life; and as you make this final 
assessment of it under the affects and influence of the Satanic Policy of EvilÑ
and as you reflect back upon your sonship establishment and this 5th probing 
question:  what does that first couplet bring to your mind?

- For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, É

- deathÑ well, for one thing, thatÕs something directly stated in (:35)
that we may well face under the policy of evil.

- But more than that, deathis a major area of operation thatÕs
still in the hands of the Adversary.

- And even though deathhas no more fear for me where my
eternal life is concerned (IÕm not afraid that if I die IÕll go to
hell/lake of fire any moreÑthatÕs all a settled matter) Ñ but
there are some things about my sanctified, sonship life that 
could induce real fearin me when I think about death.

- And without the curriculum being able to handle those type
of thingsÑthere are circumstances (as a son) that could arise 
whereby I would be afraid that deathcould separate me from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- But the issue is my Father thought of thatÑprovided for that
Ñ and the curriculum has the capacity and the ability for that
to not be a separationissue, even if that Adversary takes my 
life!
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- The curriculum my Father wrote and has given to me has
information in it that can handle the issue of my deathasa
sonso that no matter when it may take place as a result of the
policy of evilÑI am more than a conqueror through him
that loved me, even in death!  (And thatÕs included in the
Òall thingsÓof (:28-30) working together with the curriculum
for my good.

- I am persuaded that my Father has thought of that, provided
for thatÑand that it shall not be able to separate me from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus my Lord.

- And now for deathÕscounterpart in this first couplet:  

- nor life Ñ ?anyone? Ñ well, life is going to be lived out in the
ÔbackyardÕ or Ôstomping groundÕ of the AdversaryÑheÕs the Ôprince
of this worldÕ- and heÕs charted a course for this worldÑand heÕs
got a ready ally in me (my flesh) - and along with all that, heÕs
concocted this strange womanthat will attempt to entice and allure
me away from (separateme from) my FatherÕs words and my 
FatherÕs wisdomÑand I recognize by all that IÕve gone though in my
sonship orientation and sonship establishment (and especially in the
5th probing question) has made it so that even though I readily
recognize that sin is still in my members, and that I have to live my
sonship life in enemy territory (so to speak), even life as the arena
for this battle to be fought wonÕt end up separating me from the
love of GodÑif I stand firm upon the words and effectual working of
those words, and stay with the curriculum HeÕs written for me!

- I have to live as one who is killed all the day long; and as
one accounted as a sheep for the slaughterÑbut it is ÒFor thy
sakeÓ and again, the more than conqueror issue is real and
trueÑjust as is the issue of all things working together for
good!

- I AM PERSUADED, FATHER, THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFEÉ 

- And now for that first triplet:

- nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,

- Truth is, this is the very first time any 3 of these terms have ever 
been used by Paul!  (But weÕre not puzzled by it at all, are we?)
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- These terms donÕt happen in a vacuumÑnor do PaulÕs epistles 
(or this dispensation of grace) happen in a vacuum.

- And my understanding is that all 3 of these terms are talking about
beings, and governmental/rulership realms out in the heavenly places.

- My understanding is that the principalitiesand powers
mentioned here are not earthly, theyÕre heavenly.

- This is talking about the angelic beings that are under the
control of the AdversaryÑand the positions of rulership in
which they operate.

- And I knew some things about these beings and the realm in which
they operateÑand how that they can bring influence to bear upon this
earthÑbefore I ever got to RomansÑand now all that understanding
and appreciation has been built upon by revealing the mystery aspect
of the creature and how that IÕm going to be (as a son) utilized by my
Father to liberate the creature from the bondage of corruption that 
those beings have brought out there in the heavenly placesÑand my
Father has designed for me to be put in the positions they now
occupy!

- And your thinking should be taken back to Romans 8:19-23,
and by what you were told thereÑyou should know very well
why these beings mentioned here and the positions they
operate in would be a major area from which the Policy of
Evil would want to, and attempt to separate me from the love
of God.

- And my understanding is that youÕre not expected to come along at this point 
and say,  Now what is it that an angelcould do, that would be different from 
what a principality would do, and would be different than what a powercould 
do?

- At this particular point, I donÕt think your concern is supposed to be to that 
degree.

- But your concern is to be one that is to recognize that angels, principalities, 
and powersform a particular focusof attention.

- Because thereÕs a common bond amongst themÑand thereÕs a common 
realization you have, (in connection with the Policy of Evil), that causes you 
to think about themÑand think about their involvement in connection with the 
AdversaryÕs desire to separate you from the love of Christ/God.
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- Later on, you will have reason to think more discriminatingly about

them—(Ephesians 6, for example—when you put on the whole
armour of God) - and you get a lot more detail for you to have some 

far greater intelligent understanding of these things than you do here.

- And you’ll be given some additional information at that time that

will allow for you to understanding some of the differences between

what a principality is and what a power is—but right now, that’s not

the issue.

- But you do have, by now, reason to think about them.

- And as I said earlier—this is the very first time the apostle Paul mentions 

angels—(and really it’s the first time he’s mentioned all 3) — but my point is 

that Paul has already talked about something that naturally has them 
involved!

- And you do already know (from your knowledge of God’s program with 

Israel) something concerning the one who wants to separate you from the love 

of Christ—and that is:  that heÕs not alone!

- He’s got his cohorts & henchmen.

- And therefore when they’re all brought up here in (:38), that shouldn’t 

surprise you.

- But more than that—you should have a reason in mind for why you would 

think about them as a general area (or better, from a source) from which the 

temptation to be separated from the love of Christ might come!

- And you should know by now that their ability to cause separation

from the love of Christ is no bluff—as (:35) can attest to—and these

henchmen of the Adversary are the one’s I’m going to have to deal

with—and they have some very aggressive and powerful means at

their disposal to attempt to separate me from the love of Christ—but

again, I’m to be persuadedby what my Father has told me, that at the

very point in time in which they will be qualified to try it—my Father

will have the information right there in the curriculum, right where

I’m at when I need it and effectually working in my inner man—and

make it so that even those powerful entities and the sources from 

which they will come shall not separate me from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus my Lord!  
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- I AM PERSUADED, FATHER, THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR 
ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR POWERS, É

- So thatÕs 2 of the general sources that our minds should go toÑand that we 
can put our finger on in the information weÕve just gone over in our sonship 
establishmentÑthat we should come up with as general sourcesfrom which 
the influence of the Satanic Policy of Evil will comeÑbut that weÕre fully 
persuadedthat as long as we stay with and operate upon our FatherÕs 
curriculum for sonship edification, none of them shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God.

- And now for the 3rd source of influence from the Policy of Evil that the 
Adversary can utilize to produce the tactics that could separate us from the 
love of Christ.

- The second ÔcoupletÕ É

- nor things present, nor things to come,

- So why would this come to mind as a source of influence from the Policy of 
Evil that could separate us from the love of Christ?  (Can you say, YesÑI 
concur with you, Paul, because I would have to say this same thingÑbecause 
IÕve been thinking of this due to some information IÕve been told about in my 
sonship establishment. Ñ can you say that?)

- We know that when we think about what we went through in the 5th probing 
question of (:35-37) - that things were covered there that contributes to why, 
when we make this assessment of our sonship life under the influence of the 
policy of evilÑthat we would have to say something about Òthings present, 
things to comeÓ

- And thereÕs a couple of issues that weÕve touched upon that would naturally 
come to mind hereÑand that you would naturally then perceive as being 
further sources of influence from the AdversaryÕs policy of evil.

- But my understanding is that when you think about those two expressions: 
things present, things to comeÑboth of those phrases beg us to consider an 
issue that, while the exact term isnÕt used here, you nevertheless have to be 
thinking about it just by the nature of the phrasesÑwhat is it?

- TIME!

- Present timeÑand future time (things present, things to come)
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- And if my understanding is correct—there are some aspects

concerning time that are (so to speak) ‘under heavy influence’ from

the Satanic policy of evil—and in fact can be some very powerful

means at the Adversary’s disposal to bring about such things upon

us that could cause us to become separated from the love of Christ.

- So much so that you could almost say that natural time was on 

the Adversary’s side—and works against you.

- Satan is very skilled at manipulating your time!  (sluggard—waste

of time—wasting time—killing time)

- And you have some important information sitting back in 

the book of Proverbs that goes to a son who knows how to 

spend time wisely, and not waste time on worthless pursuits.

- But more important and germane to our context, there is both something 

near this passage (in the 5th probing question), and something a bit more 

remote, but still within the information comprising our sonship establishment 

that takes into consideration each of these expressions:

1)  things present—Romans 8:18—the sufferings of this present time.

2)  things to come—Romans 8:35—the sonship sufferings that will 

occur in a time “to come” when we qualify for coming under these 

type sufferings.

- And in connection with things present, and things to come—we 

have produced in us that salvationof hopethat’s mentioned in

Romans 8:24-25 — But if we hope for that we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it.

- And by these 2 expressions—our minds should be taken to those areas in our 

sonship establishment where we’ve been given information that makes us 

realize that we’ve got to live out our sonship lives in time, on this earth—and 

therefore all of the sufferings we’re going to face (both the sufferings of this 
present time, and the future sonship sufferings) that occur in the general 

‘course of this world’ that the Adversary has charted for this world—that my 

Father has assured me in both this hopeHe’s generated in me; as well as the 

reality/confidence/assurance/conviction of Rom. 8:28 & 8:37 effectually 

working in my inner man—that this ‘time-source’ influence from the policy 

of evil—as long as I operate upon the curriculum my Father has written for 

my sonship education—it cannot succeed in separating me from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus my Lord!
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- My Father has geared me and the curriculum for my success as His

son—and I’m not talking about success as a Christian just getting to

the grave without my faith being shaken or anything along those lines!

- But I’m talking about being successful in the very environment of

the Adversary’s own ‘back yard’ — and under the influence of time
as he’s been able to utilize it to his own advantage (and advantages)

that would bring that influence to bear upon my own soul—and cause

fear and panic to set in there—and to finally get me to separate from

and give up on my “love of Christ” (my sonship life)!

- And instead of time being at the disposal of the Adversary—I have

‘redeemed’ the time—I have been successful to utilize time to my

advantage by operating upon the curriculum for my sonship 

education—and the time that comprises my life has taken all of those

Òthings present, things to comeÓand furthered my education, and

furthered my vocational training to labor with my Father in His

business that has to do with that creature!

- So yes, Paul, I am persuaded of this, too, and for the same

reasons you are … and so …Father,

- I AM PERSUADED, THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR ANGELS, 
NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR POWERS, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR 
THINGS TO COME, (shall be able to separate me from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus my Lord).

- And that takes us to the end of (:38) — any questions?

- So as you (as a son) make the final assessment of your sonship 

establishment—and you think about all that you’ve gone over with your 

Father concerning these establishment issues—and now your mind takes all 

that into consideration as you assess what your life is going to be under the 

influence of the Satanic Policy of Evil—and then you make this declaration to 

your Father—  “Father, I am persuaded”  (I am convinced, assured, convicted, 

and absolutely confident)—I am persuadedby all that You’ve told me from 

Romans 8:16 to vs. 37 that You have thought of everything—You not only 

adopted me as Your son, but You have put in an enormous amount of work to 

wisely (all of Your wisdom has gone into this), and thoughtfully (You have 

thought of everything), and powerfully provide for anything and everything 

that would be an enemy to my success as Your son—and I am persuadedthat 

the curriculum You’ve given me will succeed and will cause me to succeed, 

(as long as I continue to operate upon it) … regardless of all these things … 
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É I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life (whether death is utilized by 
the AdversaryÕs policy of evil to take my physical life, or whether I have to 
undergo the affects of the Òevil manÓ and the Òstrange womanÓ that the 
AdversaryÕs policy of evil will bring to bear upon me through living life in 
this body of flesh and in the course of this world he has chartered) É I am 
persuaded!

É I am persuaded, that neither angels, nor principalities, nor powers (that 
the realm of the creature that forms itÕs current intelligentsia and itÕs 
governmental and management structureÑthe very realm that is now 
occupied by my enemies [and the AdversaryÕs cohorts] - the very realm that 
You, Father, have determined that I will be utilized by You to repossess from 
the Adversary and his cohorts and liberate the creature from the bondage of 
corruptionÑthat all those powerful beings and powerful positions of 
dominion that have influencing power upon the earth and those who inhabit 
it) É I am persuaded!

É I am persuaded, that neither things present, nor things to come (that as I 
endure both the sufferings of this present time, and endure all of the sonship 
sufferings throughout time at the hands of the AdversaryÕs policy of evil) É I 
am persuaded!

- I am persuaded, Father, that the curriculum YouÕve given me will
do its job and willsucceed (even with me) as long as I continue to
operate upon it and stand upon it, IÕll reach every aim, goal, and
objective of my sonship life É regardless of all these things!

- And, in fact, IÕm persuadedthat I will actually be far better off and
make even faster and better advancement in my sonship life with all
these things, and in the midst of all these things (than without 
them)Ñthey not only wonÕt cause me to fail, but they will actually 
contribute to my success!

- And that leaves us with one other area or source of influence from the 
AdversaryÕs Policy of EvilÑ that, something within all that weÕve covered in 
our sonship establishment has caused us to think aboutÑand be convinced 
about, and be persuadedthat even it wonÕt have the abilityto separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, …

- First of all, my understanding is that all 3 of these terms go 
togetherÑthey all have something in common.   (a triplet)
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- And when you come to this particular passageÑthe most common
way in which it is handled is, again, the idea that Paul is just being
Ôall-inclusiveÕ Ñ which, granted he is being all-inclusive, but at the
same time the things heÕs concluding all together here arenÕt just Ôall
the things in the universeÕ type thingsÑor Ôall the things in all of
creationÕ type thingsÑor anything along those lines.

- In fact, the common way this is usually handled is by merely saying
that ÒheightÓ here is talking about any Ôhigh thingÕ Ñ like any high
station or status that in some way would separate me from the love of
Christ Ñ and the ÒdepthÓ is talking about the low, dregs of humanity
or low station or low status that would try (in some way) to separate
me from the love of Christ.

- My understanding is that this is not referring to the sky and
to the ocean deep at all!

- But there is far more focus to this than that.

- In factÑ ÒheightÓ, ÒdepthÓ, (and even Òany other creatureÓ) are 
really veryfocused and veryspecific and veryparticular.

- In other words, if my understanding is correct, Paul has a
specific heightin mindÑand a specific depthin mind that 
specifically and particularly has to do with this issue of a
potential kind of influence that can come from the Satanic
Policy of EvilÑand that has the ability to produce (or to be
a source from which) [a delivery system, if you will] from
which the policy of evil will work to attempt to separate you
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus your Lord.

- So my understanding is that those first 2 issues, (height, depth) are
specifically going after something you should already know by now
that are areas or sources from which that influence of the PoE is going
to come!

- But what about Òany other creatureÓ?  Ñ isnÕt that just talking about any 
other created thing on this earth(or even any other created thing in the 
universe)?  

- In fact, most of the modern English translations say something along
the lines ofÑ Ônor anything else in all creationÕ - which is what you 
would say if you didnÕt have a clue to whatÕs going here!

Page 1199Romans 8:14-39



- But notice the exact way that this is said:

39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ….

- Why doesnÕt it say:  Nor height, nor depth, nor any creature É ?

- That would be the most natural way of saying it if all you 
wanted to do was to include  Ôevery created thingÕ  in the
statement.

- WhatÕs that word ÒotherÓ doing there?

- And do you have any reason to think that the word ÒcreatureÓ now
shifts to Ôa created thingÕ or Ôcreated beingsÕ - rather than thinking
that itÕs got something to do with something particularly said to you
back up in the information that comprises your sonship 
establishment?

- And you were told something about Òthe creatureÓ back there, 
werenÕt you?

- And this is why it was so important to take the time and
make sure that when Paul makes his final assessment of his
sonship life under the influence of the Policy of EvilÑthat
we made sure that we are convinced that heÕs not just being
Ôall-inclusiveÕ Ñ but that heÕs got particular focus to each 
and every thing he says in (:38 & 39)!

- Because the truth of the matter isÑif heÕs not being that
focused, then Ôany other creatureÕ could be talking about
any other created beingÑbut youÕve got some big problems
with thatÑbecause this is one single sentenceÑand that 
means Paul thinks about death, life, angels, principalities,

powers, things present & things to comeÑall as creatures!

- Or all as Ôcreated thingsÕÑwhich, in the first place, 
isnÕt what it saysÑand which just doesnÕt fit with
everything in that list!  Nor does it fit with the 
context!

- Again, each thing mentioned has a particular focusto it of
being a sourceor delivery systemthrough which the Satanic
policy of evil will attempt to separate you from the love of

God, which is in Christ Jesus your Lord.
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